
©2004 MICHAEL W. CHARNEY 
 

SOAS Bulletin of Burma Research Bibliographic Supplement (Winter, 2004) ISSN 1479-
8484 

 
THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BURMA (MYANMAR) 
RESEARCH: THE SECONDARY LITERATURE 

(2004 Revision) 
 
 
Michael Walter Charney (comp.)1 
School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
“The ‘Living’ Bibliography of Burma Studies: The Secondary Literature” was first 
published in 2001, with the last update dated 26 April 2003. The SOAS Bulletin of 
Burma Research has been expanded to include a special bibliographic supplement 
this year, and every other year hereafter, into which additions and corrections to the 
bibliography will be incorporated. In the interim, each issue of the SOAS Bulletin 
of Burma Research will include a supplemental list, arranged by topic and sub-
topic. Readers are encouraged to contact the SOAS Bulletin of Burma Research 
with information about their publications, hopefully with a reference to a topic and 
sub-topic number for each entry, so that new information can be inserted into the 
bibliography correctly. References should be submitted in the form followed by the 
bibliography, using any of the entries as an example. 

Please note that any particular entry will only be included once, regardless 
of wider relevance. Eventually, all entries will be cross-listed to indicate other 
areas where a particular piece of research might be of use. This list has been 
compiled chiefly from direct surveys of the literature with additional information 
supplied by the bibliographies of numerous and various sources listed in the 
present bibliography. Additional sources include submissions from members of the 
BurmaResearch (including the former Earlyburma) and SEAHTP egroups, as well 
as public domain listings of personal publications on the internet. Please also note 
that newspaper and newsletter articles, encyclopedia articles, conference papers, 
and papers in progress will not be included in this list, as most are short pieces or 
extracts from already, or eventually to be, published works.  
 

M. W. C. 
DISCLAIMER: This bibliography is solely intended as a guide or survey to the literature. 
No claim is made for the accuracy or completeness of the information provided in this 
bibliography. The information provided is intended only as an initial survey of the 
literature. This compiler does not accept any responsibility for problems resulting from the 
use of the information provided. All information should be verified elsewhere.  

 
                                                 
1 Significant help was provided by numerous readers of the SOAS Bulletin of Burma 
Research.and members of the BurmaResearch, SEAHTP, and former EarlyBurma e-lists. 
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This bibliography is organized by topic and sub-topic according to the 
following sheme:  
 
  PART I: BURMA TO 1948 

 
(I)   Archaeology and Pre-Pagan Era   10 

A. General 
B. Upper Burma 
C. Lower Burma & the Pyu  
D. Western Burma 

 
(II)   General Histories (Pagan era to 1947)    16 

A. Broad Surveys  
B. History of Administration   
C. Sasana Reform   

 
(III)   Pagan Period        22 

A. General   
B. Upper Burma 
C. Lower Burma & the Mons   
D. Western Burma   

 
(IV)   Early Modern Period (1350-1756)    31 

A. State Formation and Administration 
B. Culture and Religion  
C. Law & Concepts   
D. Individual Kings 

1. Mìn-gyì-nyo  
2. Bayìn-naung  

E. Ethnic Relations  
F. Foreign Impact and Relations  

 1. The Chinese      
 2. The Europeans      
 3. Bengal      
 4. Sri Lanka      
 5. Thailand      

G. Arakan  
H. Warfare  
I. Miscellaneous     
  

(V)   Kòn-baung Period (fpiX:`B\ X̂`IoX)   46 
A. General  
B. Court Life  
C. Administration  
D. Law & Legal Theory   
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E. Economy  
F. Religion 

 1. Buddhism       
 2. Christianity       

G. Individual Reigns       
 1. Alaung-hpayà 

2. Bò-daw-hpayà 
3. Ba-gyì-daw       

 4. Mindon       
 5. Thibaw       

H. Foreign Relations       
 1. With Other Asian States 

a. General  
  b. China  
  c. With Vietnam 
 2. With Europe  

a. France 
b. With other European States  

  c. Great Britain 
I. Anglo-Burmese Wars   

 1. General       
 2. First Anglo-Burmese War     
 3. Second Anglo-Burmese War     
 4. Third Anglo-Burmese War     

 
(VI)   Colonial Period  (fpdgdpiZ`IoX)   68 

A. General 
B. Colonial ‘Pacification’ (to 1895)  
C. Administration 
D. Economy        

    1. General Economy       
    2. Industries       
     a. General      
     b. Salt       
     c. Rubber      
     d. Handicrafts      
    3. Transportation Infrastructure     
    4. Agriculture       
    5. Oil & Mineral Extraction     
    6. Fisheries       
    7. Foreign Trade 
    8. Opium 

E. Education 
F. Indian Minority 
G. Relations with China and the Chinese in Burma  
H. Rebellions and Nationalist Movements 
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    1. General       
    2. Students Movement & Political Parties     
    3. Aung San       
    4. Rebellions 

