
Beyond Boycotts 

-

Sport during the Cold War in Europe 

Edited by 
Philippe Vonnard, Nicola Sbetti and Gregory Quin 

Afterword by 
Martin Polley 

DE GRUYTER 
OLDENBOURG 



ISBN 978·3-11·052666·0 

e-lSBN (PDF) 978·3-11·052909·8

e-lSBN (EPUB) 978·3·11-052673-8

library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publlcation Data 

A CIP catalog record for thls book has been applied for at the Llbrary of Congress. 

Bibliographie Information published bythe Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliografie; 

detailed bibliographlc data are available on the Internet at http://dnb.dnb.de. 

© 2018 Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston 

Cover: 1974 FIFA World cup, the two captains ofWest and East Germany shook their hand just 

before the game, © FIFA photography archives collections 

Printing and blnding: CPI books GmbH, Leck 

e Printed on acid-free paper 
Printed in Germany 

www.degruyter.com 

A
"' 

MIX 

".,_,) Papieraue varantwor* 

FSC 
tungsvollen Quellen 

www.,,.,,, FSC• C083411 



Table of-Contents · · ' 1· 

Philippe Vonnard, Nicola Sbetti, and Gregory Quin 
lntroduction -1 

First Part. Creating relations between European states. Sport 
as tool of diplomacy 

  

Nicola Sbetti' '" �· , • , ... 
Playing at the border of the Cold War 

The case of the. city of Trieste (1945-1948) -17

by Daniel Svensson and Anna Aberg 
An Even Colder War? 

Specialization and Scientization in the Training methods for Cross-Country 
Skiing from the 1940s in Sweden and the Soviet Union.:-::- 33 · · ' 

Juan Antonio Sim6n 
Athletes of Diplomacy: 

Francoism, Sport and the Cold War during the 1960s -55

Second part. A European space of exchanges. Crossing the, 
lron Curtain with sport 

 · 

Sylvain Dufraisse 
The emergence of Europe-wide collaboratlon and competition: 

Soviet sports interactions in Europe. 1945-mid·1960s. - 71

Philippe Vonnard and Kevin Marston 
Building bridges between separated Europeans: 

The role of UEFA's competitions in East-West exchanges (1955-
1964)-85 

Stefan Scholl 
Cooperation and conflict: 

The case of the European Sports ��nference in the 1970s and 
1980s-109 



VIII - Table of Contents 

Third Part. Globalizing sport. ~urope as a site of international 
sporting diplomacy 

Fran{:ois Doppler-Speranza 
"Shooting Hoops with Foreign Teams": 

Basketball Ambassadors on US Military Bases in France (1916-
1961)-135 

Claire Nicolas 
The Ghana Young Pioneers 

lntertwining global connections to build a Pan-Africanist youth -157 

Souvik Naha 
"The Russian deadpan expert" vs "America's white hope": 

The personal, the national, and the global in the "Cold War" of 
chess-179 

Quentin Tonnerre and Gregory Quin 
A forgotten "ping-pong diplomacy"? 

About the Chinese ping-pong players' tour of Switzerland (1972) -195 

Martin Polley 
Afterword - 213 

Bibliography- 219 

Contributors (by alphabetical order) 
Biographies - 229 

lndex-233 

Philippe Vonnard, N 

lntroduction 

"Divided but no1 
studying a new 
sport during thE 

"When Tito rhymes with F 
ed on 27 December 1955 ii 
tween Real Madrid and JSJ 
first European Champiofü 
it opposed two countries 
cause of their strongly di 
one was Francoist, a chai 
though it was part of the 
tions with the West than c 
anti-Francoist. On top of 
namely El Caudillo Francc 
spective club. All the diplc 
help of joumalists from t 
have proper legations, tb 
visas. Both teams faced , 
to go and play in the 
match, first in Madrid in I 
football beat all obstacles 
mid-1950s - at the begim 
oured these rapprochemE 
"coup de force". 

This example highligt 
to defy the international I 

1 Hochscherf, Tobias, Laucht, 1 

nected: German Experiences of 
2 "Quand Tito rime avec Frarn 
3 About this competition, see: 
the Origins of the European Cl 
619. 

https://doi.org/10.1515/978311052! 


