
Reading the Poetry of First Isaiah p rovides a lit erary and h istor ical study 
of the p roph et ic poet ry of First Isaiah, an un derappreciated but h igh ly 
soph ist icated collect ion of poems i n the Hebrew Bib le. In form ed by recent 
developments in b ib lical studies and broader t rends in the study of poet ry, 
J. Blake Couey art icu lates a fresh account of Bib lical H eb rew poet ry and 
argues that careful at t en t ion to poet ic style is crucial for the in t erp ret at ion 
of these texts. Discussing lin eat ion, he explains that lines serve im por t ant 
rhetor ical funct ions in First Isaiah, but the absence of lineated manuscripts 
from an t iqu ity makes it necessary to defend proposed lin e d ivisions using 
cr it er ia such as para lle lism, r h yt h m, and syn tax. Th is en gaging wo rk 
examines poet ic st ructure, and h igh ligh ts that parallelism and en jambment 
create a sense of progression bet ween in d ivid u al lines, wh ich are t igh t ly 
jo in ed to fo rm couplets, t r ip let s, quat rains, and occasionally even lon ger 
groups. I t also t reats im agery and m et aph or i n First Isaiah. A st r ik ing 
variety of images — most n otab ly agr icu ltu ral and an imal imagery — appear 
i n diverse con texts i n these poems, often w i t h r ich figurat ive sign ificance. 



Dr J. Blake Couey is Associate Professor of 
Religion at Gustavus Ad olph us College. 


