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The study programme/s has been developed within project No
8.2.1.0/18/A/014 “Reducing study programme fragmentation and promoting
study internationalisation at Riga Stradin$ University”




APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

Dlgltal application via RSU website

® Applicant’s photo (for ID)

Master’s diploma and diploma supplement/transcript
Applicant’s CV (signed)

CV of the supervisor/supervisors of doctoral thesis
(signed)

List of scientific activities (publications, projects, etc.)
Copy of passport/ID

Application fee payment slip

Abstract of the intended doctoral thesis signed by
applicant and supervisor/supervisors

Additional documents

for non-EU/EEA students

® 1 photo (size 3x4cm)

® Chest x-ray radiograph and radiologist’s report
® Police clearance certificate

® Proof of financial means sufficient to cover tuition and
cost of living

APPLICATION TIMELINE

September admissions
® EU/EEA: 1 September - 10 August
® Non-EU/EEA: 1 September - 10 August

RSU’s interdisciplinary Social Sciences doctoral pro-
gramme has been developed taking international best prac-
tice into account. It places interdisciplinary research at the
forefront of what is in demand today. The aim of the pro-
gramme is to provide motivated PhD students with the op-
portunity to conduct innovative interdisciplinary research
in the social sciences based on individual research work, as
well as to use an interdisciplinary approach to solve com-
plex social problems and to develop scientifically sound
solutions.

Karina Palkova,
Director of PhD programme “Social Sciences”

DOCTORAL STUDIES

Degree Doctoral degree (PhD)

in Social Sciences

Sub-programmes ® Law

Admission

® Political Science

® Social Anthropology, Sociology,

Social Work

® Communication Culture and
Multimedia

® Health Management

® Business Administration and
Economics

September

Programme duration 4 years / 8 semesters

Type of studies

Full-time studies

ECTS 264

Lectures, practical classes and
doctoral examination

Forms of studies

WHY STUDY SOCIAL
SCIENCES AT RSU?

® More than 30 years of experience in educating
international students

World-class research facilities

Students involved in international scientific
projects and interdisciplinary opportunities

Experienced research co-supervisors from the
best universities of Europe and USA

The Social Sciences PhD programme is all about providing
our students with access to theoretical skills, interdiscipli-
nary empirical knowledge, international study experience
and networks, as well as European consortia. The pro-
gramme is a comprehensive platform designed to facilitate
the students’ transition into the academic world of social
discovery.

Dr. Una Aleksandra Bérzina—éerenkova,
Assistant Lecturer, Head of RSU China Studies Centre
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

Academic or professional Master’s
degree in the field of the chosen sub-
programme or equivalent higher education
® Diploma

® Diploma supplement/transcript

Excellent English language skills*

Oral defence of abstract for the intended
doctoral thesis

Proof of scientific work undertaken

* International test score (e.g. IELTS, TOEFL, etc.)

Celebrate diversity and drive social change with RSU’s
Social Sciences PhD programme. This is the place where
knowledge meets action. At RSU, our Social Sciences
programmes empower students to explore, understand,
and transform the complexities of the modern world. Join
a community of scholars and activists at RSU, where you
will gain the skills and insights needed to make a pos-
itive impact on society through our Social Sciences PhD
programme.
Martins$ Vargulis,
PhD Student, Deputy Director and researcher at the
Latvian Institute of International Affairs