I. Second World War       
    1. Japanese Occupation       
    2. Allied War Effort in Burma     
    3. Allied POWs in Burma      

J. 1945-1947 
K. Religion        

    1. Buddhism      
    2. Catholicism       
    3. Baptist Missions      

 4. Animism   
L. Law & Law Enforcement  
M. Demography 
N. Clubs, Associations, and Related Organizations 
O. Communications 

 
(VII)  Historiography     101 

    
(VIII)   Art & Architecture     106 

A. General        
B. Tapestries        
C. Brick & Stone     
   
D. Buddhist Images       
E. Buildings        
F. Mural Paintings       
G. Ceramics        
H. Wood & Ivory Carving 
I. Bronzes     

 
(IX)   Numismatics      113 

 
PART II: BURMA SINCE 1948 (& GENERAL STUDIES) 

 
(X)   Independent Burma/Myanmar: General Studies 115 
 
(XI)   Administration (since 1948)     117 

 
(XII)   Politics (1948-1962)      119 

A. General 
B. Arakan 
C. U Nu 
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D. Communists 
E. Caretaker Government   

 
(XIII)   Politics: The Ne Win Regime    124 

 
(XIV)   Politics: SLORC/SPDC    129 

 
(XV)   Democracy, Students and Politics   136 

 
(XVI)   Insurgencies (from 1962)    139 

 
(XVII)   Politics and the Environment    142 

 
(XVIII) Refugees      143 

 
(XIX)   Foreign Relations (since 1948)   144 

A. General        
B. ASEAN        
C. China 
D. India 
E. Israel 
F. Japan 
G. Korea 
H. Nonaligned Movement; Neutralism, Policy of. 
I. Thailand        
J. United Nations 
K. United States  
L. International NGOs 
M. Vietnam    

 
(XX)   Military Forces (since 1948)     152 

A. History of the Armed Forces 
B. Armed Forces in General 
C. Airforce 
D. Navy 
E. Signals & Intelligence 
F. Arms & Procurement 
G. Officer Training 
H. Military Engineer Corps 
I. Martial Arts 

 
(XXI)   Economy (since 1948)    156 

A. General        
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B. Labour, Wages, and Social Welfare      
C. Banking        
D. Business        
E. Industry        
F. Agriculture    
G. Foreign Investment 
H. Transportation 
I. Pearl Industry 
J. Buddhism and Socialism      
K. Animal Husbandry 
L. Electrification 
M. Mineral Resources 
N. Shipping 

 
(XXII)   Law & History of.     170 

A. General        
B. History of Burmese Law      
C. Buddhist Law 
D. Constitutional Law & Constitution     
E. Customary Law & Folk-tales 
F. Financial        
G. Legal Profession       
H. Family Law      
I. Philosophy (moral and legal)      

 
(XXIII)   Literature      174 

A. History of Literature 
B. Prose         
C. Drama        
D. Folktales        
E. Verse 
F. Other 
G. Fiction by Burmese 
H. Fiction about Burma 
I. Film 
J. Comics  
K. Songs  

 
(XXIV)   Languages & Linguistics    184 

A. General 
B. Alphabets & Scripts 
C. Classication 
D. Comparative With Non-Tibeto-Burman Languages 
E. Cross-Influences 
F. Grammars 

1. Burmese 
2. Burmese Dialects 
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3. Chin 
4. Kachin 
5. Karen 
6. Kemi 
7. Lahu 
8. Lisu 
9. Mon 
10. Pali 
11. Pyu 
12. Rong 
13. Shan 

G. Neologisms 
H. Nissayas 
I. Personal Names 
J. Philology 
K. Predicates 
L. Prefixes 
M. Tones 

 
(XXV)   Anthropology       197 

A. General         
B. Arakanese        
C. Chins       
D. Chinese        
E. Gwe 
F. Indians        
G. Kachins        
H. Karens       
I. Kayah  
J. Lahu       
K. Lisu 
L. Moken       
M. Mon 
N. Muslims       
O. Nagas 
P. Padaungs     
Q. Panthay    
R. Shan     
S. Wa    

 
(XXVI)  Religion & History of.    211 

A. General       
B. Brahmanism 
C. Buddhism       
D. Nats and Related Cults  
E. Christianity  
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F. Mystical Science      
 

(XXVII)  Society      223 
A. Daily Life & Sociology 
B. Women 
C. Children 
D. Education  

 
(XXVIII)  Health & the Body     227 

A. Medicine 
B. Psychology 
C. Stimulants 
D. Tattoos 

 
(XXIX) Geography       231 

A. General       
B. Climate and Physical Geography 
C. Urban Studies  
D. Energy  
E. Geology 

     
(XXX)   Science & Technology    240 

A. General 
B. Ornithology 
C. Botany 
D. Zoology 
E. Marine Life 
F. Land Mammals 
G. Snakes and Reptiles 
H. Parasites, Insects, and Worms 
I. Transportation Technologies 

