
 

 

 

 MERILEE  S.  GRINDLE 

 

 Edward S. Mason Professor of International Development 

 Harvard John F. Kennedy School of Government 

 Harvard University 

 

Director 

David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies 

Harvard University 

 

merilee_grindle@harvard.edu 

 

 

Address (HKS)      Address (DRCLAS) 

79 John F. Kennedy Street     1730 Cambridge Street 

Littauer 308       Cambridge, MA 02138 

Cambridge, MA 02138     (617) 495-2251 

(617) 495-1872 

      

University Education 

 

Ph.D., 1976:  Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Political Science 

 

M.A., 1973:  Brown University 

Political Science 

 

B.A., 1967:  Wellesley College 

Major: Political Science 

 

Publications 

 

Books: 

 

Jobs for the Boys: Patronage and the Politics of Public Sector Reform. (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 2012). 

 

Going Local: Decentralization, Democratization, and the Promise of Good Governance.  

(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2007). 

 

Despite the Odds: The Contentious Politics of Education Reform (Princeton, N.J.: 

Princeton University Press, 2004). 

 

With Pilar Domingo, editor and contributor, Proclaiming Revolution: Bolivia in 

Comparative Perspective (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2003); Chapter 1, 
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“1952 and All That: The Bolivian Revolution in Comparative Perspective;” Chapter 13, 

“Shadowing the Past? Policy Reform in Bolivia, 1985-2002.”  

 

Audacious Reforms: Institutional Invention and Democracy in Latin America (Baltimore, 

MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000). 

 

Editor and Contributor, Getting Good Government: Capacity Building in the Public 

Sectors of Developing Countries (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press for Harvard 

Institute for International Development, 1997); Chapter 1, "The Good Government 

Imperative: Human Resources, Organizations, and Institutions;" Chapter 2, with Mary 

Hilderbrand, "Building Sustainable Capacity in the Public Sector: What Can Be Done?" 

 

Challenging the State: Crisis and Innovation in Latin America and Africa (London: 

Cambridge University Press, 1996). 

 

With John W. Thomas, Public Choices and Policy Change: The Political Economy of 

Reform in Developing Countries (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1991). Recipient of the Charles H. Levine prize for the best book in public policy 

published in 1991, awarded by the International Political Science Association and 

Governance. 

 

With Charles Mann and Parker Shipton, Seeking Solutions: Framework and Cases for 

Small Enterprise Development Programs (West Hartford, CT: Kumarian Press, 1989). 

 

Searching for Rural Development: Labor Migration and Employment in Mexico (Ithaca, 

NY: Cornell University Press, 1988). 

 

State and Countryside: Development Policy and Agrarian Politics in Latin America 

(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986).  Selected by Choice magazine 

as an outstanding academic book for 1986. 

 

Editor and Contributor, Politics and Policy Implementation in the Third World 

(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1980); Chapter 1, “Policy Content and 

Context in Implementation,” pp. 3-39; Chapter 8, “The Implementor: Political 

Constraints on Rural Development in Mexico,” pp. 197-223.  Chapter 8 also published in 

Spanish in Bernardo Kliksberg and José Sulbrandt, eds., Para investigar la 

administración pública (Madrid: Instituto Nacional de Administración Pública, 1984). 

 

Bureaucrats, Politicians, and Peasants in Mexico: A Case Study in Public Policy 

(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1977). 

 

Journal Articles and Book Chapters: 

 

With Mary Hilderbrand, “Through a Glass Darkly: Reflecting on Bolivia.” ReVista: 

Harvard Review of Latin America (Fall 2011), pp. 6-8. 

 

“Good Governance: The Inflation of an Idea,” in Bish Sanyal, ed., Planning Ideas that 
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Made a Difference (Cambridge, MA: MIT, 2012). 

 

“Constructing, Deconstructing, and Reconstructing Career Civil Service Systems: Mexico 

in Comparative Perspective.” (In Spanish) in Mary Hilderbrand and Miguel Angel 

Valverde, eds., Reforming the State in Mexico. (Mexico City: Miguel Angel Porrúa, 

2012). 

 

“Sanctions, Benefits, and Rights: Three Faces of Accountability,” in Anki Dellnas and 

Joakim Ojendal, eds., State of the Art of Local Governance: Challenges for the Next 

Decade (Helsinki: World Institute for Development Economics Research, 2012). 

 

“Governance Reform: The New Analytics of Next Steps.” Governance: An International 

Journal of Policy, Administration, and Institutions, Vol. 24, no. 3 (July 2011), pp. 415-

418. 

 

“Social Policy in Development: Coherence and Cooperation in the Real World,” 

background paper for The World Economic and Social Survey 2010: Sliding Doors: Old 

and New Perspectives on Social Policies and Economic Development (New York: United 

Nations, 2010), reproduced in part in Chapters 1 and 2. 

