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President: Mr Francis . ..o oot (Trinidad and Tobago)

The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m.

Reports of the Second Committee

The President: The General Assembly will now
consider the reports of the Second Committee on
agenda items 15 to 23, 59, 120 and 135.

I now request the Rapporteur of the Committee,
Mr. Ivaylo Gatev of Bulgaria, to introduce the reports
of the Committee in one intervention.

Mr. Gatev (Bulgaria), Rapporteur of the Second
Committee: It is an honour for me to introduce to the
General Assembly the reports of the Second Committee
on agenda items allocated to it by the General Assembly
at its seventy-eighth session. These reports, contained
in documents A/78/458 to A/78/469, include the texts
of draft resolutions and decisions recommended by the
Second Committee to the General Assembly for adoption.
For the convenience of delegations, a checklist of action
taken in the Committee has been prepared and circulated
by the Secretariat in document A/C.2/78/INF/1.

At its first meeting at the seventy-eight session,
on 28 September, the Second Committee approved the
working arrangements of the Committee for the seventy-
eighth session, as set out in the organization of work of
the Committee, contained in A/C.2/78/L.1. As a result,
during this main part of the seventy-eighth session of
the General Assembly, the Second Committee held 25
plenary meetings, including its joint meeting with the
Economic and Social Council, as well as one side event.
The Committee also held its annual dialogue with the
Executive Secretaries of the Regional Commissions.

The Second Committee adopted a total of 43 draft
resolutions, eight of which were adopted by recorded
vote, and two draft decisions on the revitalization of
the Committee’s work. Under agenda item 15, entitled
“Information and communications technologies for
sustainable development”, the Second Committee
recommends in document A/78/458, paragraph 11, the
adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 16, entitled “Macroeconomic
policy questions”, the reports of the Committee is issued
in nine parts. The report under the chapeau is contained
in document A/78/459, and the recommendations are
contained in the chapeau, as well as in the addenda.

Under the chapeau ofitem 16, the Second Committee
recommends in document A/78/459, paragraph 9, the
adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 16 (a), entitled “International trade
and development”, the Second Committee recommends
in document A/78/459/Add.1, paragraph 25, the adoption
of two draft resolutions.

Under sub-item 16 (b), entitled “International
financial system and development”, the Second
Committee recommends in document A/78/459/Add.2,
paragraph 7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 16 (c), entitled “External debt
sustainability and development”, the Committee
recommends in document A/78/459/Add. 3, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.
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Under sub-item 16 (d), entitled “Commodities”, the
Second Committee recommends in document A/78/459/
Add.4, paragraph 7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 16 (e), entitled “Financial inclusion
for sustainable development”, the Second Committee
recommends in document A/78/459/Add.5, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 16 (f), entitled “Promotion of
international cooperation to combat illicit financial
flows and strengthen good practices on assets return to
foster sustainable development”, the Second Committee
recommends in document A/78/459/Add.6, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 16 (g), entitled “Promoting
investments for sustainable development”, the Second
Committee recommends in document A/78/459/Add.7,
paragraph 7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 16 (h), entitled “Promotion of
inclusive and effective international cooperation on tax
matters at the United Nations”, the Second Committee
recommends in document A/78/459/Add.8, paragraph
12, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 17, entitled “Follow-up to and
implementation of the outcomes of the International
Conferences on Financing for Development”, the
Committee recommends in document A/78/460,
paragraph 12, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 18, entitled “Sustainable
development”, the report of the Committee is issued
in 11 parts. The report under the chapeau is contained
in document A/78/461 and the recommendations are
contained in the chapeau, as well as in the addenda.

Under the chapeau of agenda item 18, the Second
Committee recommends in document A/78/461,
paragraph 53, the adoption of nine draft resolutions.

