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errors on p are estimated by the authors!? to be
+0.02, due mainly to the subtraction of radiative-
tails. Finally the fact that for x >0.1 the nucleus
does indeed behave like a noninteracting collec-
tion of protons and neutrons suggests that if scal-
ing is valid, high-Z targets can be used for the
study of muon-nucleon scattering at very high en-
ergies.
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The large unexplained deviations of the experimental muonic 4-3 transitions in Ba and
5-4 transitions in Pb from calculations were found not to be existent. The absolute en-
ergies of these transitions agree, on the average, with theory to within 10 eV: The dif-
ferences between experimental and calculated energies EAC —~E®*P ape +2+13 and — 2
+12 eV for the u™-Ba 4f;/,-3d 3/, and 4 ;/,-3d;/, transitions, respectively, and 10+16 and
—13+14 eV for the u"-Pb 5g;/~4 5/, and 5gy/,-4 ¢/, transitions, respectively.

Several experiments have been!performed in
recent years to check the validity of quantum
electrodynamics (QED) by x-ray transitions in
muonic atoms, where the vacuum polarization is
the largest QED correction.!”* One of these ex-
periments? showed significant deviations from
calculations for energies above 400 keV, the ex-
perimental values being smaller than the calcu-
lated ones. The measurement of Ref. 3 seemed
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to confirm the deviations of Ref. 2, though it is
not really incompatible with calculations. The
recent measurement of the p-He Lamb shift? is
in perfect agreement with calculation. Slight,
but not significant, deviations were observed in
Ref. 1.

The result of Refs. 2 and 3 stimulated many
authors to consider possible theoretical explana-
tions for the deviations.® It also became clear,
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however, that the present methods of absolute
energy calibration with Ge(Li) spectrometers
have been pushed to their limits: Systematic un-
certainties of unknown magnitude may dominate
the errors when calibrating with radioactive
sources, even under “beam conditions.”

In this Letter we want to communicate the re-
sults of measurements which will be described
in detail in a forthcoming paper.® The measure-
ments were done on muonic Ba and muonic Pb.
The spin doublets of the 4-3 transitions in Ba and
the 5-4 transitions in Pb interleave with each oth-
er, thus providing an excellent opportunity for a
high-precision relative-energy measurement.
Furthermore, the availability of a nearby muon-
induced y line of 3"Cs, whose energy was sep-
arately determined with high precision,® facilitat-
ed the measurement of absolute energies. Hence
we believed that we had a good chance to settle
the important question of possible deviations from
QED as far as experiments are concerned.

The measurement was performed at the CERN
synchrocyclotron muon channel. The target was
X shaped, one V being made from Ba, and the
other from Pb. The target was inverted during
the measurement to avoid directionally corre-
lated deviations. As external calibration we
used sources of "°Se and '*®Au, which were placed
close to the target, and whose y rays were re-
corded in accidental prompt coincidence of the
Ge(Li)-detector signal with the counter-telescope
stop signal. Two Ge(Li) detectors were used with
volumes of 200 mm?®x 5 mm and 400 mm?x Tmm,
respectively. The resolution in beam was 1.50
keV at 450 keV for both detectors. The advantage
of the method is that Ba and Pb x rays are re-
corded simultaneously. Thus their relative posi-
tion could be measured very accurately, without
systematic uncertainties from the apparatus.

The spectra were analyzed very carefully. Al-
most every line in the spectrum above 80 keV
and above 0.5% yield was identified. Transitions
between noncircular orbits (satellite lines) were
considered as well as transitions with An>1.
Most nuclear y lines could be identified. The
muonic lines of 2C and %0 coming from tele-
scope counters were analyzed as well. The rela-
tive intensities of the x-ray transitions were
evaluated in order to fix the cascade parameters
(initial distribution, initial main quantum num-
bers) which are mainly determined by transitions
with An = 2. Cascade calculations with adapted
parameters were performed to obtain the inten-
sities of unresolved x-ray transitions. The line

