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I. INCLUSION OF THE ITEM IN THE AGENDA 

1. By a note, dated 20 June 1969,1/ the Secretary-General informed the General 

Assembly that, pursuant rule 13 (d) of the rules of procedure of the General 

Assembly, the International Court of Justice had proposed the inclusion in the 

agenda of the twenty-fourth regular session of the General Asssnbly of an item 

entitled: 

"Amendment to Article 22 of the Statute of the International 
Court of Justice (Seat of the Court) and consequential amendments 
to Articles 23 and 28." 

The Secretary-General's note was accompanied by an explanatory memorandum submitted 

by the International Court of Justice, together with its proposals for the 

amendment to the Statute and the written communication from the Court to the 

Secretary-General made under Article TO of the Statute of the Court. On 

10 July lY69, a draft resolution, submitted by the Court, was circulated as an 

addendum to the Secretary-General's note.!1/ This draft resolution embodied the 

amendments to Articles 22, 23 and 28 of the Statute proposed by the Court. Finally, 

on 14 November 1969, a further addendum to the Secretary-General's note was 

circulated, which contained a letter of T November 1969 from the President of 

1/ A/7591. 

!1/ A/7591/Add.l. 
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the Court, addressed to the Secretary-General, to which was annexed an exchange 

of correspondence bet1<Teen the President and the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of the Netherlands and a further memorandum by the Court.3/ 

2. At its 1758th plenary meeting, on 20 September 1969, the General Assembly 

accepted the recommendations of the General Committee~/ that the foregoing 

item should be included in the agenda of its t',renty-fourth session (item 93) and 

allocated to the Sixth Committee. 

II. PAHTICIPATION OF STATES PARTIES TO T'HE STATUTE OF THE 
INTEHNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE, BUT HOT 11ENBEHS OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS, IN THE rROCEDUHE FOR AMENDING THE STATUTE 

3. By letter dated 23 September 1969,2/ the President of the General Assembly 

informed the President of the Security Council of the inclusion of agenda 

item 93 in the agenda, and drew attention to article 69 of the Statute of the 

International Court of Justice, under ·,,hich the Security Council may rec~mmend 

t·'J the General Assembly provi.sions concerning the ·participati:m of States v;hich 

are parties to the 3tatute but are not ~.1embers 0f the United Naticms in tne 

procedure for effectint; amendrr~en ts to the E3tatute. 

'L By letter dated 23 Oct::Jber 1969?/ the President of the Security Council 

transmitted to the President of the Gener<ll Assembly, Security Coilncil 

resolution 272 (1969) of 23 October 1969, containing the Council's recA,1mendations 

C 1J:lcerning the foreg'Jing provisions. 

5. By a note of .25 liJ.'Jvember 1969,1/ tile Secretary-General d.reh' the attention 

of the General Asserr,bly t0 the exchange of correspcmdence bet0,1een the P:cesidents 

'Jf the Gec.craj_ Asserr\bly and of the Security Council, and ·proposed that t:.J.e 

recommendations 0f the Security C'Juncil i~egarding the participation of States 

parties to the Statute, but not Members of the United Nations) in the procedure 

;j A/7591/Add .2 and Corr .1 (English only). 

':i/ A/noo, paras • 12 and 15. 
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for amending the Statute be considered directly in plenary ;n~eting of the General 

Assembly. In this respect, the Secretary-General proposed for the consideration 

of the General Assembly a draft resolution embodying the recommendations of the 

Security Council.'i/ The General Committee endorsed the Secretary-General's 

proposal that this procedural aspect of agenda i tern 93 be taken up directly in 

plenary.2/ and the General Assembly so r!.ecided, at its 1819th meeting, .:on 

1 December 1969. 

6. At its 1820th plenary meeting, ::m l~ December 1969, the General Assembly 

unanimously adopted the draft resolution proposed by the Secretary-General, and 

embodying the Security C:mncil 1 s recommendations, as its resolution 2520 (XXIV). 

Pursuant to this resolution, at the ll73rd meeting of the Sixth Committee, on 

S December 1969, Hhen agenda item 93 Has taken u·p, the Chairman invited the 

representatives of States parties to '~he Statute, but not Members of the United 

Nations (that is, Liechtenstein, San Marino and SHitzerland) to participate in 

the c::msideration of the i tern. 

III. PROCEEDINGS OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE 

7. At the ll73rd meeting- ::Jf 'the Sixth Committee, on 3 December 1969, ti1e 

Chairman made a statement referring to the exchanges of vieH which had tal<en 

place among delegations c-:mcerning agenda item 93. He said that, fror,l this 

exchange of views, it would appear that there Has a general feeling that, at this 

very late stage of the current session, there was insufficient time to give the 

item the serious consideration and discussion which it required and that the item 

should therefore be postponed until the next session of the General Assembly. The 

Chairman suggested that; the Sixth Committee recommend to the General Assembly 

that it decide to postpone consideration -of agenda item 93 and that it reauest 

the Secretary-General to include the item in tl1e pr:>visional agenda of cl1e 

twenty-fifth regular session. The Sixth Committee adopted this suggestion 

without objection. 

§_/ ~·, annex III. 
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IV. RECOMMENDATION OF THE SIXTH COMMITrEE 

'3. The Sixth Committee therefore recommends t::> the General Assembly the 

adoption of the following decision: 

"The General Assembly decides to postpone consideration of agenda 
item 93 and requests the Secretary-General to include the item in the 
provisional agenda of the twenty-fifth regular session." 