Under sub-item 18 (a), entitled “Towards
the achievement of sustainable development:
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, including through sustainable
consumption and production, building on Agenda
217, the Second Committee recommends in document
A/78/461/Add.1, paragraph 7, the adoption of one
draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (b), entitled “Follow-up to and
implementation of the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of
Action (SAMOA) Pathway and the Mauritius Strategy
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for the Further Implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States”, the Second Committee
recommends in document A/78/461/Add.2, paragraph
8, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (c), entitled “Disaster risk
reduction”, the Second Committee recommends, in
document A/78/461/Add.3, paragraph 7, the adoption of
one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (d), entitled “Protection of
global climate for present and future generations of
humankind”, the Second Committee recommends, in
document A/78/461/Add.4, paragraph 11, the adoption
of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (e), entitled “Implementation
of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly
in Africa”, the Second Committee recommends, in
document A/78/461/Add.5, paragraph 7, the adoption of
one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (f), entitled “Convention
on Biological Diversity”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/461/Add.6, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (g), entitled “Education for
sustainable development”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/461/Add.7, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (h), entitled “Ensuring access to
affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for
all”, the Second Committee recommends, in document
A/78/461/Add.8, paragraph 7, the adoption of one
draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (i), entitled “Combating sand
and dust storms”, the Second Committee recommends,
in document A/78/461/Add.9, paragraph 7, the adoption
of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 18 (j), entitled “Strengthening
cooperation for integrated coastal zone management
for achieving sustainable development”, the Second
Committee recommends, in document A/78/461/Add.10,
paragraph 7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 19, entitled “Globalization and
interdependence”, the report of the Committee is issued
in four parts. The report under the chapeau is contained
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in document A/78/462, and the recommendations are
contained in the following addenda.

Under sub-item 19 (a), entitled “Science, technology
and innovation for sustainable development”, the Second
Committee recommends, in document A/78/462/Add.1,
paragraph 7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 19 (b), entitled “Culture and
sustainable development”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/462/Add.2, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 19 (c), entitled “Development
cooperation with middle-income countries”, the Second
Committee recommends, in document A/78/462/Add.3,
paragraph 7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 20, entitled “Groups of
countries in special situations”, the report of the
Committee is issued in three parts. The report under
the chapeau is contained in document A/78/463,
and the recommendations are contained in the
following addenda.

Under sub-item 20 (a), entitled “Follow-up to the
Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries”, the Second Committee recommends, in
document A/78/463/Add.1, paragraph 8, the adoption of
one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 20 (b), entitled “Follow-up to the
second United Nations Conference on Landlocked
Developing Countries”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/463/Add.2, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 21, entitled “Eradication of
poverty and other development issues”, the report
of the Committee is issued in three parts. The report
under the chapeau is contained in document A/78/464,
and the recommendations are contained in the
following addenda.

Under sub-item 21 (a), entitled “Implementation of
the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication
of Poverty (2018-2027)”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/464/Add.1, paragraph
8, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 21 (b), entitled “Eradicating rural
poverty to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”, the Second Committee recommends, in
document A/78/464/Add.2, paragraph 7, the adoption of
one draft resolution.
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Under agenda item 22, entitled “Operational
activities for development”, the report of the
Committee is issued in three parts. The report under
the chapeau is contained in document A/78/465,
and the recommendations are contained in the
following addenda.

Under sub-item 22 (a), entitled “Operational
activities for development of the United Nations
system”, the Second Committee recommends, in
document A/78/465/Add.1, paragraph 7, the adoption of
one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 22 (b), entitled “South-South
cooperation for development”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/465/Add.2, paragraph
7, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 23, entitled “Agriculture
development, food security and nutrition”, the report
of the Committee is issued in three parts. The report
under the chapeau is contained in document A/78/466,

and the recommendations are contained in the
following addenda.
Under sub-item 23 (a), entitled “Agriculture

development, food security and nutrition”, the Second
Committee recommends, in document A/78/466/Add.1,
paragraph 8, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under sub-item 23 (b), entitled “Natural plant fibres
and sustainable development”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/466/Add.2, paragraph
6, the adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 59, entitled ‘“Permanent
sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan
over their natural resources”, the Second Committee
recommends, in document A/78/467, paragraph 16, the
adoption of one draft resolution.