shape was obtained from well-resolved single
lines. The calibration was performed in the fol-
lowing way: In addition to the external calibra-
tion with radioactive sources of "*Se and '%Au,”
we used the muonic lines of Pb and Ba, having
energies of less than 300 keV, as well as the
muonic lines of %0 and !2C. These lines are
supposed to be good calibration lines, as their
energies can be calculated very accurately® or
have already been accurately measured.® No
significant deviation of these energies from cal-
culation has been reported yet. The most impor-
tant calibration point, however, is the !3'Cs line
at 455.490 keV,'° which was measured separately
to an accuracy of 10 eV.® This nuclear transition
originates from the p absorption in Ba and has a
lifetime less than 1 nsec. As the muon itself has
a lifetime in the 1s orbit of Ba of about 100 nsec,
this line is prompt in the time scale of our ex-
perimental electronics, and thus very well suited
for calibration. No systematic shift between this
calibration line and the x rays is expected. As a
further calibration point we used the e*e” -anni-
hilation line. No reason could be found for this
line to be shifted significantly.!* Even a shift of
30 eV!! would not affect our result by more than
3 eV.

The results are shown in Table I. The errors
quoted include the statistical errors, and a cal-
ibration error of 9 eéV. A systematic error of
about 5 eV must be added to account for possible
shifts of the annihilation line. A comparison of
these values with the calculated values®'? (a sum-
mary of calculations may be found in Ref. 5)
shows that the deviations are generally smaller
than the experimental errors. Especially the
very large deviations for Ba have disappeared,
not only with respect to Pb but also absolutely:

TABLE I. Experimental results,

E°Xpa gcalc pcde_pexp

Transition (keV) (keV) (eV)
p-Ba 4 ;/-3dy,  441.366+13 441,368 +2+13
p-Ba 4 ,/,-3d;,  433.916+12 433,914 -2:12
U=Pb 5g7 /=4 5/ 437.744+ 16 437.754 +10+16
p=Pb 5g4 /=47,  431.353+14 431,340 -13+14

2The new, unpublished Au standard of 411.806 keV
[Deslattes et al., in Proceedings of the Fifth Interna-
tional Conference on Atomic Masses and Fundamental
Constants, Paris, 2—6 June 1975 (to be published)]
would increase these values by about 10 eV,
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The average deviations for Pb and Ba differ by
only 2+ 14 eV. The recent evaluations of a graph
of order a®*(a Z)* gave controversial results, two
papers!® claiming this contribution to be of the
order of 1 eV or less, and one paper* quoting
contributions to the transition energies in ques-
tion of - 35 eV for Pb and - 22 eV for Ba. The
present experiment does not confirm such large
corrections. It should be mentioned that the cal-
culated energies in Table I also suffer from un-
certainties of 7-10 eV.®

From our measurement we conclude that the
validity of QED in the domain of muonic atoms,
even for high-Z atoms, is confirmed to an ac-
curacy of about 0.5%, regarding the average de-
viation from calculation. The measurement is in
contradiction to the measurements of Ref. 2, and
also, although less significantly, to the conclu-
sions of Ref. 3. It is, however, in agreement
with our early measurement on muonic Pb.!

This work was partly supported by the Bundes-
ministerium fiir Forschung und Technologie,
Germany.
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The amplitude and phase for coherent regeneration in hydrogen and deuterium have
been measured for six momentum bins in the range 8.5—-10.5 GeV/c. Over this region
the phase, ¢y, is consistent with being constant and has the value — 60° = 8° for hydrogen
and — 46°+ 8° for deuterium, Power-law fits of the form p,," for the amplitudes when
combined with other data give z=—0.60+ 0,02 for hydrogen andz =— 0.52+ 0,02 for deu-

terium.

In its interactions with matter the K ;° state
must be considered as a superposition of the
strangeness eigenstates K° and K°. Since their
respective forward elastic scattering amplitudes
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f(0) and F(0) are not equal, a nonzero amplitude
for the K ° state is coherently regenerated. This
regenerated amplitude can be observed via the
7*n” decay mode as it interferes with the known



