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Background
The initiative process is a tool through which citizens can propose statutes or constitutional
amendments to be put on the ballot in their state. Often referred to generally as ballot
measures, the initiative process can be direct or indirect depending on the state. Direct citizen
initiatives are put onto the ballot without involvement from the state legislature if they meet
certain qualifications, usually related to signature gathering and subject matter, as well as
various deadlines. Indirect citizen initiatives are submitted to the state legislature, which can
then approve the measure without it going to the ballot, not adopt the measure, or even
submit a competing measure. This map tracks states that have direct citizen initiative
processes.

Scoring

e State has a direct citizen initiative process, 1 point

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process, 0 points
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail

Alabama (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Alaska (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Arizona (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (A.R.S. § 19 et. seq.).
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https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=19

movement advancement project

Arkansas (1)
e State has a direct citizen initiative process (A.C.A. § 7-9 et. seq.).
California (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (Cal. Const. Art. 2).

Colorado (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (C.R.S.A. Const. Art. 5).

Connecticut (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Delaware (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
D.C. (0)

e Does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Florida (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (F.S.A. Const. Art. 11).

Georgia (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Hawaii (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Idaho (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (I.C. § 34 et. seq.).
Illinois (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (ILCS Const. Art. 14).

Indiana (0)
e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
lowa (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
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https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/elections/2023-2024_I__R_Handbook_-_October_2023.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&article=II
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/COConstitution/ColoradoConstitution.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?submenu=3
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title34/
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/lrb/con14.htm#:%7E:text=The%20General%20Assembly%20shall%20not%20take%20action%20on%20any%20proposed,has%20been%20submitted%20for%20ratification.
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Kansas (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Kentucky (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Louisiana (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Maine (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Maryland (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Massachusetts (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Michigan (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (M.C.L.A. Const. Art. 12).

Minnesota (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Mississippi (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Missouri (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (V.A.M.S. Const. Art. 3).

Montana (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (MT CONST Art. 3).

Nebraska (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (Ne. Rev. St. CONST. Art. llI).

Nevada (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (N.R.S. Const. Art. 19).
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http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Article-XII-1#:%7E:text=If%20a%20majority%20of%20electors,at%20which%20it%20was%20approved.
https://www.sos.mo.gov/CMSImages/Publications/CurrentMissouriConstitution.pdf
https://courts.mt.gov/External/library/docs/72constit.pdf
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/articles.php?article=III-3
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/const/nvconst.html
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New Hampshire (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
New Jersey (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
New Mexico (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
New York (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
North Carolina (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
North Dakota (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (NDCC Const. Art. 3).

Ohio (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (OH Const. Art. 1l).

Oklahoma (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (OK Const. Art. 5).

Oregon (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (OR CONST Art. V).

Pennsylvania (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Rhode Island (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
South Carolina (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
South Dakota (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (S.D. Const. Art. 3).
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https://ndlegis.gov/constit/a03.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-constitution/article-2#:%7E:text=The%20legislative%20power%20of%20the,on%20a%20referendum%20vote%20as
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/oc5_1.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://sdlegislature.gov/Constitution/3#:%7E:text=%C2%A7%201.-,Legislative%20power%2D%2DInitiative%20and%20referendum.,senate%20and%20house%20of%20representatives.
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Tennessee (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Texas (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Utah (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (UT Const. Art. 6).

Vermont (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Virginia (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Washington (1)

e State has a direct citizen initiative process (RCWA Const. Art. 2).

West Virginia (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Wisconsin (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
Wyoming (0)

e State does not have a direct citizen initiative process.
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https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Articlevi/Article_VI.html#:%7E:text=%5BPower%20vested%20in%20Senate%2C%20House%2C%20and%20People.%5D&text=%5BTime%20and%20location%20of%20annual,Sessions%20convened%20by%20the%20Legislature.%5D&text=%5BElection%20of%20House%20members%20%2D%2D%20Terms.%5D
http://leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Pages/WAConstitution.aspx
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