
CONTENT

INTRODUCTION: THE NORDIC MODELS 9
Oddbj0rn Knutsen

The Nordic countries 9

What is a model?. 10

Aspects of the use of the model concept in this book 12

The topics and models presented in the various chapters 13

Chapter 1

STATE- AND NATION-BUILDING IN THE NORDIC REGION:
PARTICULAR CHARACTERISTICS 19
Einar Berntzen

Introduction 19

Origins of the Nordic states: early state-building 21

The Kalmar Union (1397-1523) 22

Sweden vs. Denmark-Norway: states make wars and wars make states (1523-1814) 24

The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars (1789-1815) 27

Nation-building in the 19th century and beyond 30

Home rule for Aland (1921), the Faeroe Islands (1948) and Greenland (1979) 38

The Samh a Nordic indigenous people 39

Democratization: Nordic roads to democracy 39

Conclusion.... 43

Chapter 2

POLITICAL PARTIES AND PARTY SYSTEMS 45
Oddbj0rn Knutsen

Introduction 45

The origin of the five-party system model 47

The Social Democratic Parties... 47

The Communist and the Radical Left Parties 50

Conservative parties 53

Liberal parties.. 56

Agrarian parties 58



CONTENT

Deviations from the five-party system model until the 1970s 62

The new parties and party families 62

The Religious parties 62

The Radical Rightist parties 64

The Green parties 67

Special traits for the party systems in each country 69

Trends in the development of the party systems •• 7 1

Conclusions 75

Chapter 3

SOCIAL CLEAVAGES AND POLITICAL VALUE CONFLICTS 77
Oddbjam Knutsen

Introduction 77

Theories and conceptual framework 78

The Lipset-Rokkan structural cleavages 80

New structural cleavages 91

The impact of value orientations 97

The total impact of social structure and political value orientations on party choice 101

Conclusion 102

Chapter 4

POLITICAL REPRESENTATION AND PARLIAMENTARISM 105
Knut Heidar & Bj0rn Erik Rasch

Elections and electoral systems 106

Parties at elections 108

Who are the parliamentarians? Do they mirror the electorate? 110

The organization of parliaments I l l

Parliamentary government 113

Negative parliamentarism 116

Opposition influence and minority governments 118

The party system and type of government.. 120

Conclusion. 123

Chapter 5

THE NORDIC GENDER EQUALITY MODEL 125
Mari Teigen S Hege Skjeie

Introduction 125

Economic equity and democratic parity 127

European patterns: Economic equity and democratic parity 128



CONTENT

Nordic variation: Economic equity and democratic parity 132

Conclusion 144

Chapter 6

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS AND STATE REFORMS 149
Karl Hagen BjurstrBm & Tom Christensen

Introduction 149

Perspectives That Help Explain Similarity and Diversity 151

Formal Structure of Civil Services in Nordic Countries 152

Public Sector Reforms 159

A Distinct Nordic Reform Profile? 169

Chapter 7

SCANDINAVIAN CORPORATISM IN DECLINE 171
Hilmar Rornmetvedt

Varieties of corporatism and democracy 172

Scandinavian corporatism in decline 174

Corporatist exchange and its deterioration 178

Strategic consequences: lobbying 182

Policy impacts and democratic consequences of lobbying.... 186

The cases of Finland and Iceland 188

Conclusion 190

Chapter 8

LOCAL AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENT IN THE NORDIC

COUNTRIES: CO-OPERATIVE DECENTRALIZATION 193
Harald Baldersheim, Lawrence E, Rose & Siv Sandberg

Local government in the Nordic state tradition 193

Nordic municipalities and regions in a European context 194

The development of local and regional self-government 196

The institutional framework of municipalities and regions 198

Functions and finances 201

Local elections and citizen participation 205

Reform politics and territorial governance in the 2000s 209

Conclusion.. 217



CONTENT

Chapters

THE NORDIC WELFARE STATE MODEL 219

Axel West Pedersen & Stein Kuhnle

Introduction: the concept of a 'Nordic model1 219

Historical roots and development paths 222

The Nordic model of the'Golden Era' 224

Developments since the 'Golden Era' 230

The future of the Nordic welfare state model 237

Chapter 10

KNOWLEDGE REGIMES IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES 239

Johan Christensen, Ase Gornitzka & Cathrine Hoist

Introduction 239

Knowledge regimes - what are they and why do they matter? 240

Knowledge regimes in the Nordic countries 242

Conclusion 252

CONCLUSIONS: ARE THE NORDIC MODELS STILL VIABLE? 255
Oddbjem Knutsen

The main findings 255

Findings regarding aspects of the Nordic models 263

REFERENCES 265

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 295