Under agenda item 120, entitled “Revitalization
of the work of the General Assembly”, the Second
Committee recommends, in document A/78/468,
paragraph 7, the adoption of two draft decisions.

Under agenda item 135, the last agenda item, entitled
“Programme planning”, as indicated in paragraph 2 of
document A/78/469, no action was required on the item.

That concludes my introduction of the reports
of the Second Committee before the Assembly.
Although it was not possible to find consensus on all
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the texts negotiated in the Committee, all delegations
demonstrated a strong commitment to achieving the
best possible outcome in support of our common goals,
thereby enabling the Committee to conclude its work
on time.

In conclusion, on behalf of the Bureau of the
Second Committee, I would like to express our
appreciation to all the facilitators and coordinators and
to all delegations for their constructive participation
and engagement throughout the session.

I also take this opportunity to acknowledge the
leadership of the Chair of the Committee, His Excellency
Ambassador Carlos Amorin of Uruguay, who led us with
a steady hand, but also with a great sense of humour,
even if — [ must admit — [ was sometimes a little slow
on the uptake. I also wish to recognize the work of the
Committee Vice-Chairs, namely, Mr. Jeswuni Abudu-
Birresborn of Ghana, Mr. Diego Antonino Cimino of
Italy, and Ms. Nichamon May Hsieh of Thailand. It has
been a privilege and a great pleasure to serve alongside
them all.

I also express my gratitude to Ms. Stefany
Romero Veiga for always being available to discuss
matters relating to the Committee’s work. Let me also
express the gratitude of the Bureau to the Secretary
of the Second Committee, Ms. Emer Heriti, and her
team from the Department for General Assembly and
Conference Management — Lesley Brough, Rachel
Stein-Holmes and Chihiro Mitsuda — for their support
and guidance, as well as to Neil Pierre, Fred Soltau
and Joop Theunissen of the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs and other substantive offices that
supported the work of the Committee.

Finally, 1 take this opportunity to wish all
delegations very happy holidays and some much-
deserved rest.

The President: I thank the Rapporteur of the
Second Committee.

The positions of delegations regarding the
recommendations of the Committee have been made
clear in the Committee and are reflected in the relevant
official records.

Therefore, if there is no proposal under rule 66 of
the rules of procedure, I shall take it that the General
Assembly decides not to discuss the reports of the
Committee that are before the Assembly today.
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It was so decided.

The President: Statements will therefore be limited
to explanations of vote or position.

May I remind members that in accordance with
General Assembly decision 34/401, a delegation should,
as far as possible, explain its vote only once, that is,
either in the Committee or in plenary meeting, unless
that delegation’s vote in plenary meeting is different
from its vote in the Committee, and that explanations
are limited to 10 minutes and should be made by
delegations from their seats.

When there are multiple proposals under an agenda
item, statements in explanation of vote or position
before the voting on any or all of them should be made
in one intervention, followed by action on all of them,
one by one. Thereafter, there will be an opportunity for
statements in explanation after decisions on any or all
of them in one intervention.

Before we begin to take action on the
recommendations contained in the reports of the
Committee, I would like to advise representatives that
we will proceed to take decisions in the same manner
as was done in the Committee, unless the Secretariat is
notified otherwise in advance.

That means that where separate or recorded votes
were taken, we will do the same. I also hope that we may
proceed to adopt without a vote those recommendations
that were adopted without a vote in the Committee. The
results of the voting will be uploaded on the e-deleGATE
portal under plenary announcements.

I would like to draw the attention of members to
a note by the Secretariat entitled “List of proposals
contained in the reports of the Second Committee for
consideration by the General Assembly”, which has
been issued as document A/C.2/78/INF/1.

Members are reminded that additional co-sponsors
are no longer accepted now that draft resolutions and
decisions have been adopted in the Committee. Any
clarification about co-sponsorship should be addressed
to the Secretary of the Committee. Furthermore, any
corrections to the voting intentions of delegations
after the voting has concluded on a proposal should be
addressed directly to the Secretariat after the meeting.
I count on the cooperation of members in avoiding any
interruptions to our proceedings in that regard.
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Agenda item 15

Information and communications technologies for
sustainable development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/458)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 11 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/132).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
agenda item 157

It was so decided.

