
Contents

Illustrations 9

Abbreviations 13

Preface 19

Acknowledgments 21

PART I: HELLENISM AND THE UMAYYADS
by GARTH FOWDEN

1. Qusayr 'Amra 25

The baths of Gadara 25
Qusayr 'Amra: The buildings 26
The patron's identity 37

2. Royal imagery 43

Portrait of a prince 43
A dynastic icon 55
The six kings 58

3. Bathing women and huntresses 75

Artful minxes 75
Nudity 82
Women at the hunt 86

4. Mythology and philosophy 97

Mythology 98
Philosophy 106



5. Barbarians in the bath 115

Greek and Arabic 115
Patrons, artisans an d artists 121
Constructing a cultural persona 126
Barbarians in the bath 140

PART II: CHRISTIANITY AND THE UMAYYADS
by ELIZABETH KEY FOWDEN

6. Monks, monasteries and early Islam 149

Monastic culture on the eve of Islam 149
The continuation of monasticism after the conquests 159
Early Islamic reactions to monks and monasticism 167

7. Christian monasteries and Umayyad residences
in late antique Syria 175

Qasr al-Hayr al-Gharbl ill
R usafa t Hisham 186
Al-Khawarnaq 190

Bibliography 193

Index 215

Plates 221


