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Abstract

Measurements of the polarization and spin correlation in top quark pairs (tt) are pre-
sented using events with a single electron or muon and jets in the final state. The mea-
surements are based on proton-proton collision data from the LHC at

√
s = 13 TeV

collected by the CMS experiment, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of
138 fb−1. All coefficients of the polarization vectors and the spin correlation matrix
are extracted simultaneously by performing a binned likelihood fit to the data. The
measurement is performed inclusively and in bins of additional observables, such
as the mass of the tt system and the top quark scattering angle in the tt rest frame.
The measured polarization and spin correlation are in agreement with the standard
model. From the measured spin correlation, conclusions on the tt spin entanglement
are drawn by applying the Peres–Horodecki criterion. The standard model predicts
entangled spins for tt states at the production threshold and at high masses of the tt
system. Entanglement is observed for the first time in events at high tt mass, where a
large fraction of the tt decays are space-like separated, with an expected and observed
significance of above 5 standard deviations.
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1 Introduction
The top quark is the most massive known fundamental particle with a lifetime of the order
of 10−25 s. This is shorter than the quantum chromodynamics (QCD) hadronization time scale
1/ΛQCD ≈ 10−24 s, and the spin decorrelation time scale mt/Λ2

QCD ≈ 10−21 s, where mt is
the top quark mass [1, 2]. Consequently, the top quark usually decays before hadronization,
thus preserving its spin information in the angular distribution of the decay products. This
makes top quark and antiquark (tt) pairs excellent candidates for studying polarization and
spin correlation.

We present measurements of the polarization and spin correlation in tt pairs using proton-
proton collisions at a center-of-mass energy of 13 TeV at the CERN LHC. The measurements
are performed using data collected by the CMS detector between 2016 and 2018, correspond-
ing to an integrated luminosity of 138 fb−1. Once produced, a top quark decays via the weak
interaction into a W boson and a b quark. The W boson further decays into either two quarks,
which subsequently hadronize into jets, or a charged lepton and a neutrino. In this analysis,
we focus on the final state with two b jets, two jets from one W boson, and an electron or
muon paired with a neutrino from the other W boson. This decay channel is referred to as the
e/µ+jets channel.

At the LHC tt pairs are produced through gluon-gluon (gg) fusion and quark-antiquark (qq)
annihilation. The top quarks and antiquarks are unpolarized at leading order (LO). However,
their spins are expected to be strongly correlated [3]. The complete spin correlation is encoded
in a 3×3 matrix that depends on the tt production mechanism, the invariant mass of the tt sys-
tem m(tt), and the scattering angle of the top quark. Evidence for tt spin correlation was first
reported by the D0 experiment at the Tevatron in Refs. [4, 5]. The ATLAS and CMS experiments
have performed a number of top quark polarization and spin correlation measurements using
various observables and data sets [6–15].

The top quark polarization and spin correlation measurement is interesting in its own right as
a test of the standard model (SM) [16, 17], but it also provides new opportunities for testing
quantum mechanics (QM) at high energies using the decay products of unstable particles as
probes. This is not possible in experiments with stable particles, such as electrons and pho-
tons. An important prediction of QM is quantum entanglement, which has been studied in
connection with particle physics at high energies only in recent years [18–21]. The ATLAS and
CMS experiments reported the observation of entanglement in the tt system at the production
threshold [14, 15]. In this paper we also include measurements of entanglement at high m(tt).

This paper is organized in the following way. First, we outline the measurement strategy in
Section 2. We briefly describe the CMS detector in Section 3 and then discuss the signal and
background modeling used for this analysis in Section 4. The event selection and the tt re-
construction are described in Sections 5 and 6, respectively, followed by a discussion of the
background estimation in Section 7 and the extraction of the polarization and spin correlation
coefficients in Section 8. Systematic uncertainties are detailed in Section 9. Finally, the results
are presented in Section 10 and the paper is summarized in Section 11. Tabulated results are
provided in the HEPData record for this analysis [22].

2 Measurement strategy
We perform a measurement of the tt polarization and spin correlation in the helicity basis
{n, r, k} following Ref. [23]. This basis is defined by boosting the top quarks and their decay
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products from the laboratory frame into the tt rest frame. Afterward, based on the unit vectors
in the top quark direction k̂ and the beam in the positive z-direction b̂, the axes of the new
coordinate system are given by

n̂ =
b̂ × k̂
sin(θ)

, r̂ =
b̂ − cos(θ)k̂

sin(θ)
, k̂, (1)

where θ is the scattering angle of the top quark, i.e., cos(θ) = b̂ · k̂. The Bose–Einstein symmetry
of the gg initial state [23] requires a redefinition of the n and r axes (which are odd under Bose–
Einstein symmetry) to allow nonzero values of the polarization and spin correlation coefficients
involving an odd number of these axes. This is done by multiplying the n and r directions by
the sign of cos(θ), which is also odd under Bose–Einstein symmetry, such that all axes are even
under Bose–Einstein symmetry:

{n, r, k} →
{

sgn
(
cos(θ)

)
n, sgn

(
cos(θ)

)
r, k
}

. (2)

Finally, the top quark and antiquark are boosted individually into their rest frames together
with their corresponding decay products.

In this basis, the unit vector

Ω(Ω̄) =
(

sin(θp(p̄)) cos(ϕp(p̄)), sin(θp(p̄)) sin(ϕp(p̄)), cos(θp(p̄))
)

(3)

describes the direction of a decay product p(p̄) of the top (anti)quark, where ϕp(p̄) is the az-
imuthal and θp(p̄) the polar angle of the decay product. The differential cross section as a func-
tion of the four variables ϕp(p̄) and θp(p̄) has the form

Σtot(ϕp(p̄), θp(p̄)) =
d4σ

dϕp d cos(θp)dϕp̄ d cos(θp̄)

= σnorm
(
1 + κP · Ω + κ̄P̄ · Ω̄ − κκ̄Ω · (CΩ̄)

)
,

(4)

with two 3-dimensional polarization vectors P and P̄, and one 3×3 spin correlation matrix
C. This means that Σtot depends linearly on 15 coefficients collectively referred to as Qm ={

Pn, Pr, Pk, P̄n, . . . , Cnn, Cnr, . . . , Ckk
}

. In this analysis, we perform a measurement of all 15 coef-
ficients, which we subsequently refer to as the full matrix measurement. There is one additional
coefficient σnorm that describes the overall normalization. The spin analyzing power κ repre-
sents how much information from the top quark spin is transferred to its decay products. We
use the down-type quarks and the charged leptons in the W boson decays. The magnitude of κ
for these decay products have the maximum value of unity at LO. Including QCD corrections,
the magnitude of κ for down-type quarks is reduced to 0.966 [24]. However, we perform the
measurements using the LO values and leave the application of different κ values for reinter-
pretations. For simplicity, we flip the sign of κ for t decays following the convention of Ref. [3],
instead of inverting the axes of the coordinate system as in Refs. [15, 23].

The top quark, being a spin-1/2 particle, can be described as a two-state quantum system
known as a qubit. The minimal example of an entangled state consists of two qubits, e.g.,
a tt pair, where the entanglement can be characterized by their spin correlation. The Peres–
Horodecki criterion [25, 26] can be used to determine if a quantum state is separable. If the
state is not separable, it is considered entangled. In general, a quantum state is described by
a density matrix ρ, in this case a spin density matrix whose coefficients are probed by Eq. (4).
A quantum state is said to be separable if ρ can be factorized into individual states belonging
to separate subspaces, i.e., ρ = ∑n qnρa

n ⊗ ρb
n, where ρa

n, ρb
n are density matrices describing the
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quantum states of the subsystems a and b and the qn are the corresponding probabilities. If ρ is a
separable physical state, the state ρT2 = ∑n qnρa

n ⊗ (ρb
n)

T resulting from taking the transpose for
only subsystem b should also be a physical state. It was demonstrated [25, 26] that a sufficient
condition for entanglement is that ρT2 has at least one negative eigenvalue, meaning it is not a
physical state. This translates to a sufficient condition for entanglement based on the diagonal
elements of the spin correlation matrix [18, 27]:

∆E = Cnn + |Crr + Ckk| > 1. (5)

Based on the measured values of the spin correlation matrix we apply this criterion to evaluate
the entanglement of the tt system in different regions of phase space.

As an alternative to the full matrix measurement, we measure angular variables directly sen-
sitive to ∆E. The trace of the spin correlation matrix Tr(C) can be probed using the opening
angle χ between the two decay products in the helicity basis, cos(χ) = Ω · Ω̄. This observable
is sensitive to the entanglement in the spin-singlet state [18] expected from gg fusion events at
the tt production threshold. The distribution of χ is given by

dσ

d cos(χ)
= σnorm

(
1 + Dκκ̄ cos(χ)

)
, where D = −1

3
Tr(C). (6)

For gg fusion events at low m(tt), both Crr and Ckk are positive [3], which simplifies the entan-
glement criterion to

∆E = −3D = Tr(C) > 1. (7)

The entanglement in a spin-triplet state, predicted in both qq annihilation and gg fusion events
with high m(tt) and low |cos(θ)|, can be probed using a criterion based on [3, 28]

D̃ =
1
3
(Cnn − Crr − Ckk). (8)

The signs of Crr and Ckk become negative at transverse momentum of the top quark pT(t) ∼
mt [3], so the entanglement criterion based on D̃ in the high-m(tt) region is:

∆E = 3D̃ > 1. (9)

The extraction of D̃ is performed using χ̃ = −ΩnΩ̄n + ΩrΩ̄r + ΩkΩ̄k, analogous to χ but with
an inverted sign of the n-component of one of the decay products.

