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I. ]NTRODUCTICII

l. At its 1676th plenary meeting, on 2? September l!68, the GeneraL Asserrbly
included as item 88 of the agenda of its tventy-third sessj.on, and allocated to. the
sixth conmittee, the i.tem entitl-ed "Report of the unlted Natlons conmisslon on
fnternational Trade l'aw on the rvork of ite flrst sesslon".S
2. [he sinth ccromittee considered this item at its ]-o82nd to fo85th meetings,
held frcm 2J Novenber to J December l,!68 and at lts IO96th and lolJth meetings,
held on IJ and 1l+ Decernber J_!68.

t' At the lo82nd meeting, on 2J November Lj68, l4r. Ihnanuel [odjoe Dadzie,
chalrman of the first session of the united Nations commission on rnternatlonal
Trade lav ( WCfffAl) , at the invitation of the Chairman, introduced UNCITRALT s

report on the vork of that se6sion. At the 1o96th meeting, on 1, December f968,
after hearing a statement by the representative of the secretary-General on the
flnancial inprieations, the conftittee decided that in the future the annual- report
of UNC ITFAL shoufd be lntrod.uced to the Generaf Assenbl,y by the Chairman of UNCITFAL.
or by another officer to be designated by h1rr.
l+. At the fo9?th meeting, on 14 )ecenbe r Ij6B, the Fapporteur of the Sixth
ccnm:ittee rai.sed the quegtion vhether the comnittee r,rished to include in its
report to the Generar Assembfy a sunmary of the vlews expressed during the debate
cn agenda item BB. After referrlng to paragraph (f) of the annex to Generaf
AssenbJ-y resorution 2292 (xxrr), the Rappcrteur infonned the ccmmittee of the
flnancia.l lmplicatlons of the question. At the same neeting, the coueittee decided
that, in viev of the nature of the subject-matter, the repcrt on agenda iten BB

shouJ-d lnclude a sumnary of the rellresentatlve trends of opinion and not of the
indlviduat vierrs of all delegations.
5. The report of LtNCrrRAr, on the vork cf its first 6ession, vhich was befo"e the
Sixth Committee, is divided into seven chapters as fo]-lovs:

I. Establishment and terms of refelence of the Ccuilisslon 3

ff. Organization of the first sessionl
flf. General debate;
W, Prograrnme of wcrh of the Ccnrnisslon:

l-l Official Records of !49 ener:al A6senbl-y, rwen!f,.-third sesslon, supprement No. 16- G7?7G1.--
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V. Establlshneat wlthln the Secretariat of a resister of
^}.aanl"al-.i^hc 

ah,l a ?aoJ<+ar 
^f 

+av+<.

VI. Training and assistance in the field of international. trade Lawi and

VII. other decislons and" conclusions of the Ccmmission,

A A+ +L^ i.\.<+L
^ e uuc: N7v !u

introd.uced a draft

II. PROPOSATS

meeting, on f Decenber f)68, the representative of

"esolution 
sponsored by Aryent:Lpa, Cameroon, CE4e,

Ghana

Congo

Pakistan, Rcnrania, SFain, Syria, United Arab Fefubfic. Unlted Kinqdcm, United

(temocratlc Repubric of ), charru., i{u4&ary, rrylta, {@, NqlbglELds, N}gglra,

'lhe General Assemb-Lv,

"Having considered the report of the United Nations Ccmmlsslon on
Intern#Io-i6I-EddE-Tdi ( tuvc rtnal, ) on the vork of 1ts fi"st session, 2/

its resolution 220! (XXI) by r,rhl ch it established IINCfTRAL
otliaa* ord +avhe ^f vafa-! c! L-renee,

"Ig!l!g. the report of the seventh session of the Trade and leve l-opm€ nt
Board concerning the report of LISCITBAI on the vork of its fj.rst
session, N/ and noting further that the noard expressed. its appreciation
fo" the report of UNCITFAL and ccrcmended I.,WCITFAL for its programme of
'work,

"Endorsing the staternent of the Trade and. Developnerrt loataV
emphasizln8 that the needs of developing countries should receive adequate
attentlon in the progranme of work of IINCITFAL and stressing the importance
of co-operatlon betreen L]I\CTAD and Tr'NCITFAL at the intergovernnental and
ca.?a+67i o l larrald

,t .."BearinA 1n roind by nany mer'.bers of the Trade
that tI{C ITFAL should addneveloFment Board at its seventh aession

international shippirg legisl-ation to its list of priority topics, l/
and bearing also in mind the actiriities of other agencies active 1n this
field,

lbid .

