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P R E F A C E

IT is a queftion- whether modern hiftory has any thing more curious to offer to
the attention of the politician, than the progrefs and rivalthip of the French
and Englith empires, from the miniftry of Colbert to the revolution in France.
. In the courfe of thofe 130 years, both have figured with a degree of fplendour
that has attra@ed the admiration of mankind.

In proportion to the power, the wealth, and the refources of thefe nations, is
the intereft which the world in general takes in the maxims of political aco-
nomy by which they have been governed. To examine how far the fyftem of
that ceconomy has infldenced agriculture, manufa@ures, commerce, and public
felicity, is certainly an inquiry of no {light importance ; and fo many books have
been compofed on the tbeory of thefe, that the public can hardly think that time
mifemployed which attempts to give THE PRACTICE.

"The-furvey which I made, fome years paft, of the agriculture of England and
Ireland (the minutes of .which I publithed under the title of Tours), was fuch a
ftep towards underftanding the ftate of our hufbandry as I fhall not prefume
to chara@erife ; there are but few of the European nations that do not read

_ thefe Tours in their own language; and, noththﬁandmg all their faults and
deficiencies, it has been often regretted, that no fimilar defcription of France
could be reforted to, cither by the farmer or the politician. Indeed it could not
But be lamented, that this vaft kingdom, which has fo much figured in hiftory,
were likely to remain another century unknown, with refpe@ to thofe circum-
ftances that are the objets of my inquiries. An hundred and thirty years have
paffed, including one of the moft a&tive and confpicuous reigns upon record, in
which the French power and refources, though much overftrained, were for-
midable to Europe. How far were that power and thofe refources founded on
the permanent bafis of an enlightened agriculture ? How far on the more infe-
cure fupport of manufactures and commerce? How far have wealth and power
and exterior fplendour, from whatever caufe they may have arifen, refle@ed
back upon the people the profperity they implied? Very curious inquiries;
yet refolved infufficiently by thofe whofe political reveries are fpun by their fire-
fides, or caught flying as they are whirled through Europe in poft-chaifes. A
man who is not pra&ically acquamtch with agriculture, knows not how to make

2 thofe
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thofe inquiries ; he fcarcely knows how to difcriminate the circumftances pro-
du@ive of mifery, fram thofe which generate the felicity of a people; an affer-
tion that will not appear paradoxical, to thofe who have attended clofely to-thefe
fubjects. At the fame time, the mere agriculturift, wko makes fuch journies,
fees little or nothing of the connecion between the practice in the fields, and the
refources of the empire; of combinations that take place between operations
apparently unimportant, and the general intereft of the ftate ; combinations fo
curious, as to convert, .in fome cafes, well cultivated fields into fcenes of mi-
fery, and accuracy of hufbandry into the parent of national weaknefs. Thefe
are fubje@s that nevcr will be underftood from the fpeculations. of the mere
farmer, or the mere politician ; they demand -a mixture of both; and the in-
veftigation of a mind free from preJudace, particularly national prejudice ; from
the love of {yftem, and of the vain theories that are to be found in the clofets of
fpeculators ajone. God forbid that I thould be guilty of the vanity of fuppofing
myfelf thus endowed ! I know too well the contrary ; and have no other pre-
tenfion to undertake fo arduous a work, than that of having rcportcd the agri-
culturé of England with fome little: fuceefs. Twenty years experience, fince.
that atterapt, may- ‘make me hope to be not lefs-qualified for fimilar cxcmons at.
refent.

d . The.clouds that, for-four or five years paft, have indicated a changc in the
political ky of the French hemifphere, and which haye fince gathered to fo fin-
gular a ftorm, have rendered it'yet more interefting, to know what France was
previoufly to any change. It would indeed have been matter of aftonithment,
if monarchy had rifen, and had fet in that region, without the kingdom having,
had any gxamination profeﬂ'edly agricultural.

