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1. In its resolution 42/189 A of 11 December 1987, entitled "Implementation of
the Plan to Combat DesertificBtion", the General Assembly requested the GovernJng
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) lo report to it at its
forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social Council, on the progress
achieved in implementing the mebsures approved by the Governing Council to enhance
the work of the Inter ..Agency Working Gro~p on Desertification and on the progress
made in the implementation of the Plan of Action.

2. In its resolution 42/189 B of the same date, the Assembly requested the
Governing Council of UNEP to report to it at its forty-fourth session, through the
Economic and Social Council, on progress mad~ in the implementation of the Plan of
Action in the Sudano-Sahelian ~,gion.

3. In its resolution 42/189 C, on the subject of financing and other measures in
support of the Plan of Action, the General Assembly requested the Executive Director
of UNEP to examine ways and means of enhancing the effi~i3ncy of the ConsultBtive
Group for Desertification Control. It also requested the Secretary-General to keep
under revitiw actions at the national and regional levels and issues pertaining to
the financing of the PlA~ of Action.

• A/44!50/Rev.l.

89-17853 l190d (E)

-----------

/ ...



A/44/351
E/1989/122
English
Page 2

4. Finally, in its resolution 42/189 C, the General Assembly requested thA
Secretary-General to report to it at its forty-fourth session, through ti\o Economic
and Social Council, on the implementation of resolutions 421189 A, Band C. Thp
annexed report of the Governing Counci 1 of UNEP is submitted pursuant. to thf! ahovo
requests.
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ANNEX

Report of the G~verning Council of the United Nations Environmtnt
Programms* on the S~ecial Account to finance th, implementation
of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertificatign and aaditignal
meas~rel ana means fgr financing the Plan of Actign, WAyS ana
mean, gf e»h~ing the efficiency of the Consultative Grgyp for
~~tificatign Cgntrol, measyres to enhance the wgrk gf the
Inter-Agency Working Grgup gn Desertificatign, implementatign gf
the Pla~Actigb tg Cgmbat Desertificatign, ana implementatign
~the Plan of Actign in the Suaano-Sahelian regign, 1987-1988
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I. INTRODUCTION

1. Desertification remains a mAjor environmental problem and ccntinues to
spread. Achievements in containing it have been limited whnn Ret against its
mognitude. Although awareness of the gravity of d9sertification and organizational
efforts to deal with it have increased significanLly since the General Assembly
adopted the Plan of Action to Combat Desertificaticn 1/ in 1977, the phenomenon is
more widespread today than it was a decade ago. Major obstacles to desertification
cc~trol persist. These include the low priority given to anti-desertification
projects, a general inadequacy of resources devoted to such projects, and a dearth
of ~conomically feasible and socially acceptable approaches to land degradation
problems.

2. At its thirteenth session, in 1985, the Govar.ling Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) adopted decision 13/30, .V a major initiative
on the implementation of the Plan of Action, one provision of which sets out the
Council's approval oC measures to enhance the work of the Inter-Agency Working
(jroup on Desertification. At its fourteenth seSSlon, in 1987, the Council adopted
its four-part decision 14/15 .31 on desertification, 1n which, .i.n.t._~,L.,f1.U.i;\, it
requested the Executive Director to evaluate, the UNEP programme in this field,
including the functioning oC the Consultative Group for Desertification Control and
the Special Account to finance the implementation of the Plan of Action. The
Council urged UNEP to mobilize more funds through United Nations organizations and
otheI' funding agencier. and to work more closely wit.h Government in planning
strategies and specific plans and projects to combat desertification. The
Executive Director was also requested to discuss with Governments thp. fensibility
of adopting a new approach that would encourage them and international financing
institutions to contribute directly or indirectly to the Spe~ial Account.

3. At its forty-second session, in 1987, the General Assembly adopted resolution
42/189 of 11 December 1987 on the Plan of Action, which close~y reflects the
concerns of the Governing Council and in which the Assembly requested the Council
to report to it at its forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social
Council, on a variety of desertlf'cation issues. The pr&sent report reviews the
work of the Executive Director in theRe areas, as well as t~e implementation of the
Plan of Action world wide and in the Sudano-Sahelian region in partiCUlar.

11. SPECIAL ACCOUNT FOR DESERTIF1CATION CONTROL AND ADDITIONAL
MEASURES AND MEANS FOR FINANCING THE PLAN OF ACTION

4. The Special Account to finance the implementation of the Plan ol Action was
~et up under General Assembly resolution 32/112 of 19 December 1977 to help
mohilize additional resources for implementation of the Plan of Action. As at
31 December 1988, a otal of $166,886 had been paid into the Accou - ~ by the
Governments of Austr,llia, Chile, Mexico, Panama, Sierra Leop') and t.he Slleli'm. With
interest added to the collections, the Account currently stands at $245,157.

I . ..
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5. In response to the Executive Director's rt!port (UNEP/GC,l4/15), in which tw
suggested that recipient GoverrunentG establish national accountH f0r
c1esertification control, the Govern.ing Council, in its decision 14/15, roqueBtnr!
him to discuss with Goverrunents the feasibility of adopting thiG now nod rCillbtic
approach. The General Assembly, in it~ resolution 42/189 C, took noto (lr this
request. The new approach, as agreed upon by the UNEP Governing Council, would
ent~il the following measures:

la) Countries with national plans of action to combat desertification would
establish national accounts in which all efforts undertaken by the Government,
local communitieli and national non-governmental organizations Cor financin9 the
implementation of allti-desertification Activities, preferably within the framework
of a national strategy, ~rogramme or plan for desertification control, would be
recorded;

(b) The national account would act as a stimulus for investment by bilaterRl
ond multilateral donors;

(c) The Special Account would monitor resource flows to the desortification
control activities as recorded by national accounts and would provide furth~r

support to national and regional programmes.

ft. In July 1988, the Executive Director convened a high-level consultation in
Geneva with representatives of the Governments of donor countries and affected
re(~ipient countries, as well as oC various bodies or the United Nations system, to
discuss, inter al.1...a, the Special Account and the general question of means for
rinancing the implementation of the Plan of Action. The participants favoured the
proposals outlined in the new approach. However, at the time the document was
prepared, no replies had been received !rom any of the countries affected by
desertification or from major donors to the Executive Director's l~tter of
30 August 1988 asking for their views on the new approach.

B. AdditiQnal measures and !U~ns for~-t.hLfl.a.ILQ.L_A.c.tJQJ1

7. In 1979, 198C and 1981, three groups of high-level specialists in the
international financing of projects present~d to the General Assembly a r.eries of
studies on measures and means for financing the implementation of the PIRn of
Action, in which they prorQsed a detailed feasibility study on the establishment of
an international corporation for financing anti-desertification projects and a
variety of new means to finance world programmes in addition to regular budgets and
conventional extrabudgetary resources (see A/35/396). The Geneva consultation or
July 1988 made the following comments on these proposals:

(a)

either as
financing
technical

An international public corporation was feasible; it ~ould be eAtAblished
a new organization or as a new window or special operdtion of an existing
organization. An international ~eeting could be held to discuss the
aspects of establishing such a new mechanisml

/ ...
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(b) The various suggestions for new means of funding, including generalized
trade taxes, were considered technically sound. Some participants, however, felt
that they were not politically feasible. Others felt that they deserved serious
consideration.

C. Conclusions

8. In view of the above, the Executive Director believes that the time has come
to consider the following options for financing the implementation of the Plan of
Action world wide, in addition to national resources and available international
assistance:

(a) To perceive the Special Account as a mechanism for k~2ping records of
national special accounts for desertification control and for monitoring the flow
of resources to support anti-desertification programmes;

(b) To decide on the desirability of establishing an international public
corporation for providing additional fi'.ancial assistance for the implementation of
the Plan of Action. This corporation w~uld provide for blending hard reS01lrces
(commercial loans) with soft resources (aid tunds); it could be established as
(i) an independent (new) mechanism or (ii) a new window or a special operation of
an existing international financing organization.

Ill. WAYS AND MEANS OF ENHANCING THE EFFICIENCY OF THE
CONSULTATIVE GROUP FOR DESERTIFICATION CONTROL

9. In paragraph 5 of its resolution 42/189 C, the General Assembly requested the
Executive Director to examine, in the context of the evaluation called for in
Governing Council decision 14/15 C, ways and means of enhancing the efficiency of
the Consultative Group for Desertification Control in pursuance of its mandate.
That mandate, set out in General Assembly resolutions 32/172 of 19 December 1977
and 33/89 of 15 December 1978, outlines three primary functions for the
Consultative Group: (a) to assist the Executive Director in mobilizing resources
for the activities within the frcmework of implementing the Plan of Action; (r) to
exchange information on the anti-desertification policies ann programmes of its
participants; and (c) to advise the Executive Director on re~ated matters,
including identifying constraints, possible solutions to problems, and measures
required to improve the implementation of. the Plan of Action regionally and world
wide.

10. The capacity of the Consultative Group to secure financial resources for
projects presented to it has been inadequate to the needs of the Plan of Action.
Over the eight-year period from 1978 to 1985, a total of 74 projects was submitted
to the Group, of which only 29 have been implemented either in part or in their
entirety. Total funding amounted to $47.3 million, as compared with estimates of a
total cost of $540.6 million for all 74 projects.

I . ..
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11. In an effort to imp~ove its functioning, the Consultative Group, at its sixth
session, held at Geneva in March 1986, set up an ad hoc working group composed of
representatives of donor and recipient countries (Chile, the Federal Republic of
Germany, Kuwait, Swaziland and Switzerland), and several bodi~s of the United
Nations system (the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and UNEP) to
review the experienc.~ of the Consultative Group critically and to propose specific
ways and means for irrproving and strengthening it. In its report (DESCON 6/15),
issued in February 1988, the working group recommended, inter alia, that the
Consultative Group should assist desertification-affected developing countries to
develop and establish comprehensive national anti-desertification plans, within
which specific activities for intervention could be identified, developed and
implemented with the assistance of the international community. The working group
also suggested exploring means to involve FAO and UNEP in a joint technical
secretariat of the Consultative Group and to develop a core group of limited
conSUltative group membership, including the World Bank, UNDP and donor
institutions.

