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DECISION AND ORDER 

Ronnie Ash ("Petitioner") was notified that pursuant to 31 U.S.C. §§3716 and 3720A, 
the Secretaryof the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development ("HUD") intended to 
seek administrative offset of any federal payments due to Petitioner in order to satisfy 
Petitioner's alleged debt to HUD. 

On August 19, 2013, Petitioner requested a hearing concerning the enforceabilityof the 
alleged debt. The Office of Hearings and Appeals has been designated to conduct a hearing to 
determine whether the debt is legally enforceable. 24 C.F.R. § 17.69(c). As a result of 
Petitioner's hearing request, referral of the debt to the U.S. Departmentof the Treasury for the 
administrative offset was temporarily stayed by the Court on September 16, 2013, until the 
issuance of a written decision by the Administrative Judge. (Notice of Docketing, Order, and 
Stay of Referral ("Notice of Docketing"), dated Sept. 16, 2013.) 

Background 

On March 15, 2001, Petitioner executed a Promissory Note that stated "In return for a 
loan received from [Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and its successors and 
assigns], [Ronnie Ash] promises to pay the principal sum of FOURTEEN THOUSAND, THREE 
HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT AND 96/100 DOLLARS (U.S. $14,338.96) to the order of the 
[Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and its successors and assigns]." Petitioner's 
Letter, dated August 19, 2013, Exh. B. 

Petitioner's alleged debt obligation was transferred to the U.S. Department of Treasury's 
Treasury Offset Program ("TOP"), on June 18, 2013, HUD recovered a TOP offset of $5,358.00 
from Petitioner's federal income tax refund. Petitioner's Letter, dated August 19, 2013, Exh. A. 

Discussion 

The Deficit Reduction Act of 1984, 31 U.S.C. § 3720A, provides federal agencies with 
the remedy of administrative offset of federal payments for the collection of debts owed to the 
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