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Abstract

:

Urban impervious surface area is a key indicator for measuring the degree of urban development and the quality of an urban ecological environment. However, optical satellites struggle to effectively play a monitoring role in the tropical and subtropical regions, where there are many clouds and rain all year round. As an active microwave sensor, synthetic aperture radar (SAR) has a long wavelength and can penetrate clouds and fog to varying degrees, making it very suitable for monitoring the impervious surface in such areas. With the development of SAR remote sensing technology, a more advanced and more complex SAR imaging model, namely, polarimetric SAR, has been developed, which can provide more scattering information of ground objects and is conducive to improving the extraction accuracy of impervious surface. However, the current research on impervious surface extraction using SAR data mainly focuses on the use of SAR image intensity or amplitude information, and rarely on the use of phase and polarization information. To bridge this gap, based on Sentinel-1 dual-polarized data, we selected UNet, HRNet, and Deeplabv3+ as impervious surface extraction models; and we input the intensity, coherence, and polarization features of SAR images into the respective impervious surface extraction models to discuss their specific performances in urban impervious surface extraction. The experimental results show that among the intensity, coherence, and polarization features, intensity is the most useful feature in the extraction of urban impervious surface based on SAR images. We also analyzed the limitations of extracting an urban impervious surface based on SAR images, and give a simple and effective solution. This study can provide an effective solution for the spatial-temporal seamless monitoring of an impervious surface in cloudy and rainy areas.
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1. Introduction


In the past few decades, our planet has been impacted by the rapid urbanization wave, resulting in a large number of surfaces being covered by impervious surfaces (ISs) [1,2]. Impervious surface is mainly composed of artificial materials such as asphalt, cement, metal, and glass [3]. Permeable natural surfaces have been replaced by impervious surfaces, which has changed the material circulation process of the global ecosystem, leading to increased ecological risks and threatening human health. In consideration of human well-being, the United Nations officially launched the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 2016, putting forward 17 sustainable development goals and calling on the world to take joint action to eradicate poverty, protect the planet, and improve the lives and futures of all people [4]. Building inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities and human settlements is one of the 17 sustainable development goals. Reasonable planning of urban layout is an important way to build the above-mentioned sustainable cities, and understanding the spatio-temporal distribution of urban impervious surfaces is the premise for reasonable planning of cities [5]. Therefore, it is of great significance to monitor urban impervious surfaces.



With the development of Earth observation technology, remote sensing technology plays an irreplaceable role in the extraction of urban impervious surfaces. For example, Misra et al. used Sentinel-2 as the data source and evaluated the performances of three different machine learning algorithms in the extraction of urban impervious surfaces to better understand the feature extraction method and the appropriate classifier for the classification of urban impervious areas [6]. Additionally, Huang et al. used more than three million Landsat images since 1972 to extract the world’s impervious surface from 1972 to 2019, with the miss rate, false alarm rate, and F-score of 5.16%, 0.82%, and 0.954, respectively [7]. In rapidly urbanized areas, it is very important to monitor the changes in impervious surface regularly. In order to realize high-frequency dynamic monitoring of impervious surface, Liu et al. proposed a method to dynamically capture continuous impervious surface using Landsat data of a spatial-temporal rule and dense time series. It had an overall accuracy of 85.5% [8]. However, the most rapidly urbanizing region in the world is located in Southeast Asia, which is a typical tropical or subtropical region with cloudy and rainy weather all year round [9]. According to data statistics, for the cloudy and rainy tropical and subtropical regions, the single-point effective date of optical remote sensing data is generally less than 40%, and the regional effective date is less than 20%, which makes it difficult for optical satellites to effectively monitor impervious surface. Synthetic aperture radar (SAR) detects the geometric and physical properties of ground objects by actively transmitting signals and then receiving electromagnetic signals reflected by ground objects. Due to its long wavelength, SAR is capable of all-day and all-weather Earth observation. Therefore, SAR is very suitable for monitoring the impervious surface in such areas. However, urban impervious surfaces include roads, squares, buildings, etc., with various spatial locations and different features on SAR images. Therefore, extracting urban impervious surfaces from SAR images is a challenging task.



Many scholars have conducted in-depth studies on the extraction of urban impervious surfaces using SAR images. For example, Guo et al. used a full-polarization SAR (PolSAR) RADARSAT-2 image as the data source, extracted polarization features through polarization decomposition, and used them as the input for C5.0 decision tree algorithm to extract the impervious surface of Beijing, China [10]. According to the characteristics of impervious surface on polarimetric SAR images, Zhang et al. proposed a new framework for impervious-surface classification based on H/A/Alpha decomposition theory [11]. Ban et al. constructed a robust urban-area extractor based on ENVISAT advanced synthetic aperture radar (ASAR) intensity data to extract global built-up areas [12]. By comparing different regions, Attarchi et al. verified the effectiveness of texture features of full PolSAR images based on a gray co-occurrence matrix in urban impervious surface extraction [13]. In addition, Jiang et al. used the coherence feature of SAR for land-cover classification and achieved considerable accuracy, which proved the potential of coherence information in land-cover classification [14]. Subsequently, Sica et al., used interferometric SAR of short time series Sentinel-1 images for land-cover classification, which again confirmed the feasibility of land-cover classification using SAR coherence features [15]. Although researchers have comprehensively analyzed the effectiveness of intensity, coherence, and polarization features of SAR images in the extraction of urban impervious surfaces, there are still three limitations in the following aspects: (1) Most of their studies only proved the effectiveness of a single feature of SAR images in the extraction of urban impervious surfaces but did not evaluate the differences between multiple features of SAR images and their integration effect. (2) The current studies on impervious surface extraction using SAR data mainly focus on the use of SAR image intensity or amplitude information, and rarely on the use of phase and polarization information. (3) It is difficult to fully mine the information contained in SAR images only by manually extracting a small number of shallow features. (4) Traditional machine learning methods struggle to obtain satisfactory extraction results.



Deep learning technology has strong feature-learning ability, which can mine useful information from massive data. Therefore, deep learning has been adopted by remote sensing scholars and has achieved satisfactory results. For example, Zhang et al. used full PolSAR and optical images as data sources, and used deep convolution networks based on small patches to extract urban impervious surfaces [16]. The extraction accuracy was significantly better than those of traditional machine learning algorithms, such as random forest (RF) and support vector machine (SVM). Wang et al. proposed an urban impervious surface extraction method based on modified deep belief network, which also achieved better accuracy than the traditional machine learning methods RF and SVM [17]. Wu et al. employed UNet as the backbone network and Gaofen-3 as the data source to extract the built-up areas in the whole of China, providing overall accuracy of 76.05% to 93.45% [18]. Hafner et al. proposed a semi-supervised model of domain adaptation based on Sentinel-1 and Sentinel-2 data to extract global urban regions [19]. Due to the limitation of impervious surface datasets, the research on impervious surface extraction based on deep learning is relatively scant. With free access to Sentinel-1 and other SAR data, more and more datasets will be released in the future, and then impervious surface extraction methods based on deep learning will be developed rapidly.