Supplement No. I4 (l/7Z:l+), part 2, chapter VfI, paras. L55-J65.

lara. ro) '

and

the vish expressed and.

u
ll
u &f{. r chapter II, pa ra . Jl '
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. 
xNoting nith satisfaction that Lr\.C ITIAL intends to carry out itslrorK rn co-operation r.rith organs anil organizations ccncerned vith theprogressive harrnonizaiion and uniflcation of international trade Iav,ard that such co-operation has al-ready been initiated,
tConvinced that harmonizaticn and unifieataon ol, interrationaltraae l5i]-TFieducing or removing tegat obstacles to the flow ofinternational trade, lrould signlficanily contribu,lje to econcmic

co-operatiorr betreen countries and, therebyr to their xel,I_being,

-"Havieg_ 
con!ldered the report of the Se cretary-General concerningthe financial and adminlstrative impiications of the estabfishment ofa register of organizations and a register of texts in the field ofinternational trade J:au, fil

''1. !g!g" qqle Lri!1L erprgc:Lallon of the report oj UNCfTFA! onther,rorkoffi
"2. Notes vlth anpleval the programne cf vork established by

IIITCITFAI,:

"1 , Authol:izes the Secretary-Generaf to eetabJ.ish a register oforganizati6fri-Ti-iiEbrdance vith divectives r-aid dcvn by !}TC rrF,\L;

- ,, "4: 
, 
Approv-es ln lrincipfg the proposai to establish a registeror rhe rnternational instnments and otheT docr:ments referred io inchapter V of the report of UNCIT,RAL, and requests that I $CITFAL shoufdconsider further at its second session the precise nature and scope of

such. register in the light of the report of the Secretary_General' /and the discusslc,ns at the tventy-third session of the Generat Assllnblyon the Tegisters;

"5, 4u!}refr?gs the Secretary-General to estabfish the registerrefe"red to-InTEElreceding paralraph in accorctance xith the furtherdirectives to be given by LWCITRC! al its second sessicn:

'5. Eeccnmends that LrlilCfTMl shcul-d:

(q) Cohtinue its \.rork on the toplcs to vhich ftNC ITFAL decidedto glve priority, i.e., the internationaf sale of goods, international_
payments and internaticnal cr:mmercial arbitration I

t/
il

(!) Copsider the inclusion of internatlonal shlpping legislation
among the priority toF,lcs in its r,rork pragramme j

A/ u ,o/ !. Dqo and Add .I.
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and assistance in the
^f ra-lerron* rarnr*< r,1:

(q) Keep its programme of xork under constant revieT^r, bearing
in mind tbe interests of all peoples, and particularly those of the
devefopj.ng countries, in the extensive development of international
rt:aoe;

(g) 'onsider at iis second session l.iays and means to promote
co-ordination of the r,rork of organizations active in the progressive
harmonization anil unification cf internationaf trade la.\t ar:d to
errco:lrage co-operation among thern i

(!) consider'
Yearbcok which would
available;

l.rhzr on^v^^?i.+a *ha -ac< ihili+'\/ 
^f 

issrrinI' a

make 1ts nork more widefy knotn and more readily

"7. Rqqqgsts the Se cretary-General to forvard to 1INC ITFAL the
veccrcls of the discussions at the tventv-third session of the Generai

. I UI\ U 1'1'}IAL .

III. DliEAtI]

7. T.he main trends of the Sixth Committeets debate on agenda iterr 88 are

sumrnallzed in the foflor'ring seven sectlons. The first section concerns the

observations vhich r,iere rnacle on the rol,e al:d th€ r,Jo]:k of LTNCIIFA.L in genera]. The

cther si,r seiitions contain c suft.rary of the observat .:ns :eJating mol'e trarticularly
tc the report of tiNC fTML on the ],Jork of its first session and are set out under

thF f ol-Lor"rir g heudings: l rogralrr,e of r.rork of tllClTML " intcrnaticnal shipping

Ie..islation, establ-ishmer,t \rithin the 0ecretariat of a register (,f ' l'ganizations

and a register of texts, training and assistance in the fiel-d of lnternational
trade larr eofraboration with other organizations, and pubficatian of a Yearbock.

