
The History on Film Reader 

H i s to r i c a l f i lm s tud ies is a bu rgeon i ng f i e ld , w i t h a la rge and ever g r o w i n g numbe r 

of pub l i c a t i ons f r o m ac ros s the g lobe . The History on Film Reader d i s t i l s t h i s mass 

of wo rk , o f f e r i ng readers an i n t r oduc t i on to jus t under 3 0 of the mos t c r i t i c a l and 

representat ive w r i t i n g s on the r e l a t i on sh i p between f i lm and h i s to ry . F i l m s d i scussed 

inc lude: Gladiator, Forrest Gump, Pan's Labyrinth, Titanic, and Life is Beautiful. 

T h e m a t i c a l l y s t ruc tu red , th i s book o f fe rs an ove r v i ew of the v a r y i ng way s in 

wh i ch s cho la r s see film as c on t r i b u t i n g to ou r unde r s t and i ng of h i s to ry , f r o m film's 

re l a t i onsh ip w i t h w r i t t en h i s to r ies , to each one ' s p a r t i c u l a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and a l so 

the i r ro le in educa t i on , i n do c t r i n a t i on , and en t e r t a i nmen t . It d r aws t oge the r the 

con t r i bu t i ons of s cho l a r s f r o m a va r i e t y of fields, such as P i e r r e S o r l i n , N a t a l i e 

Z emon Dav is , Robe r t Rosenstone, M a r c i a Landy , Hayden W h i t e , J e a n B a u d r i l l a r d , 

Ro l and Ba r thes , P h i l i p Rosen , Roy Rosenzwe i g , and Dav i d The l e n . Toge the r , these 

w r i t i ng s represent a novel c o m b i n a t i o n of ins ights f r o m film theory , c u l t u r a l s tud ies , 

h i s to r i og raphy , the h i s to ry of c i n ema , and film p r o m o t i o n and r e cep t i on . 

Inc l ud ing an i n t r oduc t i on w h i c h desc r ibes the field of h i s t o r i c a l film s tud ies , 

sect ion i n t roduc t i ons wh i c h con tex tua l i s e the chap te r s and a filmography, th i s is an 

essent ia l c o l l e c t i on f o r a l l those in teres ted in the r e l a t i on sh i p between h i s to ry and 

film. 
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