 

 “Paths toward Good Governance,” published in Spanish as “Los caminos hacia un buen 

gobierno.” Buen gobierno y función pública, No. 125 (INAP, Mexico, 2009).   

 

“The Implementation Gap,” published in Spanish as “La brecha de la implementación,” 

in Freddy Mariñez and Vidal Garza, eds., Política pública y democracia en América 

Latina: Del análisis a la implementación (Mexico: Miguel Angel Porrúa, 2009).  

 

“Under the Bridge and Down from the Hills.” ReVista: Harvard Review of Latin America 

(Winter 2009), pp.3-4. 

 

“Demanding a Supply of Good Governmenet: A Coalition for the Reform of the State?” 

in Winston Dookeran and Akhil Malaki, eds., Leadership and Governance in Small 

States: Getting Development Right (Saarbrücken, Germany: VDM Verlag Dr. Muller 

2008). 

 

“Reform despite the Odds: Improving Quality in Education.” Revista Pensamiento 

Educativo, Vol. 40, no. 1 (June 2007), pp. 131-152. 

  

“Local Governments that Perform Well: Four Hypotheses,” in G. Shabbir Cheema and 

Dennis A. Rondinelli, eds., Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts and 

Practices (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 2007). 

 

“Good Enough Governance Revisited,” Development Policy Review, Vol. 25, no. 5 

(September 2007). 

 

“When Good Policies Go Bad, Then What? Dislodging Exhausted Industrial and 

Education Policies in Latin America,” in Tony Bebbington and Willy McCourt, eds., 
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Statecraft in the South: Understanding Policy Success in Developing Countries. (London: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2007). 

 

“Decentralization and the Promise of Good Governance,” (in Spanish) Políticas Públicas 

Vol. 1, no. 1 (Mexico), 2006. 

 

“Modernizing Town Hall: Capacity Building with a Political Twist. Public 

Administration and Development. Vol. 26, 1-15 (2006). 

 

“Strengthening Philanthropy and Civil Society through Policy Reform: From Proposals to 

Action,” in Cynthia Sanborn and Felipe Portocarrero, eds., Philanthropy and Social 

Change in Latin America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2005), pp. 415-

426.  Also published in Spanish as “El fortalecimiento de la filantorpía y la sociadad civil 

a través de la reforma de políticas: De la propuesta a la acción,” in Sanborn and 

Portocarrero, eds., Filantropía y cambio social en América Latina (Lima, Peru: Fondo 

Editorial, Universidad del Pacífico, 2007).  

 

“Good Enough Governance: Poverty Reduction and Reform in Developing Countries,”  

Governance, Vol. 17, no. 4 (October 2004): pp. 525-548. 

 

“Interests, Institutions, and Reformers: The Politics of Education Decentralization in 

Mexico” in Robert Kaufman and Joan M. Nelson, eds., Crucial Needs, Weak Incentives: 

Social Sector Reform, Democratization, and Globalization in Latin America. (Baltimore, 

MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004).  Selected by Choice magazine as an 

outstanding academic book for 2004,  

 

Two chapters in Proclaiming Revolution: Bolivia in Comparative Perspective, cited 

above (2003). 

 

“The Good, the Bad, and the Unavoidable: Improving the Public Service in Poor 

Countries,” in John Donahue and Joseph Nye, eds., Public Service in the 21
st
 Century 

(Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institution, 2003). 

 

“Mexico Transitions: Struggling Toward Democracy,” ReVista: Harvard Review of Latin 

America, Vol. II, no. 1 (Fall 2002), pp. 44-46. 

 

“Commentary,” in Marcelo M. Suárez-Lrozco and Mariela M. Páez, eds., Latinos: 

Remaking America (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002), pp. 146-150. 

 

“Despite the Odds: The Political Economy of Social Sector Reform in Latin America,” in 

Christopher Abel and Colin M. Lewis, eds., Exclusion and Engagement: Social Policy in 

Latin America (London: University of London, 2002), pp. 83-110. 

 

“Política social en América Latina: Qué se debe hacer?” in Edgardo Buscalia, Merilee 

Grindle, Elaine Kamarck, et al., Hacia un nuevo estado en América  Latina (Buenos 

Aires: CIPPEC and Grupo Columbus, 2002), pp. 265-299. 

 



Merilee S. Grindle 

 5 

“La paradoja de la reforma educacional: Pronosticar el fracasco y encontrar el progreso,” 

in Sergio Martinic and Marcela Pardo, eds., Economía política de las reformas 

educativas en América Latina. Santiago, Chile: CIDE and PREAL, 2001, pp. 15-52. 