A. Tbq_Iqle and the r"rork of I-']{CfTFAL 1n ge4eral

B. Several representatives charactevized UNCITFA! as the 1lrincipla organ

r-sn-.1itl,. "nr ahe rr".r-TA. q;1'A rFvnl.r-Frt .f international trade law and lor theJl'g!,v!r,r!JvvJvrlgPrvSJ!

co-ordination of the unificatory activities cf other goverrmentaL and

non-goverrrrrrental organizations, Some of those representatives expTessed the opinion

that the task of LrNC fTP,AL shcufd nct be merely to encourage and co-o"dinate l'ork
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carried out el-sevhere, but also to undertake vork of its orn in order to reduce
and remove legal obstacles to the flov of international trade. In doing so,
IJIICITPAL shculd ensure the fulf participation of develo])ing countries which, until
nov, had not taken an active part in the developnent and formul-ation of
international- trade fav "

9. Iriany representatives conrnended LINCITFAT for havlng obtained tanglble resufts
during its fiTst session. It raas noted with approval that IJIICITFAL had decided
to take lts decisions as far as possibl-e by consensus. Thle vould pemlt u{crrRAL,
rihose members Itere States 1"ith different social-e concrnic systems, dlfferent leve l-s
of development, and different lega1 systens and. historieal traditione, to base its
I,lork on careful regard lor proposals subnitted and respect for mutual lntelests.
sotne representatives, vhile agreeing lrith the principre of consensus, neverthefess
observed that consensus shoul-d not be ensured at a1l costs as if this were tbe
essential objective of IjNCITRAI,i s discussions, nor should its purpose be nerel_y to
satisfy a diesident ninarity. rn appropriate circrmstances, decislons shoutd be

nade by vote .
f0. A number of representatlves stressed the importance of Gol,errmente dolng their
utmost to support IJ'I{CITFAL in its I"rork, ilter alia, by responding prornptly to
requests for lnformation and ccmflents on toFics on its agenda and by seeing to it
that LltrcrrBAl, remalned foremost a bod.y of experts. The viev vas expressed that
UNCTTFAL shoul-d al-so have invited states other than the nenbers of uNCTTFAL to
subnit studies on certain subjects so as to enabfe it to vork on a sufficientry
broad basis. Accordlng to another viev, owlng to the universal character of
IJIICITFAL I s work, docurnents and- inquiries enanating frorn tiltrClTiAl should be

transmitted to all states, vhether or not they nere Members of the united Nations
or menbers of its epecial-ized agencies.
lL One xepresentatj.ve obser"ved that, 1n efecting the aembers of Tn\-C ITFAL, the
General- Assembly had regrettabl-y negfected to ensure representatlon of the Chinese
legal system,

12. A nulber of representatives expressed agreement r,rith the fact that UNCITBAL

had not felt it necessary, at this stage of ils vork, to l'omul.ate a definition of
lnternational- trade lav and r'7ere of the opinion that IJi{c rrRAL had acted risely in
taking practica] consideyations into acccunt when draving up its programme. It
vas observed, horiever, that it was unfortunate that ltllcrrltAl had been unable to
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agree on a definition of international trade law; ITNCITRAL shoul-d not lfurit its
xork to the consideration onJ-y of questions of private 1av, slnce a Eignlfj.cant
number of the questions of internatlonal trade lav vhich were of cardinal
importance ta alf countries vouLd. then lie outslde its fleld of actlvlty.
L1. Some representatlves stressed the particular importance of LrNCITRAL! s vork
for the developing countri.es. That .ivork should fully reffect the principles
Soverning international trade refationg and trade practices adopted at the first
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. Other representatives, hoxever,
erophasized the ccnmuni.ty of interest vhich both developed. and d.eveloping countrles
had in the work of UNCITXAL and cautioned against introd.uciug into that vork
notlons of a dichotctriy of lnterest dravn from Telated but dlfferent contexts,

B. Proeyarme of work of UltrC ITRAL

1l+. Most representatives ecrnmended UNC ITRAL for its selection of priority topics,
which covered three inportant fieJ-d.s of internatlonal trade law, i,e., the

international safe of goods, j,nternational paynents and. internationa] ccnmerclal
aTbltration. Sone representatives expressed the L'ish that IJNCITRAI naintain a

certain degree of flexibility in its programme of r,7ork, vhlch sbould be revised.

from tine to tine to neet the requirements of the international- conmunity.