 
(XXXI)  Music & History of     247 
 

PART III: REFERENCE 
 

(XXXII)  Bibliographies, Source Surveys, & Library Science 248 
A. Lexicographies & Specialized Dictionaries 
B. Burmese/English 
C. Burmese/French 
D. Burmese/German 
 
E. Karen/English 
F. Mon/English 
G. Pali/English  
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(XXXIII)   Dictionaries & Lexicography   257 
 

(XXXIV)  Calculations      260 
A. Calendar & Dates 
B. Mathematics 
C. Astronomy & Astrology 

 
(XXXV)   Biographies, Obituaries    262 

 
(XXXVI)   Travel Guides     264 
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PART I 
BURMA PRIOR TO 1948 

 
I. Archaeology & Pre-Pagan Era 

 
I. A Pre-Pagan: General 
 
Aung Thaw. “The Neolithic Culture of the Padah-lin Caves.” Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 52.1 (June 1969): 9-23. 
 
Aung-Thwin, Michael A. “Origins and Development of the Field of Prehisto0ry in Burma.” 

Asian Perspectives 40.1 (Spring 2001): 6-35. 
 
Ba Maw. “Research on Early Man in Myanmar.” Myanmar Historical Research Journal 1 

(1995): 213-220. 
 
Forbes, C. J. F. S. Legendary History of Burma and Arakan. Rangoon, Government Press. 

1882. 
    
 Despite the title there is very little here on Arakan [M.W.C.]. 
 
Ito, Toshikatsu. “Cotton Production and the Dry Areas in Mainland Southeast Asia From 

the 6th to the 9th Centuri[es].” In Fukui Hayao (ed.),The Dry Areas of Southeast Asia: 
Harsh or Benign Envrionment? (Kyoto: Kyoto University, 1999): 95-105. 

 
Luce, Gordon Hannington. Phases of Pre-Pagán Burma: Languages and History. 2 vols. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1985. 
 
Luce, G. H. “The Advent of Buddhism to Burma.” In L. Cousins and A. Kunst (eds.). 

Buddhist Studies in Honour of Miss. I. B. Horner. (Dordrecht, 1974): 119-138. 
 
May Oung. “Shwe Nat-Taung Thamaing.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 1.2 

(December, 1911): 52-56. 
 

On the pre-Pagan period [M.W.C.]. 
  
Moore, Elizabeth & U Aung Myint. “Beads of Myanmar (Burma). Line Decorated Beads 

Amongst the Pyu and Chin.” Journal of the Siam Society 81.1 (1993): 53-87. 
 
Movius, Hallam L., Jr. “Stone Age in Burma.” Transactions of the American Philosophical 

Society 32 (1943): 341-393. 
 
Movius, Hallam L. & De Terra, Helmut. “Research on Early Man in Burma.” Transactions 

of the American Philosophical Society (New Series) 32.3 (1943): 265-393. 
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Myint Aung. “The Excavations at Halin.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 53.2 
(December, 1970): 55-64. 

 
Noetling, F. “On the Discovery of Chipped Flints in the Upper Miocene of Burma.” Record 

of the Geological Survey of India 27 (1894): 1-3. 
 
San Nyein. “Nyaunggan Bronze Age.” In Proceedings of the Myanmar Two Millenia 

Conference, 15-17 December 1999 (Yangon: Universities Historical Research 
Centre, 2000): 3.1-9. 

    
Stargardt, Janice. Tracing Through things: The Oldest Pali Texts and the Early Buddhist 

Archaeology of India and Burma. Amsterdam: Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. 2000. 

 
Stuart, John. “Glimpses of Pre-Historic Burma.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 9.2 

(August, 1919): 109-111. 
 

Stuart challenges several pirces of information about early Burma made in a book by 
the scholar of China, Gordon Selfridge [M.W.C.]. 

 
Than Tun. “Prehistoric Researches in Myanmar.” In Traditons in Current Perspective: 

Proceedings of the Conference on Myanmar and Southeast Asian Studies, 15-17 
November 1995, Yangon (Yangon: Universities Historical Research Centre, 1996): 
25-29. 

 
Tin Thein, Aung Naing Soe, Soe Thura Tun, Than Htut, Major Soe Nyunt, Major Bo Bo, 

and Colonel Than Tun. “Evidence of Stone Age Dwellers in Waiponla Cave.” 
Myanmar Historical Research Journal 8 (December 2001): 1-6. 

 
Win Maung (Tampawady). “Sa-mon River Valley Civilization: Recent Information for 

Field Exploration.” Indo-Asiatische Zeitschrift (Berlin) 6/7 (2002-2003): 126-143. 
    
 
I. B.  Pre-Pagan: Upper Burma 
 
Aung-Thwin, Michael. “Burma Before Pagan: The Satus of Archaeology Today.” Asian 

Perspectives 25 (1982-83): 1-21. 
    
Ba Maw. “The First Discovery in the Evolution of Anyathian Cultures from a Single Site in 

Myanmar.” Myanmar Historical Research Journal 2 (June 1998): 97-105. 
 