 

“Education Reform in Mexico: Where Are the Parents?” Revista: Harvard Review of 

Latin America, Vol. 1, no. 1, Fall 2001 (pp. 16-18).  

 

“Ready or Not...: The Developing World and Globalization” in Joseph S. Nye and John 

D. Donahue, eds., Governance in a Globalizing World (Washington, D.C.: Brookings 

Institution Press, 2000). 

 

With Carol Graham, Eduardo Lora, and Jessica Seddon, “Improving the Odds: Political 

Strategies for Institutional Reform in Latin America.”  Washington, D.C.: Inter-American 

Development Bank, 2000. 

 

“In Quest of the Political: The Political Economy of Development Policy-Making” in 

Gerald Meier and Joseph E. Stiglitz, eds., Frontiers of Development Economics: The 

Future in Perspective (New York: Oxford University Press for the World Bank, 2000). 

 

“The Social Agenda and the Politics of Reform in Latin America,” in Joseph Tulchin and 

Allison Garland, eds., Social Development in Latin America: The Politics of Reform 

(Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2000). 

 

“Divergent Cultures? When Public Organizations Perform Well in Developing 

Countries.” World Development, Vol. 25, no. 4 (1997). 

 

With Michael Roemer, “Insights from the Economic Recovery Program for Sub-Saharan 

Africa,” in Malcolm McPherson and Steven Radelet, eds., Economic Recovery in The 

Gambia: Insights for Adjustment in Sub-Saharan Africa (Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press for Harvard Institute for International Development, 1996), pp 293-310. 

 

With Mary Hilderbrand, “Building Sustainable Capacity in the Public Sector: What Can 

Be Done?” Public Administration and Development, Vol. 15, no. 5, (December 1995), 

pp. 441-463. 

 

“Mexican Politics in Transition,” in Joel Krieger, Mark Kesselman, and William Joseph, 

eds., Comparative Politics in Transition (Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath, 1996), 487-543.  

Also published in William A. Joseph, Mark Kesselman, Joel Krieger, eds., Third World 

Politics at the Crossroads (Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath, 1996), pp. 143-199. Revised 

editions, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2008. 

 

“Introduction to Panel III,” in Laura Randall, ed., Reforming Mexico’s Agrarian Reform 

(London: M.E. Sharpe), pp. 145-150. 

 

With Mary Hilderbrand, “Intervening to Build Public Sector Capacity: Where? When? 

How?” International Journal of Technical Cooperation, Vol. 1, no. 2 (Winter 1995), 

157-170. 
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“Changing the Relationship: State and Peasantry,” in Riordan Roett, ed., The Challenge 

of Institutional Reform in Mexico (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 1995), 39-56. Published 

in Spanish as “La reforma de la tenencia de la tierra en México: Los campesinos, el 

mercado y el estado,” in Riordan Roett, compilador, El desafío de la reforma institutional 

en México (México, D. F.: Siglo Veintiuno Editores, 1996), pp. 62-84 . 

 

With John W. Thomas, “The Politics of Population Policy Reform: Political Leadership 

and Policy Characteristics,” Population and Development Review, supplement to Vol. 20 

(1994), pp. 51-72. 

 

“Sustaining Economic Recovery in Latin America: State Capacity, Markets, and 

Politics,” in Graham Bird and Ann Helwege, eds., Latin America’s Economic Future 

(London: Academic Press Ltd., 1994), pp. 303-323. 

 

“Rural Development,” Oxford Companion to Political Science (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1993), pp. 802-804. 

 

With Francisco Thoumi, “Muddling Towards Adjustment: The Political Economy of 

Economic Policy Change in Ecuador,” in Anne Krueger and Robert Bates, eds., Political 

and Economic Interactions in Economic Policy Reform (London: Basil Blackwell, 1993), 

pp. 123-178.  Also published as La política de la economía del ajuste: La actual 

experiencia ecuatoriana (Quito: FLACSO, 1992). 

 

“Agrarian Class Structures and State Policies: Past, Present, and Future,” Latin American 

Research Review, Vol. 28, no. 1 (Spring 1993), pp. 174-187 (a review article). 

 

With Robert Paarlberg, “Policy Reform and Reform Myopia: Agriculture in Developing 

Countries,” Food Policy, (Fall 1991), pp. 383-394. 

 

 “The New Political Economy: Positive Economics and Negative Politics,” in Gerald 

Meier, ed., The New Political Economy and Development Policymaking (San Francisco: 

International Center for Economic Growth, 1991), pp. 41-67. 

 

With John W. Thomas, “After the Decision: Implementing Policy Reforms,” World 

Development, Vol. 18, no. 8 (August 1990), pp. 1163-1181. 

