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Latest Report: March 2023

Still enjoying the “25th Anniversary mood”… 
But also looking forward: 


• The group was created to address public 
engagement, in very similar times (LHC 
preparation era)..


• The full HEP community can be very proud 
of the progress made in the last decades. 


• And yet, the world has also changed a lot, 
we cannot relax… 
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Introducing IPPOG
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A solid Collaboration
International Scientific Collaboration


• Active researchers with experience in public engagement, experts in 
communication & education


• 34 countries, 7 experiments, 1 international lab (CERN) and  2 associate 
national labs (DESY, GSI)


Organise Global Activities


• International Particle Physics Masterclasses


• Global Cosmics Portal & International Cosmics Day


• NEW in 2024:  Resources Portal


Support Local Activities


• Visit one country each year, to enhance HEP outreach visibility but also to 
foster transversal collaboration between projects / contributors 


• Pool of volunteers and (limited) resources to support events 5



A busy Collaboration
November 2024 Meeting: 80+ participants


• Activities coordinations meetings and reports


• Reports from the Chairs, scientific secretary, 
communication and finance officers. 


• News from Collaboration members: this time 
Belgium, France, CERN, Finland.


• Interactions with partners: this time, Quarknet in 
the US 


• Success stories: projects of all kinds, from games 
to cosmic pianos


• Collaboration Board


Theme of the panel discussion: Open Science 6



Reports and Proceedings 
https://ippog.org/publications

MASTERCLASSES

About IPPOG 
The International Particle Physics Outreach
Group is a network of scientists, educators
and science communication specialists
whose mission is to bring particle physics and
science in general to the public. 

Contact

https://ippog.orginfo@ippog.org

A worldwide collaboration

JOIN

International Particle
Physics Outreach Group

+ 40 countries, experiments and labs around the
world share experience, disseminate resources
and support projects to foster High-Energy
Physics global outreach.

Learn more about the current members

In 2016  the network became a formal
collaboration with countries, experiments
and international labs as members, and
national labs as associated members. 

How can your country become a
member?
1.  Contact a few motivated people willing to
engage in particle physics outreach.
2. Identify an institutional body that can sign
IPPOG’s Memorandum of Understanding.
3. Choose your representative in the
collaboration.

GLOBAL COSMIC
EVENTS

Countries, experiments, labs

Matter, Particles
and the Universe

Exploring the
Unknown

Technologies 
and Experiments

Particle Physics
and Society

RESOURCES

Get a seat at the table, get a voice

Brochures 
https://cds.cern.ch/record/2903880

One page overview 
per  

country, experiment, lab
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A healthy collaboration
After 8 years of steady growth, it was time to  
consolidate the internal IPPOG components: 


• Review the “coordination team” and 
“working groups” tasks, manpower and 
priorities


• Strength the “Forum”, which gathers experts 
nominated by the collaboration members for 
their expertise and capacity to participate in 
discussions


• Address the need for an “author list” (tricky 
issue in a domain where a wide range of 
contributions mix). 

As of today, the IPPOG forum  
counts 182 members 

https://ippog.org/ippog-forum
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More space on ippog.org  
for Working Groups material

Priority for ICHEP 2024

 Priority for   
EPPSU 2025

Communicate the importance of particle physics 9

http://ippog.org


Partners & Neighbouring Fields
IPPOG started with the LHC, but the scientific scope of 
the collaboration was always intended to be broader:


• The Pierre Auger Observatory and HAWC are 
members of the Collaboration


• Neutrinos will be the main topic of the next 
collaboration meeting, that will take place at 
Fermilab (May 2025)


• Cross links with APPEC, NuPEC and the 
Gravitational Waves collaborations were initiated 
before Covid. Discussions are re-opening.


• The new Masterclass on particle therapy 
reinforces links with nuclear and medical physics.


Now exploring more topics and more agreements… 
Feel free to contact us !
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Requests from the community
• Question from an ICHEP2024 participant: 

“How can colleagues who want to get started 
know more about these inspiring projects ?”


• Question from the Management: “There are 
good and not so good projects. How can we 
help to improve the overall quality and 
support better some of them ?”


• Question from the younger generation: 
“How can my contribution and the skills that I 
gain by doing outreach be taken into account 
in my career ?”


• Worries for all: “How does generative AI 
change the whole picture ?” 

New “Resource Portal” Activity created last week. 

Will concentrate on a wider dissemination of success 
stories from the entire community.  Can co-organise  
open workshops & trainings, etc (if support is found). 11



Meanwhile, news from the world 
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News on  https://ippog.org 
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https://ippog.org/news/recognising-winners-1st-edition-ippog-photo-contest
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Conclusion

• After 25+ years of experience and 8 years of Collaboration growth, the 
discussion shifts from “Why do we need public engagement ?” to 
“How can we support it better ?” 


• IPPOG is, of course, only one piece in the jigsaw puzzle and has 
limited resources… However, its structure is unique and robust. We 
believe that its know-how is relevant for the current discussions. 


• You are all more than                                  to discuss How with us
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