20 NOV 1996
Agong- Peru
MALAYSI A TO BACK PERU BI D TO JO N APEC

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 20 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar said Mal aysia | ooks forward to Peru becom ng a nmenber of the Asia
Paci fi c Econoni c Cooperation (Apec) forumin the near future.

He said Mal aysia is convinced that Apec will be opened to all Pacific
rimnations and that it will support Peru in realising the objective.

"We are sure that Peru will enrich our deliberations and contribute
much to the common prosperity of the Pacific nations,"” he said at a state
banquet in honour of Peruvian President Al berto Fujinori at |stana Negara
tonight. Fujinori arrived today for a three-day state visit.

Apec, fornmed in 1989, groups Australia, Brunei, Canada, China, Chile,
Hong Kong, | ndonesia, Japan, South Korea, Ml aysia, Mexico, New Zeal and,
Papua New Gui nea, the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand and the
United States.

Tuanku Ja' afar said Fujinmori's visit would provide a good opportunity
to witness the positive devel opnents and changes taking place in Ml aysi a.

"I believe that our two governments intend to conclude sone agreements
to foster econom c and technical cooperation in agriculture, primary
commodi ties and | and devel oprent, " he sai d.

Tuanku Ja' afar said as a small country, Ml aysia relies a great deal on
external trade for its economc growh and well-being, and constantly | ooks
for new markets and new opportunities for economn ¢ cooperation.

The Ml aysi an governnment | ooked forward to further joint discussions
with Peru on appropriate neasures to be taken to expand bil ateral trade and
facilitate joint-venture projects.

Tuanku Ja' afar al so noted that a Ml aysi an conpany had becone part
owner of the only hotel in Macchu Picchu, the ancient Inca city in Peru

His Majesty had visited Peru in 1991 while Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad visited the country in October 1995 during which severa
agreenments were signed to provide a framework for pronoting nore tangible
ties.

Tuanku Ja' afar al so said the first Ml aysi an anbassador to Peru had
assunmed his post in Lima in Cctober |ast year.

"Wth both countries having resident mssions in each other's capital,
this augurs well for the future of our bilateral relations,” the King said.
At the dinner, Tuanku Ja' afar conferred the Darjah U ama Seri Mhkota
(DW) (The Most Exalted Order of the Crown) on Fujinori who reciprocated by
presenting his country's "Sol Del Peru" (The Sun of Peru) Order to the

Ki ng.

The DMN is only linmted to 30 persons, 15 of whom may be foreign
royalty, heads of state or very distingui shed persons.

In his reply, Fujinori described Ml aysia's advancenment into one of the
nost progressive nations in Asia as an outstandi ng experience which
stinmulated the inmagination and is a nodel to follow.

He said Peru had al so undergone a difficult period of nationa
reconstruction but with highly successful results.

"Qur country overcane the grave afflictions of hyperinflation,
terrorist violence, international isolation and chaos, and today the
country rides the first waves of econoni c devel opnent," he said.

Fujinori said with his visit this tinme around he brought a firm
commtnent to continue to contribute, as Mal aysia does, towards an even
closer bilateral relationship for nmutual benefits.



This is Fujinmori's second visit to Kuala Lunpur after the first in
Novenber 1991.

He noted that Ml aysian investment in the Peruvian tourismsector, in
particul ar, was growing since Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s visit to his country |ast year which also led to fruitful
contacts between Peruvian entrepreneurs and their Ml aysi an counterparts.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir and his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, President of the Senate Datuk Adam Kadir and nenbers of
Fujinori's del egation conprising cabi net m nisters and corporate | eaders.
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