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Abstract: Rural fires have been a constant concern, with most being associated with land abandon-
ment. However, some fires occur due to negligent attitudes towards fire, which is often used to
remove agroforestry leftovers. In addition to the fire risk, this burning also represents a waste of the
energy present in this residual biomass. Both rural fires and energy waste affect the three dimensions
of sustainability. The ideal solution seems to be to use this biomass, avoiding the need for burning
and recovering the energy potential. However, this process is strongly affected by logistical costs,
making this recovery unfeasible. In this context, this study aims to propose an optimization model
for this chain, focusing on the three dimensions of sustainability. The results of the present study
comprise a summary of the current state of the art in supply-chain optimization, as well as a disrup-
tive mathematical model to optimize the residual biomass supply chain. To achieve this objective,
a literature review was carried out in the first phase, incorporating the specificities of the context
under study to arrive at the final model. To conclude, this study provides a review covering several
metaheuristics, including ant colony optimization, genetic algorithms, particle swarm optimization,
and simulated annealing, which can be used in this context, adding another valuable input to the

final discussion.

Keywords: residual biomass supply chain; optimization model; sustainability; energy recovery;
agroforestry biomass

1. Introduction

Currently, there is a growing awareness concerning the need for sustainability among
different generations [1]. Although this is a growing trend, rural fires are a phenomenon
that calls into question sustainability, and they are responsible for damaging consequences
in the three dimensions of sustainability, namely, costs [2] (economic), the release of particles
responsible for air pollution [3] (environmental), or the loss of lives [4] (social). These rural
fires are associated, in addition to other things, with land abandonment [5-7], and they
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are responsible for increasing the fuel load, in addition to negligent attitudes towards
fire [8]. While the first problem mentioned is the regulation that obligates landowners to
promote fuel-management operations to decrease the fuel-load accumulation among the
lands, which refers to the second issue, it still needs some attention. A significant part of
these negligent behaviors arises from the eradication of traditional agroforestry leftovers.
The solution visible for that problem consists of the application of eco-points to landowners
who dispose of their leftovers. However, on the one hand, there are already producers
who take their residual biomass (leftovers) to points that collect it. Another significant
part prefers its burning, drastically increasing the fire-occurrence probability. Since these
leftovers are residual biomass, and biomass is a source of energy, and since it is a backup for
solar energy, it seems that a possible solution lies in recovering these leftovers. However,
the share of the logistical costs associated with the chain responsible for this recovery, the
residual biomass supply chain (RBSC), is high, making its recovery unfeasible [9,10].

The main goal of designing the supply chain (SC) is to assure profitability while also
improving the satisfaction of clients [11]. In this sense, several studies have been carried
out to optimize the RBSC, seeking to meet various objectives such as minimizing costs [12]
or increasing revenue [13], minimizing CO, emissions [14], or even bringing the social
dimension into the model [11]. The first objective, Research Objective 1 (RO1), of this paper
is to review RBSC optimization models proposed in the literature, perceiving which of
the objectives are to be addressed by these models. After achieving the RO1 results, this
study will provide a description of the agroforestry RBSC, combining the insights from
the literature and problem specifications to complete the second research objective (RO2),
which is the proposal of a new model that aims to optimize RBSC. In this work, the chain
considered will start at the producer, in the biomass collection point, and finish at the final
consumer (biomass plants, pellet industry, etc.). Although it is possible to state various
works whose aim it is to optimize RBSC, the indirect impacts obtained (namely, by reducing
the risk of fire) have been forgotten and have not been considered in the literature. In this
way, RO2 of this paper aims to fill this gap by considering traditional SC concerns, such as
costs incurred or emissions produced, and the savings achieved by not having rural fires,
for each pillar of sustainability. Since some conflicts of interest may arise, the final model
is built in an iterative way and can be used as a traditional optimization model without
considering the problems of fires or in a more disruptive way, including this component.

Due to anticipated advances in smart technology, organizations should concentrate
on SC connectivity as a driver for achieving sustainability because it is becoming more
effective, efficient, and intelligent [15]. These new data sources could be used to improve
decision-making processes and models. This model, in a digital paradigm, could be
elevated by digital technology potentialities. However, this amount of data could create
the need for different algorithms, and for this reason, this paper contains a brief review
of some metaheuristics, including Research Objective 3 (RO3), which have proven to be
better at solving complex problems and even in contexts with dates enhanced by emerging
technologies [16]. In this way, RO3 aims to complete the RO2 results, creating a combined
optimization model and the possible mechanisms to implement it in real contexts.

The paper begins with the methodological approach in Section 2, followed by the re-
sults obtained, the literature review highlights, and a new optimization model in Section 3.
Section 4 presents the highlights of the metaheuristics review, and the last sections,
Sections 5 and 6, present the discussion and conclusion, respectively.