Although the above studies have proved that methods based on deep learning can obtain better accuracy than traditional methods, most of them focused on the intensity or amplitude information of SAR images, ignoring the rich and unique phase and scattering information related to ground objects contained in SAR images. Cities are highly heterogeneous scenes. The spatial distribution of an impervious surface is diversified, which makes its features on SAR images diversified. For example, tall buildings are highlighted on SAR images due to double-scattering effects, but for low and randomly distributed residential areas, their features on SAR images are not always highlighted due to volume scattering effects [20]. Other examples are wide airports and roads, which reflect radar waves in a specular way. The reflected waves received by the radar antenna are very weak, appearing dark colors in an SAR image, which are difficult to distinguish from bodies of water. Therefore, it is difficult to accurately extract urban impervious surfaces only by using the intensity or amplitude features of SAR images. In addition, under the deep learning framework, the independent effectiveness of different types of SAR image features in impervious surface extraction and the role of multi-feature integration have not been fully evaluated. To bridge this gap, based on Sentinel-1 dual-polarization data, we selected UNet, HRNet, and Deeplabv3+ deep learning models as impervious surface extraction models to deeply explore the specific roles of SAR image intensity, coherence, and polarization scattering features in the extraction of urban impervious surfaces. This study provides a new data scheme for the extraction of impervious surfaces in the tropical and subtropical areas with cloudy and rainy weather.



The rest of this study is organized as follows. Section 2 is the data description and preprocessing steps. Section 3 describes methods, experimental details, and evaluation metrics. In Section 4, the experimental results are presented quantitatively and qualitatively. Section 5 discusses the temporal and spatial transfer capability of the impervious surface extraction models and the limitations of the impervious surface extraction based on SAR images. Finally, the conclusions of this study are drawn in Section 6.




2. Dataset Description


Sentinel-1 satellite is an Earth observation satellite in the Copernicus Program (GMES) of the European Space Agency (ESA) and is a continuation of the earth observation missions of ERS-1/2 and ENVISAT ASAR. It is composed of two satellites equipped with a C-band SAR sensor and has four operation modes, namely, Stripmap (SM), Interferometric Wide (IW) Swath, Extra-Wide (EW) Swath, and Wave (WV) [21]. As an innovative SAR system, Sentinel-1 not only provides dual polarization capabilities, but also has an extremely short revisit time and fast product delivery. The revisit time of a single satellite is 12 days, whereas that of a dual satellite is as short as 6 days. The Sentinel-1 data can be freely downloaded from the ESA data distribution website (https://scihub.esa.int (accessed on 25 June 2019)). Therefore, Sentinel-1 can provide strong data support for global environmental monitoring. In this study, we took the main urban area of Wuhan (covering an area of about 3000 km   2  ) as the study area, and the Sentinel-1 single-look complex (SLC) images from 13 and 25 June 2019 as the data. Under the framework of deep learning, the roles of SAR image intensity, coherence, polarization features, and multi-feature integration in the extraction of urban impervious surface were studied. The detailed information of the data used is shown in Table 1.



2.1. Intensity


Since this study needed to use the coherence and polarization information of SAR images, the Sentinel-1 data product used in this study was SLC images, rather than directly using Sentinel-1 GRD data. In order to better maintain the information in SAR images, we only carried out necessary preprocessing steps. From SLC to intensity data, a series of preprocessing steps, such as orbit correction, thermal noise removal, radiometric calibration, S-1 TOPS deburst, multi-looking, and terrain correction, are required. All preprocessing steps in this study were carried out in the software SNAP. Due to the mechanism of coherent imaging, SAR images are seriously affected by speckle, which makes it difficult to interpret and extract information from SAR images. Therefore, this study uses refined Lee filter with a window size of 7 × 7 px for despeckling.




2.2. Interferometric Coherence


Interferometric SAR (InSAR) technology refers to acquiring two SAR SLC images repeatedly in the same area and then processing them coherently. This technology has been widely used in the monitoring of surface deformation and the acquisition of digital elevation model data [22,23]. The coherence coefficient is an important index to evaluate the quality of the interference fringe pattern. The larger the coherence coefficient is, the better the quality of the interference fringe pattern. In addition, the coherence coefficient can also be used to estimate the phase stability of targets in two SAR images. The value of the coherence is related to the platform parameters and the scatterers of the ground objects. In practical applications, the coherence map can be calculated from two SLC images after registration according to the following formula:


  γ =    E     V 1   V 2 *          E      V 1    2       E      V 2    2        



(1)




where  γ  is the coherence coefficient.   E      is a mathematical expectation, and   V 1   and   V 2   represent the registered SLC images. The symbol * indicates conjugate multiplication. The value of  γ  ranges from 0 to 1. If   γ = 0  , it means that the two SAR images are completely uncorrelated. If   γ = 1  , it means that the two SAR images are completely correlated; that is, during the radar imaging process, all parameters and ground objects have not changed. These are two extreme cases.



To reduce the influence of noise and assume that the scatterer is ergodic, the calculation of the coherence coefficient can replace the overall mean value with the local mean value within a window of a certain size. The specific calculation formula is as follows:


  γ =      ∑  n = 1  N      ∑  m = 1  M     V 1   ( n , m )  •  V 2 *   ( n , m )           ∑  n = 1  N      ∑  m = 1  M        V 1   ( n , m )     2         ∑  n = 1  N      ∑  m = 1  M        V 2   ( n , m )     2        



(2)




where N and M represent the size of the sliding window. Generally, they are equal. Studies have shown that the window size of 5 × 5 px is suitable for the calculation of the coherence coefficient in urban areas [24].



SAR SLC image pairs use the above formula to calculate the coherence value in a window with the current pixel as the center and N × M as the size, and get the final coherence image through sliding over the window pixel by pixel. The value of each pixel on the coherence image represents the coherence value of this pair of SLC images at that pixel. Decoherence of different ground objects is the basis of remote sensing image classification using interferometric coherence [14,25]. Since the speckle in the coherence image will affect the accuracy of urban impervious surface extraction, this study used the mean filter to process the coherence image, and the size of the filtering window was 3 × 3 px.




2.3. Polarimetric Information


2.3.1. Polarimetric Covariance Matrix


In polarimetric SAR images, each pixel contains the amplitude and phase information of ground objects, which can be represented by the backscattering matrix S [26]:


  S =      S  H H      S  H V        S  V H      S  V V        



(3)




where   S  H V    represents the scattering polarization information vertically transmitted and horizontally received by the radar antenna, which is related to the reflectivity of ground objects. Other elements in the the backscattering matrix S are defined similarly. In the case of monostatic radar, according to the reciprocity theorem, the backscattering matrix S becomes a symmetric matrix—that is,    S  H V   =  S  V H    .



For Setinel-1 dual-polarization data, the backscattering matrix S is:


  S =     0   0      S  V H      S  V V        



(4)







Then, the eigenvector K can be obtained by vectorizing the scattering matrix:


  K =       S  V H      S  V V       T   



(5)




where T represents conjugate transpose.



From the eigenvector K, the polarization covariance matrix C of Sentinel-1 image can be obtained as follows:


  C =   K  K  * T     =       2     S  V H     2         2   S  V H    S  V V  *           2   S  V V    S  V H  *           S  V V     2        



(6)




where    S  V H   =   S  V H     e  j  ϕ  V H      ,    S  V H     and   ϕ  V H    represent SAR amplitude and phase information, respectively;   *   represents conjugate multiplication; and   〈 〉   represents statistical mean.