3 The CMS detector
The central feature of the CMS apparatus is a superconducting solenoid of 6 m internal diame-
ter, providing a magnetic field of 3.8 T. Within the solenoid volume are a silicon pixel and strip
tracker, a lead tungstate crystal electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL), and a brass and scintilla-
tor hadron calorimeter (HCAL), each composed of a barrel and two endcap sections. Forward
calorimeters extend the pseudorapidity (η) coverage provided by the barrel and endcap detec-
tors. Muons are measured in gas-ionization detectors embedded in the steel flux-return yoke
outside the solenoid.

Events of interest are selected using a two-tiered trigger system. The first level (L1), composed
of custom hardware processors, uses information from the calorimeters and muon detectors to
select events at a rate of around 100 kHz within a fixed latency of about 4 µs [29]. The second
level, known as the high-level trigger, consists of a farm of processors running a version of the



4

full event reconstruction software optimized for fast processing, and reduces the event rate to
around 1 kHz before data storage [30]. For this measurement events are selected using single
electron and muon triggers for isolated leptons with minimum pT requirements, depending on
the year, of 24 and 27 GeV for muons and 27 and 32 GeV for electrons.

The primary vertex is taken to be the vertex corresponding to the hardest scattering in the
event, evaluated using tracking information alone, as described in Section 9.4.1 of Ref. [31].
The particle-flow (PF) algorithm [32] aims to reconstruct and identify each individual parti-
cle in an event, with an optimized combination of information from various elements of the
CMS detector. The energy of photons is obtained from the ECAL measurement. The energy
of electrons is determined from a combination of the electron momentum at the primary in-
teraction vertex as determined by the tracker, the energy of the corresponding ECAL cluster,
and the energy sum of all bremsstrahlung photons spatially compatible with originating from
the electron track. The energy of muons is obtained from the curvature of the corresponding
track. The energy of charged hadrons is determined from a combination of their momentum
measured in the tracker and the matching ECAL and HCAL energy deposits, corrected for
the response function of the calorimeters to hadronic showers. Finally, the energy of neutral
hadrons is obtained from the corresponding corrected ECAL and HCAL energies. A more de-
tailed description of the CMS detector, together with a definition of the coordinate system used
and the relevant kinematic variables, can be found in Ref. [33].

4 Signal and background modeling
The matrix element (ME) event generator POWHEG V2 [34–36] is used to simulate tt events
with next-to-LO (NLO) QCD accuracy. It is subsequently combined with the parton shower
(PS) simulation from PYTHIA 8.230 [37], using the underlying event tune CP5 [38]. In ad-
dition, a sample of tt production at next-to-NLO (NNLO) QCD is generated with POWHEG

MINNLO [39] in combination with the CP5 PYTHIA tune. This is used to estimate uncertainties
in the contribution from higher-order QCD. Similarly, for the estimation of electroweak cor-
rections, we use the HATHOR 2.1-B3 package [40]. The measured coefficients are compared
to the predictions obtained using POWHEG+HERWIG 7.1 [41] with tune CH3 [42] and MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO 2.6.1 [43] combining ME calculations at NLO QCD including up to two
additional partons with the PYTHIA PS using the FXFX algorithm [44]. In all tt simulations, the
decays of the top quarks including the spin correlation are evaluated at LO precision.

The tt simulations are normalized to the inclusive cross section value of 832+40
−46 pb [45] which is

calculated with NNLO precision including soft-gluon resummation at the level of next-to-next-
to-leading-logarithm. The renormalization scale µr and factorization scale µf are taken to be
equal to the average transverse mass of the top quark and antiquark, mT = 0.5(

√
m2

t + pT(t)2 +√
m2

t + pT(t)2), where pT is the transverse momentum of the top quark evaluated in the tt rest
frame, and mt = 172.5 GeV [46] is used in all simulations, unless stated otherwise. The main
background processes in this analysis are single top quark production, Drell–Yan (DY) and
W boson production in association with jets, and events composed uniquely of jets produced
through the strong interaction, referred to as QCD multijet events. Single top quark produc-
tion via t channel and top quark production in association with a W boson are generated us-
ing POWHEG+PYTHIA, while the production via s channel is generated at NLO QCD using
MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA. The simulation of background from DY+jets and W+jets
production is performed at LO QCD using MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA with the MLM
PS matching [47, 48] of up to four partons. The QCD multijet processes are simulated at LO
using PYTHIA. The cross sections are taken from NNLO calculations for W+jets and DY+jets
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events [49] and NLO calculations for single top quark events [50, 51]. The default parameteri-
zation of the parton distribution functions (PDFs) used in all simulations is the NNLO version
of NNPDF 3.1 [52].

The detector response is modeled using GEANT4 [53]. Additional proton-proton interactions
within the same or nearby bunch crossings (pileup) are overlaid on each simulated event. Sim-
ulated events are assigned event weights based on the number of pileup interactions to match
the pileup distribution in data. The same reconstruction algorithms that are applied to the data
are used for simulated events.

5 Physics object reconstruction
The measurements presented in this analysis depend on the reconstruction and identification of
electrons, muons, jets, and the missing transverse momentum p⃗ miss

T associated with neutrinos.

Electrons [54] and muons [55] are selected if they are isolated and compatible with originat-
ing from the primary vertex. Moreover, they must have pT > 30 GeV and |η| < 2.4. In the
2018 data set, the minimum pT of electrons was raised to 34 GeV because of the increased trig-
ger thresholds. Leptons are required to satisfy several quality criteria including isolation and
compatibility with the primary vertex. The electron and muon reconstruction and selection
efficiencies are measured in the data using the “tag-and-probe” technique [56]. Depending on
pT and η, the overall reconstruction and selection efficiency is 50–80% for electrons and 75–85%
for muons.

Jets are clustered from PF candidates using the anti-kT jet algorithm with a distance param-
eter of 0.4 implemented in the FASTJET package [57, 58]. Charged PF candidates originating
from a pileup interaction vertex are excluded. The total energy of the jets is corrected for
energy depositions from pileup. In addition, pT- and η-dependent corrections are applied
to account for detector response effects [59]. If an isolated lepton with pT > 15 GeV within
∆R =

√
(∆ϕ)2 + (∆η)2 = 0.4 around a jet exists, the jet is assumed to represent the isolated

lepton and is discarded to prevent counting the lepton momentum twice. The jets are consid-
ered for analysis if they fulfill the kinematic requirements pT > 30 GeV and |η| < 2.4.

For the identification of b jets, the DeepJet algorithm [60, 61] is used. It is based on an artificial
neural network (NN) that provides a discriminant to distinguish between b and other flavored
jets. Jets are categorized based on three thresholds of the discriminant and a jet belongs to the
category with the highest threshold that is smaller than that jet’s discriminant value. The tight,
medium, and loose thresholds have, depending on the jet pT and η, efficiencies of about 50–70,
70–82, and 85–92%, respectively, and rejection probabilities of about 97, 85, and 55% for c jets
and about 99.5, 98, and 90% for non-heavy-flavor jets.

The missing transverse momentum vector p⃗ miss
T is computed as the negative vector sum of

the transverse momenta of all the PF candidates in an event, and its magnitude is denoted as
pmiss

T [62]. The p⃗ miss
T is modified to account for corrections to the energy scale of the recon-

structed jets in the event.

The data was recorded in the years 2016–2018. For each year individual sets of simulations and
correction factors are used according to the actual data-taking conditions and detector config-
urations. Because of significant changes in the detector configuration affecting the tracking
efficiency, two separate sets of simulations and scale factors are used for 2016 data. Therefore,
four different data-taking periods are analyzed.
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6 Event reconstruction
The reconstruction of the tt system is performed using an artificial NN. The goal is the correct
identification of detector-level objects as decay products of the leptonically (tℓ) and hadroni-
cally (th) decaying top quarks in e/µ+jets events. In the simulation, a quark or lepton at the
generator level can be spatially matched to the corresponding detector-level object. Of the pos-
sible candidates, we select the highest pT object within ∆R = 0.2. If a one-to-one assignment
to a corresponding detector-level object is possible for all of the particles in the generator-level
tt system, the event is labeled “reconstructable”, while all other e/µ+jets events are called
“nonreconstructable”.

The input layer of the NN is a vector encoding kinematical information about the detector-
level objects and b tagging category for jets. The first four elements of the vector hold the
four-momentum of the electron or muon (px(ℓ), py(ℓ), pz(ℓ), E(ℓ)), followed by (pmiss

x , pmiss
y ).

Finally, for up to eight jets the four-momentum and their b tagging category (px, py, pz, E,
b cat.) are stored. The NN is trained to assume the following order of the jets: the b jet in the
decay of tℓ , the b jet in the decay of th, the down-type, and the up-type quark in the W boson
decay. The remaining jets are added in descending order of their pT. If there are fewer than
eight jets, the rest of the input vector is filled with zeros. The b tagging information also helps
to identify c jets from W boson decays, since 40–50% of the c jets are loosely b tagged. The input
layer is followed by seven fully connected layers, each with 220 nodes and hyperbolic tangent
as activation function. The output layer consists of a single node whose value is transformed
by a sigmoid function into the range [0, 1]. In total, the network has about 300 000 parameters.

The NN is trained using about 20M simulated e/µ+jets events. Events with one selected elec-
tron or muon, no additional isolated electron or muon with pT > 15 GeV, and at least four
jets are used. The NN is trained using a batch size of 128 events and the ADAM algorithm [63]
for the minimization of the logistic loss function. For each event in a batch, the network is pro-
vided with all possible permutations for the four jets from the tt decay using up to eight jets per
event, i.e., for 4 (5, 6, 7, 8) jets the training includes 24 (120, 360, 840, 1680) input vectors. Correct
permutations are trained to have a response of one, while all other permutations should result
in zero. The training sample includes “nonreconstructable” events, i.e., those with no correct
permutation. During the training, the logistic loss function is monitored with a validation sam-
ple. The losses for the training and validation samples are compatible and no indication of
overtraining is observed. During the inference, for each event, all possible permutations of as-
signing detector-level jets to the corresponding tt decay products are successively provided as
input to the NN and the permutation resulting in the highest NN score SNN is used.