15. One representative questioned the choice of internatlonal- conmercial

arbitration as a priorlty topic and deerned. it preferable first to nake a census of
existlng internatlonal instrument s on the subject. It vas also observed that
IINCITRAL coul-d. derive great ad.vantage fron the estab.Iishment of a col-lectlon of
important arbitral avards handed- dovn ln the field of lnternational trade.
f6. The suggestion vas rnade that other ltens shoul-d also be consl-dered by IINCITBAL,

such as the question of the most-favoured-nation clause, the promotion of the

Conventlon on Transit Trade of le.nd-locked States and, as a matter of priority, the

e11m1nat1on of discrimination in fa'ws affecting internationaL trade. Hovevet,

6ome representatives, referring to the political implicatlons vhich the

consideratlon of the questlon of d lscrimination in laws affecting internationa.l-

trade might possibly involve., questioned. the exped iency of suggesting to UNCITRAL

that it should take up that item.
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C, fnternationaL shipping l-eeislal1on

L] . With regard to international shipping legislation, reference vas made to the
reccnnendation made by many rnembers cf the Trade and Develofment Board at its
seventh session to the effect that LTITICITFAL should take the necessary measures to
deal, as a matter of priority, vlth international shipping legislation,V lto"t of
the representativee vho spoke on this subject favoured. an active involvement on the
part of LTNCITRAI and said that they vculd vefcone thc incfusion of shippug
Iegislation anong the priorlty itens. Scne representatives, vhil_e agreeing that
LTTCrrnAI, shoul-d. consider the lar,r of shipping, deemed it nevevthel-ess advisabfe for
lll'ICfrRArr to defer lts vork on that subject until the ccnrnittee on shipping of the
Trade and Development Bcard had considered the scope of international shippi.ng
Iegisfatlon and. made its rec on'nrendations to UNOfTRAL. Other representatives drer.r
attention to the activities of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (l,,t{CTAI) and the Tntergoverrmental lvhritin0e Ccnsul-tative Conmittee
(IVCO) in the natter cf international shipping legisfation and emphasized, in
this connexion, that it lras of increaslng jmportance thaii LNCIT,RAL should. co-ordinate
the various efforts made in this fleld sc as to avoid, as far as possible,
duplication of vork.

D,

rB. Tbere was general recognition of the importance of a reglster of organizations,
containlng a survey of their activities, and a register of internatlonal lnstrunents
in certain fields of international trade faw. The v:iew was expressed that this
'would. pevnit Ir']{crrRAl to keep abreast of the latest deve}opments and coll-ect the
infomation necessary foa its xork. rt vas also stated that such registers vould no
doubt be usefuf to Governments and other organizations. severar representatives,
holever, expressed their hesitaticns in vier.,r of the financial- imprications and were
of the opinion that trlilO ITML shoufd further consider the sco]le of the registeT of
texts at lts second session, taking into account the repcrt of the Secretarv-General

official Secords of the ceneral Assenbl_y, &qnly-thirq Session, Supplenent
;;A/?7-tr,Br.
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on the financial and admlnistrative implications of the regj-stersz and the
observations made thereon durlng the debates in the Sirrth Committee. Scme

representatives r,rere of the opinion that the aim pursued by UI\CITFAL could
perhaps also be achieved by other means, such as by publishing a list of the titfes
and sources of the various i-nstrurnents and d.ccuments, vithout reproducing the texts
thcreof, One representative ent€red a strong protest at the cmi-ssion of Chinese

from the list of official larguages in 'which the registers rere to be published.

ll. Training and aesistance in the field of international trade l-al'