Agenda item 16
Macroeconomic policy questions
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 9 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/133).

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 16.

(a) International trade and development

Report of the Second Committee
(A/78/459/Add.1)

The President: The Assembly has before it
two draft resolutions recommended by the Second
Committee in paragraph 25 of its report.

We will now take a decision on draft resolutions I
and II, one by one.

Draft resolution I is entitled “International trade
and development”. Separate recorded votes have been
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requested on operative paragraphs 28 and 29. I shall
first put the vote operative paragraph 28.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,

Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan,
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo
Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives,  Mauritania, = Mauritius, = Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Qatar,
Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South
Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against:

Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Equatorial
Guinea, Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Latvia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro,
Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North
Macedonia, Norway, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America
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Abstaining: Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco,
Tirkiye Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), North

Operative paragraph 28 was retained by 115 votes
to 54, with 1 abstention.

[Subsequently, the delegation of Paraguay informed
the Secretariat that it had intended to vote in favour.]

The President: I now put to the vote operative

paragraph 29 of draft resolution I.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:

Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian
Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri
Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Tiirkiye, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against:
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Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia,
Denmark, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Libya, Liechtenstein,

Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkmenistan, Ukraine

Abstaining:
Australia, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand,
Republic of Korea, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America

Operative paragraph 29 was retained by 120 votes
to 43, with 8 abstentions.

The President: The Committee adopted draft
resolution I as a whole without a vote. May I take it that
the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution I, as a whole, was adopted
(resolution 78/134).

The President: Draft resolution II is entitled
“Unilateral economic measures as a means of political
and economic coercion against developing countries”.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana,
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian
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Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South
Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-
Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab Emirates,
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against:
Australia, Canada, Israel, Lithuania, New Zealand,
Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining:

Albania, Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Malta,
Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands (Kingdom of
the), North Macedonia, Norway, Palau, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Tirkiye

Draft resolution Il was adopted by 128 votes to 8,
with 43 abstentions (resolution 78/135).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (a) of agenda item 16?

It was so decided.
(b) International financial system and development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/136).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (b) of agenda item 16?
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It was so decided.
(c) External debt sustainability and development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.3)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/137).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (c) of agenda item 16?

It was so decided.
(d) Commodities
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.4)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/138).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (d) of agenda item 16?

It was so decided.
(e) Financial inclusion for sustainable development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.5)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/139).
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The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (e) of agenda item 16?

It was so decided.

(f) Promotion of international cooperation to
combat illicit financial flows and strengthen
good practices on assets return to foster
sustainable development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.6)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in

paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/140).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (f) of agenda item 16?

It was so decided.

(g) Promoting investments for sustainable
development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.7)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/141).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (g) of agenda item 16?

It was so decided.
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(h) Promotion of inclusive and effective
international cooperation on tax matters at the
United Nations

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/459/Add.8)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 12 of its report.

I would like to inform members that action on the
draft resolution is postponed to a later date to allow time
for the review of its programme budget implications by
the Fifth Committee. The Assembly will take action on
the draft resolution as soon as the report of the Fifth
Committee on its programme budget implications
is available.

The General Assembly has thus concluded this
stage of its consideration of sub-item (h) of agenda
item 16.

Agenda item 17

Follow-up to and implementation of the outcomes
of the International Conferences on Financing for
Development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/460)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 12 of its report.

I would like to inform members that action on the
draft resolution is postponed to a later date to allow time
for the review of its programme budget implications by
the Fifth Committee. The Assembly will take action on
the draft resolution as soon as the report of the Fifth
Committee on its programme budget implications
is available.

The General Assembly has thus concluded this
stage of its consideration of agenda item 17.
Agenda item 18
Sustainable development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461)

The President: The Assembly has before it
nine draft resolutions recommended by the Second
Committee in paragraph 53 of its report.