 

“Agrarian Reform in Mexico: A Cautionary Tale,” in R.L. Prosterman, Mary N. Temple, 

and Timothy M. Hanstad, eds., Agrarian Reform and Grassroots Development: Ten Case 

Studies (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 1990), pp. 179-204. 

 

“Limitaciones políticas en la implantación de programas sociales: La experiencia 

latinoamericana,” in Bernardo Kliksberg, ed., Cómo enfrentar la pobreza? (Buenos 

Aires: Grupo Editor Latinoamericano, 1989), pp. 91-108. 

 

With John W. Thomas, “Policy Makers, Policy Choices, and Policy Outcomes: The 

Political Economy of Reform in Developing Countries,” Policy Sciences, Vol. 22, 1989, 
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pp. 213-248.  Also published in Dwight H. Perkins and Michael Roemer, eds., Reforming 

Economic Systems in Developing Countries (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press 

for Harvard Institute for International Development, 1991), pp. 81-114. 

 

With Tyler Biggs and Donald Snodgrass, “The Informal Sector, Policy Reform, and 

Structural Transformation” in Jerry Jenkins, ed., Beyond the Informal Sector (San  

Francisco: ICS Press, 1988), pp. 133-172. 

 

“The Response to Austerity: Political and Economic Strategies of Mexico’s Rural Poor,” 

in William L. Canak, ed., Lost Promises: Debt, Austerity, and Development in Latin 

America (Boulder, CO., Westview Press, 1988).  Also published in Mercedes González 

del la Rocha and Agustín Escobar Latapí, eds., Social Responses to Mexico’s Economic 

Crisis in the 1980s (La Jolla, CA: Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, University of 

California, San Diego, 1991), pp. 129-153. 

 

“Civil-Military Relations and Budgetary Politics in Latin America,” Armed Forces and 

Society, Volume 13, no. 2 (Winter 1987), pp. 255-275. 

 

“Third World,” Academic Encyclopedia (Danbury, CT: Grolier, 1985), pp.169-170. 

 

With John Cohen and S. Tjip Walker, “Foreign Aid and Conditions Precedent: Political 

and Bureaucratic Dimensions,” World Development, Volume 13, no. 12 (December 

1985), pp. 1211-1230.  Reprinted in Peter J. Burnell and Oliver Morrissey, eds., Foreign 

Aid in the New Global Economy.  (Cheltenham, U.K.: Edward Elgar Publishing, 2004), 

20-39.. 

 

“Rhetoric, Reality, and Self-Sufficiency: Recent Initiatives in Mexican Rural 

Development,” The Journal of Developing Areas, Volume 19, no. 2 (January 1985), pp. 

171-184. 

 

“Rural Underdevelopment and Public Policy in Mexico,” in Steven W. Hughes and 

Kenneth J. Mijeski, eds., Politics and Public Policy in Latin America (Boulder, CO: 

Westview Press, 1984), pp. 148-162. 

 

“Black Gold in Mexico and in U.S.-Mexican Relations,” Latin American Research 

Review, Volume 18, no. 3 (September 1983), pp. 230-239 (a review article). 

 

“Public Policy, Foreign Investment, and Implementation Style in Mexico,” in Jorge 

Domínguez, ed., Economic Issues and Political Conflict: U.S.-Latin American Relations 

(London: Butterworth, 1982), pp. 69-106. 

 

“Prospects for Integrated Rural Development: Evidence from Mexico and Colombia,” 

Journal of Comparative International Development, Volume 17, no. 3-4 (Fall-Winter 

1982), pp. 124-149. 

 

“Armed Intervention and U.S.-Latin American Relations,” Latin American Research 

Review, Volume 16, no. 1 (Spring 1981), pp. 207-217 (a review article). 
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“Anticipating Failure: The Implementation of Rural Development Programs,” Public 

Policy, Volume 29, no. 1 (Winter 1981), pp. 51-74.  Also published in Land Management 

Issues and Development Strategies in Developing Countries, Volume II (Cambridge, MA: 

Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 1981). 

 

“Power, Expertise, and the Técnico: Suggestions from a Mexican Case Study,” Journal of 

Politics, Volume 39, no. 2 (May 1977), pp. 400-426. 

 

“Policy Change in an Authoritarian Regime: Mexico Under Echeverría,” Journal of 

InterAmerican Studies and World Affairs, Volume 19, no. 4 (November 1977), pp. 523-

555. 

 

“Patrons and Clients in the Bureaucracy: Career Networks in Mexico,” Latin American 

Research Review, Volume 12, No. 1 (March 1977), pp. 37-66.  Also published in John J. 