I). lt'€ ny representatives supported II\CITFALT s proposals concerning training ard
assistance in the field of international trade 1av. It vas noted vith approval that
the Advisory Ccrnmittee on the United Natlons ?rogranne of Assistance in the
Teaching., Study, Disseninatlon and l/id.er Appreciation of fnternatioral Iat had

rec'o"rl:erdeJ that an appropriate place shc,uld be given to the activities concerning

internationaf trade faw vithin the frarnevork of the activities cond.ucted under the

ProSramme. It vas suggested that IINCITFAL, at i-ts second sesslon, should glve

cauefu]- consideration to training aRd. assistance in internationaf trade la on the

basis of the report to be sutmitted by the Secretary-General. Some representatives
ulgecl that LI\TC ITRAL shoul-d take suitable steps to increage the opportunitles for
trainirg experts, particularly in the devefoping countries, and to place at the
dlsposal of the lnternationa] ccmmunity the juridiclal- means of stimulating trade.

f. Coll"boration vith ot

20. A nunber of representatlves referred to the problen of the laste of effort and

confusion caused by the existence of competlng agencies in the vork af unification.
It tras stressed, 1n this connexion, that the remedy vould seem to lie in UNCITMLT s

functioning as a r:al-lying-ground for unificatory activities and in the
co-ordlnation and supervlsion by UNC ITFAL of such activitles. Scme repvesentatives
stressed that UNC ITFAL shoufd be the rnain co-ordinating and l-av-naking

international organ in the field of internatlcnaf trade lalv and that it shoufd

naintain close co-cperation irith tbe speciatized agencies and the intergoveumentaf
and non-governnental organizations concerned. Other representatives emphaslzed that
the r,'ork of LTI{CITIiAL shoufd be ccrnplenentary to the efforts that had been made and

9/ a./c.6/L.6]18 and Add.I.
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rn'ere being eade by such organizations and that stimurating vider interest 1n, and
partlcurar work by, existlng instrtutlons ,oas aoong the signlfrcant contribution.
that IJNCITBAL could nake .

G. YeaTbooE

2r, severar representatlves deemed- lt desirabre that uNcrrRAL should issue a
Yearbook slmilar to that of the rnternationar lav conmi.esion. Most representatives,
hovever, egreed that there vas no need for the sixth ccnnittee to take a decision
on the natter at thls time and that it as for'rJNcrrRAr, to detemine the
desirability of such a srep.

ff. VOTING

22' At the 109?th neeting, hefd on rr+ December L96B, it r,ras decided, at the request
of some representatives, to vote separately on paragraphs )+ and 5 of the draft
resolution (A/c.6/L.738/Rev.1 and. Add.t, a and J). paragraph ! vas adopted by
J0 votes to l, wlth I abstentions. paragraph ! vas adopted by 64 votes to 4, rith
15 abstentions. The draft resolution as a vhole vas adopted by Jf votes to none,
r'rith 2 abstentlons. Expranatlons of votes were given by the representatives of
Australla, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Erance, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
the united Klngdom of Great Brltain and Northern rrefand and the united. states of
America.

V. RNCOMMENDATIO]V OF TTIE SUIII COMMITIEE

21 ' [he sixth ccnmlttee therefore reccnmends to the General Assen'bly the adoption
of the fofl-olring draft resol-ution:

Report of the Unlted Nations Connissiqn onTnternatffi
The General- Assembtv.

Having considered the report of the united Nations ccrnnission on rnternationaf
Trade law on the ork of its first ssssiqn.lU

lO/ Official Records of the General Asserubl-y, Twenty-third Session, Supplenentlt;:T-fAnecl-
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Recalling 1te 
"esol-ution 

2205 ()CXI) of 16 Decembey ].966 by vhich it establ-ished
the United NatioDs Ccmmisslon on Jnternational Trade lav and defined. 1ts obiect
and tenxs of reference,

Nqting the report of the seventh session of the Trade and Devel-oprxent Soard
concerning the report of the United Nations Ccmmlssion on fnternatlonal- Trade Larv

on the l^rork of its first "e""ionrlV and noting further that the Board expressed
its appreciation of the Connj,ssionrs report and ccnmended the Comnission for its
'rlTarr?AntrF 