12. As indicated in paragraph 6 above, the Executive Director convened a
high-level consultation at Geneva in July 1988, whose agenda included the review
and recommendations of ways and means to enhance the work of the Consultative
Group. Participants in the Geneva consultation recognized the need for structural
and functional changes in the mechanism of the Consultative Group and favoured the
main thrust of the proposals of the ad hoc working group. It considered the
formulation of national plans of action to combat desertification, conceived as
integral parts of the national plans for development, a prerequisite to funding
desertification control programmes with resources allocated to overall national
economic development. The consultation also saw some value in organizing
country-level round tables (mini-consultative groups), which could be held
separately in each country as pledging meetings with traditional donors Eor the
support of national plans for combating desertification. Alternatively, st.ch donor
meetings couli be organized as sections of the special round tables of such
organizations as UNDP and the World Bank in support of national development plans.

13. The Executive Director convened a special session of the Consultative Group at
Geneva on 21 and 22 November 1988, attended by representatives of 11 Governments,
seVEn United Nations organizations and two intergovernmental organizations, for
further consultations (see DESCON/SS.1/1). The participants discussed the need to
restructure and revitalize the Consultative Group 50 that it might carry out its
mandat~. They agreed with the working group's recommendation that the Consultative
Group assist affected countries in the preparation of national plans to combat
desertification, as well as with the Geneva consultation's recommendation on the
use of round-table meetings to seek financing for such plans from bilateral and
multilateral organizations. Three of the four delegations from developed countries
e;~pressed the view that a number of other mechanisms such as the Intergovernmental
Authority for Drought and Development (IGADD), the Permanent Inter-State Committee
for Drought ContLol in the Sahel (CILSS), the Southern African Development
Co-ordination Conference (SADCC) and the Ministerial Conference on
desertification (COMIDES), which have emerged through international, regional and
subregional arrangements for the purpose of resource mobilization, exchange of,

/ ...
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information and facilitating co-ordination, had. in effect, assumed functions of
the Consultativo Group. TI.ey therefore stated that any attempt to restructure and
reorient the mechanism of the Consultative Group to improve its functioning was
unlikely to succeed, and consequently, that the Consultative Group as a world-wide
mechanism should be discontinued. They nevertheless considered that a mechanism
such as a technical advisory body would be needed to co-ordinate the activities of
the international community in desertification control at the regional and national
lQvels through such bodies as IGAAD, SADCC or CILSS. However, one delegation of a
~o~eloped country and almost all those from developing countries disagreed with the
relommendation to discontinue the Consultative Group, maintaining that the global
dimension of desertification required a world-wide body like the existing mechanism.

14. The Consultative Group remains the only available world-wide mecha~ism for
assisting in the mobilizatio~ of resources to support the implementation of the
Plan of Action. The discussions suggest the following alternatives.

(a) That ssssions of the Consultative Group be held every two or three years
to receive reports on national programmes including round-table meetings (at the
national level), to consider advising and assisting in raising residual funding to
support national and regional programmes, to review the status and exchange of
information in the implementation of the Plan of Action, and to advise on further
action~ for combating desertification, or .

(b) That the Consultative Group be abolished.

IV. MEASURES TO ENHANCE THE WORK OF THE INTER-AGENCY
WORKING GROUP ON DESERTIFICATION

15. In paragraph 5 of its resolution 42/189 A, the General Assembly requested the
Governing Council to report to it at its forty-fourth session, through the Economic
and Social Council, on the progress achieved in implementing the measures approved
by the Council in its decision 13/30 A with a view to enhancing the work of the
Inter-h~ency Working Group on Desertification. The measures identified by the
Inter-Agency Working Group on Desertification in 1984, subsequently endorsed by the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC) in its report to the Governing
Council (see UNEP/GC.13/5, paras. 20-21) and approved by the Governing Council,
included the following actions.

(a) Reduction of the frequency of regular meetings of the Group to one per
year, the se~ond meeting being replaced by a meeting for thematic joint programming
on specific topics within the Plan of Actionl

(b) Possible discussion of the implementation of the Plan of Action by the
go~ ~ding bodies of the members of the Inter-Agency Working Group and its
subsequent inclusion as an identifiable item in their approved programmes;

(c) Co-operation with the United Nations regional commissions through
effective use of the regional commissions' environmental co-ordination units, and
their joint divisions wit~ rAO for agriculture I

I • ••
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(d) Provision of annual written raports by members of the Uroup on t1wir
current and planned activities to racilitate th~ Group's review l"r tilt.! Unitetl
Nations system ~ontribution to the implementation of the Plan of ~ctiG:);

(e) Substantial increa~A in the financial r~~uurces allocated by UNEP and the
other organizations of the United Nations system fnr prom"ting the Activities (If
the Groupl

(f) Designation by each member of one or more representatives in the Group
who would also serve as a focal point or points on desertification mntters.

In additio~, by its decision 13/30 A, the Governing Council requeste~ the Executive
Director to take appropriate action to invite international organIzations outside
the United Nations system to participate in meetings of the WorkJng Group where
discussion would benef!t from tr~ir presence.

16. At the request of the Executive Director, most members of thA Inter-Agen~y

Working Group have design~ted representatives who act as focal poinLs on
desertif!cation matters and w).o represent their respective bodies regularly Ht the
meetingq v~ the Working Group. The meetings of the Working Group during the pe".Jd
1985-1U9 k ~e~e attended by representatives of the Department of ~echnical

Co-operation for Development of the United Nations Secretariat, the Economic:
Commission for Africa (ECA), the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), FAO, the Int~~national Labour Organisation (ILO), the InternatiollBl Fund
for Agricultural Da" __ Jpment (IFAD), th~ Office of the United Nations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO), UNDP/Unit~~ Nations Sudano-Sahelian orrice (UNSO),
UNEP, the United Natiohd Educational, Scientific and Cultural Org~nitation

(UNESCO), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the World
Meteorological Organ; '":&t ion (WMO), t.he World Food ProgrMlme (WFP) and the War 1(1
Sank. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), while
unable to send a representative to any of the regular meetings during the period
under review, none the less fUlly p~rcicipated in the training an6 networking
activities. The Executive Director also invited several international bodie~ and
intArgovernmental organizations to participate in the activities of the
Inter-Agency Working Group. In response, the Arab Centre for the Study c! Arid
Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), the Internbtional Union for Conservation of Nature nnd
Natural Resources (IUCN), the International Institute for Enviror~enl and
Development (lIED), and SADCC attended the M_.h.Q.t thematic joint programming
meeting~ of the Working Group and participated in the reSUlting training 8n(1
~6search activities.

17. The ~Q..k meetings intt'vduced to replace the former second 1 p.gular f:lllnUill
meeting of the Working Group have proved eff\,. tive. At the three QJl.ho_~ mep.tings
held during the period 1985-1988, the Group identified major gaps in ongoing
trainbg programmes and agreed on subject areas in which training should be
provided, ~ction to involve international inFtitutions in the training effort and
the target groups for the training. The Group also discussed extensively the
concept, structure and functions of regional networks and recommended actions to be
taken in establishing such networks for regional inotitutions engaged in l'esoarch
and training, afforestation and s~nd dune stabilization. As a result of ther,~

I . ..
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diucuuuions, the members oC the Working Group achieved satisfactory progreGs in the
fAgionol networking doscribed in par~graph ~8 below. Furthermore, during the
pAl i,"1 19R!"J-1988, over 6,200 trainees (1,175 technicians plus individuals Crom
vi LlngflR and grass-roots organizntions) participated in training programmeR run by
(lruup membors in such subjects as planning for development in drylands, mbnagement
nnrl RHRAsnment of desflrtiCication, land use planning in drylandR and pUblic
illform8tion in de~ertification control. This has been a s~tisfactory achievement,
('onsidering that it co~stitutes almost a doubling of the target proposed by the
EXElcutive Director in his report (UNEP/GC.12/9) and approved by the Governing
('lJuncil in its decision 12110, l.e., the tredning of 600 technicians from
~evuloping countries affected by desertification during the period 1985-1987. It
iH HgHinst this background that Ace in its report to the Gove!ning Council
(!JNP.P/C,CSS.I/5, para. 27), comme"ting on the outputs of the Cld.ll·lc meetings of tho
WOl kinq Group, I:vted with satisfaction the progress made b}' members of the
I11tAl -Agency Working Group townrdu development of regional networks and considered
t:hi.\t t.his networking approach represented an effective means of implementing the
PIn\) (If Act..i.nn.

Ill. The successful launching of the Regional Network of Research and Training
Crwt.r(!/l on Desert! Hcat.ioll Cont.rol in 1\sia and the Pad fic was spearheded by ESCAP
ill (·o·.nppr",tion with UNDP, UNEP, VNESCO, WMO, the USSR Commission for UNEP
(1INI~I'C()M) nnd the International louncil of Women (ICW) .. ESCWA, through it~ joint
rliviHilln with FAO for agriculture, has co-operatad with UNEP in providing technical
n:;:: i fit.nnce to t.hp. Governments of Jorda,' and Yemen for the preparation of draft
IInl' illlli'll plnns of Action to combat desertific£ltion. Further co-operation ',dth
r-:SCWA i:; 8nvisaqed (or tt·ansladllg the 6ction J:llans into c.oncrete proj"!cts fur
irnpJ.p.mollti.'\tioll within the (rMlework of thE'se n;,tional dt='-,'J1..opm.3nt plans.

Ill. During the period 1985-1988, the Inter-Agency \,l."lrldnc; C' 'JUp held four regular
1111"('1" i IIgs to rfwiew iSI':\l85 of co··ordinat.ion in ,~~ impl eme'l\:;_dc. n of t.he Plan or
Af't.ion. The cli scussions have been signiC i c<\ntly enhancl:ld by continui ty or
reprpyentation on the part of most members of the Group. The Working Group adopted
q\llctelines for reporting on its members' activicies to ensure that such reportR
('(lIlt.i:1in r.yntheses of information on desertification control activities ancl that the
sy:;tnm-·widp. medilUTl-t.erm plAn on the enVIronment is used as A common denominnt.or for
ill I mf'mbp.t·s' contributions to the implementation ·)f the Plan of Action. This has
1".1l: i 1 i I ill eel computor1zil1f,j the mernbet·s' activities into t.he United Natiollt; PIU iect
('I Il1lpOIIlH lUll 011 Desert i [1cotiun Control and Dryland Development, which i [; now one of
I Itl' tJNfo ll rl.,t.il h'I!;f>~.