The candid reader will hot expe@, from the regn&ers of a traveller, that mi-
nyte analyfis of common pra&ice, which a man is enabled to give, who refides:
fome months, or years, confined to one fpot; twenty men, employed during
twenty years, would not effe it ; and fuppofing it done, not one thoufandth
part of their lJabours would be worth a perufal. Some fingularly enlightened.
diftri@s merit fuch attention; but the number of them, in any country, is in-
confiderable ; and the prafices that deferve fuch a ftudy, perhaps, ftill fewer :
to know that unenlightened practices exift, and want improvement, is the chief
knowledge that is of nfe to convey ; and this rather for the ftatefman than the
farmer. No reader, if he knows any thing of my fituation, will expe&, in this
work; what the advantages of rank and fortune are neceflary to produce—of fuch
I had none to exert, and could combat difficulties with no othet arms than un-
remitted attention, and unabating induftry. Had my aims been feconded by
that fuccefs in life, which gives epergy to effort, and vigour to purfuit, the work
would have been more worthy of the public cye; but fuch fuccefs muft, in this

kingdom,
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kingdom, be fooner looked for in any other path than in that of the plough ; the
non ullus aratro dignus honos, was not more applicable to a period of confufion -
and bloodfhed at Rome, than to one of peace and luxury in England.

. One circumftance I may be allowed tQ mention, becaufe it will fhew, that
whatever faults the enfuing pages contain, they do not flow from any prefump-
tive expeGation of fuccefs: a feeling that belongs to writers only, much more
popular than myfelf: when the publither agreed to run the hazard of printing
thefe papers, and fome progrefs being made in the journal, the whole MS. was
put intothe compefitor’s hand to be examined, if there were a fufficiency for a
volume of fixty fheets ; he found enough prepared for the prefs to®ll 140: and
I affure the reader, that the fucceflive employment of ftriking out ahd mutilating
more than the half of what I had written, was executed with more indifference
than regret, even though it obliged me to exclude feveral chapters, upon which
I had taken confiderable pains. The publifher would have printed the whole ; but
whatever faults may be found with the author, he ought at leaft to be exempted
from.the imputation of an undue confidence in the public favour; fincto ex-
punge was undertaken as readily as to compofe.—~So much depended in the
fecond part of the work on accurate figures, that’I did not care to truft to myfelf,
but employed a fchoolmafter, who has the reputation of being a good arithmeti-
cian, for examining the calculatxons, and I hope he has not let any material er-
rors efcape him.

The revolution in France was a hazardous and critical fubje&, but too im-
portant to be negle@ted pthe details I have given, and the refleGtions I have
ventured, will, I truft, be received with candour, by thofe who confider how
many authors, of no inconfiderable ability and reputation, have failed on that
difficult theme : the courfe I have fteered is fo removed from extremes, that I
can hardly hope for the approbation of more than a few; and I may apply to
myfelf, in this inftance, the words of Swift :—*“ I have the ambmon, common
with other reafoners, to wifh at leaft that both parties may think me iz zbe right;
but if that is not to be hoped for, my next with (hould be, that beth might think
me in the wrong ; which I would underftand as an ample juftification of my-
felf, and a fure ground to believe that I have proceeded at leaft with impar-"
tiality, and perhaps with truth.”
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the reader has the fatisfaltion of being as fafe from impofition either defigned or

involuntary, as the nature of the cafe.will admit:. all. which. advantages are
wanted in the other method.
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TRAVETLS &

HERE are two-methods of writing travels ;. to regifter the journey itflf;.

or the refult of it. In the former cafe, it is a diary, under which head-

are to be clafled all thofe books of travels written in the form of letters. The

Tatter ufually falls into the thape of effays on diftin& fubje@s. Of the former

method of compofing, almoft every book of modern travels is an example..

" Of the latter, the admirable eflays of my valuable friend Mr. Profeflor Sy~
monds, upon Italian agriculture, are the moft perfect fpecimens.

It is of very little importance what form is adopted by a man.of real genius ;:
he will make any form ufeful, and any information interefting. But for per-
fons of more moderate talents, it is of confequence to- confider the circum-
ftances for and againft both thefe modes. :

The journal form hath. the advantage of carrying with ita gruter degree of’
credibility ; and, of courfe, more weight. A traveller who- thus regifters his-
obfervations is detected the moment he writes of things-he has-notfeen. Heis
precluded from giving ftudied or elaborate remarks upon infufficient foundations :.
If he fees little, he muft regifter little : if he has few good opportunities of be-
ing well informed, the reader is enabled to obferve it, and will be induced.
to give no more credit to his relations than-the fources of them appear to deferve ::
if he-pafles 1o rapidly through a country as neceffarily to be no judge of what he:
fees, the reader knows it: if he dwells long in places of little or. no moment,
- with private views or for private bufinefs, the circumftance is feen ; and thus
the reader has the fatisfaction of being as fafe from impofition either dcﬁgnod or
involuntary, as the nature of the cafe.will admit:. all. which. advantages arer
wanted in. the other method.