2. Methodological Approach

Concerning the methodological approach, this study needs to answer three research
objectives, namely, RO1, RO2, and RO3. To achieve the first one, RO1, a systematic
literature review (SLR) was conducted. To perform this SLR, a search was conducted in the
SCOPUS database. This search combined the terms Residual + Biomass + Supply + Chain +
Model and produced 44 documents from different genres, such as articles or conference
proceedings. However, before finding the final article pool, which will be analyzed, a
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bibliometric review was performed. The purpose of this review is to provide a full grasp
of the number of contributions made to the topic under consideration [17]. The purpose
of using this technique in the present study, in addition to understanding trends, was to
choose the filtering criteria for the query presented above. The number of publications
per year and their genre (article, conference paper, book chapter, review, etc.) were the
variables studied in this bibliometric analysis. Figures 1 and 2 present a graphical summary
of the results.
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Figure 1. Distribution of the total of publications per year.
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Figure 2. Distribution of the total of publications per type.

From this graph, it is visible that a large cluster of the publications obtained is concentrated
in the recent past, in 2014 or later, totaling approximately 91% of the publications found.

Here, it is noticeable that about three-quarters of the publications are of the “Article”
type, covering a significant portion of the publications in this field. As a result of this
brief bibliometric analysis, the selection criteria for the articles to be analyzed were chosen,
limiting them to the type “Article” and the timeframe of the last 10 years (2014 or later).
This resulted in a sample of 30 publications to be analyzed according to the Preferred
Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) methodology [18].

Since the sample was already filtered by year and type, and all papers are in English
(making a language filter unnecessary), the first and primary criterion to evaluate whether
a paper would be considered in the final sample was abstract analysis. Papers that did not
cover any RBSC optimization model were excluded. Figure 3 below presents the sequence
of steps followed to achieve the final sample to be analyzed.
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Figure 3. Framework of the steps/results to obtain the final article list.

Once the first research objective (RO1) was achieved, the next step was to build the
model (RO2). To achieve this, the highlights from RO1 were used, along with document
analysis and the expertise of the research team, to detail the problem under study and,
consequently, to model it. The last component of the methodology was an exploratory
review of some metaheuristics that could be used to improve the RBSC (RO3). To find the
documents for this component, the priority was to cross-reference the metaheuristic name
with "residual biomass supply chain" or "biomass supply chain". If no papers appeared,
the search would cross-reference the metaheuristic name with "supply chain". Relevant
papers from this search were analyzed. This component is integrated with RO2 in the final
discussion. Figure 4 below systematizes the entire methodological approach followed in
this study.
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Figure 4. Systematization of the methodology used in this study.

3. Results
3.1. Literature Review

The literature on RBSC models is comprehensive, presenting optimizations that ad-
dress a wide range of contexts (problems) and optimization objectives. The techniques
used in optimization are also diverse. However, sustainability underpins all the proposed
models, with the greatest focus on the economic and environmental pillars, although some
works include the social dimension.

At the economic level, a cost model considering the various stages of the RBSC was
developed by Nunes and Silva [19]. Various factors, such as inert amount, moisture con-
tent, and spatial dispersion, were considered, where the authors argued that the biomass
price should take these into account. Additionally, the authors considered transporta-
tion and collection costs. At the transportation level, loading and unloading costs were
considered. These types of costs in the transportation section were also considered by
Sperandio et al. [20], who proposed a model for residual biomass. The results concluded
that the economic aspect of sustainability is ensured for short distances of less than 20 km.
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Transportation is a significant concern among different authors, who consider not
only economic aspects but also environmental ones. Multimodal transportation for long
distances is an interesting alternative, as it is beneficial [21], a conclusion corroborated by
Sarkar et al. [22] in their study analyzing the sustainability of the biofuel supply chain.
They proposed a model with two objectives: to minimize costs and emissions.

In biomethanol production, Basile et al. [23] constructed a model covering the entire
chain, from biomass collection to biofuel consumption, considering transportation and
storage. This model considers aspects such as multimodal transport and dynamic decisions
based on the calendar date. To optimize this, they formulated a mixed-integer linear
programming (MILP) model. The results showed that the majority of unexploited biomass
was due to biorefinery capacity and concluded that the biofuel price does not significantly
impact the model results. Other works, such as Peter and Niquidet [24], studied a model to
optimize the transportation sector across Canadian forestry.

Santibafiez-Aguilar et al. [13] proposed a combination of Geographic Information
System (GIS) and mathematical programming to optimize the residual biomass supply
chain, with the objective function maximizing profit, using a mixed-integer nonlinear
programming problem (MINLP). This combination proved very interesting, as GIS provides
exact location and the mathematical part offers insights about the number of facilities.
Santibariez-Aguilar et al. [25] proposed a methodology to determine the best locations
for biomass facilities, considering climatic conditions and agricultural regions under the
three dimensions of sustainability. Similarly, in the Portuguese context, Paulo et al. [26]
used an MILP model to minimize costs by determining the capacity and best location for
biomass plants, as well as the best option for residual biomass and the ideal transport
links. Natarajan et al. [27] also formulated an MILP model to optimize facility locations,
dimensions, and configurations, aiming to minimize overall costs, including emission costs.