(~(). "1 t IlllUqh \.~H! rnembf!l"I; uf thf! Group have rp-port.ed on activi tif!s ll11dert.i.\kf!ll III
imp 1f'11\f'1lt. the I'LCln o[ . ·:t10n, thp. respect.ive governing bodies hi'we yt"t. to disc"[~~;

1.111' 1'1.111 uf Act.ion as ~uch. Wh.i.le desertification control act.i.v1ties rile illc:luded
ill Uwir rAspect.ive pro9rrunmes wit.hin the frnmework of the..lr mnll.1al.es, cn-lJ\:,el'ntion
iUlllll\Y I he members of the (;roup il1 COllcrete joint field project.H would he enhanced
i I thp 1'1nn of Act.ion it.self wen~ more ('learly ref lect.p.d in thofie progrruTllnp.s.
M(lreOVar, direct financial allocations to the Plan of Action by the members of ~he

ll\\.(n Agency Working Grollp are limited by vt-her priorities Ret. out by their
gllvorning bodies, as well as by the general financial constraints that currently
ilfll'ct. t.he United Ni-\tiollS I"ystem as a whole.

/ ...



---------------_.................--..--_-_._-~

1\144/351
E/1989/122
Engli ah
Pa.;lft 12

21. The participation u~ organizations outside the United Nations system has
benelited the work of the Inter-Agency Working Group by the identification oC other
contrihutions to the implementation of the Plan of Action. Thiy has clarified and
reinforced the complementarity of the activities of the United Nations system on
the one hand and, on the other, those of other international organizations and
lIun~goverMl.ntal or'iJanizatlolls. This complementarity could be strengthened further
by greater support of tho•• non-governmental or'iJanizationa which have become
incrdasingly involved in de.ertification control activities. For examplw, the
networking of such non~governmental organization. with regional and international
institutions in"olved in researc!! and trainin'iJ could provide cost-effective
modalities for training and the dissemination of in!ormation in such key areas ftR

afforestation. Such networkin'iJ could be particularly effective in regionAl
eontexts, partlcularly becau.e the transnational nkture of the desertiCicAtion
pl'oblem calls for regional programmes.

22. Overall, the Inter-agency Working Group on Desertification has (r) developed
its operations satisfactorily in accordance with the measures approved by the
Governing Council at its thirteenth session and (b) clarified its role as 8

mechanism for enluring th~t activities related to arid lan~s and desertification
Het forth in the system-wide mediwn-term plan on the env.1ronment ant include~.l

wi thin the programme. of its member organizations. Nevertheless, all thE! members
uf: the Inter-A.gency Working Group need to intensify their e[forts to improve t.h"
functioning of the Gr IUp. Therefore, the Group might be requested to implement the
following measurest

(8) To includo in the agenda or its regular meetings reporting on the
activities of its menlbers relevant to the implementation of the Plan or: Action,
review of activities of other structures concerned with irlplementation o[ the Plnn
of Action, e.g. the Consultative Group on oesertification, the Specia.l Account, Bnd
regional bodies such as CILSS, COMIDES, IGADD and SADCC. In this way, the Group
could truly review the overall status of the implementation of the Plan or Action1

(b) To institute its Aa hoc meetings as a permanent feature and to devote All
such meetings to thematic joint programming1

(c) To undertake joint inter-agency ~ction to mobilize technical ann
fillRncial resources to assiat national activities for the developme~t And
implementation of national plans and programmes to combat desertHicatiull;

(cl) To collaborate with the Inter-Agenc~ Working Group or the Africnn
MiniBt~rlal Conference on the Environment, with special reCerel1ce t.o thp, work o[
the African Deserts and Arid Lands Committee.

V. IMPLEMENTATION or THE PLAN or A.CTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICA.TION

23. In paragraph 6 of its resolution 42,/189 A, the General Assembly requested the
(;c>verning Council to report to it at. its forty-fourth session, t.hrough the Economic
and Social Council, on the progress made in the imple~entation oC the Plan of
Action.

.I • ••
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24. Several of the obstacles to desertification control, notably the low priority
accorded to anti-deserti~~cationprojects, the general inadequacy of resources
allocated directly to such projects and the dearth of economically anG socially
acceptable approaches for addressing lan1 degradation projects at the grals-roots
level, h~v. been mentioned in the introduction to the present report. In addition,
as indicated above, in view of the transnational nature of dcsertification, there
is also D need for programmes at the regional leve'· The present section is
devoted to these problems and other severe impediments which arise largely from
milconceptions or ina6~quate conceptions of desertification control, al well as to
efforts to resolve them.

25. As the Executive Oirector stated in his annual report for 1987, (chap. Ill,
para. 264), the factors contributing to desertification, in particular
over-exploitation and mismanagement of the natural resource base, continue
virtually unabated. Dealing with such factors calls for a shift from the
development models of tr~ditional economists to those based on the concept of
sustainable d~velopment. This, in turn, lead. to conceiving de.ertification
control as an integral part of national development.

26. In most affected countries, efforts to combat {esertification continue to be
isolated in sectoral projects whosb impact is s· verely reduced by th~ lack of a
clearly define~ framuwork for des~rtification control that is effectively
integrated into national development plans. Nation~l institutions for dealing with
de!ertification are weak because of the inadequaey of resources mentioned above and
because the sectoral nature of government structures makes co-ordination difficult.

27. Given this background, UNEP made a concerted effort during the periOd
1987-1988 to engage donors and the Governments of countries affected by
desartification in a dialogue to search for effective institutional mechanisms for
integrating desertification control programmes into oV6rall national development
plans and priorities. In view of the importance of appropriate technologies for
desertification control, UNEP has also initiated action, in accordance with the
request of ACC (see UNEP/GC.l5/8/Add.3), for the development and assessment of
simple technologies for application in the regions prone to desertification. In
addition, UNEP has assisted in the identification and development of methodologies
for assessing and mapping the status of desertification - its extent, ra~e and
risk - as knOWledge of all these parameters is essential to effectlve planning for
desertificBtion control. Other activities as well have been launched or continued
in regional networking, 5ubregional projects and the development of a global data
base.

28. By its decision 14/15 C, the Governing Council requested the Executive
Director to evaluate the content/ relevance and feasibility of integratinq p\ens of
action to combat ~esertification into national development plans. Accordingl1',
UNEP haY pursued discussions with the Governments that have national plans for

/ ...
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de.ertlfication Qontrol or are in the prooe•• of formulating .uch plana, with a
view to a•• i.ting them to integrate the.e plana into national ~evelopment plana an~

to finance them within the framework of reaource. allocat~d to economic
development. Through a joint ESCWA/FAO/UNE~ effort in November 1~87, preparatory
technical alliatance waa provided to the Governm.nt of Yemen to prepare a draft
national plan for combating ~el.rtification. Th~ Government of Argentina r.quelted
and rec.ived from UNEP the aaailtance of conlultant. for preparing a draft national
plan of action to combat de.ertification which wal pre.~nted at a national meeting
of expert. held in September 1Q88. Di.cu•• iona have al.o been held with the
Government of Paki.lan concerning a•• iltance to the Sind Arid Zone Development
Authority of the ~overnment of Sind Province in preparing a programme for
de.ertifica~ion control in the Province, the exi.ting .pecial ~evelopm.nt programme
fur the Sind Arid ~one wa. con.idere~ a good framework fnr ~e.ertification control
projectl, inclUding training activities.

2g. UNEP hel~ c~n.ultation. with the Government. of Mali, Mauritania, the Su~an

.n~ the Syrian Ara!~ Republic. All prepared national development plan. and agreed
that further action••~ould integrate their plan. for combating de.ertification
with the national development plan.. The Government of Mauritania advance~ along
the.e lin.a in the preparation of itl ma.ter Plan to combat ~eaertification with
the aaliltance of UNSO (on behalf of UNEP) in clo.e collaboration with FAO, UNDP,
the World Bank and bilateral ~onors. A ~onor.' round table is ache~ule~ to take
place in Mauritania in May 1980. The Government. of Mali, the Su~an an~ Yemen are
expecte~ to be ready to prelent national programme. to donorl' me.tingl during
19S9. Thil approach to integrating ~llertification control programme. and
financing them within the framework of re.ource. alloca~ed to locial and economic
development was .upporte~ at the conlultation. held by the Executive Director at
Geneva in July 1088 with high-level officials and experts from t.he ~evelope~ and
the ~eve1oping countrie••

30. Also in ita decision 14/15 C, the Governing Council recommended that national
plans of action and the proce•• of their implementation .hould be
qra••root.-oriented for ea.iar integration into national economic .y.tems. During
10S7-1088, the UNEP De.ertification Control Programme Activity Centre ~I.i.ted a
number of African countries in formulating pilot project. for the rehabilitation of
villages and the sustainable development of atock-railing lone. in .emi-arid are••
within the framework of the Cairo Programme for African Co-operation. The.e
project. are intended to fo.ter gra•• -roota participation, .elf-he1p and
.elf-relianc~. The Government. of DjiDouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya,
Mali, Mauritania, Senegal, the Sudan, the United Republic of Tanlania, Ugan~a,

Zaire, ~_nbia an~ Zimbabwe have de.ignate~ village. an~ lemi-arid atock railing
lone. en~ have earmarked indicative planning figure. and/or other voluntary
contributions for their development. UN1P re.pon~ed to requesta from the
Government. of the.e countri•• for alliatanc. in preparing the projects. Fun1ing
al.i.tance wa. provid.d by the Norw.gian Agency tor International Development
(NORAD), through the UNEP clearing-hou.e mechanism, for preparation of the pilot
project. in Uganda an~ the Su~a... The USSR Commi'lion for UNEP (UNIPCOM) provl~.d

technical a'liltanoe for the pr.paration of two pilot village projectl in Mali.
Several other countrlel have pr.pared th.ir own proj.ct propolall.

/ ...
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31. The donors' meeting held at Nairobi in March 1988 provided a forum for
discussion between donors and Governments on possible donor support for specific
pilot projects presented by the Governments at tt meeting. Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, the European Community, Finland, France, the Federal RepUblic of Germany,
Italy, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland were represented at the meeting. In general, most donors
indicated that they would consider providing support through the normal chonnels of
bilateral co-operation or through multilateral arrangements. The implementation of
pilot village projects hal begun in Senegal and Uganda with funding assistance from
UNEP and in Ghana and Zaire with funding from UNOP.

