11-1. Wylie Transliteration

The following overview lists the transliterations for each Tibetan letter according to Turrell Wylie's
transliteration scheme. Note that a transliteration scheme does net represents the pronunciation — it
only expresses the Tibetan spelling!
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In Wylie transliteration each syllable is transliterated from left to right and from top top bottom —
similar to the way of spelling a Tibetan syllable but without explicit indication of stacking. After
transliterating the stack that contains the root letter the vowel is written. If there is no vowel sign

[P 4]

then an “a” must be written after the root stack.

For example:

g =bu i = rgyud
a _ A — 1
E3 = chos gy = stong nyid
If a syllable contains no vowel sign then the letter “a” must be written. For example:

= lha NERNFN = sangs rgyas
QRN = bsgrags pa AR = rgyal ba

In syllables that contain two vowels both vowels must be transliterated including the implicit “a”
vowel wherever it is present. Note that Q" is transliterated as '. For example:

& =pa'o za = po'i

Aq =le'u =3 = nga'i

In Wylie Transliteration stacking stacking normally implied based on standard Tibetan prefix, suffix
and superscript/subscript rules. The basic assumption is that whenever stacking is possible based on
the usual Tibetan rules, then stacking should be done. There are, however a few cases where this
implicit stacking is not desired for the word in question or where stacking is required even though
the standard stacking rules do not permit it. For these cases the following additional conventions by
the University of Virginia are useful:

* prevent stacking between two letters: “.” (dot) c.g.: 3 =gya but 21"047; g.yang
» force stacking of two letters: “+”, e.g. 1’453 pad+me

The original Wylie system instead capitalizes the root letter to prevent stacking.