Moretti et al. [21] designed a model to optimize fuel production costs, aggregating
four main pillars: harvest and collection points, intermediate storage, conversion plants,
and biofuel consumers. The authors concluded that harvesting planning with roadside
storage could ensure availability throughout the year. Regarding high moisture content,
the study indicated that drying at conversion plants could be beneficial due to the lengthy
natural drying process. De Menna et al. [28] used a mathematical approach to optimize an
existing biogas network, considering land use minimization and economic improvement.
They pointed out the economic and environmental viability of replacing energy crops with
local residual biomass.

Rivera-Cadavid et al. [29] developed an optimization model to allocate residual
biomass to facilities and biofuel to final consumption locations, aiming to minimize total
SC costs and considering environmental impact, including taxes on carbon emissions.
The model incorporated all carbon emissions from different stages: harvesting, baling,
transportation, and biofuel production.

Matos-Rios et al. [14] presented a model to optimize bio-jet fuel in an airport, aim-
ing to minimize gas emissions and increase profit. They studied existing farming areas
and new candidates, with production depending on climatic conditions. The solution
was formulated in MILP, identifying oil palm and castor plant as the most convenient
biomass sources.

Salehi et al. [11] designed a study to understand the factors that most contribute to
the sustainability and resilience of the biomass supply chain. Using these insights, they
formulated an optimization model measured by profit, considering environmental impact
and job creation. Ahmed and Sarkar [12] studied the RBSC, providing information on
residual biomass allocation and final biofuel distribution. The model had three objectives:
minimize SC costs and carbon emissions, and maximize job creation. The results showed
that transport significantly contributes to carbon emissions.

Piedra-Jimenez et al. [30] aimed to redesign the forest supply chain (FSC) to optimize
the chain from harvesting to biofuel consumption. Decisions were made in uncertain
environments, considering aspects like harvest decisions, new conversion facilities, and
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conversion technologies. Using generalized disjunctive programming, the study estimated
that projected biomass in the Argentinean forestry sector could replace fossil fuels by 2040.

Meéndez-Vasquez et al. [31] presented a mathematical model to determine the optimal
location for facilities producing pallets from biomass, hubs, and distribution points, reduc-
ing distances between biomass sources and facilities, and lowering costs and environmental
impacts. They found that increased profit correlates with decreased CO, emissions due to
recovered biomass producing pallets instead of being disposed of. Li et al. [32] studied the
economic feasibility of torrefaction, identifying the ideal location for pretreatment stations
using MILP and minimizing costs. The model aimed to find and configure the supply
chain, determining locations and capacities of conversion stations, raw materials, and
transportation modes and routes [33].

Fernandez-Puratich et al. [34] optimized the biomass supply chain for combined
heat and power (CHP), using residues from agricultural operations and agroindustry.
An MILP model addressed inventory levels and optimal biomass types for each season,
aiming to minimize gas emissions and costs. Recovery of such residues helps reduce
emissions associated with disposal, with transport being a significant contributor over long
distances [34].

An optimization model aimed at minimizing costs, including savings on carbon
emissions, energy sales, coal purchase savings, and transport costs, was detailed. The
model suggested that sugar cane residues could significantly reduce coal consumption in
boilers [35]. Giuliano et al. [36] simulated the environmental impact of using straws in
two scenarios: producing bioethanol with a new biorefinery and feeding a biomethanol
refinery. They concluded that bioethanol is environmentally preferable due to its proximity
to the production station, while biomethanol technologies, being more mature, could add
future value.

From the literature analysis, it is evident that the optimization of the economic
component is becoming secondary, with other sustainability dimensions gaining impor-
tance. The share of transportation is considerable, both environmentally and economically.
Table 1 summarizes the main aspects considered in RBSC optimization models for each
sustainability pillar.

Table 1. Summary of the main aspects considered in the different models.

Economic Environmental Social

. Biomass characteristics

(moisture content, inert e  Transportation emissions
portion, etc.). (distances and different
e  Transportation costs (distances and transportation means). e  Job creation.
different transportation means). e  Emissions from the different
Storage. RBSC phases.
Facilities (number, locations,
and capacity).

3.2. The Model Construction

This model covers lignocellulosic biomass that arises from traditional agricultural
activities, such as pruning, and forest management activities, such as fuel management
operations. As referred to in Nunes et al. [37], the lignocellulosic agroforestry residual
biomass supply chain comprises three stages: harvesting, where biomass is obtained;
transportation; and delivery to the final consumer. However, this chain may not always
consist of just these three stages. Sometimes, the biomass is stored during the transportation
phase. In other words, the biomass might not be transported directly from the origin to the
consumer but could be moved to a temporary storage facility and then to the final consumer,
with temporary storage possibly occurring multiple times. This chain is schematically
represented in Figure 5 below.
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Figure 5. Schematic representation of the residual biomass supply chain considered in this model.