Johnson, Peter J. Bakewell, and Meredith D. Dodge, eds., Readings in Latin American 

History, Volume II: The Modern Experience (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1985). 

 

Teaching Cases and Related Materials: 

 

“The Mayor, the Mosque, and the Neighborhood Association” (John F. Kennedy School 

of Government Case, 2006). 

 

With Alejandra González-Rosetti,  “Toolkit for Political Economy Analysis of Public 

Policies” (Inter-American Development Bank, 2002). 

 

“Surviving Across Divides: Education Reform in Bolivia” (Inter-American Development 

Bank, Institute for Social Development, 2000). 

 

“Crisis and Reform in Ecuador’s Ministry of Education” (Inter-American Development 

Bank, Institute for Social Development, 2000). 

 

Working Papers: 

 

“Good Governance: The Inflation of an Idea,” Harvard Kennedy School, 2010. 

 

“Sanctions, Benefits, and Rights: Three Faces of Accountability,” Harvard Kennedy 

School, 2010. 

 

“Social Policy in Development: Coherence and Cooperation in the Real World,” Harvard 

Kennedy School, 2010. 

 

“Despite the Odds: The Political Economy of Social Sector Reform in Latin America” 

(Faculty Research Working Paper Series, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 2001). 

 

“Designing Reforms: Problems, Solutions, and Politics” (Faculty Research Working 

Paper Series, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 2001). 
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"In Quest of the Political: The Political Economy of Development Policy-Making" 

(Center for International Development, Kennedy School of Government, 1999). 

 

"The Social Agenda and the Politics of Reform in Latin America" (David Rockefeller 

Center for Latin American Studies, 1998). 

 

“Implementing and Sustaining Economic Policy Reform: Lessons from Ecuador” (Quito: 

INCAE-PROGRESEC, 1994). 

 

“Cambios de la década pasada; Desafíos del futuro” (Buenos Aires: Instituto Nacional de 

la Administración Pública, 1991), 15 pp. 

 

“The Question of Political Feasibility: Approaches to the Study of Policy Space,” 

Employment and Enterprise Policy Analysis Discussion Paper, 3 (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard Institute for International Development, 1986), 62 pp. 

 

“Issues in United States-Mexican Agricultural Relations: A Binational Consultation,” 

monograph in U.S.-Mexican Studies, no. 8 (La Jolla: University of California, San Diego, 

1983), 53 pp. 

 

“Official Interpretations of Rural Underdevelopment: Mexico in the 1970s,” Working 

Papers in U.S.-Mexican Studies, no. 20 (La Jolla: University of California, San Diego, 

1981), 49 pp. 

 

“Whatever Happened to Agrarian Reform?  The Latin American Experience,” Technical 

Paper (Austin: University of Texas, Institute of Latin American Studies, 1980) 36 pages 

(a refereed publication). 

 

Major Reports: 

 

With Staff, “Annual Report, David Rockefeller Center for International Development,” 

Harvard University, 2006-Present, annually. 

 

With Michael Smith, Alan Ruby, and Michael Kremer, “International Education Visiting 

Committee Recommendations,” Harvard Graduate School of Education, 2007.  

 

“A Global KSG? A Report to the Dean,” Kennedy School of Government, 2006. 

 

“Good Enough Governance: From Concept to Practice.” Department for International 

Development, Government of the United Kingdom, 2005. 

 

“Review of the Governance Resource Center, Institute of Development Studies,” 

Department for International Development, Government of the United Kingdom, 2003. 

 

“Good Enough Governance: Poverty Reduction and Reform in Developing Countries,” 

The World Bank (2002). 
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The PRSP Process: What Next? Department for International Development, Government 

of the United Kingdom, 2001.  

 

With Mary E. Hilderbrand, The Development Studies Sector in the U.K.: Challenges for 

the New Millennium, Department for International Development, Government of the 

United Kingdom, 1999. 

 

The Master in Public Administration Programs (MC/MPA and MPA2) at the Kennedy 

School, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 1997. 

 

With Mary E. Hilderbrand, Building Sustainable Capacity: Challenges for the Public 

Sector, United Nations Development Programme, 1994. 

 

With Michael Roemer, Evaluation of Research Investments of the Economic and Social 

Committee for Overseas Research (ESCOR) Programme, Overseas Development 

Administration, March 1991. 

 

With Shantayanan Devarajan, Review of the Kennedy School’s Curriculum in 

International Development, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, January 

1990. 

 

Editor, with Stephen J. Reifenberg and John W. Thomas, Mason Fellow Cases on the 

Strategic Management of Policy Reform, 1990. 

 

With Tyler Biggs, et. al., The Structure of Incentives and Its Impact on Rural and Urban 

Industrial Employment: A Review of Research Methodology, November 1985. 