For the selected permutation, the neutrino four-momentum pν is calculated using the W bo-
son mass constraint (pν + pℓ)2 = m2

W , where p⃗ miss
T is taken as the pT of the neutrino. This

constraint results in a quadratic equation for the longitudinal component of the neutrino mo-
mentum pz(ν). If no real solution exists, the x and y components of p⃗ miss

T are scaled sepa-
rately to find a single solution under the condition of a minimum modification of pmiss

T , i.e.,
in the transverse plane we choose the point with the smallest distance from p⃗ miss

T for which a
solution exists. This modified p⃗ miss

T together with the calculated solution for pz(ν) form the
neutrino momentum. If there are two solutions of the quadratic equation, the invariant mass
m(tℓ)

2 = (pν + pℓ + pbℓ
)2 is calculated for both pν and the solution closer to mt is selected.

To enhance the fraction of correctly reconstructed events and reduce the background contribu-
tion, event selection requirements on the reconstructed particle masses |m(tℓ)− 172.5 GeV| <
50 GeV, |m(th)− 172.5 GeV| < 50 GeV, and |m(Wh)− 80.4 GeV| < 30 GeV are imposed.
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The distributions of SNN are shown in Fig. 1 for events in categories where either both (2b)
or exactly one (1b) of the jets identified as b jets from the tt decay are medium b tagged. In
these distributions, it can be seen that the data and the prediction are in agreement within the
uncertainty bands. We reject all events with SNN < 0.1 due to the low fraction of correctly
reconstructed events and the large contribution of background processes.
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Figure 1: Distribution of SNN in the 2b (left) and 1b (right) categories. The data (points) are
compared to the prediction (stacked histograms). The tt contribution is split into the correctly
and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets events. The gray un-
certainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertainties in the prediction,
while the vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data. The ratios of
data to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.

The 2b and 1b categories are further split based on the value of SNN. In the 1b (2b) category
events belong to the Shigh category if SNN > 0.30 (0.36), while the remaining events are placed
in the Slow category. These requirements define the signal categories for the analysis and were
systematically optimized to minimize the uncertainties in the expected spin polarization and
correlation coefficients.

In the simulation, the fraction of reconstructable e/µ+jets events is 73% for 2b Shigh, 47% for
2b Slow, 64% for 1b Shigh, and 38% for 1b Slow. The fractions of correctly reconstructed events
with respect to all signal and background events in the various categories are 46% for 2b Shigh,
21% for 2b Slow, 37% for 1b Shigh, and 15% for 1b Slow. Figure 2 shows these fractions as func-
tions of m(tt) together with the fraction of correctly reconstructed events with respect to all
reconstructable events.

7 Background estimation
The main background contributions of non-tt events are expected from QCD multijet, DY, W
boson, and single top quark production.

The shapes of the QCD multijet (multijet), and DY and W boson (EW) background distribu-
tions are estimated using a combined template of these backgrounds that is obtained from a
b-jet depleted control region (CR). The simulation of these backgrounds suffers from large sta-
tistical uncertainties due to their high cross sections but low fraction of events that pass the
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Figure 2: Reconstruction efficiency of the NN (left) and the fraction of correctly reconstructed
events (right) as a function of m(tt) estimated from the simulation. The values are shown
separately for the 1b and 2b categories with the Slow and Shigh selections. The event counts
Ncorrect and Nreco refer to the number of correctly reconstructed and “reconstructable” tt events,
respectively. All reconstructed events regardless of the process are labeled Nall. The uncertainty
bands include all systematic uncertainties as detailed in Section 9.

selection. They contribute fractions of about 6.6% (1b Slow), 2.4% (1b Shigh), 1.1% (2b Slow), and
0.2% (2b Shigh), i.e., the contribution in the 2b categories is negligible. The shape of the back-
ground distribution is estimated by performing the NN reconstruction for events without any
jet fulfilling the medium b tagging requirement. No selections on SNN are applied, but the
mass ranges of tℓ , th, and the Wh boson are required as introduced in Section 6. These selection
requirements define the CR. The expected contributions of tt and single top quark events are
subtracted from the data in the CR. The simulated kinematic distributions obtained in the CR
are generally in agreement with the simulated distributions in the signal categories, as shown
for the 1b signal category in Fig. 3.

As systematic uncertainties in the background template shapes, we evaluate shape differences
between the CR and the signal categories. The definition of the CR is inclusive in SNN. This
choice has the advantage of maximizing the number of events in the CR while minimizing
the contribution from tt events. We obtain alternative shapes from additional control regions,
where the Slow or Shigh requirement of the corresponding signal category is also imposed. While
it is expected that these distributions are more similar to the real background, they suffer from
a small sample of events and large tt contributions. Therefore, they are only used to evaluate
the uncertainty in the background templates.

In the CR, there is an excess of about 20% in data. This excess is within the uncertainty in
the simulated event yield. However, to take into account a possible underestimation of tt
production in the CR, an additional systematic uncertainty in the shape is obtained by scaling
the amount of subtracted tt and single top quark events by the ratio of the total observed and
simulated event yields in the CR, shown as the dashed light blue lines in Fig. 3.

The predicted ratio of the multijet and EW event yield (multijet+EW) in each signal category to
the corresponding CR is applied to normalize the background templates. This normalization
factor has a large statistical uncertainty due to the limited number of simulated events in the
signal categories. In addition, the observed differences between the predicted and observed
event yields in the CR are considered as a systematic uncertainty in the normalization of the
background. As a result, the normalization uncertainties can be as large as 50%, depending on
the category.
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Figure 3: Comparison of the cos(χ) (left) and m(tt) (right) distributions of the simulated back-
ground in the control region (MCCR) shown as the red line, and in the 1b Slow signal region
(MCSR) shown as the stacked histograms of the multijet and EW components. The estimated
background template (TBKG) shown as black markers corresponds to the data distribution in
the CR after subtracting the predicted tt and single top quark contributions. Variations of the
TBKG are obtained applying the additional SNN selection for the 1b Slow category (orange line)
and by taking into account the mismatch of the normalization in the CR when subtracting the
tt and single top quark contributions (blue line). All distributions are normalized to the event
yields predicted by the MCSR. The gray uncertainty band shows the statistical uncertainties in
the MCSR. The middle panels show the relative effects of the TBKG variations. The lower panels
show the ratio of the MCCR and the TBKG to the MCSR.

The obtained background predictions with their shape and normalization uncertainties are in-
cluded in the fits of spin polarization and correlation coefficients, as described in Section 8. The
normalization uncertainties are treated as uncorrelated among all categories, because of their
large statistical component from the simulation. The shape uncertainties are considered as un-
correlated among the categories to account for differences in their selection. In addition, the
uncertainties are assumed uncorrelated among the data-taking periods, because of the differ-
ences in the b tagging performances and selections. It has been verified that the results of the
analysis are not sensitive to these assumptions.

The contribution of single top quark production is about 4.0% (1b Slow), 2.2% (1b Shigh), 2.4%
(2b Slow), and 1.4% (2b Shigh). Templates according to their SM expectation are taken from the
simulation. We evaluate the relevant uncertainties in these templates (as described in Section 9):
ME and PS scales, jet resolution and energy scales, and b tagging and lepton efficiencies. The
ME scale uncertainties are treated independently from the corresponding variations of the tt
simulation.

In Figs. 4–9, the distributions of several observables in all signal categories are shown with
the multijet+EW background estimation taken from the CR. The uncertainty bands include
statistical uncertainties and all systematic uncertainties detailed in Section 9, and are in general
dominated by uncertainties in the jet energy scale.
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Figure 4: Distribution of m(tt) in all four categories. The data (points) are compared to the
prediction (stacked histograms). The tt and single top quark contributions are taken from the
simulation, while the multijet+EW background is obtained from the CR. The tt contribution is
split into the correctly and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets
events. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertain-
ties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data.
Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 5: Distribution of pT(t) in all four categories. The data (points) are compared to the
prediction (stacked histograms). The tt and single top quark contributions are taken from the
simulation, while the multijet+EW background is obtained from the CR. The tt contribution is
split into the correctly and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets
events. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertain-
ties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data.
Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 6: Distribution of cos(θp) in all four categories. The data (points) are compared to the
prediction (stacked histograms). The tt and single top quark contributions are taken from the
simulation, while the multijet+EW background is obtained from the CR. The tt contribution is
split into the correctly and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets
events. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertain-
ties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data.
Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 7: Distribution of ϕp in all four categories. The data (points) are compared to the pre-
diction (stacked histograms). The tt and single top quark contributions are taken from the
simulation, while the multijet+EW background is obtained from the CR. The tt contribution is
split into the correctly and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets
events. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertain-
ties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data.
Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 8: Distribution of cos(χ) in all four categories. The data (points) are compared to the
prediction (stacked histograms). The tt and single top quark contributions are taken from the
simulation, while the multijet+EW background is obtained from the CR. The tt contribution is
split into the correctly and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets
events. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertain-
ties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data.
Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 9: Distribution of cos(χ̃) in all four categories. The data (points) are compared to the
prediction (stacked histograms). The tt and single top quark contributions are taken from the
simulation, while the multijet+EW background is obtained from the CR. The tt contribution is
split into the correctly and incorrectly reconstructed, “nonreconstructable”, and non e/µ+jets
events. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and systematic uncertain-
ties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical uncertainty of the data.
Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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8 Extraction of polarization and spin correlation coefficients
Following the formalism introduced in Eq. (4), the differential cross section Σtot can be written
as a linear combination of functions Σm, which depend on the angles ϕp(p̄) and θp(p̄) of the
decay products of the top quark and antiquark:

Σtot = Σ0 +
15

∑
m=1

QmΣm. (10)

The spin analyzing powers κ and the cross section σnorm are absorbed in the definitions of the
functions Σm.