2.3.2. H/A/Alpha Dual Polarization Decomposition


Polarization decomposition is the most commonly used interpretation method in polarimetric SAR, which decomposes the polarization measurement data into multiple basic components to reveal the physical mechanisms of different scatterers [27]. Common decomposition methods based on the polarization covariance matrix include Cloude decomposition [28], Touzi decomposition [29], and H/A/Alpha decomposition [30]. To explore the roles of polarization features in the extraction of urban impervious surface, we used the H/A/Alpha decomposition method to extract polarization features, including polarimetric entropy (H), mean scattering angle (Alpha), and polarimetric anisotropy (A).



H/A/Alpha decomposition was initially proposed for full PolSAR data, and then extended to dual PolSAR data [31]. By eigenvalue decomposition of the covariance matrix, H/A/Alpha components can be obtained. The specific calculation formula is as follows:


  H = −  ∑  i = 1  2    p i   log 2   p i   ,  H ∈  [ 0 , 1 ]   



(7)






  A l p h a =  ∑  i = 1  2    p i   α i  ,  A l p h a ∈  [  0 ∘  ,   90  ∘  ]    



(8)






  A =   (  λ 1  −  λ 2  )   (  λ 1  +  λ 2  )   ,  A ∈  [ 0 , 1 ]   



(9)




with


   p i  =   λ i     ∑  i = 1  2    λ i     



(10)




where   λ i   and   α i   are the eigenvalues of the covariance matrix and their corresponding eigenvectors, respectively, and   p i   is the probability of the relative contribution of the eigenvalue   λ i   to the total backscatter power.



Polarimetric entropy H is used to describe the proportions of different scattering mechanisms in the total scattering process. It is a measure of the randomness of scatterers, and its values range from 0 to 1. The closer H is to 1, the higher the randomness of ground object scattering is, and vice versa. Low polarimetric entropy H indicates that the pixel is dominated by a single scattering type, and high polarimetric entropy H involves multiple scattering processes. The scattering angle alpha is an important factor to identify the main scattering mechanism of ground objects. The range of   A l p h a   is   [   0 ∘  ,    90  ∘  ]  , which describes the change in scattering mechanism from odd scattering (  0 ∘  ) to volume scattering (  45 ∘  ) to even scattering (  90 ∘  ). The polarimetric anisotropy A is mainly used to describe the scattering anisotropy of scattering randomness, reflecting the influences of two smaller scattering mechanisms on the results, which is a supplement to H, and its value range is [0, 1]. When H is large, the scattering of ground objects involves multiple scattering processes. At this time, the scattering mechanism with the maximum scattering power cannot be considered only, and the data need to be further analyzed through polarimetric anisotropy A. When A is large, it indicates that there are two scattering mechanisms that are dominant. When A is large and H is low, only one scattering mechanism is dominant. When A is large and H is high, it means that the three scattering mechanisms are similar and the scattering is almost random.





2.4. Dataset Form


Figure 1 shows the visualization results of the intensity, coherence, and polarization features of ground objects. It can be seen that the intensity and coherence of a impervious surface are significantly higher than those of a pervious surface. To better understand the scattering mechanism of ground objects, the H, A, and Alpha can be split according to the split criteria shown in Table 2 to form an H-Alpha plane, which consists of nine zones. According to the H and Alpha values, the impervious surface is generally located in zones 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8 of the H-Alpha plane. In this study, we aimed to fully explore the roles of intensity, coherence, and polarization features of SAR images in the extraction of urban impervious surfaces. To this end, we constructed seven types of datasets, as shown in Table 3. Among them, dataset D1 contains only the intensity information; dataset D2 contains only the coherence information; dataset D3 contains the polarization scattering information; dataset D4 contains the intensity and coherence information; dataset D5 contains the intensity and polarization scattering information; dataset D6 contains the coherence and polarization information, and dataset D7 contains the intensity, coherence, and polarization scattering information. The dataset used in this study was annotated pixel-by-pixel. Due to the difficulty of SAR image interpretation, in the annotating process, the high-resolution optical image was first registered with the SAR image, and then the SAR image was annotated by visual interpretation with the assistance of the optical image. An impervious surface was labeled as 1, and a pervious surface was labeled as 0. The annotation tool used was Adobe Photoshop software 5.0. After annotation, the whole image was cut into a number of 128 × 128 image patches to finally obtain 5603 patches. The above patches were randomly divided into training and validation sets according to the ratio of 8:2 and input into models.





3. Methodology


This section first introduces the overall framework of this study, then outlines the used impervious surface extraction models, and finally, describes the specific experimental settings and evaluation indicators of impervious surface extraction accuracy.



3.1. The Overall Framework of This Study


Figure 2 shows the overall framework of this study, which was mainly composed of SAR image preprocessing, feature extraction, and impervious surface extraction. In this study, the Sentinel-1 SLC image was used as the original data source to extract intensity, coherence, and polarization features. The extraction of different features requires different preprocessing steps. For coherence feature extraction, two SLC images covering the same scene at different times are required, and the final coherence features are obtained through preprocessing steps such as coregistration, coherence estimation, multi-look, and terrain correction. The polarization features used in this study includde polarimetric entropy H, mean scattering angle Alpha, and polarimetric anisotropy A. From SLC images to polarization features extraction, the preprocessing steps such as radiometric calibration, polarization matrix generation, H-Alpha dual polarimetric decomposition, polarimetric speckle filter, and terrain correction are needed. To obtain intensity features from SLC images, SLC to GRD (ground range detected), thermal noise removal, radiometric calibration, multi-look, filtering, and terrain correction are required. All preprocessing steps in this study were performed using software SNAP. In SNAP software, a convenient tool for processing SLC to intensity features is provided. In view of the good segmentation performance of UNet [32], Deepalabv3+ [33], and HRNet [34], we selected these three models to extract an impervious surface, and took the above extracted intensity, coherence, and polarization features as the input of models to explore the performance sof intensity, coherence, and polarization features of SAR image in urban impervious surface extraction. The principles and structures of these three models will be described later.




3.2. UNet for Urban Impervious Surface Extraction


UNet is a variant of FCN which was proposed in 2015 to solve medical image segmentation [32]. Its basic structural framework is shown in Figure 3. UNet is a “U” shaped network structure composed of an encoder and a decoder. The left half of the network is the encoder, which is used to extract multi-scale features of the image, and the right half is the decoder, which mainly restores the resolution of the feature map to the original size through up sampling and convolution operations. The encoder consists of a series of convolution and max-pooling operations. The convolution operation is performed by 3 × 3 convolution, batch normalization (BN), and ReLU. After two convolution operations, a 2 × 2 max-pooling operation follows. After the last convolution operation of the encoder, the 2 × 2 max-pooling operation is replaced by a 2 × 2 deconvolution operation, and the result is input into the decoder of UNet. The decoder consists of multiple groups of 2 × 2 deconvolution, concatenation, and convolution operations to gradually restore the resolution of the feature maps to the size of the input image to achieve image reconstruction. The final image segmentation result is obtained by 1 × 1 convolution. For image segmentation tasks, low-level location information is very important. To this end, UNet integrates low-level location information and high-level semantic information through skip connections, which is one of the important innovations of UNet. In this study, the input SAR image was 128 × 128, and the encoder of UNet performed 5 convolution operations and 4 max-pooling operations. The size of the feature maps was reduced from 128 × 128 to 8 × 8, and the channels of feature maps were increased from the channels of the input SAR image to 512. Accordingly, the decoder of UNet performs 4 convolution and 4 deconvolution operations. The deconvolution operation gradually restores the size of feature maps from 8 × 8 to 128 × 128 and reduces the number of channels from 512 to the corresponding number of segmentation categories. This study focuses on impervious surfaces and pervious surfaces (NIS), so the number of categories divided in this study was to.




