
K h a r i a , spoken i n central-eastern India , 

is a m e m b e r of the s o u t h e r n b r a n c h of the 

M u n d a fami ly , w h i c h forms the western 

b r a n c h of the A u s t r o - A s i a t i c p h y l u m , 

s t r e t c h i n g f r o m centra l I n d i a to V i e t n a m . 

The present s tudy provides the most 

extensive d e s c r i p t i o n of K h a r i a to date 

a n d covers a l l major areas of the g r a m m a r . 

O f p a r t i c u l a r interest i n the var ie ty of 

K h a r i a descr ibed here is that there is no evidence for a s s u m i n g the 

existence of parts-of-speech, s u c h as n o u n , adjective a n d verb. Rather 

f u n c t i o n s s u c h as reference, m o d i f i c a t i o n a n d p r e d i c a t i o n are expressed 

by one of t w o syntact ic s tructures , referred to here as "syntagmas". 

The v o l u m e w i l l be of equal interest to general l i n g u i s t s f r o m the fields 

of typology, l i n g u i s t i c theory, areal l i n g u i s t i c s , M u n d a l i n g u i s t i c s as 

w e l l as S o u t h A s i a n i s t s i n general . 
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