Burney, Henry. “Discovery of Buddhist Images with Deva-nagari Inscriptions at Tagaoung, 

the Ancient Capital of the Burmese Empire.” Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal (1836): 157-164. 
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Furnivall, John Sydenham. “The Foundation of Pagan.” Journal of the Burma Research 
Society 1.2 (December, 1911): 6-9. 

 
Despite what the title may lead some to believe, it really covers the pre-Pagan 
period, especially the legendary Pyu-zaw-hti, who is technically attributed with the 
foundation of Pagan, but really belongs to the pre-Pagan period. [M.W.C.]. 

 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “Old Prome.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 20.2 

(August, 1930): 81-82. 
 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “Notes on a Visit to Tagaung.” Journal of the Burma Research 

Society 20.2 (August, 1930): 81-82. 
 
Grant Brown, W. F. “The Pre-Buddhist Religion of the Burmese.” Folklore 32 (1921): 77-

100. 
 
Grant Brown, R. “The Origin of the Burmese.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 2.1 

(June, 1912): 1-7. 
    
Gutman, Pamela & Hudson, Bob. “The Archaeology of Burma (Myanmar) from the 

Neolithic to Pagan.” In Ian Glover and Peter Bellwood (eds.). Southeast Asia from 
Prehistory to History (London & New York: RoutledgeCurzon, 2004): 149-176. 

 
Hudson, Bob, U Nyein Win, & U Win Maung (Tanpawady). “Digging for Myths: 

Archaeological Excavations and Surveys of the Legendary Nineteen Founding 
Villages of Pagan.” In Green, Alexandra & Blurton (eds.). Burma: Art and 
Archaeology (London: British Museum Press, 2002): 9-22. 

 
Luce, Gordon Hannington. “Old Kyaukse and the Coming of the Burmans.” Journal of the 

Burma Research Society 42.1 (1959): 75-109. 
    
Luce, G. H. “Davaravati and Old Burma.” Journal of the Siam Society 53 (1965): 9-25. 
    
Miksic, John. “Cities in Ancient Myanmar: Orthogenetic or Heterogenetic?” In Proceedings 

of the Myanmar Two Millenia Conference, 15-17 December 1999 (Yangon: 
Universities Historical Research Centre, 2000): 3.21-38. 

    
Moore, Elizabeth. “Bronze and Iron Age Sites in Upper Myanmar: Chindwin, Samon, and 

Pyu.” SOAS Bulletin of Burma Research 1.1 (Spring, 2003): 24-39. 
 
Moore, Elizabeth. “Stone Tools and Rings: Neolithic and Bronze Age Change.” In Essays 

in Commemoration of the Golden Jubilee of the Myanmar Historical Commission 
(Yangon: Universities Historical Research Centre, 2005): 203-229. 

 
Moore, Elizabeth & Pauk Pauk. “Nyaung-gan: A Preliminary Note on a Bronze Age 

Cemetery Near Mandalay, Myanmar (Burma).” Asian Perspectives 40.1 (Spring 
2001): 35-47. 
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Myint Aung. “The Capital of Suvannabhumi Unearthed?” Shiroku 10 (1977): 41-53. 
 
Myint Aung. “The Excavations at Halin.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 53.2 

(1970): 53-63. 
 
Nay Thaung, Daw, et al. “The Record of the First New Finding on the Occurrence of 

Anthropoid Primates? Pilopithecus in Myanmar.” Myanmar Historical Research 
Journal 3 (December 1998): 1-6 + plates. 

 
Ni Ni Myint. “Report on Recent Archaeological Finds in Budalin Township: Sagaing 

Division.” Myanmar Historical Research Journal 3 (December 1998): 7-9 + plates. 
 
Nitta, Eiji. “The Situation of the Neolithic Culture of Padah-lin Caves in the Context of 

Southeast Asian History.” In Okudaira, Ryuji, Saito, Teruko, & Than Tun (eds.). 
Burma and Japan: Basic Studies on their Cultural and Social Structure (Tokyo: The 
Burma Studies Group[Japan], 1987): 161-168. 

 
Nyunt Han, Win Maung (Tanpawady), & Elizabeth Moore. “’Prehistoric’ Grave Goods 

from the Chindwin and Samon River Regions.” In Green, Alexandra & Blurton 
(eds.). Burma: Art and Archaeology (London: British Museum Press, 2002). 

 
Tin Thein. “Primates of Pondaung.” Myanmar Perspectives 2.4 (1997): 66-69. 
 
Win Maung (Tampawady). “Sa-mon River Valley Civilization: Recent Information from 

Field Exploration.” Indo-Asiatische Zeitschrift (Berlin) 6/7 (2002-3): 126-43. 
 
 
I.C. Pre-Pagan: Lower Burma & the Pyu 
 
Aung Thaw. (ed.). Report on the Excavations at Beikthano. Rangoon: Ministry of Union 

Culture. 1968. 220pp. + 65 plates. 
 