3.3. Deeplabv3+ for Urban Impervious Surface Extraction


Deeplab series segmentation networks are another peak work in the field of image segmentation, and have achieved satisfactory segmentation results on several public datasets. The network structure is shown in Figure 4. Deeplabv3+ was developed on the basis of Deeplabv3, and it is also an encoder–decoder network [33]. In Deeplabv3+, Deeplabv3 is used as the encoder, and a simple but effective decoder is designed to refine the results of image segmentation. In the encoder, the input image is first input into a deep convolution neural network to extract features, and then the atrous spatial pyramid pooling (ASPP) is used to further extract features from the output of the deep convolution neural network. The ASPP can obtain multi-scale features through different dilation rates without reducing spatial resolution. Then, the multi-scale features extracted by ASPP are concatenated, and the number of channels is reduced through a 1 × 1 convolution operation, and finally, high-level features containing semantic information are obtained. Therefore, the output of the encoder contains 256 channels with rich semantic information. It is worth noting that ASPP can extract features from the arbitrary resolution output of the deep convolution neural network according to the computing power. The output stride is used to represent the ratio of spatial resolution between the input and output of the model. For classification tasks, the spatial resolution of the output is usually 1/32 of the model input image; that is, the output stride is 32. For semantic segmentation tasks, in order to extract more intensive features, the output stride is usually 8 or 16. Therefore, in the Deeplabv3+ model, the output stride with Deeplabv3 as the encoder is 16. In Deeplabv3, the feature maps are up sampled 16 times by bilinear interpolation to restore the size of the output feature maps to the size of the model input, so it can be seen as a simple decoder module. However, this simple decoder module can not restore the details of the segmented object well. To this end, Deeplabv3+ has proposed a simple but effective decoder module. In this decoder, the output features of the encoder are first up sampled by four times through bilinear interpolation and then concatenated in the channel dimension with low-level features of the same size in the deep convolution neural network in the encoder. However, before concatenation, low-level features require 1 × 1 convolution to reduce the number of channels. As the low-level features usually contain a large number of channels, this will make the low-level features more important than the output high-level features of the encoder and make training more difficult. After concatenating the high-level and low-level features, Deeplabv3+ performs 3 × 3 convolution operation on the concatenated features to obtain the segmentation result and then uses bilinear interpolation to conduct 4 round of up sampling on the segmentation result to recover to the size of the input image to obtain the final segmentation result. The experiment proves that when the output stride of encoder is 16, the best balance between speed and accuracy can be achieved. When the output stride of encoder is 8, although the model segmentation effect can be slightly improved, the calculation amount increases accordingly. In Deepalabv3+, ResNet and Xception can be selected as the backbone of the deep convolution neural network.




3.4. HRNet for Urban Impervious Surface Extraction


For an image semantic segmentation task, the general method is to use a convolutional neural network to continuously perform down sampling and convolution operations to extract features at different levels, and then recover to the original resolution by up sampling. However, continuous down sampling will lose the spatial details in the image, and it is difficult to effectively recover the lost spatial details through an up sampling operation. For tasks sensitive to image location information such as image semantic segmentation, it requires high-resolution representation. To solve this problem, Sun et al. designed a new network architecture, namely, the high resolution network (HRNet), which can maintain a high-resolution representation throughout the feature extraction process [34]. Its structure is shown in Figure 5. HRNet is characterized by changing the connections of high-resolution and low-resolution features from the commonly used serial structure to the parallel structure, and constantly exchanging information between low-resolution and high-resolution features, rather than recovering feature maps from low resolution to high resolution through the up sampling operation. The existence of high-resolution features makes it more accurate in space, and the existence of low-resolution features makes it more sufficient in semantics. The network takes the high-resolution subnet as the first stage, then gradually increases the high-resolution subnet to the low-resolution subnet to form more stages, and connects the multi-resolution subnet in parallel. At the same time, in the whole process, the model conducts multi-scale information fusion by repeatedly exchanging information on parallel multi-resolution subnetworks, so that each high-resolution or low-resolution representation receives information from other parallel representations repeatedly, thereby obtaining rich high-resolution representations. This fusion scheme is different from most commonly used fusion schemes that aggregate low-level and high-level features. To exchange information between high and low-resolution features, high-resolution features need to first use one or several consecutive 3 × 3 convolutions with a stride size of 2 to reduce the resolution to that of the low-resolution features, and then use element summation to fuse features with different resolutions. For low resolution features, HRNet first uses the nearest neighbor interpolation to conduct 2-fold or 4-fold up sampling, increases the resolution of the low-resolution features to be the same as that of the high-resolution features, then uses 1 × 1 convolution to make the number of channels consistent with the number of high-resolution features, and then performs the summation operation to achieve features fusion. Finally, the outputs of streams with different resolutions are concatenated and then input into softmax and conduct four-fold up sampling to obtain segmentation results with the same size as the original image.




3.5. Experimental Details


The purpose of this study was to explore the impacts of intensity, coherence, and polarization features of SAR images on the extraction of impervious surface under the framework of deep learning. Therefore, according to different feature combinations, seven groups of experiments were designed in this study, as shown in Table 4. The deep learning models used in this study were all trained with the same parameters to ensure the fairness of comparison. In this study, all models were trained for 400 epochs, and the batch size was set to 32. Additionally, the Adam optimizer was selected to optimize the objective loss function, and the model’s parameters were solved through back propagation. The initial learning rate of all models was set to 0.0001, and the polynomial learning rate strategy was used to update the learning rate. For each iteration, the learning rate was adjusted by multiplying the initial learning rate by    ( 1 −   i t e r   max _ i t e r   )   0.9   , where   i t e r   represents the current number of iterations, and   max _ i t e r   represents the maximum number of iterations. In addition, in order to prevent the model from overfitting, we used the early stop strategy in the training process. When the accuracy of the model in the validation set did not improve for 50 consecutive epochs, the training was stopped in advance. At the same time, during training, we also augmented the training set by vertical flipping, random rotation, and adding random Gaussian noise. The training, testing, and prediction of all models were executed under the Pytorch framework and configured on a workstation with 11 GB of RAM and NVIDIA GeForce RTX 2080. In order to alleviate the problem of unbalanced positive and negative samples, we used the joint loss of binary cross-entropy loss and Dice-distance loss as the loss function. The specific expression is as follows:


   L  T o t a l   =  L  B C E   +  L  D i c e    



(11)




where   L  T o t a l   ,   L  B C E   , and   L  D i c e    represent the joint loss, binary cross-entropy loss, and Dice-distance loss, respectively.



The binary cross-entropy loss is the most commonly used loss function for pixel-level loss in image semantic segmentation tasks, and its expression is as follows:


   L  B C E   =  1 N  ∑  −    y i  • log   p i   +  ( 1 −  y i  )  • log   1 −  p i        



(12)




where N is the number of samples and   y i   is the label of the   i t h   sample. The   p i   indicates the probability that the   i t h   sample is predicted to be positive. In this study, the positive class is impervious surfaces and is marked as 1, and the negative class is pervious surfaces and marked as 0.