2. ~~Rt~Dt. t.chnologi.s

32. An asaesam.nt of development aid directed to the Sahel during th. paat decade
indicated the need for technologies adaptable to traditional communities. For
instance, UNEP, in collaboration with a French industrial firm, has devised and
built a prototype of an efficient an.mal-driven pump. After the pump was te.ted in
a workshop in France, a project was established in 19S7 in a Malian village for
field tests. Mali was selected for these field tests because it represented
conditions typical of the central part of the Sahel and because of the
contributions and commitments from government institutions and from the lQcal
peopl.. The prototype is being developed and disseminated through the Caito
Programme and through UNDP projects in Senegal, Mali and th. Sudan for use in
small-scale irrigation of pasture land to reduce grazing pressures on rangelands
and modify the shifting character of tr. ~itional agriculture in these areas.

33. Other examples concern problems of restoring soll fertility, improving the
water storage capacity of soils, and managing Sahelian soils that are poor in
phosphorous, calcium and nitrogen. Phosphate ores found in some of the countries
of the Sahel may potentially relieve some of the deficiencies. UNE~ has therefore
taken the initiative of assisting countries in the production and use of low-cost
locally produced soil ameliorants. A U~EP-funded study was initiated during 1988
in the Sudan and Uganda with a view to identifying local sources of minerals and
assessing their usability as low-cost ameliorants and fertilizers. The outcome of
the studies will be used as a basls for formUlating pilot projects for the
production of these materials for trials in the countries concerned within the
framework of the pilot villages projects under the Cairo Programme.

34. At the request of the Government of Uganda, UNEP undertook a study in 1988 on
the production of low-cost stabilized soil bricks and roofing tiles. This simple
to~hnolo~y for producing stabilized soil/lime brick can considerably reduce the
derol~station due to the traditional production of fire-baked clay bricr-s. This
technology is now used by ILO in a UNEP-fundcd Cairo Programme pilot project for
threo villages in Uganda, and in a UNDP-funded rehabilitation project as well.

I •••
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B. R.gional n.twork. and IUbr.gional agtion,

35. In accordanc. with Gov.rning Council d.ci.ion 12/10, UNEP, tog.th.r with itl
partn.rl in the Int.r-Ag.ncy Working Group on D'I.rtiflcation during the p.rlod
1985-1988, hal co-ordinat.d a numb.r of r.giona1 n.tworkl of in.titutionl for
tr.ining .nd r••••rch programm•• of land dun. Itabi1ilation and affor"t.tion and
non-g~v.rnm.nta1 org.nil.tionl (NGOI) in Afrlc., A.l. and Latin Am.rica. FAO
co-ordinat.d land dun. fixation .nd affor••tation n.twork. in the Midd1. Ealt and
North Africa, in the Sah.lian .nd North Sudan.an 10n.1 of ~frica, and in L.tln
Am.rlca and the Caribb••n. Th••• n.tworks carry out k.y activitl.1 r.l.t.d to
d•••rtification control, including trainIng, information .xchang. and
dil••mination, all.llm.nt and mappIng, .nd inltltution building. Th. R.glona1
N.twork of R.I.arch and Training C.ntr'l on D'I.rtification Control in Ali. and the
Pacific wa••It.blilh.d by ESCAP, UNDP, UNESCO, and UNEP, with a m.mb.r.hip of
17 Gov.rnm.ntl and int.rnational or9anilation. in that r.gion. It ha. impl.m.nted,
in co-op.ration with UNEPCOM, a training programme fund.d by UNEP and ESCAP. Th.
R.gional N.twork'. two-~.ar (1989-1990) work programme includ•• the pr.par.tion of
a d•••rtification map of Alia with the lupport of ESCAP, UNDP, UNEP, UNESCO, WMO
and UNEPCOM. Th. Environm.nta1 TrainIng N.twork for Latin Am.rica and the
Caribb.an wal .Itabli.h.d with the lupport of the Gov.rnment. of th. r.gion and
with •••d mon.y from UNEP. Among its actlviti•• , it und.rtak•• training In
d'l.rtification control. Und.r its Man and Biolph.r. PrograMm' (MAB), UNESCO hal
allo .Itablilh.d r.l.arah and training n.twork. In arid and I.mi-arid Ion•• in
Latin Am.rica, lub-Sahar~n Afr'ica, North Africa and W.st.rn Alia.

36. In itl d.cisionl 12/10 and 13/30, the UNEP Gov.rning Council r.cognil.d the
lignificant rol. play.d by NGOs in anti-d•••rtification .ffortl and r.commended
that th.y should b. involved to a gr.at.r d.gr•• in this field. Consequ.ntly, UNEP
fund.d a project to sllpport pilot village proj.ctl within the fram.work of the
Cairo Programme to be .~.cuted by the African NGOI' Environm.ntal N.twork (ANEN) in
co-op.ration with NGOr, at the gras.-ro~t. l.vel in Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya
and Senegal. In a r.lat.d thr.e-year project, UNEP and the International Institute
for Environm.nt and Development (lIED), in association with ANEN, are setting up a
research and intormation n.twork covering Sudano-Sahe1ian countrie.. The network
is intended to improve patt.rns of development by increasing awareness of potential
strategies for lustainable livelihood. in arid and .emi-arid lands in Africa. At a
m.eting h.ld in September 1988, 16 NGOs from Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali,
the Niger, S.negal, thd Sudan and Uganda, as well al two r.gional and two
int.rnational NGOI, adopted a package of propolal. conc.rning .xchang. of
information and .xp.ri.nc. among th.mselves, strengthening NGO/government
co-operation and clol.r links betwe.n the NGO. and the dev.10pment re.earch
community. Further, UNSO, as part of it. n.w initiative. aimed at the prudent and
comprehensive managem.nt of natural resourc•• , d.v.lop.d with the Gov.rnment. of
Niger and the Sudan two major project' for int.grat.d l.nd m.nagement .nd entru.t.d
th.ir implementation tu CARt, an international non-governmental organilation (lee
para. 102 b.10w).

37. In A.ia, UNEP provid.d lupport to a .ucc•••tul NGO activity in afforelt.tion
and training in louth.rn India. It b.gan in 1985 and wal carried out by the
G. G. Soanl Memorial Farm.ra' and Rural Afforestation Training C.ntre. By 1987,
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there were 4S "People's Nurseries" growing 3.7 million sevdlings at five project
Rites. Altogether, more than one million trees have been planted with a
~5 per cent survival rate. The project has received support from NORAO Rnd OXFAM.

,
... C. T.Ioining

31\. lINEP has co-operated with Governments and regiona) ti'aining and reflenrch
institutions in conducting training programmelll in combating desertification. The
hroad aims of the training are to enhance the technical ~apl\l,ili ties or
desertification-prone cOuntries in tackling desertificatic.n, and to promote
RWArenoss of the threat ol desertification. During the period 1987-1988. UNEP, in
co-operation with UNEPCOM, the Arab Centrt:' for the StUdy 0" Arid Zones and Dry
L~nds (ACSAD), the Instituto Argentino de Investigaciones de las Zonas Aridas
(IADIZA) and the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Botew~na, China, Mali and the
Syri~n Arab Republic organized 11 training courses and seminars. i.l which 224
participants received instruction in drylands managemAnt, monit~ring and nssesGment
of desertification and the provision of public information. The members of the
Inter·-Agency Working Group, namely ECA, ESCWA, ACSAD, FAO, UNE~CO, WMO, UNSO, SADCC
AI\c1 IIED reported training a total of 950 individuals i.n ditferent areas related to
desertiCication control.

3Q. The magnitude of desertiCication has often been assersed generally on the
hARt" of geographic data. There is still a need for an adequate. simple And
cont-effective method to measure the de~ertification process. To prepare for the
uecond general assessment of progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action
in 1992, called {or by the Governing Council in its dftcision 12/10, UNEP has
co-operated with the Governments of FranC3, Kenya, Mali and the Union or Soviet
~ucialist Republics to launch pilot projects to utilize appropriate m3thods for the
nssessment of desertification.

40. In Kenya and Mali, the experts are applying the refined UNEP/FAO provisional
methodology for the assessment and mapping of desertifieation by collfcting and
p.vnlunting field data gathered during 1987-1988 from an area of 20,000 square
kilometr&s in Kenya and 27,000 square kilometres in Mali.

41. 1\ pilot project funded by UNEP and the Goverrunent of Fra:rlce was launched in
14/11 [or the development of a methodology to assess des~rtification in the south
Rilhnran arid, sem';.-aI"id and sUb-hwnid eeozones. The project seeks to develop l'\

low-cost methology for the assessment of desertiCication, using earlier oerial
vtlotogr~phs (some taken 30 years ago) and new aerial photographs, together with
remote sensing imagery, to Rtudy the degradBti~n of soil and vegetation an4 the
evolution of the landscape in B few selected north-south transects in the south
Saharan eeozones. The initial Clelel study W-1S carried out 1n a regional transect
of approximately 50.000 square kilometres in ~;ali and Mavtitania. The second phase
will e~tend it fUI"ther into Mauritania, as well as into Cote d'Ivoix'e, on one side,
nnct further into Mali, as well as Burkina Faso, on the other side. within a
three-year period.
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42. ACC h~s noted in its report that "the important task uC better assessing the
CUl'rent status and trends of desertification world wide still faces serious
pr0blems in respect oC methodology and lack of Unancial resources" (ib.L<1.). In
order to prepare for a more precise and meaningtul assessment of rlesertification as
part of the overall assessment planned for 1992, ACC haG urged UNEP to "increase
its efforts of co-operating with the relevant United Nations entities and with
competent institutions outside the United Nations system" in order to identify and
test relatively simple methods of assesding and mapping desertification. UNEP is
accordingly arranging a series of consultations during 1989 with national, regional
and international institutions which ~arry out researc~l related to monitoring and
assessing in order to mobilize thei~ efforts towards the 199, assessment.