 

With Richard L. Meyer, Final Project Review of the Cooperative Agreements on 

Alternative Rural Development Strategies, Michigan State University, Office of Rural 

and Institutional Development, USAID, August 1985, 40 pages. 

 

With Tyler Biggs and Rodrigo Parot, Economic Policy Analysis and Training Project, 

USAID, Dominican Republic, May 1985, 80 pages. 

 

With Judith Tendler and John Hatch, Captive Donors and Captivating Clients: A 

Nicaraguan Saga, Inter-American Foundation, February 1984, 438 pages. 

 

Edited with S. Tjip Walker, Priorities for Rural Development Research, Harvard Institute 

for International Development, February 1984, 204 pages. 

 

With John Cohen and John Thomas, Knowledge-Building for Rural Development: Social 

Science and the Cooperative Agreements, Harvard Institute for International 

Development, October 1983, 355 pages. 

 

With John Cohen and John Thomas, A Future-Oriented Agenda for Research on Rural 

Development, Harvard Institute for International Development, May 1983, 156 pages. 
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Other: 

 

Over 35 book reviews appearing in American Historical Review, Cuban Studies, 

Hispanic American Historical Review, The Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 

American Political Science Review, Journal of Development Studies, Armed Forces and 

Society, Economic Development and Cultural Change, Studies in Comparative 

International Development, Inter-American Review of Bibliography, Society and Natural 

Resources, Policy Sciences, Journal of Latin American Studies, Latin American Research 

Review. 

 

Fellowships, Grants, and Awards 

 

Recognition by Harvard University as an outstanding teacher, 2007. 

 

Fellowship as Scholar in Residence, Bellagio Study and Conference Center, The 

Rockefeller Foundation, March-April 2005. 

 

Grant from the Center for International Development, John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, 2004, for research on local governance. 

 

Grant from the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 

University, 2004, for training workshops on local governance. 

 

Grant from the Ash Institute of Democratic Governance and Innovation, Harvard 

University, 2004, for research on local governance. 

 

Faculty Research Grants, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 2001, 2002, for 

research on the politics of education reform in Latin America. 

 

Research Grants from the Dean’s Research Fund, John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, 2001, 2002 for research on the politics of education reform in Latin 

America. 

 

Grant from the Inter-American Development Bank, 2000, for research on education 

reform in Bolivia and Ecuador. 

 

Grant, Innovations in State and Local Government, John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, 1997-1998, for research on institutional innovation in Latin America. 

 

Grant for Advanced Research, Swedish International Development Agency, 1992, for 

research on state capacity in Africa and Latin America. 

 

Grant for Advanced Research, Social Science Research Council and American Council of 

Learned Societies, 1992, for research on state capacity in Africa and Latin America. 

 

Manuel Carballo Award for Excellence in Teaching, John F. Kennedy School of 
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Government, Harvard University, June 1991. 

 

Ford Foundation Collaborative Research Grant, Duke University, 1990-191, for research 

on public policy in Ecuador. 

 

Tinker Foundation Travel Grant, Committee on Latin American and Iberian Studies, 

Harvard University, 1984, for research on peasant associations in Ecuador. 

 

Culpepper Fellow, Department of Political Science, Brown University, 1981-1983, for 

research on public policy in Latin America. 

 

Visiting Scholar, Harvard Institute for International Development, Harvard University, 

1980-1982, for research on public policy in Latin America. 

 

Tinker Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship 1980-1982, for research on agricultural 

change and agrarian politics in Latin America. 

 

Visiting Research Fellow, Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, 1978-

1979, for collaborative research on U.S.-Latin American relations. 

 

Faculty grant, Wellesley College, 1978, for research on policy implementation in 

developing countries. 

 

Grant for Summer Research, Social Science Research Council and American Council of 

Learned Societies, 1977, for research on public policy in Colombia. 

 

Fellowship for Dissertation Research, Social Science Research Council and American 

Council of Learned Societies, 1974-1975, for research on public policy in Mexico. 

 

Collamore-Rogers Fellowship for Women Graduate Students at MIT, 1973-1974 (first 

recipient). 

 

Other Professional Activities 

 

Director, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University, 

2006-Present 

 

Editorial Board, Public Administration, 2010-Present 

 

Editorial Board, Governance, 2006-Present 

 

Editorial Board, International Public Management Journal, 2006-2009. 

 

Member, International Advisory Board, International Center for Local Development, 

Sweden, 2009-Present. 

 

Member, International Strategy Working Group, Harvard University, 2011. 
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Member, Faculty Steering Committee, Global Health Initiative, Harvard University, 

2011-Present. 

 

Member, Faculty Steering Committee, Ash Institute for Democracy and Innovation, 

Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University, 2009-Present. 

