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IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

The Oxford History of Classical Reception in English Literature (OHCREL) is designed 
to offer a comprehensive investigation o f the numerous and diverse ways i n which literary 

texts o f the classical wor ld have been responded to and refashioned by English writers. 
Covering the full range o f English literature from the early M i d d l e Ages to the present day, 

OHCREL both synthesizes existing scholarship and presents cutting-edge new research, 
employing an international team o f expert contributors for each o f the 5 volumes. 

OHCREL endeavours to interrogate, rather than inertly reiterate, conventional 
assumptions about literary periods', the processes o f canon-formation, and the relations 

between literary and non-literary discourse. I t conceives o f reception as a complex process 
o f dialogic exchange and, rather than offering large cultural generalizations, i t engages i n 

close critical analysis o f literary texts. I t explores in detail the ways i n which English writers' 
engagement w i t h classical literature casts as much l ight on the classical originals as 

i t does on the English writers' own cultural context. 

W h e n completed, this 5-volume history w i l l be one o f the largest, and potentially most 
important, projects i n the field o f classical reception ever undertaken. 

This th i rd volume, the first to appear i n the series, covers the years 1660-1790, 
explores the reception o f the ancient authors from M i l t o n to Cowper, and investigates 

the importance o f the classics w i t h i n all the major literary genres. Separate chapters analyse 
the classicism o f three major writers o f the period, M i l t o n , Dryden, and Johnson. 

C O N T R I B U T O R S 

Paul Davis, David Fairer, Phil ip Hicks, D a n Hooley, David Hopkins , Freya Johnston, 
Malco lm Kelsall, Jayne Lewis, Charles Martindale, T o m Mason, Victoria M o u l , 

Fred Parker j u a n Christian Pellicer, A d a m Potkay, Henry Power, M a r t i n Priestman, 
Bruce Redford, Phil ip Smallwood, Robin Sowerby, and Penelope W i l s o n . 



D a v i d Hopkins is Emeritus Professor o f English 
Literature and Senior Research Fel low at the 
University o f Bristol. His teaching and research 
interests have largely been focused on Engl ish 
poetry and l iterary crit icism o f the late seven­
teenth and eighteenth centuries (especially M i l t o n , 
Cowley, D r y d e n , Pope, and Johnson) and on 
English/Classical literary relations. H e is author 
o f two books on John Dryden (1986, 2004), and o f 
Conversing with Antiquity: English Poets and the 
Classics from Shakespeare to Pope (OUP, 2010). H e 
is co-editor o f The Poems of John Dryden (5 vols., 
1995-2005) and o f VOL. 3 o f The Oxford History of 
Literary Translation in English (OUP, 2005). 

Charles Mart indale is Professor o f L a t i n at the 
University o f Bristol, where he was formerly Dean 
o f Arts . H i s research interests are wide-ranging, 
w i t h a notable commitment to cross-disciplinary 
research. H e is interested i n La t in poetry (particu­
larly Catullus, V i r g i l , Horace, O v i d , and Lucan) 
and its reception, especially i n English literature. 
H e is author o f John Milton and the Transformation 
of Ancient Epic (1986), Shakespeare and the Uses of 
Antiquity (co-authored w i t h Michelle Martindale, 
1990), Redeeming the Text: Latin Poetry and the 
Hermeneutics of Reception (1993), and Latin Poetry 
and the Judgement of Taste: An Essay in Aesthetics 
(OUP, 2005). 