Dice-distance loss is a function to measure the similarity of two contour regions, specifically defined as:


   L  D i c e   = 1 −   2  ∑  i = 1  N    y i    y ¯  i      ∑  i = 1  N   (  y i 2  +   y ¯  i 2  )     



(13)




where   y i   represents the probability that the pixel i is predicted to be an impervious surface, and    y ¯  i   is the ground truth.




3.6. Evaluation Metrics


In this study, four evaluation indicators for the extraction accuracy of impervious surface were selected, namely, overall accuracy (OA), kappa coefficient, mean intersection over Union (MIoU) and F1-score. OA is defined as the proportion of the number of correctly classified samples to the number of all samples. The kappa coefficient is an indicator to measure whether the predicted results of the model are consistent with the actual classification results, which can alleviate the problem of large OA deviation caused by sample imbalance. Kappa can be calculated through the confusion matrix, and its value ranges from −1 to 1. It is usually greater than 0. MIoU is the intersection of the true value set and the predictive value set, and it was also the evaluation indicator used in this study for training early stop. F1-score can consider both precision and recall, which is a balanced reflection of accuracy. The specific calculation formulas for OA, kappa, MIoU and F1-score are as follows:


  O A =   T P + T N   T P + F N + F P + T N    



(14)






     K a p p a =    p 0  •  ( T P + T N )  −  p e       p 0   2  −  p e           p 0  = T P + F P + F N + T N        p e  =  ( T P + F N )  •  ( T P + F P )        + ( F P + T N ) • ( F N + T N )     



(15)






     F 1 − s c o r e =   2 • P A • U A   P A + U A         U A =   T P   T P + F P         P A =   T P   T P + F N       



(16)






  M I o U =  1  k + 1     ∑  i = 0  k     T P   T P + F P + T N    



(17)




where   T P   indicates that the model correctly predicts the positive category.   F P   indicates that the model incorrectly predicted the positive category.   F N   indicates that the model incorrectly predicted the negative category.   T N   indicates that the model incorrectly predicted a negative category. Additionally, k presents the number of categories.





4. Experimental Results


In this section, the backscattering characteristics of impervious surface and other ground objects are compared and analyzed to verify the feasibility of impervious surface extraction based on SAR images. Then, the roles of SAR images with different polarization modes and features in impervious surface extraction are discussed, and the performances of different models are compared.



4.1. The Differences of Polarization Characteristics between Impervious Surfaces and Other Ground Objects


In this experiment, in order to verify the differences in intensity and coherence characteristics of SAR images in identifying impermeable surfaces and other ground objects under different polarization modes, 10,000 sample points were randomly selected from four typical ground objects, namely, impervious surfaces, vegetation (VG), water bodies (WBs) and bare soils (BSs). A violin chart is used to show the distributions of the intensity and coherence characteristics of these four types of ground objects, as shown in Figure 6.



In Figure 6, violins of different colors represent the distributions of backscattering intensity and coherence for different ground objects, and the black line in the middle represents the quartile range. The white rectangle in the middle reflects 50% of values. The bottom and top represent the first quartile and the third quartile, respectively. The horizontal line in the middle of the rectangle represents the median. It can be seen in Figure 6 that the intensity and coherence characteristics of impervious surface are significantly higher than those of the other three types of ground objects, regardless of VH or VV polarization, which can be well distinguished from other ground objects. Taking VH polarization as an example, the backscattering intensit of impervious surfaces is concentrated between −15 and −10 dB, which is the highest among the four kinds of ground objects. The backscattering intensity of vegetation is mainly distributed between −20 and −15 dB, which overlaps with that of impervious surfaces. The backscattering intensity of water bodies is the lowest, and its intensity values are basically below −25 dB. The backscattering intensity of bare soils is between that of water bodies and that of vegetation, and fluctuates around −20 dB. Compared with the backscattering intensity, the differences in the coherence between impervious surfaces and other ground objects are more obvious. The impervious surfaces had strong coherence. Their coherence values are mainly between 0.55 and 0.75, which are much higher than those of other ground objects. The coherence of the other three kinds of ground objects is very low. Their coherence values are basically below 0.3. The main reason for the poor coherence of the three kinds of ground objects is that they are easily affected by environmental factors such as wind and rainfall, which leads to their incoherence. According to Figure 6, the polarization mode has little effect on the relative difference between impervious surface and other ground objects, so we will not repeat the description of the difference in backscattering intensity and coherence between different ground objects under VV polarization. Regarding the distinguishability of impervious surfaces and vegetation and water bodies, VV polarization is slightly better than VH polarization, but for the distinguishability of impervious surface and bare soil, VH polarization is better than VV polarization.



The above only qualitatively shows the differentiability between impervious surfaces and other ground objects. Therefore, we also used Jeffries–-Matusita (JM) distance to quantitatively analyze the differentiability between impervious surfaces and other ground objects based on the characteristics of different polarization modes. The JM distance measures the average distance between two classes density functions, taking into account the distance and the distribution of the mean values of classes, which has been proved to be the most suitable indicator for characterizing the differentiability of classes. The calculation formula is as follows:


  J = 2 •   1 −  e  − B      



(18)






  B =  1 8      m 1  −  m 2    2   2   δ 1 2  +  δ 2 2    +  1 2  I n      δ 1 2  +  δ 2 2    2  δ 1   δ 2       



(19)




where B represents Bhattacharyya distance,   δ i 2   represents the variance in class i,   i = 1 , 2  , and   m i   represents the mean value of class i. The range of JM distance value is from 0 to 2. When   J M = 2  , it means that the two classes can be completely separable. When   J M = 0  , it means that the two classes are completely confused.



According to the above formula, the JM distances between impervious surfaces and vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils under SAR image features of different polarization modes were calculated in this study, and the calculation results are shown in Table 5. In Table 5, VH includes the intensity and coherence of VH polarization. VV and VH + VV have the same meaning as VH. It can be seen in Table 5 that no matter whether we use VH or VV polarization, the JM distances between impervious surfaces and vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils are large, especially for vegetation and water bodies. The JM distance between impervious surfaces and water bodies is more than 1.9 for these data, indicating that impervious surfaces and water bodies can be completely separated. The differentiability between impervious surfaces and vegetation is also good, and their JM distance is more than 1.6. The differentiability between impervious surfaces and bare soils is relatively poor, and the maximum JM distance is 1.58, indicating that there is some confusion between impervious surfaces and bare soils. For vegetation and water bodies, their differentiability from impervious surfaces under VV polarization is stronger than that under VH polarization. Bare soils work oppositely. In addition, the combination of VV and VH polarization can significantly increase the differentiability between impervious surfaces and other ground objects. The above quantitative and qualitative analysis results show that it is feasible to use the backscattering intensity and coherence features of SAR images to extract impervious surfaces, and the differences between different polarization modes are not obvious, but the combination of VH and VV polarization can improve the differentiability to some extent.




4.2. Impervious Surface Extraction Results of Different Polarization Channels


In the previous section, we qualitatively and quantitatively analyzed the differentiability between impervious surfaces and vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils from the SAR image’s features’ distributions and JM distances. In this section, we discuss the influences of SAR image features under different polarization modes on the extraction of impervious surfaces to determine the best input for the model.