^f 
lt^rL

1r/nn4ersing the statement of the Trade and Deve l-opment Board:-/ emphasizing that
the needs of developlng countries shoufd. receive adequate attentlon in the programme

of fiorh of the United l{ations Ccmmission on Internatlonal Trade Iaw and stressing
the lmportanee of co-operation betveen the Unlted Nations Conference on Trade and

Developrae[t and the Ccrnmission at the inter-governmental and 6ecretarial 1eve]s,

Searlng in mind the w16h €xpressed. by many menbers of the Trade and Development

Board at its seventh session that the United Natlons Conaission on fnterna.tional
Trade law should add internatlonal shj.pping legislatlon to it6 list of priority

'tz /topicsrz/ and bearing also in roind the activlties of other agencies active in
this f1eld,

Nqq!4g l4L@ €atlsfaction that the United Nations Conlnission on International
Trade lalJ lntends to carry out 1ts vork in co-operatlon vith organs and

organl-zations concerned xith the progressive hamonization and unification of
international trade 1aw, and that such co-operatlon has already been inltiated,

Convinced that harnonj,zation and. unlfication of international trade l-aw, 1n

reducing or rem.oving legal obstacles to the ffor of lnternational trade, r,rould

sigrrj.ficantfy contribute to economlc co-operation betgeen countries and, thereby,
to their r,rel-1-being,

Having considereq the report of the Secretary-General concerning the flnancial
and adminlstratlve irnpJ-lcations of the establishment of a register of organizations
and a register of texts in the field of internatj-onal- trade 1rr,!!

A fbid,, Supplenent No. llr (A/Pfl+), part 2, chapter VfI, paras. L55-165.

:!9!9. r Para . .ro) '

&11. , chapter II, para . ll+.
5t
11 /
1l]/
=J

a,/c .6 /L.68 and Add . 1.
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1' Tq4qs note rj.th appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Comnission on fnternational Trade l"aw on the rdork of its first session;

2' Nglslvlth approval- the progranme of vork establj_shed by the United
Nations Ccmmlssion on fnterrlational Trade Iav;

1. Authorlzes the Secretary-General- to establj-sh a register of organizations
in accordance vith directlves laid dorn by the uni.ted Nations ccrnnission on
fnternational Trade le.r,v;

). 
^4. Aplloves in principle the proposal to establ-ish a register of the

international instruaents and other docunrents referred to in chapter v of thc
report of the united Iiiatlons ccnmission on rnternati.onal rrade r,av, and requests
that the Ccnmission shoufd consider further at its second session the precj-se nature
anJ scope of such a register ln the fight of the reFcri, of the secretary-Generalz
and the discussions a'J the tventy-third sessicn <.:f the Generaf Assembly on the
registers;

5. Aullrorizes the Se creta ry-General to establlsh the register referred to in
paragraph 4 ahove in accordance vith the fuather directives to be given by the
United Natlons Ccmmission on fnternatlonal Trade law at its second session:

b. Reccrnmends that the United Nations Corrunission cn fnternational Trade las
should :

/- \\a/ rr.s work cn the topics to rhich it decided to giTe priority,
1.€., tbe internationaL sale of goods., international- palments and internatj-onal
ccmmeycial arbitratlon ;

fh) Considcr f.hF =nclusiOn of j-nternational shinn.inp tppislntion cmorc, the\:/
prlority toplcs in its rork p}'ogramme;

(g) Consider opportunities for training and assistance in the field of
international trade lav in tl.e light of relevant relorts of the Secreta ry -General l

/.\(dJ Keep its programne of vork under constan.L revien, bearlng in mind the
interests of all peoples, and particularly those of the developing countries, in
the extensive detrelclnent of internatlonal trade;

1c) n^hei/lor a+ if,\:/ *, -,s second session vays and means of prcmoting co-ordinatiorr
of'the vork of crganizations active in the progxessive harmonlzaticn and utification
of international trade lav and to encourage co-operation among then;
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(l) Consider, when appropriate, the pcssibility of issuing a Yearbook uhich

voulC nake its vork nore videly knovn and more readily available;

7. Requests the Secretary-Generaf to foruard to the United i{ations Ccrnmissj-on

on fnternationaf Trade law the lecords of the discussions at the tllenty-third
session of the General Assembly on the Ccmmlsslonrs report.