Blagden, Charles Otto. “The ‘Pyu’ Inscriptions.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 

7.1 (April, 1917): 37-44 + plates. 
 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “Two Legendary Heroes of the Mons.” Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 4.3 (September, 1914): 225-229. 
 
Gutman, Pamela. “The Pyu Maitreyas.” In Traditons in Current Perspective: Proceedings of 

the Conference on Myanmar and Southeast Asian Studies, 15-17 November 1995, 
Yangon (Yangon: Universities Historical Research Centre, 1996): 165-178. 

 
Luce, Gordon Hannington. “The Ancient Pyu.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 27.3 

(December, 1937): 239-253. 
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Luce, Gordon Hannington. “Rice and Religion: A Study of Old Mon-Khmer Evolution and 
Culture.” Journal of the Siam Society 53 (1965): 139-153. 

 
May Oung. “Archaeology in Burma.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 2.2 

(December, 1912): 267-269. 
 

Examines the Pyu [M.W.C.]. 
 
May Oung. “Prome and the Pyus.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 2.1 (June, 1912): 

72-73. 
 
Moore, Elizabeth. “Interpreting Pyu Material Culture: Royal Chronologies and Finger-

marked Bricks.” Myanmar Historical Research Journal 13 (June, 2004): 1-57. 
 
Sao Saimöng Mangrai. “Did Sona and Uttara come to Lower Burma?” Journal of the 

Burma Research Society 59 (1976): 155-164. 
    
Shorto, H. L. “The Gavampti-Tradition in Burma.” In Himansu Bhusan Sarkar (ed.). R. C. 

Majumdar Felicitation Volume (Calcutta: Firma K. L. Mukhopadhyay. 1970): 15-30. 
 
Stargardt, Janice. The Ancient Pyu of Burma. Vol. I: Early Pyu Cities in a Man-made 

Landscape. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1990. 
 
Stargardt, Janice. “Hydraulic Works and Southeast Asian Polities.” In David G. Marr & A. 

C. Milner (ed.), Southeast Asia in the 9th to 14th Centuries (Singapore: Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies): 23-37. 

 
Stargardt, Janice. “City of the Wheel, City of the Ancestors: Spatial Symbolism in a Pyu 

Royal City.” In Indo-Asiatische Zeitschrift (Museum of Indian Art, Berlin) 6/7 
(2002/2003): 144-165. 

 
Tun Aung Chain. “The Kings of the Hpayahtaung Urn Inscription.” In Selected Writings of 

Tun Aung Chain (Yangon: Myanmar Historical Commission, 2004): 18-32. 
    
I.D.  Pre-Pagan: Western Burma 
 
Ali, Syed Murtaza. “Chandra Kings of Pattikera and Arakan.” Journal of the Asiatic 

Society of Pakistan 6 (1961): 267-274. 
    
Banerji, R. D. “Unrecorded Kings of Arakan.” Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal 

(New Series) 16 (1920): 85. 
 
Ghosal, S. N. “Missing Links in Arakan History.” In M. E. Haq (ed.). Abdul Karim 

Sahitya-Visarad Commemorative Volume; Essays on Archaeology, Art, History, 
Literature and Philosophy of the Orient. (Dacca: 1972): 255-266. 

    
Ghosh, J. C. “The Candra Dynasty of Arakan.” Indian Historical Quarterly 7 (1931): 37-40. 
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Gutman, Pamela. “Ancient Arakan (Burma) With Special Reference to its Cultural History 

Between the 5th and 11th Centuries.” Ph.D. Dissertation. Canberra, Australia: 
Australian National University. 1976. 

    
San Shwe Bu. “A Votive Tablet Found at Akyab.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 

8 (1918): 39-40. 
    
San Shwe Bu. “The Legend of the Early Aryan Settlement of Arakan.” Journal of the 

Burma Research Society 11.2 (1911): 66-69. 
    
San Tha Aung. The Buddhist Art of Ancient Arakan—an Eastern Border State Beyond 

Ancient India, East of Vonga and Sama-tata. Rangoon: Ministry of Education, 1977; 
Reprint by Daw Saw Saw. 1979. 128pp. + 48 plates 

 
Tha Tun Aung. “An Outline of the History of Arakan.” Journal of the Arakan Historical 

Research Society 1.1 (October 1929): 7-15. 
 
  This article was supposed to be the first of a series. It covers the pre-Pagan period 

of western Burma’s history. 
 
Thin Kyi. “Arakanese Capitals: A Preliminary Survey of their Geographic Siting.” Journal 

of the Burma Research Society 53.2 (December, 1970): 1-14. 
 

This is an important survey of Arakanese sites, yielding substantial information on 
the geographical context of the rise of the early states of Arakan [M.W.C.]. 
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II. General Histories (Pagan Era to 1947) 
 
II.A. General: Broad Surveys 
 
Abbott, Gerry. The Traveller’s History of Burma. Bangkok: Orchid Press. 1998. 
 