 

Member, Faculty Steering Committee, Center for International Development, Harvard 

Kennedy School, Harvard University, 2008-Present. 

 

Chair, Futures Committee on Vietnam Programs, Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University, 2010-2011. 

 

Member, Accreditation Committee, Inter-American Development Bank, Institute for 

Social Development, 2007. 

 

Member, Faculty of Arts and Sciences Committee on International Projects and Sites, 

2006-Present.  

 

Member, University Committee on International Projects and Sites, 2007-Present. 

 

Executive Committee, Weatherhead Center for International Affiars, 2008-2011 

 

Faculty Steering Committee, Center for Population and Development, 2008-2009. 

 

Faculty Advisory Committee, Sustainable Science Program, Center for International 

Development, 2006-Present. 

 

Co-Principal Investigator, “KSG-ITESM (Instituto Tecnológico de Estudios Superiores 

de Monterrey) Collaboration” 2003-2011. 

 

International Institute of Social Studies Advisory Council, The Hague, The Netherlands, 

2004-2009.  

 

Co-Organizer, The Bolivian Revolution at 50: Comparative Views on Social, Economic, 

and Political Change, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 

University, and the Institute of Latin American Studies, University of London, May 3-4, 

2002, Harvard University. 

 

Organizer, Conference on Poverty and Education in the Americas, David Rockefeller 

Center for Latin American Studies, May 4, 2000. 

 

Coordinator, Inter-Faculty Workshop on Poverty and Education in the Americas, Harvard 

University, 1999-2000, funded by the Provost's Fund for Inter-Faculty Collaborative 

Initiatives. 

 

Faculty Chair, Master in Public Administration Programs, John F. Kennedy School of 
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Government, 1996-1999, 2000-2007. 

 

Member, Faculty Steering Committee, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 2005-

2007. 

 

Member, “KSG Futures Committee on Teaching Programs,” 2004-2005. 

 

Member, Appointments Committee, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 2001-2005. 

 

Member, Academic Council, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 1996-1999, 2000-

2005. 

 

Member, Management Group, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 1996-1999, 

2002-2005. 

 

Co-Chair, Executive Program for Leaders in Development: Managing Political and 

Economic Transitions, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 1995-Present. 

 

Member, Academic Affairs Council, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 1996-

1999, 2000-2007. 

 

Member, Disciplinary Review Board, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 2000-

Present. 

 

Member, Faculty Advisory Committee to the Dean’s Search, Harvard University, 2003-

2004.  

 

Member, Faculty Oversight Committee, Center for International Development, Harvard 

University, 2002-2003; Faculty Advisory Committee, 2006-Present. 

 

Member, Faculty Committee on Overseas Projects, Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University, 2000-Present 

 

Chair, Alumni Refresher Program on International Development, Kennedy School of 

Government, Harvard University, April 21-24, 1999. 

 

Member, University Committee on the Use of Human Subjects in Research, 1995-1996. 

 

Member, Doctoral Programs Committee, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 1995-

1998, 2001-Present 

 

Member, Committee of Fellows, Harvard Institute for International Development, 1994-

2000. 

 

Member, Executive Committee, Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 

University, 1994-Present. 
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Chair, Research Committee, Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 

University, 1994-2006. 

 

Chair, Mexico Studies Committee, Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, 

Harvard University, 2002-2004 

 

Member, Policy Committee, Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 

University, 1994-Present. 

 

Member, Cuban Studies and Exchange Committee, Rockefeller Center for Latin 

American Studies, Harvard University, 1998-2000, 2006-Present. 

 

Alternate, Administrative Board, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 1995-1999.  

 

Faculty Advisor, Edward S. Mason Program in Public Policy and Management, John F. 

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 1989-1999. 

 

Member, MPA Admissions Committee, John F. Kennedy School of Government, 

Harvard University, 1989-1999, 2000-Present. 

 

Member, Washington, D.C. Site Oversight Committee, John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, Harvard University, 1997-1999. 

 

Member, Mid-Career MPA Curriculum Committee, John F. Kennedy School of 

Government, Harvard University, 1997-1999, 2000-Present. 

 

Member, various search committees in international development and international 

affairs, Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 1994-Present. 

 

Member, Institute of Social Studies Advisory Council, The Hague, 2003-2006. 

 

Member, International Advisory Board, Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, University of 

California, San Diego, 2001-2006.  

 

Member, Board of Trustees, LASPAU (Academic and Professional Programs for Latin 

America), 1999-Present; Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees, 2000-2004 

 

Member, Governance and Social Policy Working Group, Columbia University, Institute 

of Latin American and Iberian Studies, 1997-1999. 

 

External Coordinator, Inter-American Development Bank Project on the Politics of 

Institutional Change in Latin America, 1997-1999. 

