
The Routledge Companion to Victorian Literature o f fers 45 c h a p t e r s by lead ing 
in ternat ional scho la rs w o r k i n g w i t h the m o s t d y n a m i c a n d inf luent ial po l i t ica l , cu l tura l , a n d 
theore t ica l issues add ress ing V ic tor ian l i terature today . Scho la rs a n d s t u d e n t s wil l f ind th is 
co l lec t ion b o t h useful a n d insp i r ing. 

R igorous ly e n g a g e d w i th cur rent scho la rsh ip tha t is b o t h h istor ical ly sensi t ive a n d 
theoret ica l ly i n fo rmed , the Routledge Companion p laces the genres of the nove l , poetry, 
a n d d r a m a a n d issues of gender , soc ia l c lass , a n d race in conve rsa t i on w i th sub jec ts like 
eco logy, co lon ia l i sm, the Goth ic , d ig i ta l human i t ies , sexual i t ies, disabi l i ty, mater ia l cu l ture , 
a n d an imal s tud ies . 

This gu ide is a i m e d at scho la rs w h o w a n t t o k n o w the m o s t s ign i f icant cr i t ical a p p r o a c h e s 
in V ic tor ian s tud ies , o f ten wr i t ten by the very scho la rs w h o he lped f o u n d t h o s e f ie lds. It 
add resses major theoret ica l m o v e m e n t s s u c h as narrat ive theory, f o r m a l i s m , h is to r ic ism, 
a n d e c o n o m i c theory, as wel l as V ic tor ian m o d e l s of s u b j e c t s s u c h as an th ropo logy , 
cogn i t i ve sc ience , a n d rel ig ion. W i th its l ists of key w o r k s , r ich c ross - re fe renc ing , ex tens ive 
b ib l iograph ies , a n d exp l i ca t ions of scholar ly t ra jec tor ies , t he b o o k is a cruc ia l resource 
for g radua te s t u d e n t s a n d a d v a n c e d underg radua tes , wh i le o f fer ing invaluable s u p p o r t t o 
more s e a s o n e d scho la rs . 

D e n n i s D e n i s o f f is McFar l in E n d o w e d Chair o f Engl ish at t he Univers i ty of Tulsa. He is 
the au thor of, a m o n g o ther w o r k s , Aestheticism and Sexual Parody a n d Sexual Visuality 
from Literature to Film. He is the ed i to r of Arthur Machen: Decadent and Occult Works 
a n d a spec ia l issue of Victorian Review on "Natura l Env i ronmen ts , " f o u n d i n g c o - e d i t o r 
of The Yel low Ninet ies Onl ine, a n d c o - e d i t o r of Perennial Decay: On the Aesthetics and 
Politics of Decadence. He has recent ly pub l i shed o n sexual i ty , t he occu l t , eco-spi r i tua l i ty , 
d e c a d e n c e , a n d the env i ronmenta l human i t ies . He is cur rent ly ed i t ing a spec ia l issue of 
Victorian Literature and Culture o n d e c a d e n c e a n d c o m p l e t i n g a m o n o g r a p h o n d e c a d e n t 
e c o l o g y a n d the new p a g a n i s m (1860 -1920 ) . 

Tal ia S c h a f f e r is Pro fessor of Engl ish at Q u e e n s Co l lege a n d The G r a d u a t e Cen te r at 
Ci ty Univers i ty of N e w York. She is the au thor o f Romance's Rival, Novel Craft, a n d The 
Forgotten Female Aesthetes. She has ed i ted Literature and Culture at the Fin de Siecle, 
a scholar ly ed i t ion of Lucas Male t 's 1901 nove l , The History of Sir Richard Calmady, a n d 
c o - e d i t e d Women and British Aestheticism as wel l as a spec ia l issue of Victorian Review, 
"Ex tend ing Fami l ies. " Schaf fer has pub l i shed w ide ly o n V ic tor ian famil ia l a n d mar i ta l 
n o r m s , femin is t scho la rsh ip , d isabi l i ty s tud ies , e th ica l read ings , w o m e n wr i te rs , mater ia l 
cu l ture, a n d popu la r f i c t ion . She is c o m p l e t i n g a m o n o g r a p h o n the femin is t t heo ry of 
"e th ics of ca re " as a new w a y of th ink ing a b o u t soc ia l co l lec t iv i ty in V ic tor ian f i c t ion . 