We will now take a decision on draft resolutions I
to IX, one by one.
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Draft resolution I is entitled “International
cooperation and coordination for the human and
ecological rehabilitation and economic development
of the Semipalatinsk region of Kazakhstan”. The
Committee adopted draft resolution I without a vote.
May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution I was adopted (resolution 78/142).

The President: Draft resolution II is entitled “Oil
slick on Lebanese shores”.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
Coéte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark,
Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland,

France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,

India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan,

Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,

Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia,
Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom of the),
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, North
Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis,
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San
Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand,
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Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Tirkiye, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab
Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen,
Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against:
Australia, Canada, Israel, Micronesia (Federated
States of)), Nauru, Palau, United States of America

Abstaining:
Cameroon, Guatemala, Kiribati,
Guinea, South Sudan, Tonga

Papua New

Draft resolution Il was adopted by 164 votes to 7,
with 6 abstentions (resolution 78/143).

The President: Draft resolution III is entitled
“Agricultural technology for sustainable development”.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Barbados, Belarus,
Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada,
Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus,
Czechia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland,
France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Malta, Marshall Islands,
Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States
of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Myanmar,
Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New
Zealand, Niger, North Macedonia, Norway, Palau,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts
and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San
Marino, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands,
South Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Sweden,
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Switzerland, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tiirkiye, Tuvalu, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,
United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against:

Algeria, Bahrain, Brunei Darussalam, Cuba,
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti,
Egypt, Guinea, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritania, Morocco,
Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab
Emirates, Yemen

Abstaining:
Angola, Bangladesh, Bolivia (Plurinational State
of), Guinea-Bissau, Indonesia, Mozambique,
Namibia, Nigeria, Russian Federation, South Africa

Draft resolution 11l was adopted by 135 votes to 26,
with 10 abstentions (resolution 78/144).

[Subsequently, the delegation of Indonesia informed
the Secretariat that it had intended to vote against;
the delegation of Senegal informed the Secretariat
that it had intended to not participate in the voting.]

The President: Draft resolution IV is entitled
“Sustainable and resilient tourism and sustainable
development in Central America and the Dominican
Republic”. The Committee adopted draft resolution IV
without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes
to do likewise?

Draftresolution IV was adopted (resolution 78/145).

The President: Draft resolution V is entitled
“Cooperative measures to assess and increase
awareness of environmental effects related to waste
originating from chemical munitions dumped at sea”.
The Committee adopted draft resolution V without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

Draft resolution V was adopted (resolution 78/146).

The President: Draft resolution VI is entitled
“Central Asia facing environmental challenges:
fostering  regional  solidarity  for  sustainable
development and prosperity”. The Committee adopted
draft resolution VI without a vote. May I take it that the
Assembly wishes to do likewise?
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Draftresolution VIwas adopted (resolution 78/147).

The President: Draft resolution VII is entitled
“Strengthening the links between all modes of transport
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals”. The
Committee adopted draft resolution VII without a vote.
May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft resolution VII was
(resolution 78/148).

The President: Draftresolution VIIIisentitled “The
pivotal role of reliable and stable energy connectivity
in driving sustainable development”. The Committee
adopted draft resolution VIII without a vote. May I take
it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

adopted

Draft resolution VIII was adopted (resolution 78/149).

The President: Draft resolution IX is entitled
“Achieving gender equality and empowering all

women and girls for realizing all Sustainable
Development Goals”.
A recorded vote has been requested.
A recorded vote was taken.
In favour:
Albania, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados,

Belgium, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational
State of ), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Cabo Verde, Canada, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
Coéte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia,

Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,

India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica,
Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia,
Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,

Madagascar, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Marshall
Islands, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated
States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro,

Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal,
Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North
Macedonia, Norway, Palau, Panama, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
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Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, South Sudan,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland,
Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, Tiirkiye, Ukraine,
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic
of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay,
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam

Against:
None

Abstaining:
Algeria, Bahrain, Belarus, Botswana, Brunei
Darussalam, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon,

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti,
Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Iran (Islamic Republic
of), Iraq, Jordan, Kiribati, Kuwait, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Libya, Malaysia,
Mauritania, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Philippines, Russian Federation, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Sudan,
Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Yemen,
Zimbabwe

Draft resolution IX was adopted by 128 votes to
none, with 46 abstentions (resolution 78/150).