The values of the coefficients Qm can be extracted by fitting Σtot with Eq. (10). This approach
is used at the generator level to obtain the QMC

m —the polarization and spin correlation of the
partonic top quarks as predicted by each of the tt simulations and their uncertainty varia-
tions. These fits are performed in bins of the additional observables m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| and
pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)|. A binning in m(tt) of {300, 400, 600, 800, 13000}GeV with the first m(tt) bin
including a few underflow events, and in pT(t) of {0, 100, 200, 300, 6500}GeV is used. In both
cases the bins are further divided into |cos(θ)| bins with the boundaries {0, 0.4, 0.7, 1}. As a
result we obtain the average values of the QMC

m in each of these bins. The knowledge of the
QMC

m facilitates the analytical calculation of ΣMC
tot as a function of ϕp(p̄) and θp(p̄) in each bin of

the additional observables.

For the measurement of the Qm, we are interested in templates Tm that can be fit to the data
and describe only the effect of the corresponding coefficient. At the generator level, these tem-
plates are LΣm, where L is the integrated luminosity. Accordingly, the Tm are the corresponding
distributions of events at the detector level in the signal categories. The binnings at the gener-
ator and the detector levels are the same. The Tm include all tt events selected at the detector
level, meaning that they describe polarization and spin correlation effects of e/µ+jets and all
other tt events, also referred as tt non e/µ+jets. To avoid the full simulation of tt samples for
each Qm we use a reweighting technique to evaluate the Tm. For this, each event is assigned
a weight equal to Σm/ΣMC

tot , which are evaluated for each event based on the generator-level
values of θp(p̄), ϕp(p̄), and the bin determined by the additional observables m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)|
or pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)|. In this bin we know the average value of the QMC

m , as determined from
the fits of the Σm at the generator level. The generator-level Σm and the Tm for the 2b Shigh
category at the detector level are shown in Fig. 10. Here, the x axis shows the bin number of the
unrolled 4-dimensional distribution of ϕp̄, cos(θp̄), ϕp, and cos(θp), listed from the outermost
to the innermost variable, where cos(θp(p̄)) uses two bins: {−1, 0, 1}, and ϕp(p̄) is divided into
four bins: {−π,−π/2, 0, π/2, π}, resulting in a total number of 64 bins.

In general, the Qm are not constant within a bin. At the generator level, the functions Σm do
not depend on the kinematic properties of the top quarks, so they factorize and the average
values of the Qm are fitted in each bin. However, at the detector level, the Tm do change as
a function of the top quark and antiquark kinematic properties due to selection requirements
and detector effects. Therefore, it is important to perform the measurements in sufficiently
small bins such that either the Qm or the Tm are approximately constant within each bin. If the
Tm vary significantly within a fitted bin, the measured Qm could be biased if the values of the
coefficients change within a bin in a different way than in the SM simulation. The binnings in
m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| and pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| were selected to minimize the bias due to nonconstant
Tm templates within the bins. The way the templates are constructed ensures that a template
fit to the SM prediction extracts the correct Qm, i.e., the bias is minimized for SM-like data.
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Figure 10: Examples of unrolled 4-dimensional distributions LΣm and Tm as functions of ϕp(p̄)
and θp(p̄) for the individual coefficients of the polarization vectors and the spin correlation
matrix for events with 400 < m(tt) < 600 GeV and |cos(θ)| < 0.4. The LΣm (red lines) are
the distributions at the generator level in the full phase space, and the Tm (blue lines) are the
distributions in the 2b Shigh category for the 2018 data. For the purpose of illustration, the
events are required to be reconstructed and generated in the same m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bin. The
detector-level distributions are enhanced by a factor of 40 to improve their visibility.
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The same reweighting procedure is used for the D and D̃ measurements, but decomposing the
distribution of cos(χ) and cos(χ̃) into constant and linear terms as given by Eq. (6). In these
cases we use 10 equally sized bins in cos(χ), and cos(χ̃) for all measurements. A finer binning
in m(tt) of {300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 800, 900, 1000, 13000}GeV and pT(t) of {0, 50, 100, 150, 200,
250, 300, 400, 6500}GeV is selected for the D and D̃ measurements.

We perform a maximum likelihood fit combining the information of the four selections
(2b Shigh, 2b Slow, 1b Shigh, 1b Slow) in the four data-taking periods, for a total of 16 categories.
The statistical model describes the total number of events in each bin

Nij′n′(an, {Qmn}, {νk}) = Sij′n′(an, {Qmn}, {νk}) + Bij′n′({νk}), (11)

with i denoting the category and j′ referring to a bin in the 1-dimensional concatenated detector-
level distribution of ϕp(p̄) and θp(p̄). The index n′ (n) refers to a bin of the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| or
pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| distribution at the detector (generator) level. The normalization parameters
an and the Qmn (or Dn, D̃n) are defined separately for each bin n and are free parameters in
the fit. The Sij′n′ and Bij′n′ are the tt and background contributions, respectively, and both can
depend on the nuisance parameters {νk} modeling the variation of the expected event yields
due to systematic uncertainties. The tt contribution takes the form

Sij′n′
(
an, {Qmn}, {νk}

)
= ∑

n
an

(
Ti0nj′n′

(
{νk}

)
+

15

∑
m=1

QmnTimnj′n′
(
{νk}

))
, (12)

where Timnj′n′ are the detector-level distributions (templates) obtained by reweighting the tt
simulation to the individual components proportional to the Qmn and the templates Ti0nj′n′

correspond to the constant terms. Finally, the function

− 2 log
(

L
(
an, {Qmn}, {νk}

))
= −2 ∑

ij′n′

[
dij′n′ log

(
Nij′n′

(
an, {Qmn}, {νk}

))
− Nij′n′

(
an, {Qmn}, {νk}

)]
− 2 log

(
G
(
{νk}

))
(13)

is minimized with respect to the value of the parameters an, Qmn, and νk. Here, dij′n′ are the
observed event yields and G({νk}) describes the Gaussian constraints of the νk. Goodness of
fit tests indicate good agreement between the data and the fitted model with p-values [64] of
0.80–0.95 for all fits. We tested that the Gaussian approximation can be used to describe the
distributions of the uncertainties in the measured parameters. This allows us to use Gaussian
error propagation when evaluating quantities derived from the measured parameters.

In Figs. 11–12, the pre- and post-fit distributions are shown for the full matrix measurement
in the 2b Shigh category. The pre-fit model uses the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions. In addition,
a model without any polarization and spin correlation is shown as a blue line to demonstrate
those effects. The 2b Shigh category is shown here as an example since it is the category with
the largest effects from polarization and spin correlation. The agreement between the data and
the model is very similar in the other categories.

The same strategy is used to extract Dn (D̃n) directly. In this case, j′ represents a bin of cos(χ)
(cos(χ̃)). The pre- and post-fit distributions in the 2b Shigh category of the D and D̃ mea-
surements in bins of m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| are presented in Figs. 13–16, respectively. The post-
fit model describes the data well and no significant deviations are observed in any of the
m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| or pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| bins.



19

 

210

310

410

510

E
ve

nt
s

Data  gen: all other binstt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) < 600 GeV,t400 < m(t gen: tt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) > 800 GeV,tm(t gen: tt

Single t Multijet+EW

 no correlationtt Uncertainty

 (13 TeV)-1138 fb

pre-fit
high2b S

  
CMS

0.6
0.8

1
1.2
1.4 

S
M

 P
re

d.
 R

at
io

 to

)
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ ⊗) 
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ
)|θ|cos(

) [GeV]tm(t
0

300
0.4 0.7 1.0

400

 

210

310

410

510

E
ve

nt
s

Data  gen: all other binstt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) < 600 GeV,t400 < m(t gen: tt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) > 800 GeV,tm(t gen: tt

Single t Multijet+EW

Uncertainty

 (13 TeV)-1138 fb

post-fit
high2b S

  
CMS

0.8

1

1.2

 
S

M
 P

re
d.

 R
at

io
 to

)
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ ⊗) 
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ
)|θ|cos(

) [GeV]tm(t
0

300
0.4 0.7 1.0

400

 

310

410

510

E
ve

nt
s

Data  gen: all other binstt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) < 600 GeV,t400 < m(t gen: tt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) > 800 GeV,tm(t gen: tt

Single t Multijet+EW

 no correlationtt Uncertainty

 (13 TeV)-1138 fb

pre-fit
high2b S

  
CMS

0.6
0.8

1
1.2
1.4 

S
M

 P
re

d.
 R

at
io

 to

)
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ ⊗) 
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ
)|θ|cos(

) [GeV]tm(t
0

400
0.4 0.7 1.0

600

 

310

410

510

E
ve

nt
s

Data  gen: all other binstt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) < 600 GeV,t400 < m(t gen: tt

)| < 0.7θ0.4 < |cos(
) > 800 GeV,tm(t gen: tt

Single t Multijet+EW

Uncertainty

 (13 TeV)-1138 fb

post-fit
high2b S

  
CMS

0.8

1

1.2

 
S

M
 P

re
d.