The multi-channel SAR image composed of intensity and coherence features of different polarization modes was used as the input of the model. Table 6 shows the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet models with different polarization channels as input. In Table 6, we can observe some interesting findings: Firstly, for the extraction of impervious surfaces, there was no significant difference in the extraction accuracy between VV and VH polarization; secondly, compared with single polarization as input, the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces with dual polarization as input was significantly improved. The OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of impervious surface extraction results of UNet with a dual-polarization channel as input were 1.05%, 0.0236, 0.0202, and 0.0118 higher than those of extraction results with a single polarization channel as input. For Deeplabv3+, the OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of impervious surface extraction results with a dual-polarization channel as input were 1.21, 0.0282, 0.0233, and 0.0141% higher than those with a single polarization channel as input, respectively. The OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of impervious surface extraction results of HRNet with a dual polarization-channel as input were 0.46, 0.011, 0.0085, and 0.0054% higher than those of extraction results with single polarization channel as input. Thirdly, the extraction accuracies of impervious surface of different models are also significantly different. Among the three models, the extraction accuracy of UNet was the best, and its OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score were 4%, 0.10, 0.0789, and 0.048 higher than the lowest values of the other two models, respectively.



Figure 7 shows the extraction results of impervious surfaces based on different polarization channels, with UNet as an example. The black area in this figure represents the correctly extracted pervious surface, the white area represents the correctly extracted impervious surface, the red area represents the incorrectly extracted impervious surface, and the green area represents the omitted extracted impervious surface. It can be seen in this figure that with the dual polarization channels as the input for the model, the impervious surface extracted incorrectly and omitted is significantly smaller than that based on VV or VH polarization. In the extraction results of impervious surface based on VV and VH polarization, although the positions of the areas of impervious surface that are incorrectly and missed are different, their areas are basically the same, and it is difficult to distinguish the differences between the effects of the two polarization modes.



According to the SAR intensity and coherence analysis in Section 4.1 and the impervious surface extraction results in this section, the dual polarization channels are the optimal input for models. For the extraction of impervious surfaces based on dual-polarization Sentinel-1 data, it is recommended to use dual-polarization data as the input for the model. In the later experiments, the dual-polarization data were used as input to obtain better results in impervious surface extraction.




4.3. Analysis of Impervious Surface Extraction Results Using Intensity, Coherence, and Polarization Features


This section mainly quantitatively evaluates the application potential of the intensity, coherence, and polarization features of dual-polarized SAR images in the extraction of impervious surfaces. In Section 4.1, we used the violin figure and JM distances to analyze the differences in intensity and coherence features between impervious surfaces and other ground objects. Similarly, in this section, we first use the violin figure to show the distributions of polarization features of impervious surfaces and other ground objects, as shown in Figure 8. It can be seen in Figure 8 that the distribution of the polarization features (H, A, and Alpha) of impervious surfaces overlaps with those of vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils to a certain extent, which is in contrast to the intensity and coherence features of impervious surfaces and vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils. This would make it difficult to effectively separate impervious surfaces from other ground objects using only polarization features. According to Equations (18) and (19), we also calculated the JM distances between impervious surfaces and vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils based on polarization features, which were 1.3527, 1.3232, and 1.1399, respectively. The JM distance value was relatively low, indicating that there was some confusion between impervious surfaces and vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils.



Next, according to the experiment set in Section 3, we combined the intensity, coherence, and polarization features of SAR images and input them into urban impervious surface extraction models to explore their specific roles in the impervious surface extraction. Table 7 shows the impervious surface extraction accuracies of UNet with different feature inputs. It can be seen that the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces based on intensity features was the highest, followed by the results for coherence and polarization features. Compared with a single feature, a multi-feature combination can improve the extraction accuracy to a certain extent, but the degree of improvement differs. For example, the extraction accuracy based on the combination of intensity and coherence features was obviously better than that based on the combination of intensity and polarization features or the combination of coherence and polarization features. Additionally, the extraction accuracy based on the combination of coherence and polarization features was even lower than that based on intensity features alone. Although the extraction accuracy of combining intensity, coherence, and polarization features was the highest, it was only slightly higher than the combination of intensity and coherence features.



Table 8 shows the impervious surface extraction accuracies of Deeplabv3+ with different feature inputs. Similarly to the situation reflected in Table 7, among the three features of intensity, coherence, and polarization, the extraction accuracy based on intensity features was the highest, followed by coherence and polarization features. Additionally, the extraction accuracy based on multi-feature combinations was better than that based on single feature. Differently from the results of UNet, the impervious surface extraction results based on the combination of intensity and coherence features had the highest accuracy and were superior to the combination of intensity, coherence, and polarization features. Table 9 shows the impervious surface extraction accuracies of HRNet with different feature inputs. It can be seen that when a single feature was used as the input of the model, the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces based on intensity feature was still the highest, followed by coherence and polarization features, which is consistent with the results of UNet and Deeplabv3+. However, what is inconsistent with these two models is that after combining multiple features, the extraction accuracy of the model was not significantly improved, which was only higher than that based on intensity and coherence features alone, but lower than that based on the intensity feature.



Figure 9 shows the extraction results for impervious surfaces of UNet with different features as inputs in four different scenarios. Visually, the results of Figure 9a,d,e,g are good, but the results of Figure 9b,c,f are poor, and their phenomena of the incorrect extraction (red area) and missed extraction (green areas) are obvious. Compared with using a single feature, the incorrect and missed areas were significantly reduced after adding features, and the areas caught by the additional features were mainly located at the edges of ground objects and the road area. Through careful comparison, it was found that the result of Figure 9g is the best, and some small roads and edges of ground objects were correctly extracted, as shown in the viaduct in the third row of Figure 9. Figure 10 shows the extraction results of impervious surfaces of Deeplabv3+ based on various features in four different scenarios. Similarly, the extraction results in Figure 10a,d,e,g are better than those in Figure 10b,c,f. However, it is difficult to judge the differences in the extraction results in Figure 10a,d,e,g only through visual interpretation. Additionally, Figure 11 shows the impervious surface extraction results of HRNet based on different features in four different scenarios. As shown in Figure 9 and Figure 10, the results of impervious surface extraction in Figure 11a,d,e,g are similar and better than those in Figure 11b,c,f. The qualitative results of impervious surface extraction shown in Figure 9, Figure 10 and Figure 11 are consistent with the quantitative results shown in Table 7, Table 8 and Table 9.



Through the above quantitative and qualitative analysis of the impervious surface extraction results of different models, we can draw the following conclusions: Firstly, for the impervious surface extraction, compared with the coherence and polarization features, the intensity is the most useful feature in SAR images, and the role of polarization features is limited. Secondly, compared with single feature, multi-feature integration can improve the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces to some extent in most cases, but it is unstable, depending on the urban impervious surface extraction model used. Thirdly, through the combination of multiple features, the extraction accuracy based on the combination of intensity and coherence features is usually high and stable.