] B But-
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But to balance them, there are on the other hand fome weighty inconveniences ;
among thefe the principal is, the prolixity to which a diary generally leads; the
very mode of writing almoft making it inevitable. It neceffarily caufes repeti-
tions of the fame fubje@s and the fame ideas; and that furely muft be deemed
no inconfiderable fault, when one employs many words to fay what might be
better faid in a few. Another capital objection is, that fubjects of importance,
inftead of being treated de fuste for illuftration or comparifon, are given by fcraps
as received, without order, and without conneion ; a mode which leflens the
- effe& of writing, and deftroys much of its utility.

In favour of compofing effays on the principal obje@s that have been obferved,
that is, giving the refult of travels and not the travels themfelves, there is this
obvious and great advantage, that the fubjects thus treated are in as complete a ftate
of combination and illuftration as the abilities of the author can make them; the
matter comes with full force and effe@t. Another admirable circumftance is
brevity ; for by the reje&ion of all ufelefs details, the reader has nothing before
him but what tends to the full explanation of the fubje : of the difadvantages,
I need not fpeak ; they are fufficiently noted by fthewing the benefits of the diary
form; for proportionably to the bencfits of the onc, will clearly be the difad-
vantages of the other.

After weighing the pour and the contre, I think that it is not impracticable in
my peculiar cafe to retain the benefits of both thefe plans.

. With one leading and predominant object in view, namely agnculture, have
conceived that I might throw each fubje of it into diftin& chapters, retaining
all the advantages which arife from compofing the refult only of my travels.

At the fame time, that the reader may have whatever fatisfa@ion flows from the
diary form, the obfervations which I made upon the face of the countries through
which I paffed ; and upon the manners, cuftoms, amufements, towns, roads,
feats, &c. may, without injury, be given in a journal, and thus fatisfy the
reader in all thofe points, with which he ought in candour to be made ac-
quainted, for the reafons above intimated.

It is upon this idea that I have reviewed my notes, and executed the work I
now offer to the public.

But travelling upon paper, as well as moving amongft rocks and rivers, hath
its difficulties. 'When I had traced my plan, and begun to work upon it, I re-
je&ted, without mercy, a variety of little circumftances relating to myfelf only,
and of converfations with various perfons which I had thrown upon paper for
the amufement of my family and intimate friends. For this I was remonftrated
with by a perfon, of whofe judgment I think highly, as having abfolutely {poiled
my diary, by expunging the very paffages that would beft pleafe the mafs of .
common readers ; in a word, that I muft give up the journal plan entirely, or

let
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fet it go as it was written.—To treat the public like a friend, let them fee all, and
truft to their candour for forgiving trifles. He reafoned thus: Depend on it,
Young, that thofe notes you wrote at the moment, are more likely to pleafé than what
you will now produce coolly, with the idea of reputation in your bead : whatever you
Sirtke out will be what is moft interefling, for you will be gusded by the importance of
© the fubfeét ; and believe me, it 15 not this confideration tbat pleafes fo much as a care-
lefs and eafy mode of thinking and writing, which every man exercifes moft when be
does not compofe for the prefs. That I am right in this opinion you yourfelf afford a
proofs  Your tour of Ireland (he was pleafed to fay) is one of the beft accounts of a
country I bave read, yet it had no great Juccefs. Wbhy? Becaufe the chief part of it
1s a farming diary, which, however valuable it may be to confult, nobody will read.
If, therefore, you print your journal at all, print it fo as to be read ; or reject the
method entirely, and confine yourfelf to fet differtations. Remember the travels of
Dr.—— and Mrs. ==, from which it would be difficult to gatber one fingle im=
portant idea, yet they were received with applaufe ; nay, the bagatelles of Baretts,
amongfl the Spanifb muleteers, were read with avidity.

The high opinion I have of the judgment of my friend, induced me to follow
his advice ; in confequence of which, I venture to offer my itinerary to the
public, juft as it was written on the fpot : requefting my reader, if much fhould
be found of a trifling nature, to pardon it, from a refle@ion, that the chief ob-
je& of my travels is to be found in another part of the work, to which he may
at once have recourfe, if he with to attend only to fubje@s of a more importang
charaé&er.

J O URN A L
May 15, 1787.