Aung Thaw. Historical Sites in Burma. Rangoon: The Ministry of Union Culture. 1972. 

157pp. 
 

Locations: Toyo Bunko, GE81/68. 
 
Aung-Thwin, Michael. “Spirals in Early Southeast Asian and Burmese History.” Journal of 

Interdisciplinary History 21(1991): 575-602. 
 
Aung-Thwin, Michael. “Athi, Kyun-taw, Hpaya-kyun: Varieties of Commendation and 

Dependance in Pre-colonial Burma.” In Anthony Reid (ed.). Slavery, Bondage and 
Dependence in Southeast Asia (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1983): 64-89. 

 
Aung-Thwin, Michael. “Heaven, Earth, and the Supernatural World: Dimensions of the 

Exemplary Center in Burmese History.” In B. L. Smith & H. B. Reynolds (ed.). The 
City as Sacred Centre (Leiden: Brill, 1987): 88-102. 

 
Bayfield, George Thomas. Historical Review of the Political Relations Between the British 

Government in India and the Empire of Ava, from the Earliest Date on Record to the 
Present Year. Calcutta: Government Printers. 1835. 

 
Bharadwaja, L. History of Burma: Made Easy for Matriculation Students. Rangoon: 

Bharadwaja & company. 1952. 113pp. 
 
Cady, John Frank. A History of Modern Burma. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University 

Press, 1958. Reprint: 1965. 642pp. 
 

Locations: Toyo Bunko, 959.1/C126h. 
 
Cady, John Frank. Thailand, Burma, Laos and Cambodia. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc. 

1966. 
 
Cocks, S. W. A Short History of Burma. London: Macmillan & Co. 1910. Reprint: 1923. 
 

Review by Charles Duroiselle in Journal of the Burma Research Society 1.1 (June, 
1911): 147. 

  
Coedès, George. Histoire Ancienne des États Hindouisés d’Extrême-Orient. Hanoi: 

Imprimerie d’Extrême-Orient. 1944; 2nd ed., 1947-1962; 3rd ed., 1963. English 
version of 3rd edition published as The Indianized States of Southeast Asia. Edited by 
Walter F. Vella and translated by Susan Brown Lowing. Honolulu: East West Center 
Press. 1968.  



BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BURMA (MYANMAR) RESEARCH 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC SUPPLEMENT I  (WINTER 2004) 
 

17 

 
Desai, Walter S. A Pageant of Burmese History. Calcutta, Bombay: Orient Longmans, Ltd. 

1961. 312pp. 
 

Locations: Toyo Bunko, 959.1/D441p. 
 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “Notes on the History of Hanthawaddy.” Journal of the Burma 
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 Briefly surveys several Western travel accounts on Burma. Unfortunately, the 

author’s opening premise that aside from anecdotal references, “Historians have 
barely used [western accounts such as Symes and Hamilton] as sources and they 
have paid little attention to the information contained in the full range of travel 
narratives spread over three hundred years from the sixteenth to the nineteeenth 
centuries” (p. 109) does not hold up to careful scrutiny. A glance at the author’s 
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Trager, Helen Gibson. “The Burmese as Portrayed by Missionaries: An Analysis of 

Missionary Writings in English on Burma, 1800-1862.” Ph.D. Dissertation.  New 
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B. Alphabets, Scripts, and Orthography 
 
Blagden, Charles Otto. “The Transliteration of Old Burmese Inscriptions.” Journal of the 

Burma Research Society 4.2 (August, 1914): 136-139. 
 
Davies, C. H. “A Common Burmese Cipher.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 4.2 

(August, 1914): 139-144. 
 
Duroiselle, Charles. “Literal Transliteration of the Burmese Alphabet.” Journal of the 
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A Lin Yaung Publications House. 1065. 175pp. 
 
Tin Tun. The Concise English-Burmese & Burmese-English Dictionary. Rangoon: L.P.P. 

Electric Press. 1964. 744pp. 
 
Tun Nyein. The Student’s English-Burmese Dictionary. Rangoon: Burma Secretariat. 1957.  
   
 
C. Burmese/French 
 
Bernot, Denise & Yin Yin Myint, Marie. Dictionnaire Birman-Français. 15 vols. Paris: 

Selaf & Peeters. 1978-1988. 
 
 
D. Burmese/German 
 
Esche, A. Wörterbuch Burmesisch-Deutsch. Leipzig: VEB Verlag. 1976. 
 
 
E. Karen/English 
 
Henderson, Eugenie J. A. Bwe-Karen Dictionary with Texts and English-Karen Word List. 

Anna J. Allott (ed.). 2 vols. London, United Kingdom: School of Oriental and 
African Studies, University of London. 1997. 

 
 Review: Kirsten Ewers Anderson. Journal of Southeast Asian Studies 30.2 

(September 1999): 365-367. 
 