[Subsequently, the delegations of China, Jamaica
and Mali informed the Secretariat that they had
intended to abstain.]

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 18.

(a) Towards the achievement of sustainable
development: implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, including
through sustainable consumption and
production, building on Agenda 21

Report of the Second Committee
(A/78/461/ Add.1)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee
in paragraph 7 of its report, entitled “Promoting
sustainable consumption and production patterns for
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, building on Agenda 21”.
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We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/151).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (a) of agenda item 18?

It was so decided.

(b) Follow-up to and implementation of the SIDS
Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)
Pathway and the Mauritius Strategy for the
Further Implementation of the Programme
of Action for the Sustainable Development of
Small Island Developing States

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 8 of its report.

I should like to inform members that action on the
draft resolution is postponed to a later date to allow time
for the review of its programme budget implications by
the Fifth Committee. The Assembly will take action on
the draft resolution as soon as the report of the Fifth
Committee on its programme budget implications
is available.

The General Assembly has thus concluded this
stage of its consideration of sub-item (b) of agenda
item 18.

(c) Disaster risk reduction
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.3)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/152).

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of sub-item (c)
of agenda item 18.
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(d) Protection of global climate for present and
future generations of humankind

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.4)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 11 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.

A separate recorded vote has been requested on
operative paragraph 16.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Chile, China, Congo, Cote
d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic
of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar,

Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Marshall
Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia,

Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe

Against:
Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
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Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, = Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands
(Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Tirkiye, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining:
Colombia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Kiribati

Operative paragraph 16 was retained by 117 votes
to 50, with 4 abstentions.

The President: The Committee adopted the draft
resolution as a whole without a vote. May I take it that
the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/153).

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of sub-item (d)
of agenda item 18.

(e) Implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.5)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/154).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (e) of agenda item 18?

It was so decided.
(f) Convention on Biological Diversity
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.6)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee
in paragraph 7 of its report, entitled “Implementation
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of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its
contribution to sustainable development”.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/155).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (f) of agenda item 18?

It was so decided.
(g) Education for sustainable development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.7)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee
in paragraph 7 of its report, entitled “Education for
sustainable development in the framework of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development”.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/156).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (g) of agenda item 18?

It was so decided.

(h) Ensuring access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable and modern energy for all

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.8)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/157).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (h) of agenda item 18?
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It was so decided.
(i) Combating sand and dust storms
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.9)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada,
Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia,
Congo, Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba,
Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon,

Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland,

India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan,
Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco,
Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands (Kingdom
of the), New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
North Macedonia, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Palau,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian
Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San
Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles,
Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South

13/19



A/78/PV.49

19/12/2023

Sudan, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden,
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Tirkiye, Turkmenistan, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United

Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,

Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe
Against:

Israel, Nauru, United States of America
Abstaining:

None

The draft resolution was adopted by 176 votes to 3
(resolution 78/158).

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of sub-item (i)
of agenda item 18.

(j) Strengthening cooperation for integrated
coastal zone management for achieving
sustainable development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/461/Add.10)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/159).

The President: Before giving the floor for
explanations of vote after the voting, I would like to
remind delegations that explanations of vote are limited
to 10 minutes and should be made by delegations from
their seats.

Ms. Marin Sevilla (Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela) (spoke in Spanish): The Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela is not party to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
Therefore, its norms are not applicable when it comes
to conventional law or customary law, except for
those that the Venezuelan State has recognized or will
recognize in the future, by incorporating them into its
national legislation. Venezuela believes that UNCLOS
is not universal, unlike other instruments.
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Consequently, our consistent position in various
international forums has been that the Convention
should not be considered the only legal framework
that regulates all activities carried out in the seas and
oceans. There are other international instruments,
which, along with the Convention, we believe constitute
the legal framework for the “law of the sea”. For the
sake of consensus, however, our delegation voted in
favour of resolutions 78/146 and 78/159. Nonetheless,
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expresses its
reservations about the references made to UNCLOS in
the resolutions.

