
CONTENTS

Shesha 1
Sketch 2
Battle 3
The Rock 4
The Owl 5
These Snowstorms Of The Ice's Fragrance 6
On The Scarlet-leaved Pangara Tree 8
The Rains 9
The Nomadic Caravan Of Very Slow Days 10
The Zebra 11
The Swing 12
One's Trance Turns Into Water 13
Sati 14
My Ears On The Seashore 15
Her Rhymeless Smiles 16
On The Seashore At Ebb-time 17
In A Dark Pot Of Clay 18
Prophets 19
The Moon and the Mule 21
The Story of Karma 22
I yearned to search other skies 23
I burst into branches of pleasure 24
Blushing red plumes and pollen 25
Minutes flew away as a flock of birds 26
Two Circles 27
Like Sparrows From The Wild 28
Pulse 29
In Ethiopia 30



Dreaming of a Morgue 41
Symphony in Ultraviolet Blue 42
Make-believe 50
I Walk 51
Tearing The Face Out 52
The Insect of My Anguish 54
They Tell Me Your Colour Is Blue 55
What I am Expressing Is Itself Love 56
The Stripped Hill 57
Chitre's Orchestra 58
The fruit that we coveted 60
Being Water 61
The Outside World Flows Into Language Through Me 62
End 63
Gurudutt is Found Dead 64
Bonnie O'Connell, November 1975 68
Inferno 69
Purgatario 70
Paradiso 71
From Moscow To Leningrad (1980) 72
Moscow, 1980 73
Leningrad, sans Mandelstam, April 1980: 74
Kiev, Ukraine: April 1980 75
Underneath the Chandeliers Hung by Stalin 76
On the Streets of Leningrad 77
On the way to Petrograd / Leningrad 78
Hungary: Jansco, Bartok, and I 80
A Half-truth-1 81
A Half-truth-2 82
A Half-truth-3 83
Group Photo 85
Flesh Tint 90
The Banyan Tree 92



Pronouncing The Great Mantra 93
A Poetic History of People Who Do Not Speak 102
I've Been There 107
I lived and I felt I was moved by moving among people 109
Magic Muhalla 110
Rahman, You Are Too Late 111
Rahman, Salma and I 112
The String of Salma's Blue Salwar 113
The Perfumed Garden 114
When Mumtaaz-bi Died 116
At Midnight in the Bakery at the Corner 117
Salma-2 118
Salma-3 119
Salma-4 120
Salma-5 121
Salma-6 122
Salma-7 123
Determined To Tell Lies 124
As There's A Muhalla in a City 125
What Opium Have I Consumed 127
When the Assassin Came with a Rampuri Knife 129
Rahman's Soliloquy 130
Rahman: Nujool-e-Wahi 131
Riot 134
Rahman Used To Say 135
Rahman's Voice Comes From A Deep Well 138
Salma's Eyes Are A Wedding Procession 139
Although The Madarasa Is Empty Now 140
Salma A Reflection On The Water 141
Lines (1994) 142
Afterword 146
A Dilip Chitre Chronology 149
Poetry by Dilip Chitre 161