The model considered in this section covers lignocellulosic agroforestry leftovers. The
assumptions for this model are as follows: it only includes biomass that has already been
collected, only natural drying as a form of pretreatment is considered, and no vehicle
utilization costs are included.

3.2.1. Objective Functions to RBSC Model (Model I)

The proposed model contains three main objectives, and, consequently, three objective
functions, one for each sustainability pillar: economic, environmental, and social. Concern-
ing the economic pillar, two objective functions could arise maximize profit or minimize
costs. As the model only covers the residual biomass path between production points and
final consumer, no profit from the final product sale is generated, so the objective function
is minimizing total costs. The total costs of this chain are the sum of the costs incurred in
the three of four stages mentioned above: harvesting costs (Costharvesting), transportation
costs (Costiransportation), and storage costs (Coststorage), In final consumer delivery, costs are
not incurred. In this way, the economic objective function (EO) could be represented by the
following equation:

minEO = COStharvesting + COSttransportation + Coststorage 1

Analyzing the previous equation, it is possible to perceive that as the aim is the
recovery of residual biomass already collected, Costparyesting Seems to be 0; however, it
is possible that some biomass producers may not make biomass available at 0 cost. In
addition to this, Costharvesting 1S @ revenue to producers, which could have positive impacts
on the optimization of social aspect of the RBSC. For this reason, Costharvesting Will remain
in these models as a price paid by the final consumer to the producer; in other words, an
acquisition cost.

Concerning Costiransportation, this parcel does not include only the travel cost (Costirayel)
itself, but also loading (Costjpading) and unloading costs (Costunioading)- In this way, trans-
portation costs could be defined by the following equation:

Costiransportation = COStiravel + COStloading + COStunloading 2)

Costyravel could be made up of two strong components: fuel and human labor. Truck
wear and tear (such as tire wear or maintenance) is estimated to have a residual value
and will therefore be considered as 0 in this model. Regarding fuel, this cost can be
described by the product of distance traveled by biomass (d) by consumption per km
for the average speed of the journey (Literperkm) and by the price of each liter of fuel
(PriceperLiter)- In terms of human labor, this is obtained by the hourly cost of the worker
(PriceWorkerperHour) multiplied by the time of the trip (tTravel). Thus, Costyavel Was
obtained by the next equation:

Costravel = d X Literperkm X PriceperLiter + PriceWorkerperour X tTravel 3)

Costipading and Costynioading COsts usually refer to activities that need to use specific
equipment that has to be transported to the locality of the loading. This cost can be
calculated as follows: the cost of the worker per hour (PriceWorkerperHour) times the time
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Costioading = PriceWorkerpertour X tMachine + MRentalperiour % tMachine + tMachine x Literpertiour X PriceperLiter

spent () on the operation, plus the rental value of the machine (MRentalperHour), Which
can be obtained from the price per hour times the amount of time the machine was used
(tMachine). Here, it is important to add the amount of fuel consumed in the un/loading
process, with this being equal to the consumption per hour (LiterperHour) X PriceperLiter X t,
plus the transportation of the machine, with the formula for transporting the machine being
the same as for transporting the biomass, obviously with the respective values. It should be
noted that in certain circumstances this equipment may not be necessary, and these last two
parts are equal to 0. Another vital aspect is that both Costyading and Costynioading have the
same expression, although different names, and they are used to inform the reader, with the
difference being present at certain values. The mathematical expression is detailed below.

+ Literperkm X PriceperLiter + PriceWorkerpergour X tMachine @)

The last slice of costs relates to the level of Coststorage. This cost may seem unnecessary,
but in terms of distances it can be interesting to have these repositories where smaller cars
can deliver small quantities and larger quantities can be carried from the repository point
to the end consumer. In addition, this point allows a lot of moisture to disappear, so that
when the biomass is converted, this lower humidity is a point of added value. Thus, the
Coststorage in this model can be given by the rental value of the space. However, this cost is
not the same for large quantities of biomass as for small quantities. Thus, the cost occupied
by biomass will be calculated depending on the space occupied and the number of days,
being given by rental cost per m? per day (RPS/(m? x 365)) multiplied by the area (a)
occupied by biomass and days (day) in park. The last important consideration in the model
is the added value that could occur by being in the park. Sometimes, storage in the SC is
used for reasons of avoiding failures; however, here it could be to transform the biomass
into the highest value product, thus assuming that the humidity disappears at a rate/day
(%dryqay), and the added value will be equal to the amount that the plant will not have
to spend to dry that moisture, which will be the product of the value spent on drying for
each percentage of moisture (dryCoste,moisture) multiplied by the days (day) in the park
times the rate of moisture lost per day. As this is a saving in the equation, it will appear as
a subtraction. The equation to Coststorage is below.