Ms. Istemil Aydil (Tiirkiye): Tiirkiye has joined
consensus on the resolution entitled “Strengthening
cooperation for integrated coastal zone management for
achieving sustainable development” (resolution 78/159)
under agenda item 18 (j). Tirkiye is fully committed to
the protection of the coastal and marine environment
and supports the efforts to strengthen cooperation for
integrated and sustainable coastal zone management.
However, we would like to note that Tiirkiye is not
party to the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) and put on record that UNCLOS is
not the only legal framework that regulates all activities
in the oceans and seas.

We also note that the reasons that prevent Tiirkiye
from becoming party to UNCLOS remain valid. In line
with our position on UNCLOS, Tiirkiye disassociates
itself from references made to the Convention in the
resolution. Those references should therefore not be
interpreted as a change in Tiirkiye’s legal position.

We also asked for the floor to speak on the
resolution on cooperative measures to assess and
increase awareness of environmental effects related to
waste originating from chemical munitions dumped at
sea (resolution 78/146). We believe that this resolution
is an important step in raising awareness of the
environmental effects related to waste originating
from chemical munitions dumped at sea. However,
Tiirkiye disassociates itself from the references made
in the resolution to international instruments to which
it is not a party. Those references, therefore, cannot be
construed as a change in the legal position of Tirkiye
with regard to those instruments.

We would also like to underline that Tiirkiye does
not consider the language from the omnibus resolution
on oceans and the law of the sea (resolution 78/69) with
regard to the United Nations Convention on the Law of
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the Sea as agreed language and, consequently, calls for
a vote on that resolution every year.

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude it consideration of
sub-item (j) of agenda item 18?

It was so decided.

Agenda item 19
Globalization and interdependence
Report of the Committee (A/78/462)

The President: May 1 take it that the General
Assembly wishes to take note of the report of the
Second Committee?

It was so decided.

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 19.

(a) Science, technology and innovation for
sustainable development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/462/Add.1)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/160).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (a) of agenda item 19?

It was so decided.
(b) Culture and sustainable development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/462/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?
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The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/161).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (b) of agenda item 19?

(c) Development cooperation with middle-income
countries

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/462/Add.3)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/162).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (c) of agenda item 19 and agenda item 19, as
a whole?

It was so decided.

Agenda item 20
Groups of countries in special situations
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/463)

The President: May I take it that the General
Assembly wishes to take note of the report of
the Committee?

It was so decided.

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 20.

(a) Follow-up to the Fifth United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/463/Add.1)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 8 of its report.

I should like to inform members that action on the
draft resolution is postponed to a later date to allow time
for the review of its programme budget implications by
the Fifth Committee. The Assembly will take action on
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the draft resolution as soon as the report of the Fifth
Committee on its programme budget implications
is available.

The General Assembly has thus concluded this
stage of its consideration of sub-item (a) of agenda
item 20.

(b) Follow-up to the second United Nations
Conference on Landlocked Developing
Countries

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/463/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Second Committee adopted the draft resolution
without a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes
to do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/163).

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of sub-item (b)
of agenda item 20.

Agenda item 21
Eradication of poverty and other development issues

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/464)

The President: May I take it that the General
Assembly wishes to take note of the report of
the Committee?

It was so decided.

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 21.

(a) Implementation of the Third United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty
(2018-2027)

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/464/Add.1).

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 8 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
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a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/164).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (a) of agenda item 21?

It was so decided.

(b) Eradicating rural poverty to implement the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/464/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.