 R
at

io
 to

)
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ ⊗) 
p

θ cos(⊗ 
p

φ
)|θ|cos(

) [GeV]tm(t
0

400
0.4 0.7 1.0

600

Figure 11: Pre- and post-fit distributions comparing the data (points) to the POWHEG+PYTHIA

simulation (stacked histograms) for the full matrix measurement in bins of m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)|
in the 2b Shigh category. The x axis shows the bins of the unrolled 4-dimensional distribution
of ϕp̄, cos(θp̄), ϕp, and cos(θp), listed from the outermost to the innermost variable in each
of the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins. The boundaries of the |cos(θ)| and m(tt) bins are labeled and
indicated by dashed and solid lines, respectively. For the illustration of resolution effects, tt
events generated in two selected m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins are shown in different shades of red.
All other tt contributions are shown in pink. A model without any polarization and spin corre-
lation is shown as a blue line. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and
systematic uncertainties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical
uncertainty. Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 12: Pre- and post-fit distributions comparing the data (points) to the POWHEG+PYTHIA

simulation (stacked histograms) for the full matrix measurement in bins of m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)|
in the 2b Shigh category. The x axis shows the bins of the unrolled 4-dimensional distribution
of ϕp̄, cos(θp̄), ϕp, and cos(θp), listed from the outermost to the innermost variable in each
of the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins. The boundaries of the |cos(θ)| and m(tt) bins are labeled and
indicated by dashed and solid lines, respectively. For the illustration of resolution effects, tt
events generated in two selected m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins are shown in different shades of red.
All other tt contributions are shown in pink. A model without any polarization and spin corre-
lation is shown as a blue line. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined statistical and
systematic uncertainties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show the statistical
uncertainty. Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 13: Pre- and post-fit distributions of cos(χ) comparing the data (points) to the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation (stacked histograms) for the D measurement in bins of
m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| in the 2b Shigh category. The boundaries of the |cos(θ)| and m(tt) bins are
labeled and indicated by dashed and solid lines, respectively. For the illustration of resolution
effects, tt events generated in two selected m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins are shown in different shades
of red. All other tt contributions are shown in pink. A model without any polarization and
spin correlation is shown as a blue line. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined
statistical and systematic uncertainties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show
the statistical uncertainty. Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 14: Pre- and post-fit distributions of cos(χ) comparing the data (points) to the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation (stacked histograms) for the D measurement in bins of
m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| in the 2b Shigh category. The boundaries of the |cos(θ)| and m(tt) bins are
labeled and indicated by dashed and solid lines, respectively. For the illustration of resolution
effects, tt events generated in two selected m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins are shown in different shades
of red. All other tt contributions are shown in pink. A model without any polarization and
spin correlation is shown as a blue line. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined
statistical and systematic uncertainties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show
the statistical uncertainty. Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 15: Pre- and post-fit distributions of cos(χ̃) comparing the data (points) to the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation (stacked histograms) for the D̃ measurement in bins of
m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| in the 2b Shigh category. The boundaries of the |cos(θ)| and m(tt) bins are
labeled and indicated by dashed and solid lines, respectively. For the illustration of resolution
effects, tt events generated in two selected m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins are shown in different shades
of red. All other tt contributions are shown in pink. A model without any polarization and
spin correlation is shown as a blue line. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined
statistical and systematic uncertainties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show
the statistical uncertainty. Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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Figure 16: Pre- and post-fit distributions of cos(χ̃) comparing the data (points) to the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation (stacked histograms) for the D̃ measurement in bins of
m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| in the 2b Shigh category. The boundaries of the |cos(θ)| and m(tt) bins are
labeled and indicated by dashed and solid lines, respectively. For the illustration of resolution
effects, tt events generated in two selected m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| bins are shown in different shades
of red. All other tt contributions are shown in pink. A model without any polarization and
spin correlation is shown as a blue line. The gray uncertainty band indicates the combined
statistical and systematic uncertainties in the prediction. The vertical bars on the points show
the statistical uncertainty. Ratios to the predicted yields are provided in the lower panels.
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A possible bias in the measured Qmn (Dn, D̃n) was estimated by performing fits on simulations
with variations of the coefficients of up to ±0.3, which exceeds the maximum observed dif-
ference between the expected and measured values. We found that any bias turns out to be
negligible compared to the other uncertainties in the measurements. We also performed the
fit using the POWHEG+HERWIG and MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA simulations as pseudo-
data and found that we can extract the correct values of the coefficients.

9 Systematic uncertainties
Several theoretical and experimental systematic uncertainties affect the predicted event yields
and are taken into account for the extraction of the Qmn (Dn, D̃n). Their templates are obtained
from alternative or reweighted simulations corresponding to variations in a specific uncertainty
source, usually by one standard deviation. We take into account the following theoretical un-
certainties:

• The effect of higher-order contributions to the ME calculation is estimated by vary-
ing the renormalization µr and factorization µf scales up and down by a factor of
two. Distributions for these variations are obtained using event weights in the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation. The variations of µr and µf are parameterized in the
fit by two independent nuisance parameters. The ME scales of tt and single top
quark production are treated separately.

• The difference in the pT(t) spectrum between the POWHEG+PYTHIA NLO and the
NNLO calculations, obtained with POWHEG MINNLO+PYTHIA exceeds what is ex-
pected based on the µr and µf variations. Therefore, an additional uncertainty is
introduced, whose +1 standard deviation variation corresponds to the reweighting
of the NLO to the NNLO simulation using a NN-based method [65, 66]. The NN-
based approach is used to reduce the statistical fluctuations in this uncertainty.

• First order virtual electroweak corrections are calculated with HATHOR and applied
to LO tt events obtained with MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA. The ratio to the
LO simulation without electroweak corrections is determined as a function of m(tt)
and |cos(θ)|. These ratios are used as event weights to correct the POWHEG simu-
lation. The differences between the electroweak corrected and the default POWHEG

simulation are taken into account as uncertainty.

• The 100 Hessian variations of the NNPDF3.1 set plus the variation of strong cou-
pling αS are taken into account as PDF uncertainties. For each of these variations a
nuisance parameter is added. The distributions are obtained using the correspond-
ing event weights. The PDF variations are correlated for tt and single top quark
production.

• The uncertainties in the initial- and final-state parton showers are estimated by vary-
ing the scales for the different splittings g → qq, g → gg, q → qg, and b → bg by a
factor of two, resulting in a total of eight independent variations. The corresponding
distributions are obtained using event weights. The parton shower scale variations
are correlated for tt and single top quark production.

• The scale that separates the phase space of the first QCD emission into soft and hard
parts is controlled by the hdamp parameter for POWHEG simulations. The values used
for the CP5 tune are 1.38+0.92

−0.51 mt . Separate samples produced with the different val-
ues of hdamp are used to obtain the corresponding distributions. To reduce the impact
from statistical fluctuations we employ the NN based approach [65] to determine the
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weights applied to the central simulation based on the kinematic properties of top
quarks determined at the generator level.

• To estimate the effect of the uncertainty in mt , a variation of 0.5 GeV [46] is taken into
account. For the evaluation of the expected event yields, we use the mt-dependent
tt production cross sections of 843 (820) pb for mt = 172.0 (173.0) GeV [67].

• The uncertainties in the underlying event modeling are estimated using separate
samples that represent an envelope of the uncertainties in the PYTHIA CP5 tune [38].

• The fraction of leptonically decaying b hadrons is changed according to the known
uncertainty in the branching fraction using event-based reweighting [1].

• The uncertainty in the color reconnection is assessed using an alternative model
where the reconnection of colored particles from resonant decays is activated in
PYTHIA, while this is deactivated in the default tune. Other variations use the gluon
move and the QCD-inspired models [68, 69]. The differences between these three
and the default samples are added as symmetric uncertainties.

• At the tt production threshold, theoretical calculations based on nonrelativis-
tic QCD [70] predict tt bound states and other effects not included in the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation. To estimate their effects on the measurement, we
mimic the theoretical calculation by adding a pseudoscalar particle η t with a mass
of 343 GeV and a width of twice the top quark width. It is produced in gg fusion and
decays as η t → WbWb. This is calculated using MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA

and normalized using the cross section of 6.43 pb from Ref. [71]. The difference ob-
served using this model is used to estimate the uncertainty due to bound-state ef-
fects.

All theoretical uncertainties affect all data-taking periods in the same way and the correspond-
ing nuisance parameters are fully correlated between them.

We take into account the following experimental uncertainties:

• The integrated luminosities for the 2016, 2017, and 2018 data-taking years have 1.2–
2.5% individual uncertainties [72–74], while the overall uncertainty for the 2016–
2018 period is 1.6%.

• The prediction of the number of pileup interactions in simulation is assuming a
total inelastic proton-proton cross section of 69.2 mb [75]. Changes in the simu-
lated pileup multiplicity are estimated by varying the total inelastic cross section
by ±4.6%. Templates with enhanced and reduced pileup are obtained by applying
event weights. This uncertainty is treated as fully correlated between the data-taking
periods.

• The jet energy scale uncertainties are split into 19 different sources [59]. The com-
bined uncertainties are pT- and η-dependent, with a magnitude that varies between
0.3 and 1.8% for the relevant jets. In addition, variations are applied depending on
the true generated type to b jets, c jets, uds jets, and gluon jets. The correlations
among the years are evaluated for each source. The differences in the distributions
are obtained by rescaling the jet momenta in the simulation.

• Separate uncertainties for the jet energy resolution are taken into account for jets
in the endcap and barrel regions by varying the resolution corrections within their
uncertainties. These uncertainties are uncorrelated among the years.

• The dominant uncertainty in the pmiss
T is due to the jet energy calibration. Therefore,
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the pmiss
T is also recalculated whenever the jet momenta are rescaled. An additional

contribution to the uncertainty due to particles that do not belong to the selected jets
is estimated [62]. This uncertainty is uncorrelated among years.

• Uncertainties in the electron and muon reconstruction and trigger efficiencies are de-
termined [56]. For each flavor a statistical and systematic uncertainty in the derived
scale factors are taken into account, where the statistical component is uncorrelated
and the systematic component is correlated among the years. In addition, an overall
normalization uncertainty of 0.5% is used to account for the differences in DY and
tt events.