Wade, J. & Binnly, J. P. The Anglo-Karen Dictionary. Revised and arranged by the Rev. 

Geo. E. Blackwell. Rangoon: Baptist Board of Publications. 1954. 543pp. 
 
 
F. Mon/English 
 
Halliday, R. A Mon-English Dictionary. Bangkok: Siam Society. 1922; Reprinted: The 

Mon Cultural Section, Ministry of Union Culture, Government of the Union of 
Burma, Rangoon. 1955. 
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Shorto, H. L. A Dictionary of Modern Spoken Mon. London: Oxford University Press. 
1962. 280pp. 
 
Locations: Toyo Bunko, 495.8/S559d. 
 

Shorto, H. L. A Dictionary of the Mon Inscriptions from the Sixth to the Sixteenth 
Centuries. London: Oxford University Press. 1971. 406pp.  

 
 
G. Pali/English 
 
Buddhatta, A. P. Mahathera. Concise Pali-English Dictionary. Colombo: The Colombo 

Apothecaries’ Company, 1968. 
  
Malasekera, G. P. Dictionary of Pali Proper Names. 2 vols. London: Pali Text Society. 

1960; reprinted, same publisher, 1974. 
    
Rhys Davids, Thomas William. The Pali Text Society’s Pali-English Dictionary. London: 

Pali Text Society, 1966. 
 
Tin. The Student’s Pali-English Dictionary. Rangoon: British Burma Press. 1920. 257pp. 
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XXXIV. Calculations 
 
A. Calendars & Dates 
 
Blagden, Charles Otto. “The Early Use of the Buddhist Era in Burma.” Journal of the Royal 

Asiatic Society (1910): 850-856. 
 
Blagden, Charles Otto. “Epigraphical Notes: IV The Cycles of Burmese Year Names.” 

Journal of the Burma Research Society 6 (1916): 90-91. 
 
Blagden, Charles Otto. “The Revised Buddhist Era in Burma.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic 

Society (1910): 474-476. 
 
DeSilva, Thomas P. “12 Year Cycle of Burmese Year Name.” Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 7.3 (December, 1917): 263-274. 
 
Fleet, J. F. “Remarks on ‘Early Use of the Buddhist Era in Burma’ by Blagden and Taw 

Sein Ko.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (1911): 216-217. 
 
Fleet, J. F. “The Revised Buddhist Era in Burma.” Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society 

(1910): 477-481. 
 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “The Burmese Calendar.” Journal of the Burma Research 

Society 1.1 (June, 1911): 96-97. 
 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “The Cycle of Burmese Year Names.” Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 12.2 (August, 1922): 80-95. 
 
Hla. “The Twelve-Year Cycle of Burmese Year-Names.” Journal of the Burma Research 

Society 8.3 (December, 1918): 270-274. 
 
Irwin, Alfred M. B. The Burmese and Arakanese Calendars. Rangoon: Hanthawaddy 

Printing Works. 1909. 92pp. 
 
Irwin, Alfred M. B. The Burmese Calendar. London: Sampon Low. 1901. 68pp. 
 
Irwin, Alfred M. B. “The Elements of the Burmese Calendar from A.D. 638 to 1752.” 

Indian Antiquary (1910): 289-315. 
 
Maung Hla. “The Twelve-year cycle of Burmese Year Names.” Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 8 (1918): 270-274. 
 
May Oung. “The Burmese Era.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 2.2 (December, 

1912): 197-203. 
 
Taw Sein Ko. “The Early Use of the Buddhist Era in Burma.” Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 1.1 (June, 1911): 31-34. 
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Reprint: Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society (1911): 212-216. 

 
 
mZmZ" ÅhiXh\ Ab{gdkX ñkf™_diX `A_Z 1701 h≤ 1820 " miXfpiXòh.d '  ÅhiXh\Ldp^X^K 

lhdp X̂: `f\Xhm≤ X̂' 1965" 
  

Another useful entry from Daw Yi Yi and published by the Myanmar Historical 
Commission. This provides a handy reference for converting English and Myanmar 
dates between the years 1701 to 1820, covering the last half century of the Restored 
Taung-ngu Dynasty and the Kòn-baung dynasty up to the first year of Ba-gyì-daw’s 
reign. Dr. Than Tun has produced a multi-volume set covering a much wider sweep 
of Burmese history and these will be entered into forthcoming updates of the present 
bibliography [M.W.C.]. 

 
B. Mathematics 
 
Temple, Richard Carnac. “Notes on the Burmese System of Arithmetic.” Indian Antiquary 

20 (1891): 53-69. 

 
C. Astronomy & Astrology 
 
DeSilva, Thomas P. “Burmese Astronomy.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 4.1 

(April, 1914): 23-43; 4.2 (August, 1914): 107-118; 4.3 (December, 1914): 171-207. 
 
George, F. “A Note on Elementary Burmese Astrology.” Journal of the Burma Research 

Society 24 (1934): 159. 
 
