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Ta'izz Governorate, Yemem
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\. Timeline of Ten Detained Journalists by De Facto Authorities
» Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen (GEE Yemen) y

Ten detained journalists from the Al Rabie network

Ten journalists, arbitrarily detained since 2015, were convicted on 11 April 2020 They should have thus been immediately released. As of 30 June 2020, only one

B 2

of national security offences arising out of their broadcasts and writing. Four of the six had been released, while the others reportedly are to be released as
journalists were sentenced to death. They are currently appealing the decision. part of a prisoners’ exchange. This case exemplifies the way in which journalists
Six journalists were sentenced to time already served, with three years of have been subjected to a continuum (pattern) of violations motivated by silencing
assigned residence and the appointment of a guarantor. their work.

INITIAL ARREST AND DETENTION

9 June: Arrest of the first 9 journalists

Abdulkhaleq Ahmed Amran, Akram Saleh Al-Walidi, Al Hareth Saleh Hamid,
Tawfig Mohammed Al-Mansouri, Hisham Ahmed Tarmoom, Hisham Abdulmalik 28 August: Arrest of the 10th journalist
Al-Yousefi, Haitham Abdulrahman Al-Shihab, Essam Amin Balgheeth and Hassan
Abdullah Annab are arrested from their hotel and detained.

Defendents held incommunicado and subject to torture and ill-treatment.

Saleh Mohammad Al Qadi arrested and taken from his house and detained

July: Hunger strike

The defendants started a hunger strike in Habra prison to protest the
ill-treatment and denial of their rights.

The defendants are known to be held at the Political Security Prison in
Sana'a alter having been held incommunicado.

18 February: Indictment

X N The indictment was issued by the Head of the Specialized Criminal Court
9 December: First court hearing in Sana'a.

Held before the Specialised Criminal Court in Sana‘a.

SENTENCING AND APPEALS

1
[ 4 11 April: Sentencing

I'he Specialised Criminal Court in Sana’a sentenced four journalists to death
and ordered the release of the other six for time served

Abdulkhaleg Akra Al Hareth Tawfig i Hisham | Hisham Haitham Essam Hassan Salah
Ahmed Saleh Saleh Mohammed ~ Ahmed Abdulmalik Abdulrahman Amin Abdullah  Mohammad
Amran Al-Walidi Hamid Al-Mansouri  Tarmoom  Al-Yousefi ~ Al-Shihab  Balgheeth Annab Al Qadi

| L
Sentenced to death To be released for time served
20 April & 24 April: first journalist released
|
Defendants sentenced to 29 April: Appeal filed 218 ]

3 : eptember :
death instructed their ¢ R P Salah Mohammed Al Qadi is released upon
lawyer to appeal against Five journalists remain in the appointment of a guarantor and on
the decision of the Court. prison despite release order. condition of non-disclosure.

Created: 21 September 2020 Authors: GEE Yemen, IMDA/ERS, OHCHR Sources: GEE Yemen Contact: GEE_Yemen@ohchr.org standup4humanrights.org
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GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE (GBV)
DURING THE CONFLICT IN YEMEN:

During three years of investigations the Group of
Experts has verified that between 2015 and 2020,
the parties to the conflict committed GBV including
rape and other forms of sexual violence against
women, men, girls, boys, and people with non-binary
gender identity, across communities in Yemen.

I considered killing myself,
but there was nothing in my
cell I could find to do it.
When they threatened to
shoot or kill me I ended up
hoping they would just do it
to spare me from the pain.”
— Woman survivor of rape,
May 2020

I want people to know what
is really happening in
Yemen, the torture, the
rape. | want the sexual
violence they are doing to
our women to stop. Survi-
vors haven't had any justice.
I want the voices of the
voiceless to be heard.”

— Woman survivor of rape,
January 2020

Creation Date: 22 Sept. 2020 Sources: Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen

These findings are an indication of wider patterns of GBV
committed by all parties to the conflict throughout Yemen.
In its third report, the Group verified the following:

WOMEN AND GIRLS

Houthi forces detained women and girls in a series of secret
facilities and subjected them to a routine of humiliation and
torture, including rape and other forms of sexual violence.

ETHIOPIAN MIGRANTS

UAE-backed Security Belt forces (SBFs) conducted the
mass arrest of thousands of Ethiopian migrants, during
which they subjected women, men, girls and boys to rape
and other forms of sexual violence. SBFs were also previously
found by the Group to have targeted Ethiopian migrants and
Somalian refugees in similar circumstances in 2016-2018.

PEOPLE WITH NON-CONFORMING
SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND
GENDER IDENTITY (SOGI)

Houthi forces and SBFs detained people on the basis of
their SOGI, and subjected them to ill-treatment and torture
including rape, and other forms of sexual violence.

MEN AND BOYS

Government of Yemen forces at Ma'arib Political Security
Prison, and Houthi forces at al-Saleh City Prison, Tai'zz,
used sexual violence as part of torture against men and boys.
Prior to their withdrawal in 2019 United Arab Emirates
forces at Bureiqa Coalition Base committed further rapes
and other sexual violence as part of torture. Including the
Group's previous findings, the Government, SBF, Coalition,
and Houthi forces have all committed sexual violence against
men and boys in detention in facilities throughout Yemen.

WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Government, the Southern Transitional Council and Houthi
de facto authorities have harassed, detained and
threatened women human rights defenders on the basis of
their gender or their work defending women'’s rights.

Contact: GEE_Yemen@ohchr.org
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VIOLATIONS AGAINST CHILDREN IN
YEMEN:

The Group of Experts has verified how parties to
the conflict continued committing violations
against children in Yemen, including child
recruitment, and violations of their right to
education. The Group's verified figures only provide
a partial account of the scale and nature of child
recruitment in Yemen, which risks the lives of boys
in all governorates, and girls in Houthi-controlled
territory, and puts them at risk of other violations.

BOYS (AGED 7-17)

were recruited by the Houthis in all
Governorates under their control.
through campaigns inside schools
and detention centers, abduction,
and peer recruitment. Many died in

A/HRC/45/CRP.7

The Group of Experts found that poverty and hunger were
powerful push factors driving child recruitment. In its third
report, the Group of Experts found that the Houthis, the
Government of Yemen and coalition forces all recruited and
used children in hostilities.

BOYS (AGED 13-17)

were recruited by brigades in south
-central Yemen with the alleged
involvement of Coalition forces
and/or the Government of Yemen,
transferred over 2,000km into

hostilities. Saudi Arabia for training and used
in combat in northern Yemen. Some
died in hostilities and others were

captured and detained by the Houthis.

BOYS (AGED 13-15)

were recruited by the Shabwah
Special Forces of the Government
of Yemen and were used in combat
in the South. Some were captured
and detained by Southern
Transitional Council forces.

GIRLS

were allegedly recruited and used
by the Houthis as spies, recruiters
of other children, guards, medics,
and members of the all-female
paramilitary group, the Zainabiyat.

Imagine the shock and horror of the
situation, when a kid no more than 15
years, who has never seen a battle
before, witnesses over 30 people killed,
and scores injured... Now, at the mere
sight of a weapon or any form of
violence, he changes. Truly. He's so
afraid that he can't even leave the house.”

— Brother of a former Houthi child soldier

“Our family was in a difficult economic
situation and needed the money from
the promised salary. [We] hoped that

our son would stay close to home... The
war is taking young lives.

— Father of a boy recruited by the

Government of Yemen

Creation Date: 24 Sept. 2020 Sources: Group of Eminent Experts on Yemen Contact: GEE_Yemen@ohchr.org
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