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This co llec tio n o f essays fo cuses o n the v ariety o f w ays in w h i c h tho se inv o lv ed in the sex 

trad e - f r o m co urtesans and kep t w o m e n to actresses and streetw alkers - w ere rep resented in 

e ig hteenth- c entu ry l i teratu re and p o p u lar c u ltu re . 
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The b o d y is a co nstruc ted artefact u p o n w h i c h society, law , re l ig io n, eco no mics and med ic ine 

w o rk to p ro d uce an u nd erstand ing o f the p hysical b o d y that reveals as m u c h abo ut the ro le and 

nature o f gend er and cu lture as i t does abo ut the p hysical o bject i tse l f By reco g niz ing this aspect 

o f the h u m an f o rm , this series moves b ey o nd trad i tio nal d isc ip l inary bo und aries to cap ture the 

p arad ig m - sh i f ting w o rk being d o ne at the crossroads betw een gend er and c u ltu ral histo ry . 

Th is series show cases the w id e v ariety o f w o r k being d o ne o n the bo d y , gend er and c u ltu re 

f r o m across a w id e g eo g rap hical area and d raw i n g u p o n a lo ng c hro no lo g ic al span u p to the 

early tw e n ti e th century . 