E. In.(.Clllll.A.t.ion end deta bei.i:

43. The UNEP Desertification Infor;nat!on System, established in accordance with
Governing Council decision 12/10, d6~ls with the identification, colleGtion,
classification and dissemination of all types of information related to dry-land
development and desertification proc~~ses. The data bases that have been completed
and computerized include a directory of organizations dealing with desertification
control and dry-land development, 8 com?endlum of UnitAd Natluns projects related
to desertification control and dry-l~nd development, and a directory of UNEP
projects on desertification control. The directory of organizations and the
compendium of projects have been pUblished and distributed to United ~ations

organizations, international training and research institutions, libraries,
government envirorunental agencies, universities, development aid agencies and
intergoverrunental organizations. Th\.68 directories are scheduled for updating
every two years and will be distributed as pUblications. An arid lands
bibliography data base is being prepar~d by UNEP in collaboration with the Office
DC Arid Land Studies oC the University or Arizona, United StateR of America. A
wind erosion bibliographic referrdl system has also been establlshed.

44. In addition to producing the D.Jl&SU.Uli~atiQn CtlDt.I.ol Bul1et.i.n and several
publications on the desertificatioa problems, UNEP, in co-operation with the
Television Trust for the Environment (TVE), supported the production of television
films, in Colombia, Viet Nam and Thailand. UNEP also supported TVE in 1987 for a
rilm on salinization in China, co-produced with National Geographic Television oC
the United States of America. Additionally, information was disseminated througl.
rAdio interviews, press conferences bnd articles by UNEP staff that appeared in
newspapers, mP1azines and scientific journals.

F. ~cluslon.s.

45. It is imperative that the Governments oC desertification-pl'one countries make
decisions at the highest levels to 6~cure that desertificatlon tontrol is an
integral part of national development priorities. Recognition of the need to
approach desertification control in an integrated, multi-sectoral manner is
~Grticularly important because of th~ wide scope of desertification issues that
req~ire complementarity of action. tt i~ thereCore rcco~mended that Governments

/ ...
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institute the following measures for integrating desertification control intodevelopment planning at all levels:

(a) Locally: More resources should be provided for integrated ruraldevelopment and assistance at village community levels and for the design ofrelated methodologies and technologies;

(b) Nationally: Clearly defined resources should be allocated to theimplementation of national plans of action to combat desertification anu to theassessment of major natural resources and their present use. The formulation oflong-term development programmes for desertification control should include thecreation or strengthening of national machineries for efficient inter-ministerialco-ordination and the development of technical tools for the assessment andmonitoring of ecological degradation, including desertification.

46. Specifically, Governments in countries prone to desertification are urged totake the following steps to formulate and carry out activities related to combatingdesertifiction, including rehabilitation of degraded land and management ofrecurrent drought:

(a) Prepare a national programme to combat desertification within theframework of national plans for the development of natural resources and therehabilitation of impaired ecosystems;

(b) Ensure that these programmes are ecologically sound, technically feasibleand socially acceptable;

(c) Appropriate, within the resources available for implementation ofnational plans for development, resources needed for the implementation of theprogramme to comb~ desertification;

(d) Establish - or strengthen, if existing - centrally placed nationalmachineries capable of mobilizing national institutional resources needed forimplementation of the national programme to combat desertification and ofmonitoring progress in executing related activities;

(e) Set up - as appropriate in the fiscal system adopted - national specialaccounts for desertification control that would keep records of national funds, aidresources and other international resources (loans etc.) allotted to programmes ofcombating desertification;

(f) Devise means for co-ordinating bilateral and multilateral aid andtech.lical assistance resources that would support the national programme to combatdesertification, e.g., through special round tables, or as sections within roundtables for national development programme.

47. The process of formulating the national programme for desertification controland the establishment of national mechanisms to implement it on a multi-sectoralbasis, within the framework of the overall objectives of national development, willrequire national consultation to ensure consensus and commitment of all thegovernment agencies.

I. " •
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48. Once the programme, the related package of projects and he necessary
mechanisms are established, and the national political commitment has been secured,
the stage will be set for soliciting financial resources for implementing the
programme of action under the national plan. In this regard, it is recommended
that the Governments of affected countries should, within their existing bilateral
agreements, consider convening special round-table meetings of donors in a form of
"mini-conlultative groups on desertification ll to secure finbncia\ support for the
implementation of anti-desertification programmes. This will ensure the
co-ordination of sources of bilateral development aid within the framework of
implementing the national plan of action to combat desertification.

49. At the international level, the donor community and international agencies
should be encouragedl

(a) To co-ordinate their actions in accordance with the approaches o(
recipient countries recommended in paragraphs 4S and 46 above;

(b) To support long-term programmes rather than short-term sectoral
projects.

SO. Specifically, the donor community may wish tOI

(a) Accord priority in their bilateral aid programmes to national programmes
for combating desertification and rehabilitation of degraded land resources;

(b) Adapt the conditions of the aid programmes to the time frame needed for
long-term ecologic31 and social rehabilitation programmes in areas prone to
deserti f1cation;

(c) Participate in consultative meetings (round tables etc.) of donor
institutions to be held at national level for co-ordinating aid resources in
support of the impleme~tation of national programmes for combating desertifieation;

(d) Consider favourably voluntary contributions to local, national and
regional mechanisms (special accounts etc.) for financing implementation of
pxogrammes for combating desertification;

(e) Consider means that would alleviate the negative impacts of deceriorating
terms of trade, debt and debt service on countries prone to desertification and
create economic and financial conditions that would enable those countries to
appropriate part of their available resources for control of desertification;

(f) Consider favourably providing support to the establishment of an
international corporation for financing the implementation of the Plan of Action to
Combat Desertification world wide.

I . .•
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VI. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN OF ACTION TO COMBAT
DESERTIFICATION IN THE SUDANO-SAHELIAN REGION,
1987-1988

51. In 1987, the rains failed again in most countries of the region, the
deficiencies being most pronounced in East Africa. Desertification continued at an
alarming rate, as did the general deterioration of the region's physical
environment. In 1988, many areas received torrential downpours that resulted in
serious flooding, particularly in Burkina Faso, Mali and the Sudan. The intensity
of the floods was coupled with deforestation and losses in ground vegetative cover,
which are themselves a consequence of overgrazing and poor cultivation practices.
The run-off and flooding caused massive soil erosion, which contributed to the
region's desertification problems and therefore reinforced the need to promote
environmentally sound land management practices.

52. Thus, once again events underlined the growing need for the kind of focused
activities against desertification that the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office
(UNSO) brings to the region under its mandate to implement the Plan of Action in
the Sudano-Sahelian region. As the agency responsible for the implementation of
the Plan of Action on behalf of UNEP and under joint UNEP/UNDP sponsorship, UNSO
supports a programme of desertification control in 22 Sudano-Sahelian countries,
consisting, as of September 1988, of 64 ongoing projects with a total funding of
some $71 million, which brings the total value of all UNSO-supported projects to
approximately $96 million.

53. In the second half of 1987 and early 1988, in aCCOr(lanCe with the instructions
given by the administrator of UNDP, an in-house study on the operating modalities
and the activity content of UNSO was conducted, which resulted in a number of
important findings and conclusions. The study refined the role of UNSO to include
the following:

(a) To co-ordinate and harmonize a wide spectrum of United Nations
drought-related and desertification control activities;

(b) To assist in the mobilization of the complementary external financial
resources needed for the implementation of the medium- and long-term
drought-related and desertification control programmes of the Sudano-Sahelian
countries;

(c) To manage the United Nations Trust Fund for Sudano-Sahelian Activities;

(d) To intensify and maintain the widest possible public awareness of the
predicament of the Sudano-Sahelian coul~tries and to sustain the active interest and
momentum of the contin~9d involvement of the international community, including the
organizations of the United Nations system, in the successful implementation of the
programmes of the Sudano-Sahelian countries;

(e) To maintain direct and close contacts with CILSS and IGADD on matters
relating to the United Nations participation and contribution to the
drought-related recovery and rehabilitation efforts and the struggle against
desertification.

I . .•
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54. As reg3rds the UNSO functiona~ undertakings, the study concluderl trnt they
should c:omprisez

(a) Co-~peration with Governments of the ~ountries served by tho Office in
planning and co-ordination of their activities, including the provision oC
technical and pl~nning advIce on a continuous ballsl

(b) I"entification, development, financing and monitoring or progrMlmes find
projects, with ~n increased emphasis on specific categories and Cields of activity,
in particular those relating to natural re.ource management, envirorunent And
ecologYI

(c) Mobilization of :esources. including non-cash resources and private or
corporate contributions;

(d) Facilitating co-ordination, both among the United Nations und non-United
Nations organizations and at the field levell

(e) Serving as a United Nations system focal point for CILSS and IGADD, and
their membershipl

(f) Int~~mation and public awareness activities, inclUding preparation of
scholArly papers, education materials, a8sistance for pUblic information campaignA
and o~~er measures to increase know)1dge in the field of dr)ught and
rlese r t if icat ion.

55. In view of this h'W orient&tion of UNSO, it has been further concluded that
the field level activities of the Oftice should be significantly strengthened and
that its relationship to and co-operation with UNEP should be substantially
intensified. 3iven these objectives, it has been decide~, ~fter consultations with
the respective States served by the Office, CILSS and IGADD, as well as the United
Nations organizations concerned, to establish a regional office of UNSO and to
place it in Nairobi, with terms of reference as followsr (a) to serve as ~

Nairobi-based link between UNEP and UNSO with the objective of intensifying their
co-operation and operational relationship; (b) to function as an extended arm of
UNEP in the region of East Africa in the implementation of the provisions and
objectives of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertificationl end (c) to act as n
Uuited Nations liaison with and provide support to IGADD and its member States,
i.e. Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the Sudan and Uganda, in the development
and implementation of their drought-related mffdiwn-term and long-term recovery and
r~hab! :itation programmes and their desertification control activitieR. In
adrlition, the Regional Office will serve the United Rerublic of Tanzania and
possibly other countries of the region. The Office becam~ operational in
February 1989.

P.lo.nnJ.O,Lond pr.Q.gramming

56. UNSO's work in 1987 and 1988 increasingly reflecte~ the priority given to
assisting the Governments of the countries of the region in the area of planning
and co-ordination to ensure the integration of the environmental dimension in the
dev,.lopment process.
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57. In Mali, following a donor round table held in 1985, UNSO provi~ed $51,700 in
1087 to assist the Government to put its National Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification into operational form. A follow-up meeting to the donor roun~

table was held in June 1987 to discuss the programme and project proposals thus
formulated. UNSO will continue to assist the Government to ensure a follow-up t·.,
this co-ordination and consultative processl the next follow-up meeting is to be
held with UNSO support in March 1989.