A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:
Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,

Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana,
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cote d’Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar,
Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation,
Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon
Islands, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sri
Lanka, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago,
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Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay,
Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Against:
Albania, Andorra, Australia, Austria, Belgium,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece,

Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands
(Kingdom of the), New Zealand, North Macedonia,
Norway, Palau, Poland, Portugal, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Abstaining:
Tirkiye
The draft resolution was adopted by 125 to 50, with
1 abstention (resolution 78/165).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (b) of agenda item 21 and item 21 as a whole?

It was so decided.

Agenda item 22
Operational activities for development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/465)

The President: May I take it that the General
Assembly wishes to take note of the report of
the Committee?

It was so decided.

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 22.

(a) Operational activities for development of the
United Nations system

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/465/Add.1)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 7 of its report.
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We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/166).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of

sub-item (a) of agenda item 227
It was so decided.

(b) South-South cooperation for development
Report of the Second Committee (A/78/465/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee

in paragraph 7 of its report, entitled “South-

South cooperation”.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/167).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (b) of agenda item 22 and item 22 as a whole?

It was so decided.

Agenda item 23

Agriculture development, food security and
nutrition

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/466)

The President: May I take it that the General
Assembly wishes to take note of the report of
the Committee?

It was so decided.

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 23.
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(a) Agriculture development, food security and
nutrition

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/466/Add.1)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 8 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do
the likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/168).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (a) under agenda item 23?

It was so decided.

(b) Natural plant fibres and sustainable
development

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/466/Add.2)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 6 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
The Committee adopted the draft resolution without
a vote. May I take it that the Assembly wishes to
do likewise?

The draft resolution was adopted (resolution 78/169).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
sub-item (b) of agenda item 23 and agenda item 23 as
a whole?

It was so decided.

Agenda item 59

Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people

in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the
occupied Syrian Golan over their natural resources

Report of the Second Committee (A/78/467)

The President: The Assembly has before it a draft
resolution recommended by the Second Committee in
paragraph 16 of its report.

We will now take a decision on the draft resolution.
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A recorded vote has been requested.

A recorded vote was taken.

In favour:

Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua
and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh,
Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin,
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa
Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Denmark, Djibouti,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Eritrea, Estonia, FEthiopia, Finland, France,
Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece,
Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica,
Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius,
Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal,
Netherlands (Kingdom of the), New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, North Macedonia,
Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian
Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino,
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia,
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Tiirkiye, Turkmenistan, Uganda,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Viet
Nam, Yemen, Zimbabwe

Against:
Canada, Israel, Micronesia (Federated States of),
Nauru, Palau, United States of America
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Abstaining:
Australia, Cameroon, Codte d’Ivoire, Guatemala,
Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Solomon
Islands, South Sudan, Togo, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

The draft resolution was adopted by 158 to 6, with
13 abstentions (resolution 78/170).

The President: May I take it that it is the wish of
the General Assembly to conclude its consideration of
agenda item 59?

It is so decided.

Agenda item 120
Revitalization of the work of the General Assembly
Report of the Committee (A/78/468)

The President: The Assembly has before it two
draft decisions recommended by the Second Committee
in paragraph 7 of its report.

We will now take decisions on draft decisions I and
11, one by one.

Draft decision I is entitled “Revitalization of the
work of the Second Committee”. The Committee
adopted draft decision I without a vote. May I take it
that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft decision I was adopted (decision 78/534).

The President: Draft decision II is entitled “Draft
programme of work of the Second Committee for the

23-41212

seventy-ninth session of the General Assembly”. The
Committee adopted draft decision II without a vote.
May I take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise?

Draft decision 1l was adopted (decision 78/535).

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 120.

Agenda item 135
Programme planning
Report of the Committee (A/78/469)

The President: May [ take it that the General
Assembly wishes to take note of the report of
the Committee?.

It was so decided.

The President: The General Assembly has thus
concluded this stage of its consideration of agenda
item 135.

The General Assembly has thus concluded its
consideration of all the reports of the Second Committee
before it for this meeting.

On behalf of the General Assembly, I would like to
thank His Excellency Mr. Carlos Amorin of Uruguay,
Chair of the Second Committee, the members of the
Bureau, representatives and the Secretary of the
Committee for a job well done.

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m.
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