 

Member, Social Policy Reform Working Group, Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars, 

Latin American Program, 1997-1998. 

 

Board of Directors, WorldTeach, 1990-1999. 
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Editorial Advisory Board, Publications Program, Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, 

University of California, San Diego, 1988-2000. 

 

Senior Investigator, Department for International Development, U.K., Project for the 

Strategic Assessment of the Development Studies Sector in the U.K. 

 

Senior Advisor, HIID Project on Human Resources for Development, Bolivia, 1994-

1999. 

 

Member, Research Committee, Harvard Institute for International Development, 1993-

1996. 

 

Member, Transition Committee, Harvard Institute for International Development, 1994. 

 

Senior Advisor, UNDP Project on Capacity Building, 1993-1995. 

 

Senior Advisor, HIID Project with the National University of Singapore, Master in Public 

Policy Program, 1992-1995. 

 

Senior Advisor, HIID Project on Public Service Reform in Brunei, 1989-1993. 

 

Advisory Board, Coolidge Center for Environmental Leadership, 1992-1994 

Member, International Programs Review Committee, Unitarian Universalist Service 

Committee, 1992-1993. 

 

Selection Committee, Distinguished International Visitor Program at the Bunting Institute 

of Radcliffe College, 1991. 

 

Political Economy Research Team Coordinator, Agricultural Policy Analysis Project, 

HIID as subcontractor to Abt Associates, AID funded project, 1989. 

 

Member, Committee on Latin American and Iberian Studies, Harvard University, 1985-

1989. 

 

Fulbright Review Committee, U.S. Department of Education, 1985. 

 

Coordinator, USAID-HIID Project on Future Rural Development Research Priorities, 

1983-1984. 

 

Advisory Screening Committee in Political Science, Senior Fulbright Awards, Council 

for International Exchange of Scholars, Washington, D.C., 1981-1984. 

 

Editorial Board, Latin American Research Review, 1979-1986. 

 

Dissertation Fellowship Screening Committee, Latin America and the Caribbean 

Program, Social Science Research Council, 1978-1981. 
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Consultancies with the World Bank, United States Agency for International 

Development, United Nations Development Programme, the InterAmerican Foundation, 

Inter-American Development Bank, and the Department for International Development 

(United Kingdom). 

 

Numerous panel presentations at meetings of the American Political Science Association 

and the Latin American Studies Association. 

 

Manuscript referee, Journal of Politics, Latin American Research Review, American 

Political Science Review, World Development, World Politics, Social Science and 

Medicine, Oxford University Press, Princeton University Press, University of Texas 

Press, Westview Press, Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, University of California, San 

Diego, University of Michigan Press, University of Pittsburgh Press, Palgrave-

Macmillan. 

 

Prior Professional Positions and Other Employment 

 

Harvard Institute for International Development 

Research Associate 

Fellow of the Institute       1983-1994 

 

Harvard Kennedy School of Government 

Harvard University 

Lecturer        1988-1994 

 

Departments of Government and Economics 

Harvard University       1984-1987 

Lecturer        1987-1988 

 

Department of Political Science 

Brown University 

Culpepper Fellow       1981-1983 

 

Department of Political Science 

Wellesley College 

Assistant Professor       1976-1981 

 

Social Studies Teacher, Bi-lingual Education Program, New Bedford Public Schools,  

New Bedford, Massachusetts, 1970-1971. 

      

Peace Corps Volunteer, maternal and child health programs, Dominican Republic,  

1967-1969. 

 

Courses and Seminars Taught, 1976-Present 

Introduction to Politics 

Introduction to Comparative Public Policy 
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American Politics 

Politics of Latin America 

Political Economy of Development and Underdevelopment 

Bureaucracy and Public Policy 

The Politics of Development Policy in the Third World 

Analyzing Politics for Development Policy 

Political Economy of Latin America 

Political Economy of Policy Reform in Developing Countries 

Poverty and Policy in Developing Countries 

International Development: Theory and Policy 

The Political Economy of Policy Choice and Implementation 

Managing Change to Promote Development 

Comparative Perspectives on Social Welfare Policies 

The Military in Politics in the Third World 

Subnational and Supranational Perspectives on Politics in Latin America 

Going Local: Decentralization, Democratization, and the Promise of Good Governance 

U.S.-Latin American Relations 

Poverty and Politics in Latin America 

 

Professional Association Memberships 

 

Latin American Studies Association: Program Chair for 1986 International Congress; Executive 

Council, 2003-2006; Treasurer, 2004-2006. 

 

New England Council on Latin American Studies: Executive Council, 1983-1985; Vice- 

President, 1984-1985; President, 1985-1986. 
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