• Since the analysis uses three b tagging categories as input to the NN, we allow for
separate variations of the uncertainties in the scale factors for the tight, medium, and
loose b tagging selections [60, 76]. The variations are performed by recalculating an
event probability using all jets and their true type. The uncertainties in the correction
factors for b and c jets are split into several sources such as statistical, jet energy cor-
rection, and pileup uncertainties. The statistical uncertainty is uncorrelated among
the years, while the rest is treated as correlated. The uncertainties in the correction
factors for the light jet flavors are split into a correlated and an uncorrelated compo-
nent.

• During the data-taking, a gradual shift in the timing of the inputs of the ECAL L1
trigger in the region |η| > 2.0 and of the muon trigger caused a specific trigger
inefficiency. Correction factors as functions of pT, η, and time are computed from
data and applied to the simulation. The statistical uncertainties in these correction
factors are taken into account.

• The uncertainties in the background estimations are detailed in Section 7.

For each bin, an additional nuisance parameter is added [77] whose variation corresponds
to the statistical uncertainty in the central templates. It is known that statistical fluctuations
are also important for the systematic variations. In particular, if the variations are evaluated
based on statistically independent simulations, the statistical effects can easily reach or even
exceed the magnitude of the systematic effect. Therefore, it is often helpful to require a certain
smoothness of the relative systematic effects. This reduces unphysical constraints of the related
nuisance parameters. A 6(3)-dimensional smoothing [78] is applied for the full matrix (D and
D̃) measurements.

10 Results
From the fits to the data we obtain the values of Qmn (Dn, D̃n) in bins of m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| or
pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)|. In the following, we concentrate on regions of the phase space that are of
special interest, e.g., where a higher level of entanglement is expected. Most of the presented
results are obtained from the combination of several m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| or pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| bins.

With the tt event yields of the post-fit model at the generator level Yn, and the normalization
factors an, we obtain the total fitted event yields Kn = Ynan. The result in a combined bin g is
then obtained by averaging the measurements from bins {n} using

Q̂mg =
1

∑
n∈g

Kn
∑
n∈g

KnQmn. (14)

The uncertainties in Q̂mg are calculated using error propagation taking into account the uncer-
tainties and their correlations in the event yields and the Qmn as obtained from the fit. The
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combined normalization factors are obtained based on the Kn sum

cg =
1

∑
n∈g

Y′
n

∑
n∈g

Kn, (15)

where Y′
n are the tt yields of the pre-fit model at the generator level.

Following Refs. [9, 23], we use the new observables C±
nr = Cnr ± Crn, C±

rk = Crk ± Ckr, and
C±

nk = Cnk ± Ckn, where for the calculation the covariances are taken into account. These are
either even or odd under parity (P) and charge-parity (CP) transformations.

The inclusive full matrix measurements based on the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| and pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)|
fits are obtained from the combination of all bins in the additional observables, and are shown
in Fig. 17. The displayed values of ∆E are calculated following Eq. (5).

As expected, both binnings lead to consistent results, where the pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| binning
has a higher expected and observed precision. For the inclusive coefficients, the values
predicted by POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG, MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA, and
MINNLO+PYTHIA are similar. The measured coefficients are in agreement with the predictions
and consistent with the previous measurement in the tt dilepton channel [9]. The measured
polarizations are all compatible with zero. Only the diagonal elements of C differ from zero
with the exception of C+

rk, which is the only even coefficient under P and CP transformation. In
Fig. 18 the results of the inclusive D and D̃ measurements obtained with the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)|
and pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| binnings are shown.

Entangled quantum states are expected at the threshold of tt production and also at high m(tt)
and pT(t) in events with low |cos(θ)| [21]. Therefore, taking advantage of the binning in the ad-
ditional observables, we can obtain the spin correlation coefficients and thus test the entangle-
ment criterion in several m(tt) and pT(t) regions and its dependence on |cos(θ)|. Figures 19–22
provide the results of the full matrix measurements including the ∆E values in bins of m(tt)
and pT(t), i.e., we combine the |cos(θ)| bins in each of these regions. While POWHEG+HERWIG

predicts a slightly smaller spin correlation than the other simulations, the measured coefficients
are compatible with all predictions. With these measurements, the differences in the spin corre-
lation for various kinematic regions become clearly visible. In particular, for the measurement
in pT(t), we observe the signs of Crr and Ckk changing from positive to negative with increasing
pT(t), indicating the transition from the spin-singlet to the spin-triplet as the dominant state.

At the tt production threshold, the most significant results for entanglement using the full
matrix measurement, based on the criterion ∆E > 1, are obtained for m(tt) < 400 GeV and
for pT(t) < 100 GeV. We evaluate the significance of the deviation from the separable state
hypothesis with ∆E = 1 based on the uncertainties in the measured values of ∆E. However, the
observed significance for entanglement does not exceed 2 standard deviations.

The D and D̃ measurements are presented in bins of m(tt) and pT(t) in Fig. 23. The finer
pT(t) binning in the D measurement allows studying events with pT(t) < 50 GeV, where a
significance for entanglement of 3.5 (4.4) standard deviations is observed (expected). A similar
analysis performed in the dilepton channel [15] has higher sensitivity for entanglement at the
tt production threshold. Overall POWHEG+HERWIG predicts slightly higher values of D in the
threshold region, but the measured coefficients remain compatible with all predictions.

Figure 24 shows the contributions of various uncertainty sources to the uncertainties in the
measured ∆E, D, and D̃ in bins of m(tt). In general, the uncertainties in the results are domi-
nated by the statistical contribution, with the exception of the D measurement, where system-
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Figure 17: Results of the inclusive full matrix measurement obtained by combining the bins of
the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| (upper) and pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| (lower) measurements. The measurements
(markers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty
(outer error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG,
MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right panels, results are pre-
sented with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is
displayed with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values of ∆E are displayed for each mea-
surement.
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Figure 18: Results of the inclusive D and D̃ measurement obtained by combining the bins
of the m(tt) vs. |cos(θ)| and pT(t) vs. |cos(θ)| measurements. The measurements (markers)
are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer er-
ror bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG, MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right panel, results are presented
with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with ME scale and PDF uncertainties.

atic effects are more important at low m(tt). The uncertainty in the b tagging calibration is the
dominant source, but depending on the bin, theoretical uncertainties can be of similar sizes, in
particular ME and PS scales.

We further study the results in the region |cos(θ)| < 0.4. These are shown in bins of m(tt) in
Figs. 25–26 for the full matrix and in Fig. 27 for the D̃ measurement. The most significant obser-
vation (expectation) of entanglement is obtained for m(tt) > 800 GeV and |cos(θ)| < 0.4, with
6.7 (5.6) standard deviations for the full matrix measurement and 6.1 (5.5) standard deviations
for the D̃ measurement. The D measurement does not have any sensitivity for entanglement
in this region, since the diagonal elements of the C matrix do not all have the same sign.

Figure 28 summarizes the observed (expected) significance of the measured entanglement vari-
ables. In the upper panels of Fig. 28, the measured results for D (left) near the tt produc-
tion threshold and for D̃ (right) at high m(tt) and low |cos(θ)| are shown. For the full matrix
measurement (lower), the ∆E results with the highest expected significance are shown for the
threshold and high-m(tt) kinematic regions.

Previous measurements of the tt entanglement by ATLAS [14] and CMS [15] were performed
only at the threshold of tt production, where the relative velocity of the top quarks is low. In
this analysis, we additionally measure the entanglement at high m(tt), where, in most of the
selected events, the top quark and antiquark decays are space-like separated because of their
high relative velocity. Using the decay products, the spin correlation is measured when the top
quarks decay. From simulations we know that for m(tt) > 800 GeV the fraction of space-like
separated decays is about 90% [79]. An observation of entanglement could be explained by
an unobserved exchange of classical information between the decaying top quarks. Therefore,
we introduce a more stringent criterion for entanglement that cannot be explained by such an
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Figure 19: Results of the full matrix measurement in bins of m(tt). The measurements (mark-
ers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer
error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG, MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right panels, results are presented
with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values of ∆E are displayed for each measure-
ment.
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Figure 20: Results of the full matrix measurement in bins of m(tt). The measurements (mark-
ers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer
error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG, MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right panels, results are presented
with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values of ∆E are displayed for each measure-
ment.
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Figure 21: Results of the full matrix measurement in bins of pT(t). The measurements (mark-
ers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer
error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG, MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right panels, results are presented
with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values of ∆E are displayed for each measure-
ment.
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Figure 22: Results of the full matrix measurement in bins of pT(t). The measurements (mark-
ers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer
error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG, MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right panels, results are presented
with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values of ∆E are displayed for each measure-
ment.
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Figure 23: Results of the D and D̃ measurements in bins of m(tt) and pT(t). The measurements
(markers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty
(outer error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG,
MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the lower panel results are pre-
sented with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is
displayed with ME scale and PDF uncertainties.
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Figure 24: Contribution of individual uncertainty sources or groups of uncertainties in the
measured ∆E, D, and D̃ in bins of m(tt).
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Figure 25: Results of the full matrix measurement in bins of m(tt) for |cos(θ)| < 0.4. The
measurements (markers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and
total uncertainty (outer error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA,
POWHEG+HERWIG, MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right
panels, results are presented with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The
POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is displayed with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values
of ∆E are displayed for each measurement.
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Figure 26: Results of the full matrix measurement in bins of m(tt) for |cos(θ)| < 0.4. The
measurements (markers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and
total uncertainty (outer error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA,
POWHEG+HERWIG, MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the right
panels, results are presented with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The
POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is displayed with ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The values
of ∆E are displayed for each measurement.
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Figure 27: Results of the D̃ measurements in bins of m(tt) for |cos(θ)| < 0.4. The measurements
(markers) are shown with the statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty
(outer error bars) and compared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+HERWIG,
MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA and MINNLO+PYTHIA. In the lower panel results are pre-
sented with the POWHEG+PYTHIA predictions subtracted. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is
displayed with ME scale and PDF uncertainties.

exchange of information at v ≤ c alone (“critical entanglement”). For this, the time-like sepa-
rated decays are assumed to contribute with the maximum possible value for entanglement of
∆E max = 3, while the space-like separated decays should at least fulfill the condition ∆E sep = 1.
Therefore, the lower boundary of critical entanglement ∆E crit can be defined for a given fraction
f of space-like separated decays as follows:

∆E crit = f ∆E sep + (1 − f )∆E max. (16)

As was shown in Ref. [80], using top quark decays in the definition of f results in the most
stringent criterion ∆E crit. The most sensitive measurements in the threshold and high-m(tt)
kinematic regions are summarized in Fig. 29 together with the value for ∆E crit for each case, and
the significance with respect to critical entanglement and separable states. The first bin pT(t) <
50 GeV was obtained using the D measurement, and the second bin for m(tt) > 800 GeV and
|cos(θ)| < 0.4 was obtained using the full matrix measurement. In the second bin, the space-
like fraction is f = 90%, which corresponds to a ∆E crit = 1.2. The measured (expected) value
exceeds this limit by 5.4 (4.1) standard deviations as shown by the blue vertical arrow.