St. Andrew-St. John, R. F. “Burmese Astrology.” Phoenix 3 (July 1872): 19. 
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XXXV. Biographies, Obituaries 
 
Chatterjee, S. Meeting the Personalities: Burma Series. Rangoon: no publisher; no date. 
 

Reprints of entries by the author in journals and magazines. Essentially personal 
anecdotes and so general, that they are hardly useful for any research purpose. 
[M.W.C.]. 

 
Furnivall, John Sydenham. “G. H. Luce—in the Round.” New Burma Weekly 4.4 (24 

January 1959): 111-112. 
 
Hla Pe. “A Tribute to Dr. Daniel George Edward Hall.” Journal of the Burma Research 

Society 62.1-2 (December 1979): 89-94. 
 
Judson, Adoniram. The Life of Adoniram Judson. New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & 

Company. 1883. 601pp. 
 
McElrath, William N. To be the First: Adventures of Adoniram Judson, America’s First 

Foreign Missionary. Nashville: Broadman Press. 1976. 189pp. 
 
Nai Pan Hla. “Gordon Hannington Luce 1889-1979.” Journal of the Burma Research 

Society 62.1-2 (December 1979): 215-234. 
 
Silanandabhivumsa, Ashin. The Venerable Mahasi Sayadaw Biography. Abridged ed. Pt. I. 

Translated by U Mn Swe (Min Kyaw Thu). Rangoon: U Min Swe. 1982. 
 
Silverstein, Josef. “U Thant’s Place in History.” Asia Supplement 3 (Spring, 1977): 1-16. 
 
Taw Sein Ko. Obituary for Mr. Henry Paul Todd-Naylor, I.C.S. in Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 1.1 (June, 1911): 152-154. 
 
Tin. “The Life of Judson in Burmese.” Journal of the Burma Research Society 1.2 

(December, 1911): 51-52. 
 

A review of Po Hla’s translation of Edward Judson’s biography of his father. 
[M.W.C.].  

 
Tin. Review of Wallace St. John’s The Life of Dr. J. N. Cushing. Journal of the Burma 

Research Society 2.2 (December, 1912): 239-240. 
 
Twentieth Century Impressions of Burma. London: Lloyd’s Publishing Company. 1910. 
 

Although it is intended to provide a general picture of colonial Burma, circa 1910, 
it’s greatest utility is provided in the form of numerous biographical entries for the 
leading Chinese, Indian, and European business, administrative, and social leaders of 
the colonial period at the turn of the century. Note, there are some, but very few 
entries for Burmese. 
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Who’s Who in Burma. Calcutta & Rangoon: Indo-Burma Publishing Agency. 1926. 
 

Extremely detailed and highly useful for research on c. 1900-1920s colonial 
luminaries in Burma. 

 
Who’s Who in Burma 1961. Rangoon: People’s Literature Committee and House. 1961. 

220pp. 
 

Extremely detailed and highly useful for research on the 1945-1960 period. 
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XXXVI. Travel Guides 
 

Anderson, John Gottberg. Insight Guide—Burma. Singapore: APA Productions (HK) Ltd. 
1981 (first edition); Reprint 1983. 

 
Burma. Singapore: Times Editions. 1987. 96pp. 
 
Burma, A Profile. New York: Praeger Publishers. 1971. 244pp. 
 
Burma, A Travel Survival Kit. Victoria: Australia: Lonely Planet Publications. 1979 ; 

Reprint. 1988. 
 
Burma, Government of the Union of. Rangoon: Guide Book. Rangoon: Department of 

Information and Broadcasting. 1975. 222pp. 
 

Locations: Toyo Bunko, GE581/37. 
 
Klein, Wilhelm. Burma the Golden. Bangkok: APA Productions. 1982. 239pp. 
 
Le Rèmier, G. (Lubeigt, Guy). Birmanie, Collection Arthaud, 3rd edition. Paris 1986.  
 
Le Rèmier, G. (Lubeigt, Guy). Birmanie. 2nd ed. Paris: Arthaud-Flammarion. 1982. 
 
Mandalay and Its Environs. Calcutta: Ministry of Union Culture. Government of the Union 

of Burma. 1960?. 83pp. 
 
Martin, Steven, Looby, Mic, Clark, Michael, & Cummings, Joe. Lonely Planet: Myanmar 

(Burma). 8th ed. Melbourne, Oakland, London, & Paris: Lonely Planet Publications. 
2002. 
 

Rangoon. Calcutta: Ministry of Union Culture. Government of the Union of Burma. 195-. 
158pp. 

 
Rangoon Guide. Rangoon: The Information and Broadcasting Department, for the Ministry 

of Information. 1978. 92pp. 
 
Rangoon Guide Book. Rangoon: The Directorate of Information. 1969? 222pp.  
 

Locations: Toyo Bunko GE581/37. 
 
Welcome to Burma: a Tourist Guide to Rangoon, Mandalay & Environs. Rangoon: Sakthi 

Press. 1973. 54pp. 
 