4.4. Comparison of Impervious Surface Results Extracted from Different Models


The model is also a key factor affecting the accuracy for impervious surface extraction. For this reason, this section compares the impervious surface extraction accuracies of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet based on different features. Figure 12 shows the comparison of the OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet models. It can be seen that among the three models, the extraction accuracy of UNet is the highest, followed by Deeplabv3+ and HRNet. However, when the polarization features are taken as the input of the model, the extraction accuracy of Deeplabv3+ is similar to that of UNet. The maximum differences in the OAs, kappa coefficients, MIoUs, and F1-scores of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet reached 3.17%, 0.0975, 0.0596, and 0.0323, respectively. The structures of UNet, Deepalabv3+, and HRNet are the main reason for this difference. UNet extracts multi-scale features from low level to high level through continuous down sampling in the encoder, and then restores the resolution of feature maps to the same as the original image through up sampling in the decoder. The encoder and decoder are connected by skip connection. This structure enables UNet to fully learn features of different scales and integrates the low-level location information with the high-level semantic information, which is very beneficial to the semantic segmentation task. Although Deeplabv3+ also has an encoder–decoder structure, it only performs multi-scale features extraction on the high-level features output by the deep convolution neural network, and there is only one connection between the encoder and decoder, which makes the fusion between low-level and high-level features insufficient. Therefore, its semantic segmentation result is worse than that of UNet. Although HRNet can maintain high-resolution output through parallelism, its low-resolution branches are not deep enough, which limits the semantic capabilities of the network. Due to the significant increase in computing costs, it is not advisable to adopt a deeper network in the last two stages of HRNet. Therefore, combining the most advantageous features of SAR images and developing more advanced models are important ways to improve the accuracy for impervious surface extraction.





5. Discussion


This section first discusses the models’ transfer capabilities for SAR images in two dimensions, time and space, and then analyzes the limitations of impervious surface extraction based on SAR images and gives a reference solution.



5.1. The Spatial and Temporal Transfer Capabilities of the Models


The generalization abilities of deep learning models have been concerns and puzzles for academia and industry. Therefore, this section discusses the transfer capabilities of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet for the time and space dimensions when SAR images are used as model inputs. In the model temporal transfer experiment, the Sentinel-1 dual-polarization SLC images obtained on 3 March 2020 and 15 March 2020 covering the Wuhan area were used as the data source. In the model spatial transfer experiment, the Sentinel-1 dual-polarization SLC images obtained on 10 June 2019 and 22 June 2019 covering the Nanjing area were used as the data source. The data preprocessing was conducted according to Section 3.1 of this study. In the temporal and spatial transfer experiments of the model, the combination of intensity, coherence, and polarization features was used as the input for the model to extract impervious surfaces. Due to the lack of corresponding ground truth for impervious surfaces, we qualitatively evaluated the spatial and temporal transfer capabilities of the models by visual comparison with the optical images. Figure 13 shows the partial impervious surface results of Wuhan in 2020 and Nanjing in 2019 extracted from the three models. It can be seen that the impervious surface results extracted from the three models are relatively rough, and there are obvious phenomena of incorrect and missing extractions of impervious surfaces. Among the three models, the spatial and temporal transfer capacity of UNet is the best, followed by Deeplabv3+ and HRNet. The experimental results show that the spatial and temporal transfer capabilities of the models cannot meet the application requirements.



In order to try to explain the reason for the poor spatial and temporal transfer ability of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet in this study, we selected 10,000 sample points from the SAR images covering Wuhan in 2019, Wuhan in 2020, and Nanjing in 2019 to analyze the distribution differences in SAR features among impervious surfaces, vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils. The results are shown in Figure 14. It can be seen that the distributions of intensity, coherence, and polarization features for the same kind of ground object in different dimensions of time and space are obviously different. Therefore, if SAR data that are different in time and space are directly input into the trained model to extract impervious surfaces, the accuracy will inevitably be poor and cannot meet the application requirements. In order to enable the model to have a better transfer capability and obtain satisfactory impervious surface extraction results, it is necessary to conduct some processing on the data of target domain and source domain to reduce the differences between them.




5.2. Limitations of Extracting Impervious Surfaces Based on SAR Images


According to the impervious surface results of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet shown in Figure 9, Figure 10 and Figure 11, a considerable portion of the incorrect and missed impervious surface extraction areas are located at the edges of ground objects and roads. The main reason is that, limited by the imaging mechanism and spatial resolution, the inherent speckle noise in SAR images makes the edges of ground objects blurred, making some edges and roads not well detected. The low extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces is caused by the quality of data sources. Therefore, it is challenging to improve the extraction accuracy by improving the model. Relatively speaking, it may be more concise and effective to improve the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces by adding appropriate auxiliary data for specific problems. To this end, this section proves the effectiveness of this method through the addition of free OpenStreetMap (OSM) road network data on the basis of SAR data. Since the OSM road network data are vector data, we first converted them into raster data with the same spatial resolution as the SAR image, and then input them with the SAR image (including intensity, coherence, and polarization features) into UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet models to extract impervious surfaces. Figure 15 shows the extraction results of impervious surfaces of the three models before and after adding the OSM road network data. It can be seen that after adding the OSM road network data, each model significantly improved the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces, and the misclassification and omission in edge areas of ground objects were also significantly reduced. In order to quantitatively show the improvement in the impervious surface extraction of models after adding OSM road network data, Table 10 shows the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces of each model after adding the OSM road network data. By comparing Table 10 with Table 7, Table 8 and Table 9, one can see that after using the OSM road network data, the OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of UNet were increased by 0.16%, 0.0034, 0.0029, and 0.0017, respectively. The OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of Deeplabv3+ were increased by 0.86%, 0.0198, 0.0165, and 0.0099, respectively. Additionally, the OA, kappa, MIoU, and F1-score of HRNet were increased by 0.7%, 0.0164, 0.0129, and 0.0082, respectively. Based on the above qualitative and quantitative results, the addition of OSM road network data can improve the accuracy for impervious surface extraction of the model, which shows that adding auxiliary data is a simple and effective way to improve the accuracy for impervious surface extraction.





