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Abstract

This article attempts to depict the continuities and discontinuities of Beijing’s
Taiwan policy while Beijing is accommodating itself to the changing political realities
around the Taiwan Strait. Basically, Beijing’s one China principle has never changed
but the contents of its policy and the measures adopted toward Taiwan have
undergone many changes due to the new emerging realities. Nevertheless, Beijing
will continue using its stick-and-carrot tactics to dominate cross-strait relations.
Beijing will sometimes draw the reins and sometimes throw the reins to Taiwan.
The pattern of cross-strait relations will be unavoidably fluctuating and tend to be
cyclical. Recently, the so-called “Anti-secession Law” recently enacted by the Hu
Jin-tao government and the subsequent visits of Lien Chan and James Soong on China
have caused a potential politico-ecological change across the Taiwan Strait. Even
though there has been no major change in the status quo across the Strait yet,
psychological shifts are occurring, discouraging solidarity and consensus inside
Taiwan. The recent visits of Lien and Soong may favor a politico-ecological tilted
toward the “One China” direction. The status quo is in face of strong challenges and
will be forced to change. This new tendency has confused and worried not only the
Pan-Green camp but also neighboring countries, including the U.S. The cross-strait
relationship has become fragile and unstable. If peaceful and prosperous status quo
is desirable in this region, a pragmatic and constructive mode of thinking and
permanent channels for dialogues or exchanges will be much more needed across the

Taiwan Strait.
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