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Debate of American History Textbook:
A Historical Review

Shun-jie Ji
Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Futures Studies,
Tamkang University, Tamsui, Taiwan

Abstract

The most significant debated issues of the American history
textbook usually didn’t arise with new findings from historians. Instead,
it is a conflict under contending ideologies. This article is to review the
textbook conflicts along with the history timeline. Major conflicting
issues identified in this article include Civil War, over-herorization of
specific figures, race, religion, and class. The last presentation of
history on the textbook came through compromise among different
interest holders of ideology, religion, region, state right advocates, union
followers, and economic sector. Among them religious stance is the
missing link for non-Americans to see through the debate. This article
suggests the religious lens is good tool to comprehend this textbook
issue.

Keywords: American Civil War, regional differences, North vs. South,
state rights, economic interests of textbook
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