6. Conclusions


Urban impervious surface area has become an important indicator for measuring the quality of an urban ecological environment. Due to the limitations of climatic conditions, it is very difficult to use optical remote sensing images alone to achieve seamless, impervious spatio-temporal surface monitoring in large regions, especially in the cloudy and rainy subtropical regions. Synthetic aperture radar (SAR) is an active sensor which is very suitable for monitoring the impervious surfaces in such areas. As a more advanced and complex SAR imaging mode, polarimetric SAR contains more scattering information of ground objects. However, the modern studies on impervious surface extraction using SAR data mainly focused on the use of SAR image intensity or amplitude information, and rarely on the use of phase and polarization information. Additionally, regarding deep learning, there has been little research on the performances of SAR image intensity, coherence, and polarization features and their integration in impervious surface extraction. Therefore, we used Sentinel-1 dual-polarization data as the data source to extract the intensity, coherence, and polarization features, and input them into UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet to discuss the performance of each feature in the extraction of impervious surfaces. The experimental results show that among intensity, coherence, and polarization, intensity is the most useful feature for the extraction of impervious surfaces based on SAR images. Additionally, in most cases, the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces when using multi-feature integration is improved compared with that based on a single feature, and the extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces based on the combination of intensity and coherence is significantly improved and more stable. In addition, we also analyzed the limitations of extracting urban impervious surface based on SAR images, and gave a simple and effective solution. The relevant findings of this study have certain reference significance for the seamless spatio-temporal monitoring of impervious surfaces in large-scale areas, especially in cloudy and rainy areas.
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Figure 1. Visualization results of intensity, coherence, and polarization features of ground objects. (a) VH intensity, (b) VH coherence, (c) polarimetric entropy H, (d) mean scattering angle Alpha, (e) polarimetric anisotropy A, and (f) the ground truth of impervious surfaces. 
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Figure 2. The overall framework of this study. 
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Figure 3. The basic structure of UNet [32]. 
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Figure 4. The basic structure of Deeplabv3+ [33]. 
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Figure 5. The basic architecture of HRNet [34]. 
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Figure 6. Differences of the intensity and coherence characteristics between impervious surfaces and other ground objects. (a–d) Differences between impervious surfaces and other ground objects based on VH intensity, VV intensity, VH coherence, and VV coherence. 
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Figure 7. Qualitative impervious surface extraction results of different polarization channels. (a) Sentinel-2 image. (b) VH intensity image of Sentinel-1. (c–e) Impervious surface extraction results of VH polarization, VV polarization, and VH and VV polarization, respectively. 
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Figure 8. Differences in polarization features between impervious surfaces and other ground objects. (a–c) Differences between impervious surfaces and other ground objects based on H, Alpha, and A. 
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Figure 9. Impervious surface extraction results based on UNet with various features. (a–g) Test1–Test7. 
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Figure 10. Impervious surface extraction results based on Deeplabv3+ with various features. (a–g) Test1–Test7. 
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Figure 11. Impervious surface extraction results based on HRNet with various features. (a–g) Test1–Test7. 
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Figure 12. Comparison of impervious surface extraction accuracies of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet. (a) OA; (b) Kappa; (c) MIoU; (d) F1-score. 
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Figure 13. Spatial and temporal transfer results of UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet. (a1–e1) Impervious surface extraction results of models spatial transfer. (a2–e2) Impervious surface extraction results of models temporal transfer. 
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Figure 14. Spatial and temporal distribution differences in SAR features of impervious surfaces, vegetation, water bodies, and bare soils. (a1–g1) Impervious surfaces, (a2–g2) vegetation, (a3–g3) water bodies, and (a4–g4) bare soils, respectively. 
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Figure 15. Comparison of impervious surface extraction results of models before and after adding road network data. (a–c) The extraction results of impervious surfaces detected by UNet, Deeplabv3+, and HRNet before (the second row) and after (the first row) adding the OSM road network data. 
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Table 1. Detailed information of the data used in this study.
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	Attributes
	Sentinel-1





	Polarimetric
	VH, VV



	Product type
	SLC



	Product level
	L1



	Band
	C



	Acquistion date
	13 and 25 June 2019



	Spatial resolution
	10 m
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Table 2. Split criteria of the H-Alpha plane.
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Alpha




	
H

	
[0, 40]

	
    ( 40 , 55 ]    

	
    ( 55 , 90 ]    

	
[0, 40]

	
    ( 40 , 50 ]    

	
    ( 50 , 90 ]    

	
[0, 42.5]

	
    ( 42.5 , 47.5 ]    
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   [ 0 , 0.5 ]   

	

	

	

	

	

	

	
Z7

	
Z8

	
Z9




	
   [ 0.5 , 0.9 ]   
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Z5

	
Z6

	

	

	




	
   [ 0.9 , 1.0 ]   

	
Z1

	
Z2

	
Z3
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Table 3. The seven datasets constructed in this study.
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	Dataset
	Features





	D1
	Intensity



	D2
	Coherence



	D3
	Polarization



	D4
	Intensity + Coherence



	D5
	Intensity + Polarization



	D6
	Coherence + Polarization



	D7
	Intensity + Coherence + Polarization
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Table 4. Seven groups of experiments designed in this study.






Table 4. Seven groups of experiments designed in this study.












	Test
	Intensity
	Coherence
	Polarization
	Model





	Test1
	✓
	
	
	



	Test2
	
	✓
	
	



	Test3
	
	
	✓
	UNet



	Test4
	✓
	✓
	
	Deeplabv3+



	Test5
	✓
	
	✓
	HRNet



	Test6
	
	✓
	✓
	



	Test7
	✓
	✓
	✓
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Table 5. JM distances between impervious surfaces and other ground objects under different polarization modes.
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	Polarization Modes
	VG
	WB
	BS





	VH
	1.6494
	1.9446
	1.4927



	VV
	1.7224
	1.9838
	1.2069



	VH + VV
	1.8402
	1.9935
	1.5844










[image: Table] 





Table 6. Extraction accuracy for impervious surfaces with different polarization channels.
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Model

	
Polarization Modes

	
OA (%)

	
Kappa

	
MIoU

	
F1-Score






	
UNet

	
VH

	
93.23

	
0.8454

	
0.8577

	
0.9227




	
VV

	
93.04

	
0.8414

	
0.8543

	
0.9207




	
VH + VV

	
94.09

	
0.865

	
0.8745

	
0.9325




	
Deeplabv3+

	
VH

	
91.45

	
0.8051

	
0.8242

	
0.9026




	
VV

	
91.75

	
0.812

	
0.8298

	
0.906




	
VH + VV

	
92.66

	
0.8333

	
0.8475

	
0.9167




	
HRNet

	
VH

	
89.57

	
0.7582

	
0.7871

	
0.8791




	
VV

	
89.97

	
0.7681

	
0.7947

	
0.884




	
VH + VV

	
90.03

	
0.7692

	
0.7956

	
0.8845
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Table 7. Impervious surface extraction accuracies of UNet with different feature inputs.
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	Test
	OA (%)
	Kappa
	MIoU
	F1-Score





	Test1
	93.25
	0.8459
	0.8581
	0.923



	Test2
	91.9
	0.815
	0.8323
	0.9075



	Test3
	90.24
	0.7755
	0.8005
	0.8877



	Test4
	94.09
	0.865
	0.8745
	0.9325



	Test5
	93.47
	0.8507
	0.8622
	0.9254



	Test6
	92.21
	0.8217
	0.8379
	0.9109



	Test7
	94.14
	0.8664
	0.8757
	0.9332
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Table 8. Impervious surface extraction accuracies of Deeplabv3+ with different feature inputs.
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	Test
	OA (%)
	Kappa
	MIoU
	F1-Score





	Test1
	91.64
	0.8097
	0.8279
	0.9049



	Test2
	90.8
	0.7897
	0.8118
	0.8949



	Test3
	89.82
	0.7662
	0.7932
	0.8831



	Test4
	92.66
	0.8333
	0.8475
	0.9167



	Test5
	92.23
	0.8233
	0.8391
	0.9117



	Test6
	91.17
	0.7988
	0.819
	0.8994



	Test7
	92.17
	0.8217
	0.8378
	0.9108
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Table 9. Impervious surface extraction accuracies of HRNet with different feature inputs.
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	Test
	OA (%)
	Kappa
	MIoU
	F1-Score





	Test1
	90.06
	0.7698
	0.7961
	0.8849



	Test2
	88.22
	0.7254
	0.7621
	0.8626



	Test3
	86.65
	0.6867
	0.7336
	0.8431



	Test4
	90.03
	0.7692
	0.7956
	0.8845



	Test5
	90.04
	0.7692
	0.7956
	0.8845



	Test6
	89.23
	0.7498
	0.7806
	0.8748



	Test7
	90.02
	0.7689
	0.7954
	0.8844
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Table 10. Extraction accuracies for impervious surfaces after adding the OSM road network data.
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	Model
	OA (%)
	Kappa
	MIoU
	F1-Score





	UNet
	94.3
	0.8698
	0.8786
	0.9349



	Deeplabv3+
	93.03
	0.8415
	0.8543
	0.9207



	HRNet
	90.72
	0.7853
	0.8083
	0.8926
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