
The e s s a y s in The Rub of Time r ange f r o m s u p e r b cr i t ica l p i e c e s 

on A m i s ' s h e r o e s N a b o k o v , B e l l o w a n d Lark in t o bri l l iant ly funny 

rumina t ions on spor t , Las Vegas , John Travo l ta a n d t he p o r n o g r a p h y 

industry. The co l l ec t i on i n c l u d e s his essay o n P r i n c e s s D i a n a a n d a 

t r ibu te to his g rea t f r iend C h r i s t o p h e r H i t c h e n s , bu t at t he c e n t r e of 

the book , p e r h a p s inevi tably, are e s s a y s on po l i t i cs , a n d in par t i cu la r 

the A m e r i c a n e lec t ion c a m p a i g n s of 2 0 1 2 a n d 2 0 1 6 . O n e of t he 

very f e w c o n s o l a t i o n s of D o n a l d T r u m p ' s r ise t o p o w e r is tha t 

Mar t in A m i s is t he re t o w r i t e a b o u t h im. 