58. With joint venture funding, UNSO initiated in 1988 a preparatory project
assisting the Government of Kenya in its efforts to establi~h a desertification
control system which will monitor, assess and propose interventions to prevent
further land degradation. A Scientific Advisory Committee was establishd and UNSO
is currently finalizing a project document that will propose district-based
monitoring, assessment and intervention methods in the field of desertification
control.

59. In June 1987, UNSO fielded a mission to the United Republic of Tanzania to
undertake discussions with the Government on potential projects. The Government
identi£ied the establishment of a drought and desertification control division
within the National Environment Management Council as a.priority project and, in
February 1988, UNSO fielded a formulation mission to the country to finalize the
project document. The project document hdS now been signed and its implementation
is expected to start in early 1989 with financing from the Government of Norway in
the amount of $323,629.

60. In March 1987, a tripartite mission organized by CILSS, the Club du Sahel and
UNSO visited Chad to confer with the Government with a view to promoting a first
draft of a national plan of action to combat desertification. In December, the
country's first national seminar on desertification was held at N'Djamena with
financing providea by UNSO. The seminar dealt with ways of integrating mea~ures to
c~mbat desertification into all development activities. As a follow-up to this
se~inar, UNSO assisted the Government in th~ organization of a coneertation meeting
with the donor community in December 1988.

61. UNSO's activities in 1987 and 1988 included assistance in developing
operdtional and mUlti-sectoral national plans of action to combat desertification
in Mauritania and Somalia. As a follow-up to the National Plan of Action in
Somalia, an environmental monitoring project has been formulated and is expected to
be implemented i~ 1989.

62. In its programming activities, UNSO has special co-operative reldt·.ionsnips
with CILSS and IGADD. It was represented at meAtings of these organizations and
represented the UNDP system at the CILSS and IGADD summits of heads of State, which
met in 1988 at N'Djamena and Djibouti, respectively.

63. A system of regUlar consultations has been initiated with the Executive
Secretary and staff of CILSS to review plans and programmes of common interest, and
concrete support was extended to CILSS through funding or formulation of projects
(e.g., "Plants and crops protection co-ordination" and "Sahelian programme for
environmental education at secondary level"). Steps have been taken to initiate a

/ ...
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Aimilar sy,tem ot co-operation with IGADD, to which UNSO h~s contriba~ed funJR tor
the development of anti-de.ertlficatlon projects.

64. Direct lupport was allo extended to IGAOD through the financing of n pilot
st.udy tour programme to enable seven IGADO officials to visit elLS::; progrrunmes f\llCl
regional institutes in Welt Africa. The tour facilitated the excnange of
in(onnation and ideal between the two organization••

65. In 1988. UNSO reactivated its co-operation with the lnstitut de Sahel, the
CILSS body responsible for co-ordination of the research effort in the sUbregion.

66. UNSO also supported the development of a concertation forwn among the
countries of the Maghreb and those on the southern and eastern fringes of the
Hahara desert. through the Ministerial ConferflJnce on Clesertification (CIlMIDES).

fi'l. In Burkina Faso, the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDAl
contributed approximately $980,000 during 1981 to provide technical support to twu
ongoing Swedish projects that aim at combating deforestation through the
ClHtnblJshl'lent of Village woo<llots and the distribution of fuel-effi~if!nt cooking
AtUV8S. These two projects are scheduled to end in mid-1989, but at thA
novp.rnrnent's request, UNSO has formulated projects for a further phase.

hR. Also in Burkina Faso, a new project for the development of agroforAAtry
through the regeneration of ~h olbidD and other local species WeHl launcl1£'d nl.
th~ end of 1987, Financed by Norway, this project aims at regenerAting
I t,OOO hectarBS oC l&A.cio olbido and 3eO to 400 hectares of diverse lo~al BpedeH
over the period of the next five years. It is also directed towards establinhing
nn Agroforestry Unit within the Ministry of Environment and Tourism.

hq. The Arab Gulf Programme for United Nations Development Organizations (Am'UN\),
ill Go-operation with UNSO with a contribution from its general resources, in
rlupporting a six-year project for integrated village Bnd fMlily afforost.ntinn in
thp B~zega area of Burkina FasJ. As of June 1987, 500 hectares had boen plftntn{\
wl th some 400.000 seedlings. Training f.n nu .. sery and planting tE'c:hniquc5 h.1d IHwn
]lrnvided to forestry and extension workers plus som~ 120 villagers. ApprOKimAtAly
260 women trained in the construction oC fuel-efficient wood stoveR l."lrl I?rnrllH~HtI .1

tot.al of 36,000 stoves. In 1988, I1NSO financed the formulation nf i'\ " ...!!~t.ry

mFluagement plan for the Bazega area.

70. In 1986, the Government of Norway Agreed to support a prt)je~t. fnr t-Iw
reQeneration of A.cmo...•.l.Mqal plantations in Mali over a period o[ [ive Yf!cH H wit.1l
A ~ontribution of $1.6 million. Project activities got unrlAr WAy At thp pnrl {If

19137 with B pilot project for gwn tree development in Lhe Rayes regio.l. Whi 11'
prr,tecting en1 enhanclng th. soil, A.k.AlljL ..n.ge~ yiel ds gwn Iu"bl c:, wh I dl hiH; il

variety of commercial, indu~trial and pharmaceutical use! and is a veluabln r.ourc:n
oC cash income and foreign exchange.

/ ...
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71. A joint SIDA/UNSO mission to the Niger was conducted in December 1987 to
formulate a three-year extension to the agro-forestry development project in the
DApArtment of Dosso. Since the beginning of this operation, the project has been
rABponsible for the natural regeneration of 300,000 seedlings of ~~_~lbi.~ over
nn area of close to 6,000 hectares, and the artificial regeneration of 60,000
HAAdlings. During the present phase, initiated in January 1987 with an additional
p.ontribution from SIDA of close to $2 million, activities are being extended to
JO villages to cover not only the regeneration of A~cia albida and other species,
but also socio-economic and ecological studies of the area, research and
development of approprlate technologies, the development of agro-sy1vo-pastora1
techniques, and training. Following an evaluation of the project in October 1987,
SIDA agreed to finance a third phase to be formulated at the beginning of 1989.
Also in the Niger, the second phase of project to establish and expand green
belts Around the city of Niamey continued in 1987 and 1988 with a contribution of
$442,003 [rom the Government of Norway. One of the outputs of the project has been
the formulation of a management plan for the gum-tree belt for the five-year period
1909-1993. This document is being reviewed by the Government and UNSO.

12, A major project for Rfforestation and reforestation in the northern region oC
t.he !iudl'ln entered its initial planning phase in May 1987. Financed by a
l:ont.dhution oC $2.8 mi llion to the Trust Fund from the Danish International
fJevulopment. Agency (DANIDA). this project involves the establishment of
llhuller-beltH around 40 villages and their adjacent farmlands. While testing both
indigenous nnd exotic spAcies for their growth characteristicR and potential
lH'llnUl1lil~ benefits, the project will provide protection to 2,500 hectares of small
ll11ldings on public land and 3,000 hect.ares in the Lattl agricultural basin.
Tr"<lining for local perflQnnel is included in the project.

'/.1, Negotil:\tions wit.h the Government of Norway for a project on t.he restocking of
(JIlIll t.rnn belt. areas in the Sudan 's Darfur ~rovince were completed in 1988.
I'lnnt.illt) will take plAce AI'ound 200 villAges at a cost of $2.1 million, with
rillClIll'ii\l contdbutiuns also from l\GFlIND and UNDP. Work is expected to begin in
1111\9.

14. In t.he Kordo[an region o[ the Sudan, UNSU continued its support to three
prnif!ct.s on variouli [Clcat.s of desert.ificat.ion cnntrol. Or.e project, which i.-\ims nt
I t!ld lH'k illg the qum-t.If'e belt by reforestation through the planting uf
I\ciwii'l t>elltl",al, wit.h funding from t.he Netherlands, is currently in its second
plldHP.. Allot.her proj!'!!'\" [ulHlp.d hy DANtDA, seeks tc enColll'nge fllel briqllf!t t f!

I'llldl!(·t. i Oil RmI t.he promot.ion of improved cooking stoves to ease the preSHlIl'et; on
111Plwnnc1 reserves by turning agricult.ural waste into briquettes. Bolh projects
lllldnrwf:lnt: termin.:.l pvaluation in 1988, and new phases are being planned. 1\ t.hird
pI () jPI't, funded by S\'/oden, concerns the management oC grazing reSOUI'cas and is
i\ il1\c·t\ dt. conserving thH vAgotat.ioll resources needed (or 1 ivestock product iOll,

'/!l. 'rhe thrust of UNSO's programme in Ethiopia is in the field o[ a[[orestation
oIl1d l'f1(ore[o;t.r'Itioll, seek ing to restore t.he degl'aded environment amI to allt1viate the
1'111 !lllic shortage o[ Cuelwond. The country haR witnessed a sbarp redllL:t.iun i.1I its
1()I~Rt cover - Crom 40 pAr cent nf thp land Are~ At the beginning of thp ~entllry t.o
1.,'/ ppr r.ent too"y.

/ ...
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76. In 1987, UNSO embarke~ upon a new five-year project (1987-1991), Cundad by
DANIDA at a cost of $5.4 milllon, which aims at the protection of parts o[ the Dlue
Nile catchment area in Ethiopia. The project area has been mappAd and in-dflpth
ecological an~ socio-economic imp~ct analyses completed. Following modi[icRtion flf
the project to take account at the findings of the analyses, m~jor planting
~ctivities will be initiated in early 1989.

77. Since 1983, UNSO has been assisting in the establishment oC t.W<.l ClIelwoQ<1
plantations in Nazret and Debre Birhan, with DANIDA financing. Hy late 1988, n
total of 4,120 hectares had been planted in Nazret and 2,050 hectares in Debre
Birhan. In ad~ition, a total of 181 kilometres of rural roads heve been built in
the two project areas.