Coststorage = RPS/ (m2 x 365) x a x day — dryCostomoisture < %dryday x day  (5)

At the environmental level, the model will try to minimize the CO, emissions. Follow-
ing the same reasoning used in the economic pillar, the objective of this pillar is minimizing
CO, emissions. Thus, the CO, emissions is a sum of the emissions from the various
stages: harvesting emissions (HCO,), transporting emissions (TCO,), and storage emis-
sions (5CO,). The objective of the environmental pillar is given in the following expression:

minCO; = HCO; + TCO; + SCO;, (6)

Regarding harvesting, there are emissions that are produced during cutting, for ex-
ample, using chainsaws. However, these operations are not carried out with the objective
of producing residual biomass but, rather, for other types of needs, such as agroforestry
management activities. Therefore, it makes no sense to penalize any model decision for
something that is not the model’s decision, since it will not accommodate any type of
decision about whether to cut this biomass. For this reason, HCO, will be considered 0.
Also in storage, some emissions could be produced due to the disposal of biomass in open
air; however, this model will not contemplate them. Therefore, the CO, emissions will take
into consideration only TCO,, and the environmental main objective will be defined as:

minCO, = TCO, (7)
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Since only transport makes a significant contribution to emissions, similarly to the
reasoning used for the economic pillar, emissions can arise from two sources: travel, from
biomass or machinery (emission,yel), and the use of the machinery itself for loading and
unloading activities (emissionmachinery)- TCOz is defined by the following equation:

TCO; = emissionirayel + €MISSIONmachinery (8)

In terms of travel, emissions are a function of the distance traveled, and their value
is calculated by the product of distance traveled by biomass (d), vehicle consumption at
average velocity (Literpe;km), and the amount of CO; per unit of fuel (COpperLiter). The
emissionyy,ye is defined by the following equation:

emissionyayel = d X Literperkm X CO2perLiter- 9)

Concerning the machinery, the reasoning is identical: it can be calculated by the
product of machinery time utilization (tMachine) and the amount of CO; per unit of time,
which could be a composed variable. However, it may be obtained as a product of machine
fuel consumption by time (LiterperHour) and the amount of CO; per unit of fuel (COpperLiter)-
The emissionmachinery is defined by the following equation:

emissioNmachinery = tMachine x Literpertour X CO2pertLiter- (10)

To close objective functions, it is necessary to create one to cover the social pillar of
sustainability. In this way, we use the one whose objective is not minimized but maximized.
Here, the model will try to maximize the important aspects of society: employment and
generating additional revenue to landowners (Landowneryevenue). As these two aspects are
impossible to add up because they are in different units, to fill this gap, the employment
will be maximized as the income generated by the worker (workerincome). Thus, the social
objective (SO) function can be defined as follows:

maxSO = Landowner evenue + WOrkerincome- (11)

The first component of the social objective, Landowner eyvenue, can be defined as the
acquisition cost of the biomass, already discussed in the economic objective function,
defined as Costharvesting: Concerning the workerincome, this will be defined by the product
of the employee’s working time (t) and their hourly rate (PriceWorkerpertour). Thus,
workerincome may be described by the following equation:

workerincome =t X PriceWorkerpertour- (12)

Note that this entire model has been developed for individual components. The final
model is made up of the sum of the various individual components.

3.2.2. Restrictions of the Model

In terms of constraints, this model has a few. Firstly, the size of the routes. These are
conditioned by two major dimensions. Firstly the size of the means of transport: the total
volume of biomass loaded (V;) on each route must never exceed the maximum capacity of
the vehicle (VehicleVolume). The second dimension is operator working time (tyaxworker):
no route should exceed the limit set by law, where time is given by the quotient between
distance (d) and average velocity (Vaverage). Thus, for each route,

Z V; < VehicleVolume, (13)

d/ Vaverage < tmaxWorker. (14)
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Concerning the storage parks, and also the sum of residual biomass individuals
emplaced (IndividualArea;), there could not be higher total area of the park (ParkArea).
Thus, each park must verify this restriction:

2 Individual Area; < ParkArea. (15)

Summary of Model I:
Variables:

e Costharvestingi — Acquisition cost to biomass i, where i represents each biomass quantity;
e dj — Distance traveled on the route j, where j represents each route;

e Literpexmn — Liter of fuel consumed per km by equipment h, where h represents
each equipment;

e DPriceperLiter — Price of fuel liter;

e PriceWorkerperHour, — Cost of worker z per hour, where z represents each worker;

e tTravel; — Time on the route j, where j represents each route;

e  tMachine, — Time on the loading/unloading activity r, where r represents each activity;

e Rentalyerpourn — Cost of rent the equipment h by hour, where h represents each equipment;

e RPS; — Cost of rent the storage park s by hour, where s represents each storage park;

e  a; — Area of the storage park s, where s represents each storage park;

e day — Total days in storage;

o dryCosto,moisture — Cost to reduce moisture by 1%;

e  %dryg,y — Percentage of drying (moisture reduction) per day;

e COgperLiter = CO7 produce by fuel liter consumed;

e  LiterperHourh — Liter of fuel consumed per hour by equipment h, where h represents
each equipment;

e V; — Volume of individual biomass i, where i represents each biomass quantity;

e  VehicleVolume, — Maximum capacity of the vehicle h, where h represents each equipment;

®  Vaveragej — Average speed from route j, where j represents each route;

®  thaxWorker — Maximum working time allowed for the employee;

e IndividualArea; — Area occupied by biomass i, where i represents each biomass quantity;

o  ParkAreas — Total storage park s area, where s represents each storage park.

Objective Functions (OF):

OF1: minEO =} o1 Yor=1 Yh=1 Yz=1 1 j=1 Li=1 (COStharvestingi + dj X Literperkm, X PriceperLiter + Pri‘:evv‘:)rkerl;)erHourZ X

tTravel; + PriceWorkerpertour, X tMachiner + Rentalperour, X tMachine; + tMachiner X Literpertour, X PriceperLiter +

16

Literperkm, X Priceperviter + PriceWorkerpertour, + tMachiney + RPSg/ (m? x 365) x ag X day — dryCosto,moisture X (16)
Jodryqay x day),

OF2: minCO; = Zh:l ijl (d] X Literperkm, X CO2perLiter +tr X LiterperHour, X COZperLiter)/ 17)

OF3: maxSO = Zi=1 Zi=1 Zzzl Zr=1 (tMachine, + PriceWorkerperH(,urZ + tTravelj + PriceWorkelrperHOurz + Costhawesﬁngi). (18)

Subject to:

Y iz1 (V;) < VehicleVolumey,, (19)

d/ Vaverage; < tmaxWorker (20)

Zizl (Individual Area;) < ParkAreas. (21)

3.2.3. The Fire Prevention Role (Model II)

In addition, the model, from the end consumer’s perspective, also has a very strong
impact in terms of fire reduction, since that will remove fuel load from certain areas, as
well as avoid traditional negligent attitudes with fire (traditionally associated with the
elimination of these residual biomasses). The fires have hazardous consequences that
should be decreased and that affect the three dimensions of sustainability. In this way, this
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section aims to extend the previous results (Model I), proposing a fire component to the
model, which has the same structure as Model I, a multiobjective formulation, with one
function for each sustainability pillar.

Thus, for the economical pillar, the objective of this biomass recovery will have an
impact on minimization of costs incurred (Costg,yeq). These costs could be of all kinds,
for example, reconstructions of landscapes and buildings or changes in technological
infrastructures; however, due to the difficulty of estimating these costs as a function of
biomass recovery, the only ones that will be counted are the combat costs. Although it
is almost mandatory to work on approximation, it is reasonable to assume that a given
amount of biomass (kg) came from a given area (m?). Thus, the costs of fire combat by
square meter may be multiplied by the amount of biomass recovered to obtain costs saved
in this region. The recovery of biomass could be obtained by the following function:

Costsaved = BiomassMass X Areaperkg X CostSavedpermo- (22)

Here, BiomassMass is the quantity of biomass (kg) recovered, Areapekg is the ap-
proximation for the area needed to produce one kg of biomass, and CostSavedpernr is the
amount of savings obtained by that square meter not burning. As this is an optimization
model, this pillar must be minimized or maximized. As this refers to a saving, the previous
equation should be maximized and constitutes the economic objective function.

In terms of the economic and social pillars, the reasoning is the same as for the
economic pillar, but for the environmental pillar, the final factor will not be the costs saved
per square meter, but, rather, the emissions that did not happen. In other words, assuming
that if a given square meter burned that produces x amount of CO; does not burn, this will
be saved. At the social level, this model will consider the number of bombers who lose
their lives per square meter. Thus, the two objective functions for these two pillars could be
written as follows:

Emissiong,yeq = BiomassMass X Areaperkg X EmissionSavedpermo, (23)
Livesg,yeq = BiomassMass x Areaperkg X LivesSavedpermo- (24)
Summary of Model II:

New variables:

BiomassMass; — Mass of individual biomass i, where i represents each biomass quantity;
Areaperkg — Approximation of the area needed to produce one kg of residual biomass;
CostSavedpernz — Costs saved per m2 not burned;

EmissionSavedpervz — Emissions saved per m2 not burned;

LivesSavedpermz — Lives saved per m2 not burned;

Objective Functions:

OF1: minEO =} 521 ¥r=1 Lh=1 Lz=1 Zj:l Yi=1 (COStharvestingi + d] X Literpeerh X PriceperLi’ter + PriceV\']()rkerperHourz X

tTravel; + PriceWorkerpertour, X tMachiner + Rentalperpour, X tMachine; + tMachiner X Literpertour, X PriceperLiter +

. . . . 25
Literperkm, X PriceperLiter + PriceWorkerperHour, + tMachiner + RPS;/ (m? x 365) x ag X day — dryCosto,moisture < (25)
%dryday x day + BiomassMass; X Areaperkg X CostSavedperm),
OF2: minCO2 = thl Zj:l Zi=1 (d] X Literpeerh X COZperLiter +t X LiterperHourh X COZperLiter + BiomassMassi X (26)
Areaperkg X EmissionSavedperma),
OF3: maxSO =} i=1 Yjj=1 Yz=1 Yr=1 (tMachine; + PriceWorkerpe;tour, + tTravel; + PriceWorkerpertour, + Costharvesﬁngi + 27)

BiomassMass; X Areaperkg X LivesSavedpeer).

The restrictions remain the same as those of Model 1.

4. Metaheuristics Review

The Ant Colony Optimization (ACO) algorithm mimics the natural behavior of ants searching
for food. When ants find food, they can use several paths, but they release a hormone called a
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pheromone on the best path, signaling the rest of the colony that food is there [38]. This algorithm
attempts to find solutions by favoring those better than the previous ones. When applying ACO to
the residual biomass supply chain, the literature is sparse. However, relaxing the residual restriction
does not significantly increase the sample size. An example can be seen in the biomass briquette
chain boiler, where ACO was used to optimize the parameters of the thermodynamic system [39].

The most common application of ACO is in the Vehicle Routing Problem (VRP), where the trans-
portation mode acts as an ant to find the optimal solution [40]. Scheduling and sequencing operations
are other examples of ACO applications [38]. In the domain of perishable products, ACO has been
used to optimize various transportation modes or position load restrictions [40]. Additionally, in the
VRP domain, ACO has been used to optimize chains where customers simultaneously receive and
deliver goods, considering real-time traffic information provided by new technologies such as the
Internet of Things [16].

Genetic Algorithms (GA) are a metaheuristic based on the process of natural selection. Two in-
dividuals (solutions to the problem) are generated and then modified through crossover or mutations.
This technique has proven very useful for studying combinatorial and multi-objective problems [38].

The genetic algorithm technique has been used to optimize the biomass supply chain. For
example, in bio-methane gas production, GA was used to optimize a MINLP model with the objective
of minimizing various costs (transport and collection of raw materials) and finding the optimal
location for raw material collection centers [41]. GA has also been used to optimize energy production,
aiming for minimum costs in a MINLP model [42], and has been combined with exact algorithms for
managing the waste supply chain, where part of the waste is converted into biogas, detailing waste
collection routes [43].

Particle Swarm Optimization (PSO) has shown greater efficiency in continuous space searches
compared to other evolutionary algorithms, such as GA [44]. This technique is based on the flight
of birds, which have numerous ways to reach the same destination. The algorithm begins with
element representation, where elements represent many solutions, then evolves to find the optimum
concerning positions and velocities [38]. The performance of PSO algorithms is determined by the
mapping problem precision [45].

PSO has been used to plan distribution and optimize vehicles and routes for oil distribution net-
works, considering oil scarcity and uncertain demand. To solve the issue, a multi-objective model was
developed with the objectives of maximizing station satisfaction and minimizing operating expenses,
optimized using PSO [44]. A Hybrid PSO was used to optimize connected and automated vehicles,
varying their speeds to achieve lower carbon emissions [46]. Aranguren and Castillo-Villar [47]
studied the optimization of the biomass supply chain in terms of minimizing emissions and costs,
using PSO and Simulated Annealing (SA). They concluded that metaheuristics have the potential to
solve large problems.

Simulated Annealing (SA) is based on the process of heating metal, where the rapid reduction
of temperature alters the physical molecular structure, avoiding defects [48]. Regarding the biofuels
supply chain, SA combined with other techniques was used to optimize the chain, studying plant
locations and flows between them, aiming to optimize a bi-objective problem, balancing expected
costs and risk management [49].

5. Discussion

As mentioned by various authors, the importance of biomass recovery can be quite diverse,
including reducing fuel load or saving coal in boilers. However, this recovery is highly dependent on
logistical costs, which are significant. Optimizing these logistics has been a priority, as evidenced by
the considerable amount of existing research, which provides a substantial sample size despite the
constraints. Additionally, this topic has grown in relevance recently, as seen by the number of articles
produced, which is driven by increased awareness of sustainability issues such as climate change.

