
Beyond the Boundaries 
of Bollywood 
The Many Forms of Hindi Cinema 

I n d i a n cinema i s now almost 
synonymous w i t h 'Bollywood', both 
w i t h i n I n d i a and g l o b a l l y . But does 
t h i s shorthand t e l l the whole s t o r y ? 
Does i t encompass the range of 
I n d i a ' s c i n e m a t i c production? B e y o n d 
the B o u n d a r i e s of B o l l y w o o d explores 
forms of H i n d i cinema t h a t cannot be 
termed 'Bollywood', i n c l u d i n g those 
t h a t predate i t , and those t h a t are 
undeniably d i s c r e t e from i t . 

Combining essays and i n t e r v i e w s , 
t h i s volume analyses the many 
meanings of 'Bollywood' by l o o k i n g 
at cinema i n Bombay (now Mumbai) 
i n the 1920s, the t r a n s i t i o n t o 
sound, h o r r o r films, film songs, 
and much more. In the process the 
book addresses i s s u e s which are 
e s s e n t i a l t o understanding the 
h i s t o r y of H i n d i cinema and film 
c u l t u r e . The i n t e r v i e w s b r i n g out 
ideas and r e f l e c t i o n s on the c u r r e n t ' 
s i t u a t i o n from key figures i n the 
i n d u s t r y i n c l u d i n g Anurag Kashyap, 
Bi n a P a u l , and Abhay Deol. From DVD 
p r i c i n g and i t s effect on filmmaking 
t o the development of 'hatke' cinema 
and the r o l e of film f e s t i v a l s i n 
shaping popular c u l t u r e — t h e first
hand i n s i g h t s shed new l i g h t on how 
H i n d i cinema and i t s audiences are 
always i n flux. 



Addressing the o f t e n n e g l e c t e d 
contours and forms of H i n d i cinema, 
t h i s book w i l l prove rewarding 
f o r students and s c h o l a r s of film, 
media, and c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s as 
w e l l as anybody i n t e r e s t e d i n 
In d i a n cinema, i n p a r t i c u l a r , 
H i n d i cinema. 
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