71.1. Sooio-economic studies have been carried out on both projects, highllqhtinq
their effects on the popUlation and suggesting approaches to be used in the
extension phases planne~. Forest management plans have also boen completed Cor
both projects, as well as a manual on the mahagement of fuelwooc.l plantations; the
manual has a180 been translated into Amharic and is being used at the various
(orest.ry training institutes in Ethiopia. In addition, all forestry t.echlll(~.Lmlf~

~ttached to both projects have undergone t~ainin9 in forest management, mapping,
lllVl'lntory and yield prediction, and two former project managers hav", ref:elvf.lr"l
scholarships an~ are attending university courses leading to e.Se. degreeu in
roreAtry.

'n). A project for the establishment of fuelwood plantations to meet the neecl:{ u(

t.he town or DesEt was completed in 1987. Financed by the Finnish International
Oevelopment Agency (FINNIDA), this project succeeded in planting 1,22fi hectAres o[
[uelwood with a total production of 4.19 million seedllngs, (6(' !)f'!yonc1 UH~ ()dy.Ln~11

target area of 200 hectares. With the plantations well established, FINNIDA will
continue the project on a bilateral basis.

UNSO~J;..r.I' seed projects

BO. With the twin goals of conserving tree genetic seed resources and romOVitl~ thn
constraints experienced in the tree-planting programmes in the region, UNRO
Cormulated tree seed projects for DjiboutL Ethiopia, Soml!l.l il'l, th{' Sudnn imd tlqMllli\
during 1988. The docwnents have been reviewed by the Govarnrnonts crmcornell, nnd
tJNSO expects DANIDA financing to be approved in early 1989.

nl. In 1987, UNSO made a contribution of $13,000 to assist the GOVf .lmenl 01 I.lnIlill

in the institution of a National Arbour Day intended to spre~d 8WRreneSH of "hp
importance of planting and protecting trees and to distribute 320,000 tre@
needlings for planting. UNSO contributed $20,000 for a similar project In L~"R.

UNSU also contribute~ $20,000 in both 1987 and 1988 for a similar projef:t in Togo.
Some 800,000 tr••••edlinql were Jistributed each year.

Al tsuuatiy. ,cure•• of energy ond.J.yelwoad..JlQDI't:iA.t12.n

82. In Cape V.rde, th, objectives of the original outline oC a pilot project (or
utilization of wind energy, funded by Derunark, were achieved by the end of 1907.

I • ••
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The project has been extended until 1989, with an additional contribution of
$21l0, :JI)O from DANlUA to allow for a follow-up to the installation of thE!
wind/diesel enftrgy system speciCically adapted to rural areas, for the tasting oC
tho ayRtem, and the training of mora technicians. The extension will also allow
fur a s"nooth transition Crom the pilot project to a large-scale bilateral programme
under negotiation (or the utilization oC wind energy in Cape Verde.

In. In Somalia, which, like Cape Verde, lies in the trade wind belt, A project-" for
the utilization of wind energy for electrification began in November 1985 with
financing Crom DANIDA. This project underwent quadripartite reviews in 1987 and
Itl1l8. In conjunction with this project, with DANIDA funding of $142,568, UNHO
lounched a project in 1988 fOI measuring the wind regime in inland Somalia aH l'\

bnHin for planning future activities.

114. The design of eCClcient stoves produced locally was initiated in the Gl'\lnbia
tht-ough a project financed by DANIDA. By Uctober 1988, some 40,000 stoves had been
pu,l1uced and sold and a centI-e (or the manufacture of pottery stoves was
ABtnbliahed. In addition, potters, metal workers and field staff were trainAd, And
j-\ publiC' awareness campeiYll on the adVAntage of using more efC.icient stoves is
continuing throughout the country.

II!"",. In the Sudan, through A pl'oject funded by DANIDA, fuel briquettes aI'e being
produced from ground-nut shellR and the waste products of cotton production. Thin
pr"oject, which includes the promotion and use of fuel-efficient cooking stoves, was
'"Aviewed in 1907 and a terminal evaluation took place in 1988.

fiG. In Senegal, a feasibil~ty study Cinanced by DeMlark to assess the quantity and
C[llnlit.y of t.he NiAyes ]?Ell'lt depol'lits, .including the economic and technical aspects
of thoir possible use for domestic fuel production, wa~ completed in 1987; the
I:umponent of the project prumoting the use of improved cooking stoves was completed
in LtJBA.

"1. In June lQR7, Cl World Bank mission visited MauritaniA and proposed that a
Htudy concerning the nation'~ domestic energy strategy should be incorporated into
t.he ongoing project for the distribution oC improved cooking stoves. The
Unvel'lunent of Norway provided the projflct with additional funds in the amount oC
$I.Ui,OOO to cover the costs of the litudy. In 1988, a World Bank stUdy mi~si()n

v init.ocl the country and developed a strategy for the household energy sectol". A
:;JlOl"t.-term Retion plc\! (1989-1990) is proposed with a total package of
ro('ommendations coated ot $2.5 million.

11/1. In t.he Niger, the World Dunk executed a project on behalf of UNSO wit:h
Ii Ilnnl'ing of $343,441 (rom Norway and $20,000 from the United Nations Deve lopment
Fund for Women. The project included studies on alternative domestic sources of
Hnergy, construction of prototypes of improved cooking stoves and studies on the
rnlp. o[ women in marketing [nelwood. The recommendations resulting from these
nt.udim; were incorporat.ed into the formulation of a household energy strategy for
t"hp F:np.rgy I I programme [ini-lnce(l by t.he World Bank.
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69. Since 1987, projects Cor the manufacture and deployment oC tuel-efficient
stoveR have been under way in Mauritania (at a cost of $667,000, oC which $504,923
wes contributed by the Goverrunent of Norway and $50,000 by the Uni ted Nations
Development Fund for Women) 1 in Burkina F~so (with a 1986 contribution of $885,000
from SIDA)1 for the region of Kayes in Mali (with $450,000 from Norway and $40,000
Lram the United Nations Development Fund for Womenl and for the Sudan, as 8

component of the fuel briquette project (financed by DANIDA with an additional
contribution of $43,841). The introduction of new types of stoves requires
arrangements for their local manufacture and for the training alld deployment of
extension agents to demonstra~e their advantages.

Rl\Il.Cilt..land management and water resources

90. In Senegal, a new centre for the monitoring of ecosystems and the movements of
pastora1ists in the more arid northern region of the country continued its
operations with funding from OANIOA. The centre significantly intensiCied its
activities, approaching a level Which could enable it to serve as an example Cor
similar activities elsewhere in the region. In 1988, DANIOA provided the project
with additional funds amounting to $189,000 for supplying supplementary equipment.
UNSO and the Goverrunent are now considering the expansion of the activities of the
centre.

91. A second phase of the project for the integrated development of the lake zone
of Mali is aimed at the large-scale regeneration of~ pastures. The Q.QULgO~,

~c.hi,nict. oa stagnino, is one of the principal SOU1'COS of forage for the livestock
of the region. The project also aims at the prevention of overgrazing on gt'flded
rangelands in the rich inland delta region.

92. In the Gambia, a rangeland rehabilitation and livestock water development
project funded by UNOP and UNEP was completed in 1987. This project r~ceived the
enthusiastic support of the local communities, with both men and women activ~ly

participating in its activities of afforestation around watering points.

93. Ongoing in the Sudan, with funding by SIOA, was a project aimed at sustaining
and improving the productivity of rangelands around livestock watering points.

94. In Djibouti, in June 1988, UNSO concluded the first phase of B proje~t

financed by UNSO, AGFUNO, UNEP, UNOP and FAO for the management of natural
resources and fight against desertification in the coastal plain of the country.
During the second half of the year, the Government and UNSO, with the support of
UNEP, formulated the second phase of the project which is costed at abuuL
$1.2 million and expected to go on until mid-1992.

95. UNSO is also supporting projects involving the construction o! small earth
darns, ground water development and water conservation for irrigation, household use
and livestock. The aim of an ongoing project in the Gambia, financed by Australia
with the participation of the United Nations Capital Development Fund, is to
construct a 1iversion weir and irrigation Icheme on the Profu Bolon, a tributary of
the Gambia river. In Toga, UNSO contributed $61,560 for preliminary techniCAl and
sccio-economic studies of 30 existing dams, which identified actions np-eded for
their rehabilitation.
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~il protection~d dune .tabilization

96. Efforts to stabilize moving sand dunes, which are perhaps the most apparent
manifestation of advanced desertification, are proceedIng in a number of areas in
the region. In 1986, the largest such projects were und~r way in Mauritauia,
Senegal and Somalia, using vegetative nlethods, supplementod by mechanical means, of
&tabilizing both coastal and continental dunes.

97. In Mauritania, moving sand dunes, both coal tal and inland, are widespread and
threaten roads, towns, oases and agricultural land. UNSO hal been supporting a
nation-·wide programme of sanCl dune stabilization. D\\)~ing the first phase,
completeCl in 1986, 850 hectares were stabilized in l~ inland sites. Research and
tests were carried out on plant species and the physics of wind and sand movemAnts,
as were consciousness-raising and training programmes. Plans for sand dune
fixation in 103 additional sites, along with integrated programme. for three zones,
were also prepared, most of them along or near the ~ute de l'Elpoir. Following an
in-depth evaluation mission, UNSO obtained from DANIDA a contribution of $5 million
for phase 11, which starteCl in 1987 for a four-year perioCl. Centred in the south
of the country, where agriCUlture is possible, the seconCl phase of the programme
integrates agro-sylvo-postoral development with sand Clune stabilization. It has
thus taken on the character of integrated land management, although its principal
focus remains the control of moving dunes. These larg~-scale operations have been
supported by contributions from the Government of Mauritania, the Government of
Algeria, DANIDA, UNDP, UNCDF and WFP.

98. In Senegal, an integrateCl programme for the stabilizBtion of secondary dunes
and the protection of basins in which farming is practlseCl was extended to the end
of 1988. The programme involved the fixation of both coastal and inland sand
dunes, the construction of wind-breaks, the regeneration of 412I soils, the
protection of roadways, the establishment of plantations around communities anCl
training of counterpart personnel. An UNSO formulation mission visited the country
in April and May 1988 and formulated a second-phase project for three years.