Regarding the results of the models proposed in this study, they align closely with those of
others, as they include objective functions for each of the three pillars of sustainability: economic,
environmental, and social. Economic is the most discussed pillar in the literature, as seen in the works
of Moretti et al. and Peter and Niquidet. The results for this component of the model are very much in
line with those of Nunes and Silva’s work. The significant difference lies in the chopping component,
which was not considered here since one assumption of this model is that the biomass used is already
harvested. The share of inert material was also not considered in this model. Environmentally, the
aim of this work aligns with others, as seen in the works of Sarkar et al. [12] and Matos-Rios et al. [14],
with the optimization focus also being on reducing CO, emissions. The social dimension is the least
discussed, although it has been addressed by some authors, such as Ahmed and Sarkar [11] and
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Salehi et al. [12]. The social component of these studies focuses on job creation, which aligns with the
results of the model proposed in this study. The significant difference lies in the attempt to attract
potential financial returns for the owners of the biomass, which, in a context where agricultural and
forestry management activities are expensive, represents a clear addition to social welfare.

The most discussed aspect impacting the logistics component is transportation. This model is
based on the same principle. Multimodal transportation has not been explicitly considered; however,
there may be intermediate storage facilities, meaning that a different vehicle could make the route
to the warehouse and another from the warehouse onwards. This scenario is not the most used
model proposed, which can be easily explained by the viability of this concept (multimodal transport)
over long distances. This model also does not aim to find the best locations, like the studies of
Paulo et al. [26] and Santibafiez-Aguilar et al. [13], because it assumes that all plants already have
defined locations.

The major innovative aspect of this work lies in the potential gain from residual biomass
recovery in terms of fire prevention, a relevant component not discussed in the literature. This study
aimed to integrate the three dimensions of sustainability, formulating an objective function for each.
In this model, the functions all align since reducing fires benefits all pillars. This contrasts with
Model I (without considering fires), where the social and economic objectives regarding acquisition
costs are oppositional; one seeks to minimize costs, while the other seeks to maximize benefits. This
model with fire prevention aims to innovate by providing a solution to a societal problem, offering
a destination for leftovers typically burned in the open, causing many fires. However, it raises the
issue of who will bear the costs inherent in the model—the final consumer or the local management
entity. If it is the former, Model I might be more interesting since fire prevention savings do not affect
their budget. For example, if a quantity of biomass is located far away, Model II might be interesting
for collecting it to prevent fires, but it will incur high transportation costs. This model could only
be viable as a marketing campaign, with extra costs included in the marketing budget. If the local
managing entity assumes all costs, then Model II is appropriate. These models must be adapted to
the context, as different interests may apply in each case.

Regarding the application of this model in real cases, this study lacks such an application, but
there seems to be a gap in using metaheuristics to solve it based on the literature. Since these models
heavily rely on transport and routes, a vehicle routing problem (VRP) could be considered. This
problem has been studied and optimized using metaheuristics, providing good potential for future
work. This could prove fundamental as more data become available due to emerging technologies
and the need for increased connectivity to ensure the sustainability of supply chains. As demonstrated
by the study of Liu et al. [16], metaheuristics can better handle solving larger and more complex
problems. In terms of new technologies, this data-driven system can improve the variables proposed
in the model, such as converting kilograms to the corresponding area, which is currently estimated
by experts but could be more accurately determined by a data-driven system.

6. Conclusions

The importance of attaining sustainability by mitigating fire risk and utilizing the energy
potential present in traditional leftovers is paramount. Recovering energy from residual biomass is
crucial in this regard, as evidenced by the growing trend in publications shown in Figure 1. This
literature review indicates that the three dimensions of sustainability are a concern among various
authors. In addition to reviewing the literature, this theoretical study aims to add an optimization
model that not only covers supply chain dimensions but also analyzes the impact of recovering this
biomass on reducing fires, presenting a significant innovation. This model can be a valuable practical
tool and can be used in one of two ways: with or without considering the size of the fires, as different
contexts may have different needs. The proposed metaheuristic review aims to introduce new tools
and optimization paths to this model. It also highlights the immense potential of these methods
in the real world, increasingly marked by advanced technology. This suggests that, besides being
interesting research avenues for existing problems, these metaheuristics could be key to resolving
situations in our data-rich daily lives. Limitations of the study include the fact that some indicators
may still seem futuristic, such as how much area produces a given amount of biomass, which, despite
being common vocabulary among field workers, requires more certainty. Future work can consider
applying this model in a practical context, testing it with real data. It might also be interesting,
beyond the scope of this work, to explore how the model would vary with the inclusion of other
types of biomass, such as domestic waste. This could even be an intriguing case study, integrating
this situation with the smart city concept. Given that the smart city concept is associated with a
wealth of data, it would fit well into these models and enhance the value of these solutions.
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PSO Particle swarm optimization
RBSC Residual biomass supply chain
RO Research objective

SA Simulated annealing
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VRP Vehicle routing problem
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