To validate the Gaussian approximation used in calculating these significances, we perform
profile likelihood fits for fixed values of ∆E in the bin with m(tt) > 800 GeV and |cos(θ)| < 0.4.
For this test, the parameter transformation Cnn = ∆E − |Crr + Ckk| is applied to make ∆E a pa-
rameter of L. The significances are calculated as

√
−2∆ log(L), where ∆ log(L) is the difference

between the profiled likelihood values for a fixed value of ∆E and the global maximum. In
Fig. 30, the scan of −2∆ log(L) is shown as a function of ∆E. The extracted significances for
∆E = 1 and 1.2 are in close agreement with those obtained with the approximate method.
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Figure 28: Entanglement results for the D measurement in the threshold region (upper
left), D̃ measurement in the high-m(tt) region (upper right), and the full matrix measure-
ment in different m(tt) regions (lower). The measurements (points) are shown with the
statistical uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer error bars) and com-
pared to the predictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+PYTHIA+η t , POWHEG+HERWIG, MAD-
GRAPH5 aMC@NLO+PYTHIA, and MINNLO+PYTHIA. The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with the ME scale and PDF uncertainties, while for all other predictions only the central
values are indicated. The observed (expected) significance of the deviation from the boundary
of separable states (green region) is quoted in standard deviations (σ).
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Figure 29: The observed levels of entanglement characterized by ∆E are shown in the thresh-
old region using the D measurement (first bin), and in the high-m(tt) region using the full
matrix measurement (second bin). The measurements (points) are shown with the statistical
uncertainty (inner error bars) and total uncertainty (outer error bars) and compared to the pre-
dictions of POWHEG+PYTHIA, POWHEG+PYTHIA+η t . The POWHEG+PYTHIA prediction is dis-
played with the ME scale and PDF uncertainties. The horizontal blue lines correspond to the
maximum level of entanglement ∆E crit that can be explained by the exchange of information
between t and t at the speed of light. The significance in standard deviations (σ) by which
the measurement exceeds ∆E crit and unity is quoted in blue and light green, respectively, and
indicated by the corresponding arrows.
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Figure 30: Results of the profile likelihood scans. The quantity −2∆ log(L) is shown as func-
tion of ∆E in the bin with m(tt) > 800 GeV and |cos(θ)| < 0.4 for data (black line) and the
POWHEG+PYTHIA simulation (red line). The observed and expected significances in standard
deviations (σ) for ∆E exceeding unity and ∆E crit are quoted.
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11 Summary
The polarization and spin correlation in top quark pair (tt) production are measured in events
with an electron or a muon plus jets in the final state. The entanglement between the spins
of the top quark and antiquark is determined from the measured spin correlation by applying
the Peres–Horodecki criterion. The measurements are based on proton-proton collision data
at

√
s = 13 TeV collected by the CMS experiment at the LHC, corresponding to an integrated

luminosity of 138 fb−1. The decay products of the top quarks are identified using an artificial
neural network. The coefficients of the polarization vectors and the spin correlation matrix are
extracted simultaneously from the angular distributions of tt decay products using a binned
likelihood fit. This is done both inclusively and in various regions of the phase space. The
observed polarization and spin correlation are in agreement with the standard model expecta-
tions. The standard model predicts entangled tt states at the production threshold and at high
masses of the tt system. Entanglement is observed in events with high tt mass, with an ob-
served (expected) significance of 6.7 (5.6) standard deviations, while in events with low trans-
verse momentum of the top quark a significance of 3.5 (4.4) standard deviations is observed
(expected). This is the first observation of entanglement at high tt mass where in about 90% of
the observed tt events the decays of the top quark and antiquark are space-like separated.
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[21] Z. Dong, D. Gonçalves, K. Kong, and A. Navarro, “Entanglement and Bell inequalities
with boosted tt”, Phys. Rev. D 109 (2024) 115023,
doi:10.1103/PhysRevD.109.115023, arXiv:2305.07075.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.93.052007
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1601.01107
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.100.072002
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1907.03729
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.108.212001
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1203.4081
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.114.142001
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1412.4742
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.90.112016
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1407.4314
http://dx.doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-020-8181-6
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1903.07570
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2311.07288
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2406.03976
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2019.05.033
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1811.08573
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP03(2024)099
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2401.08751
http://dx.doi.org/10.1140/epjp/s13360-021-01902-1
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2003.02280
http://dx.doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-023-11307-2
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2208.11723
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.127.161801
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2102.11883
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.109.115023
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2305.07075


References 45

[22] HEPData record for this analysis, 2024. doi:10.17182/hepdata.153301.

[23] W. Bernreuther, D. Heisler, and Z.-G. Si, “A set of top quark spin correlation and
polarization observables for the LHC: Standard model predictions and new physics
contributions”, JHEP 12 (2015) 026, doi:10.1007/JHEP12(2015)026,
arXiv:1508.05271.

[24] A. Brandenburg, Z. G. Si, and P. Uwer, “QCD-corrected spin analysing power of jets in
decays of polarized top quarks”, Phys. Lett. B 539 (2002) 235,
doi:10.1016/S0370-2693(02)02098-1, arXiv:hep-ph/0205023.

[25] A. Peres, “Separability criterion for density matrices”, Phys. Rev. Lett. 77 (1996) 1413,
doi:10.1103/PhysRevLett.77.1413, arXiv:quant-ph/9604005.

[26] P. Horodecki, “Separability criterion and inseparable mixed states with positive partial
transposition”, Phys. Lett. A 232 (1997) 333,
doi:10.1016/S0375-9601(97)00416-7, arXiv:quant-ph/9703004.

[27] Y. Afik and J. R. M. de Nova, “Quantum information with top quarks in QCD”, Quantum
6 (2022) 820, doi:10.22331/q-2022-09-29-820, arXiv:2203.05582.

[28] J. A. Aguilar-Saavedra and J. A. Casas, “Improved tests of entanglement and Bell
inequalities with LHC tops”, Eur. Phys. J. C 82 (2022) 666,
doi:10.1140/epjc/s10052-022-10630-4, arXiv:2205.00542.

[29] CMS Collaboration, “Performance of the CMS Level-1 trigger in proton-proton collisions
at

√
s = 13 TeV”, JINST 15 (2020) P10017, doi:10.1088/1748-0221/15/10/P10017,

arXiv:2006.10165.

[30] CMS Collaboration, “The CMS trigger system”, JINST 12 (2017) P01020,
doi:10.1088/1748-0221/12/01/P01020, arXiv:1609.02366.

[31] CMS Collaboration, “Technical proposal for the Phase-II upgrade of the Compact Muon
Solenoid”, CMS Technical Proposal CERN-LHCC-2015-010, CMS-TDR-15-02, 2015.
doi:10.17181/CERN.VU8I.D59J.

[32] CMS Collaboration, “Particle-flow reconstruction and global event description with the
CMS detector”, JINST 12 (2017) P10003, doi:10.1088/1748-0221/12/10/P10003,
arXiv:1706.04965.

[33] CMS Collaboration, “The CMS experiment at the CERN LHC”, JINST 3 (2008) S08004,
doi:10.1088/1748-0221/3/08/S08004.

[34] P. Nason, “A new method for combining NLO QCD with shower Monte Carlo
algorithms”, JHEP 11 (2004) 040, doi:10.1088/1126-6708/2004/11/040,
arXiv:hep-ph/0409146.

[35] S. Frixione, P. Nason, and C. Oleari, “Matching NLO QCD computations with parton
shower simulations: the POWHEG method”, JHEP 11 (2007) 070,
doi:10.1088/1126-6708/2007/11/070, arXiv:0709.2092.