99. In Somalia, over 1,200 hectares of moving sands were stabilizeCl in the area of
Shallambod, where massive dunes had been encroaching upon town and village
settlements. The dunes were su(~cessfully fixed through vegetative techniques, with
plantings of euphorbia, cactus, commiphora and various trees. The experience
gained in Shallambod is being applied to two other projects now being carried out
to stabilize coastal dunes around Brava and Adale. The Brava project underwent
terminal evaluation in 1988, and a second phase is being contemplated.

100. In Cape Verde, soil protection in the Sao Joao Baptista Valley is the focus of
dn ongoing integrated programme including groundwater development financed by
Norway. The programme entered its second phase in 1987 in accordance with a master
plan that contains provisions for the full participation of local communities.

101. In October 1986, a three-year project was launched for the integrated
development of the Lake Faguibine system in Mali. With a contribution of
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$1. 1) mil110n from Norway, plus $125,000 Crom UNDP and $276,000 in food riltionn from
WFP, tho project. aims At i\chilwing self-RuCriclency in fooel t.hrough [ir.hiIVJ,
livAstock-raising and intensified ngriculture. In the initinJ phi'fif) n [t·nsihilit.y
Ht.llCly was carried out to collate current knowledge of t.he lake's ecosystpm .:\n(1
determine the best ~vailable methodb to control tho lake's woter Gupply syatem in
VnriOllS circumstances. 1\t the SW1lP. t"i:.~a, sand dune stnbilizl'ltion waR undertaken
along the channels feeding the lake, as was biological protection of the channels,
combined with actual channel-clearing works to improve the flow of water. III 10lJO,
the feasibility study was completed. Its highly positive conclusions provided the
hRsis for the formulation of activiti~s for the second phase [ram 1989 onwards,
inclUding the draining oC the KOlldi channel (which by itself will ensurH ddeyudlH
nnnunl replenishment of the lake), the continuation of. biological protection ond
chunnel-clearlng work, and the implementat.ion of a number of fol ow-up l'it.ucUetl.

tot.. "8 part of its new initiative to adopt a hOlistic and integn-lted appruf\ch to
.land management, UNSO, together with the Government of the Niger and in
co-operation with CARE - an inter"national non-governmental organization - developed
D project during 1987 for integrated land management in the rountry. Fun~ing was
l,lecured from DANIDA in 1988 in the amount of $8,428,634. This project will be
implemented by CARE in co-operation with the Nigerian Forest Service and represents
t.he first occasion on which UNSO is co-operating with a non-governmental
()rganization in this type of nature and on a scale or this magnitude. The project
aims at improving agriCUltural and agroforestry practices through extensive
environmental awareneSS programmes, the use of ecologically sound agronomic
prnctices in mechRnized farming, the protection of forest reserves, the restocking
or plnntt\t.ions and the strengthening of governmental forestry services - f\11 of
wll i ch will cont ribute to anv i ronmental prot.ection in the count ry.

L03. In Mali, a six-month feasibility st.udy was conducted with contributions of
$155,000 from UNSO and $278,000 from UNDP to investigate action needed [or the
implementation of the "Green Belt Programme". This project, which is one of the
main components of the Malian National Plan of Action to Combat Desertification,
covers a large area extending from the border witll Mauritania through Tombouctou
iUlc1 on to Gao, with a loop around Mopti and Segou. Although the term "gl'een belt"
indicates an emphasis on tree-planting, the project embrdces a full spectrum oC
land management actions.

101. In Burkina Faso, a $5 million contribution is being sought for a project [or
the development of the Sebba region, which will form part of a larger integrated
development programme for the Sahellan region of the country.

lO~. During the period under review, UNSO has made commendable progress in
providing technical and financial assistanca for desertification control activities
in the 22 countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region, in significantly strengthening
its programming and operational thrust tow6rds addressing the issues of prudent
managoment oC natural resources, environment and ecology, and in conceiving its
nctivities on the basis of the conc~pt of sustained and sustainable development.
At the same time, UNSO has refined its operatlonal m~dalities and, in that context,
unner-took measures to strengthen its field level activities and its co-operation
with UNE£" as manifested by the establishment of its new Regional Office at Nairobi.

/ ...
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Table 1. Projects for desertification control, 1987 Dnd 1980

Recipient country/
pruject title

B.u.r .k.i..nl;1 raso

Contributions to the trust fund
(United States dollars)*

19R1 1988

Tot.nl
project
value lJunur

Tp.chnicol support for
fuel-·ef ficient cooking
ntoveR and for village
plantations in Boulkiemde
nnd Snnguie tll

Integrated development
nf tha Sebre region

COp.El. V.e.rcle

Utilizi'\tion of wind
em) rqy ;:.1, bl

Et,h.i,qpia

E6t~blishment of fuelwood
plantation in Debre
nlrhnn al

Est~blihhment vf fuelwood
plantation in Nazret bl

Fuclwood plantations in
the north-western zone bl

c:umb i a

Fpeder roads in the
Uiunbi u bl

983 333 e.1

12 500 S;I

12 800 Cl

16 000 ~I

5 000 000 111

280 560 .c./

91 000 .Cl

202 660 G.I

526 662 S;I

999 333

5 000 000

293 060

12 800

91 000

202 660

526 662

Sweden

Denmark

DelUTIark

Dewnark

V~nmark

Denmar k

Gambia

~ National currency contributions have been converted into United StAtes
1\0111'\1' equivalent amounts by using the United Nations rate of exchange in efCl;;.:..'t un
the date of payment. Unpaid pledges have been recorded in United Stotes dollars
ur.ing the United Nations rate oC exchange in effect on 31 December 1988.
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Table 1 (continued)

Recipient countryl
project title

Contributions to the trust fund
(United States dollars)~

1987 1989

TotBl
project
value Donor-----------------

MauritAniA

Improved cooking
stoves AI

Construction of priority
feeder roads,
Mayahi-Kornaka AI

UNSO/CARE land management
programme in the Niger

Pilot ~roject for the
develo~ment of the
agro-forestry department
in Dosso

Technical support to the
ogro-forestry department
in Dosso

Pilot project for
regeneration of saline
soi ls AI

Feeder rood programme in
the Casamance AI, QI

Feeder road programme
in Senegal 121

Somalia

d nd measurement

216 126 ral

6 744 331 r.,1

1 000 000

983 333 el

37 645 r;1

1 000 000 r.,/

8 428 634 r.,1

1 052 000 r..1

59 584 r.,1

142 568 r..1

216 126

6 744 331

8 428 634

1 000 000

983 333

37 645

2 052 000

59 584

142 ~68

Norway

AfDB

Denmark

Sweden

Sweden

Canada

Italy

Senegal

Denmark

I • ••
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Recipient country/
project title

Table 1 (continued)

Contributions to the trust fund
(United States dollars).

1987 1988

Total
project
value Donor

Fuel briquette production
and promotion of improved
cooking stoves Q/

Afforestation and
reforestation in the
Northern region of the
Sudan 1;1/

UNSO/CARE South Kassala
land management project

Restocking of the gum-tree
belt in Northern Darfur

United Republic of
Tanzania

Establishment of a drought
and desertification
control division

Total 10 990 068

43 841 g/

234 995 g/

6 700 300 g/

1 721 696 g/

323 629 g/

19 824 129

43 841

234 995

6 700 300

1 721 696

323 629

30 814 197

Denmark

Denmark

Denmark

Norway

Norway

Q/ Additional funding approved in 1987 for vngoing activity.

~/ Additional funding approved in 1988 for ongoing activity.

~/ Earmarked resources.

g/ Trust fund contributions under standing trust fund agreement.

e/ Management services agreement.

/ ...
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Table 2. Summary or total resources mooilizec1 in 1987 ,-\0(\ lllllll

(United State'~ dollars)

-_._-------- ------------------"---_. --~-
_._. ~"....- -

1987 1908 To t. a1
--._-- _.._--...._-~. --- ...... -. -

Earmarked project resources mobilized B 023 402 19 80B 129 27 1331 531

Trust fund project resources mobilized 1 000 000 16 000 1 016 000

Pledges to UNSO gAnerel rfJSlJurces 6 834 870 7 582 571 pi 14 4]7 441
.__.______ _.r ______

Total resources mobilized through
the trust Cund 15 858 272 27 406 700 43 2(,4 972

Management services resources
mobilized 1 966 666 0 1 966 66fi

--- --_.._.._--
Total 17 824 938 27 406 700 a/ 45 231 ('31l

,_··r .•.• _···
" . "--

" -

al Does not include $1,414,784 pledged in November 1988 Cor 1919.

/ •• I



Table J. SWl'Imary of tot,al resources mobilizRc1 in 1987 find J.9flll
for the desertificatlon control mandate

(United States dollars)

A/44/351
F.: I 19f191 t1. 2
E\j(:-f 1 illh
F'nqn 1r,

1987 1988 TutuJ

Ennnt\t'ked project. resources mob! lized 279 071 le 169 883 lA 44A QS4

Trllflt: fund project resources mobilized 1 000 000 16 000 0) fj 000

Plnc1yes to UNSO general reSOUrCAG 6 834 8',0 7 582 571 al 1'1 417 '141

TlIl".i~ ) pt-oject resources mob llizec1
I.h l'ough the trust fund 8 113 941 25 768 454 ]J 8f12 39!)

Mi\nllql'm~nt serviee.; reaOl1reo~

lI\o~d 1iz~d 1 966 666 0 t %IJ (i (i fl

Tot.Cll 10 080 607 25 7 fj8 4~4 ] ~, H4l1 Oh)
......... _., ........_-_..- ·u...·._ ._ .•••_ ..

" . ". . -....~_..... "" -

tll Duel> not. iueludH $1,414,784 pledgfld in Novomber 11)88 fur 19H(l.

/ , . ,
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Notes

11 Repor.\:. ..Q.t._the Uni':ed..NDtions Con.fertnee on DeaertHict\tion, N611'obl,
29 August-.9Se.ptemb.l.L.l9.77 (A/C'ONF.14/Hl), chap. I.

Z1 See Q.f.f.!clal. J~~.cOIds.. Qf .the._.O.ene ra.l.AueIll1;lly I. .. fortJ..e th. Se ee ion,
Supplemeltt...N.Q •.. l5 (Al401 25), annex.

J I l.blc1., [Q..rJ;y...::U.J;:Q.IUL.s.tHi.liiau,.....S.u,pI!-UDltlnt .liQ...L..~.5 (1\/4 V 25 dllel Co t I. 1) ,
t\nJlElI< I.


