
Contents

Introduction to frequency and the emergence of linguistic structure 1
Joan Bybee and Paul Hopper

Part I: Patterns of Use

Transitivity, clause structure, and argument structure:
Evidence from conversation 27
Sandra A. Thompson and Paul J. Hopper

Local patterns of subjectivity in person and verb type in
American English conversation 61
Joanne Scheibman

Paths to prepositions? A corpus-based study of the acquisition of a
lexico-grammatical category 91
Naomi Hallan

Part II: Word-level frequency effects

Lexical diffusion, lexical frequency, and lexical analysis 123
Betty S. Phillips

Exemplar dynamics: Word frequency, lenition and contrast 137
Janet B. Pierrehumbert

Emergent phonotactic generalizations in English and Arabic 159
Stefan A. Frisch, Nathan R. Large, Bushra Zawaydeh,
and David B. Pisoni

Ambiguity and frequency effects in regular verb inflection 181
Mary L. Hare, Michael Ford and William D. Marslen-Wilson

Frequency, regularity and the paradigm: A perspective from Russian
on a complex relation 201
Greville Corbett, Andrew Hippisley, Dunstan Brown,
and Paul Marriott



VI CONTENTS

Part III: Phrases and constructions

Probabilistic relations between words: Evidence from reduction
in lexical production 229
Daniel Jurafsky, Alan Bell, Michelle Gregory,
and William D. Raymond

Frequency effects and word-boundary palatalization in English 255
Nathan Bush

The role of frequency in the realization of English that 281
Catie Berkenfield

Frequency, iconicity, categorization: Evidence from emerging modals 309
Manfred G. Krug

Frequency effects on French liaison 337
Joan Bybee

The role of frequency in the specialization of the English anterior 361
K. Aaron Smith

Hypercorrect pronoun case in English? Cognitive processes that account
for pronoun usage 383
Joyce Tang Boyland

Variability, frequency, and productivity in the irrealis domain of French 405
Shana Poplack

Part IV: General

Familiarity, information flow, and linguistic form 431
Gertraud Fenk-Oczlon

Emergentist approaches to language 449
Brian Macwhinney

Inflationary effects in language and elsewhere 471
Östen Dahl

Subject index 481
Name index 487