[36] S. Frixione, G. Ridolfi, and P. Nason, “A positive-weight next-to-leading-order Monte
Carlo for heavy flavour hadroproduction”, JHEP 09 (2007) 126,
doi:10.1088/1126-6708/2007/09/126, arXiv:0707.3088.

http://dx.doi.org/10.17182/hepdata.153301
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/JHEP12(2015)026
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1508.05271
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0370-2693(02)02098-1
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/hep-ph/0205023
http://dx.doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.77.1413
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/quant-ph/9604005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0375-9601(97)00416-7
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/quant-ph/9703004
http://dx.doi.org/10.22331/q-2022-09-29-820
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2203.05582
http://dx.doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-022-10630-4
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2205.00542
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/15/10/P10017
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/2006.10165
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/12/01/P01020
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1609.02366
http://dx.doi.org/10.17181/CERN.VU8I.D59J
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/12/10/P10003
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/1706.04965
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/3/08/S08004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2004/11/040
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/hep-ph/0409146
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2007/11/070
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/0709.2092
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1126-6708/2007/09/126
http://www.arXiv.org/abs/0707.3088


46
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W.L. Aldá Júnior , M. Barroso Ferreira Filho , H. Brandao Malbouisson , W. Car-
valho , J. Chinellato6, E.M. Da Costa , G.G. Da Silveira7 , D. De Jesus Damiao ,
S. Fonseca De Souza , R. Gomes De Souza, T. Laux Kuhn7, M. Macedo , J. Martins ,
L. Mundim , H. Nogima , J.P. Pinheiro , A. Santoro , A. Sznajder , M. Thiel

Universidade Estadual Paulista, Universidade Federal do ABC, São Paulo, Brazil
C.A. Bernardes7 , L. Calligaris , T.R. Fernandez Perez Tomei , E.M. Gregores ,
I. Maietto Silverio , P.G. Mercadante , S.F. Novaes , B. Orzari , Sandra S. Padula

Institute for Nuclear Research and Nuclear Energy, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Sofia,
Bulgaria
A. Aleksandrov , G. Antchev , R. Hadjiiska , P. Iaydjiev , M. Misheva , M. Shopova ,
G. Sultanov

https://orcid.org/0009-0000-0684-6742
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9099-4341
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5135-7489
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5786-0293
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2660-0349
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5389-2872
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1967-6783
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4825-5278
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5141-9560
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0548-0985
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4547-116X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3380-473X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0385-2746
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1058-8093
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2332-8784
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3821-7331
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0510-7010
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6215-7228
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9226-5812
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3998-4081
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8731-9051
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9598-6241
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7752-7471
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5964-1935
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8206-1787
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3984-9987
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8553-4508
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1752-4527
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6792-9522
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3990-2074
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1664-2337
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1559-3606
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2747-5095
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1439-7128
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8547-8211
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1704-4360
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5124-7693
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5039-1462
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1645-7454
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-7233-0738
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3885-6608
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2039-277X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0808-4184
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8645-9282
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8487-9603
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2756-3853
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-7725-7945
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3392-7294
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7931-4496
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5854-7442
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0012-4866
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0175-6454
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4752-2458
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4781-5704
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9108-1560
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6752-2290
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1707-3348
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1160-0621
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2973-4991
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7174-781X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6952-891X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0252-3609
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8150-7043
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8857-8197
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7522-4808
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1775-8574
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8707-6021
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7485-412X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9640-8294
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9404-5933
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5078-3689
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1439-0196
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2043-2367
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3060-350X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2608-0494
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8369-1446
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6114-9907
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6232-3591
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8874-7624
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-4729-8354
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3915-3170
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9029-8506
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2459-8521
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3177-4626
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5855-9817
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3904-0571
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1326-318X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0738-6615
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5016-6434
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3514-7056
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3769-1680
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7830-0837
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6173-9859
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2120-2782
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9964-7805
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7705-1066
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3233-8247
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0568-665X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6998-1108
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7139-7963
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5790-9563
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9951-9448
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1809-5226
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0205-1672
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3852-0266
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8333-4302
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0471-8549
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4232-4743
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3071-0559
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6934-2541
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3210-5037
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1824-1737
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6330-0607
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4854-5301
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6664-2493
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8030-3866


50

University of Sofia, Sofia, Bulgaria
A. Dimitrov , L. Litov , B. Pavlov , P. Petkov , A. Petrov , E. Shumka

Instituto De Alta Investigación, Universidad de Tarapacá, Casilla 7 D, Arica, Chile
S. Keshri , D. Laroze , S. Thakur

Beihang University, Beijing, China
T. Cheng , T. Javaid , L. Yuan

Department of Physics, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China
Z. Hu , Z. Liang, J. Liu

Institute of High Energy Physics, Beijing, China
G.M. Chen8 , H.S. Chen8 , M. Chen8 , F. Iemmi , C.H. Jiang, A. Kapoor9 , H. Liao , Z.-
A. Liu10 , R. Sharma11 , J.N. Song10, J. Tao , C. Wang8, J. Wang , Z. Wang8, H. Zhang ,
J. Zhao

State Key Laboratory of Nuclear Physics and Technology, Peking University, Beijing, China
A. Agapitos , Y. Ban , S. Deng , B. Guo, C. Jiang , A. Levin , C. Li , Q. Li , Y. Mao,
S. Qian, S.J. Qian , X. Qin, X. Sun , D. Wang , H. Yang, L. Zhang , Y. Zhao, C. Zhou

Guangdong Provincial Key Laboratory of Nuclear Science and Guangdong-Hong Kong
Joint Laboratory of Quantum Matter, South China Normal University, Guangzhou, China
S. Yang

Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, China
Z. You

University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei, China
K. Jaffel , N. Lu

Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, China
G. Bauer12, B. Li13, K. Yi14 , J. Zhang

Institute of Modern Physics and Key Laboratory of Nuclear Physics and Ion-beam
Application (MOE) - Fudan University, Shanghai, China
Y. Li

Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China
Z. Lin , C. Lu , M. Xiao

Universidad de Los Andes, Bogota, Colombia
C. Avila , D.A. Barbosa Trujillo, A. Cabrera , C. Florez , J. Fraga , J.A. Reyes Vega

Universidad de Antioquia, Medellin, Colombia
F. Ramirez , C. Rendón, M. Rodriguez , A.A. Ruales Barbosa , J.D. Ruiz Alvarez

University of Split, Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering and Naval
Architecture, Split, Croatia
D. Giljanovic , N. Godinovic , D. Lelas , A. Sculac

University of Split, Faculty of Science, Split, Croatia
M. Kovac , A. Petkovic, T. Sculac

Institute Rudjer Boskovic, Zagreb, Croatia
P. Bargassa , V. Brigljevic , B.K. Chitroda , D. Ferencek , K. Jakovcic, A. Starodumov15 ,
T. Susa

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2899-701X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8511-6883
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3635-0646
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0420-9480
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-8899-1514
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0104-2574
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3280-2350
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6487-8096
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1647-0360
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2954-9315
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-2757-4054
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6719-5397
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8209-4343
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2629-5420
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8672-8227
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0489-9669
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5911-4051
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1844-1504
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0124-6999
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2896-1386
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1181-1426
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2006-3490
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3103-1083
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8843-5209
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8365-7726
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8953-1232
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1912-0374
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2999-1843
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-6986-388X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9565-4186
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6339-8154
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8290-0517
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0630-481X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4409-4574
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9013-1199
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7947-9007
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5904-7258
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2075-8631
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8324-3291
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7419-4248
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2631-6770
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2459-1824
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3314-2534
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1812-3474
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7421-0313
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9628-9336
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5610-2693
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0486-6296
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3222-0249
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5137-8543
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7178-0484
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9480-213X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0826-0803
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3306-0363
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-6792-6881
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4674-9450
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8269-5760
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7938-7559
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2391-4599
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9578-4105
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8612-3332
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5847-0062
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0220-8441
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9116-1202
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9570-9255
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7430-2552


51

University of Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprus
A. Attikis , K. Christoforou , A. Hadjiagapiou, C. Leonidou , J. Mousa , C. Nicolaou,
L. Paizanos, F. Ptochos , P.A. Razis , H. Rykaczewski, H. Saka , A. Stepennov

Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
M. Finger , M. Finger Jr. , A. Kveton

Universidad San Francisco de Quito, Quito, Ecuador
E. Carrera Jarrin

Academy of Scientific Research and Technology of the Arab Republic of Egypt, Egyptian
Network of High Energy Physics, Cairo, Egypt
Y. Assran16,17, B. El-mahdy, S. Elgammal17

Center for High Energy Physics (CHEP-FU), Fayoum University, El-Fayoum, Egypt
M. Abdullah Al-Mashad , M.A. Mahmoud

National Institute of Chemical Physics and Biophysics, Tallinn, Estonia
K. Ehataht , M. Kadastik, T. Lange , S. Nandan , C. Nielsen , J. Pata , M. Raidal ,
L. Tani , C. Veelken

Department of Physics, University of Helsinki, Helsinki, Finland
H. Kirschenmann , K. Osterberg , M. Voutilainen

Helsinki Institute of Physics, Helsinki, Finland
S. Bharthuar , N. Bin Norjoharuddeen , E. Brücken , F. Garcia , P. Inkaew ,
K.T.S. Kallonen , T. Lampén , K. Lassila-Perini , S. Lehti , T. Lindén , M. Myllymäki ,
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MTA-ELTE Lendület CMS Particle and Nuclear Physics Group, Eötvös Loránd University,
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INFN Sezione di Baria, Università di Barib, Politecnico di Baric, Bari, Italy
M. Abbresciaa,b , A. Colaleoa,b , D. Creanzaa,c , B. D’Anzia,b , N. De Filippisa,c ,
M. De Palmaa,b , W. Elmetenaweea ,b ,45 , N. Ferraraa,b , L. Fiorea , G. Iasellia,c ,
L. Longoa , M. Loukaa,b, G. Maggia,c , M. Maggia , I. Margjekaa , V. Mastrapasquaa,b ,
S. Mya,b , S. Nuzzoa,b , A. Pellecchiaa,b , A. Pompilia,b , G. Pugliesea,c ,
R. Radognaa,b , D. Ramosa , A. Ranieria , L. Silvestrisa , F.M. Simonea,c ,
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27Also at CERN, European Organization for Nuclear Research, Geneva, Switzerland
28Also at Institute of Nuclear Research ATOMKI, Debrecen, Hungary
29Now at Universitatea Babes-Bolyai - Facultatea de Fizica, Cluj-Napoca, Romania
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