T HE ftreight that feparates England, fo fortunately for her, from
all the reft of the world, muft bé croffed many times before a tra-
veller ceafes to be furprifed at the fudden and univerfal change that furrounds
him on landing at Calais. The fcene, the people, the language, every objet
is new; and in thofe circumftances in which there is moft refemblance, a
difcriminating eye finds little difficulty in difcovering marks of diftinétion.
The noble improvement of a falt marfhy worked by Monf{. Mouron of this

town, occafioned my acquaintance fome time ago with that gentleman; and I
’ B2 » had
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had found him too well informed, upon various important objects, not to renew
it with pleafure. I fpent an’'agreeable and inftructive evening at his houfe.——
365 miles. : )

‘The 17th. Nine hours rolling at anchor had fo fatigued my mare, that I
thought it neceflary for her to reft one day; but this morning I left Calais.
For a few wmiles the country refembles parts of Norfolk and Suffolk ; gentle
hills, with fome inclofures around the houfes in the vales, and a diftant range
of wood. The country.is the fame to Boulogne. Towards that town, 1 was
pleafed to find many feats belonging to people who refide there. How often

- are falfe ideas conceived from reading and report! I imagined that nobody but
farmers and labourers in France lived in the country ; and the firft ride I take
in that kingdom fthews me a {core of country feats. The road excellent.

Boulogne is not an ugly town; and from the ramparts of the upper part the
wiew is beautiful, though low water in the river would not let me fee it to
advantage. It is well known that this place has long been the refort of great
numbers of perfons from England, whofe misfortunes in trade, or extravagance
n life, have made a refidence abroad more agreeable than at home. It is eafy
to fuppofe that they here find a Jevel of fociety that tempts them to herd in the
dame place.” Certainly it is not cheapnefs, for it is rather dear. The mixture
of French and Englith women makes an odd appearance in the ftrects; the
fatter are dreffed in their own fathion ; but the French heads are all without
hats, with clofe caps, and the body covered with a long cloak that reaches °
to the feet. The town has the appearance of being flourithing : the.buildings
good, and in repair, with fome modern ones ; perhaps as fure a teft of profpe-
rity_ as any other. They are raifing alfo a new church, on a large and ex-
penfive fcale. The place on the whole is chearful, and the environs pleafing ;
and the fea-thore is a flat ftrand of firm fand as far as the tide reaches. The
high land adjoining is worth -viewing by thofe. who have not already feen the
petrification’of clay; it Is found in the floney and:argilaceous ftate, juft as what
1 defcribed at Harwich. (Annals of Agriculture, vol. vi. p. 218.)=—24 miles.

The 18th. The view of Boulogne from the other fide, at the diftance of a mile
is a pleafing landfcape ; the river meanders in the vale, and fpreadsin a fine reach
under the town, juft before it falls into the fea, which opens between two high
lands, one of which backs the town.—The view wants only wood; for if the
hills had more, fancy could fcarcely paint a more agreeable fcene. The country
improves, more inclofed, and fome parts firongly refembling England. Some
fine meadows about Bonbrie, and feveral chateaus. I am not profefledly in this
diary on hufbandry, but muft juft obferve, that it is to the full as bad as the country
is good ; corn miferable and yellow with weeds, yet all fummer fallowed with loft

attention. On the hills, which are at no great diftance from the fea, the trees |
R turn
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turn their heads from it, thorn of their foliage : it is not therefore to the S. W.
alone that we fhould attribute this effe&t.—If the French have not hufbandry to
fhew us, they have roads ; nothing can be more beautiful, or.kept in more gar-
.den order, -if I may ufe the expreffion, than that which paffes through a fine
wood of Monf. Neuvillier’s; and indeed for the whole way from Samer it is
wonderfully formed : a vaft caufeway, with hills cut to level vales; which
would fill me with admiration, if I had known nothing of the -abominable
corveds, that make me commiferate the opprefled farmers, from whofe extorted
labour, this magnificence has been wrung. Women gathering grafs and weeds
by hand in the woods for their cows is a -trait of poverty. - - :

Pafs turberries, near Montreuil, like thofe at Newbury. The walk round the
ramparts of that town is pretty : the little gardens in the baftions below are fin-
-gular. The place has many Englith; for what purpofe not eafy to conceive,
for itis unenlivened by thofe circumftances that render towns pleafant. Ina
-fhort converfation with an Englith family returning home, the lady, who is
young, and I conjeGture agreeable, affured me I fhould find the court of Ver-
failles amazingly fplendid. Oh! how fthe loved France !—and fhould regret
going to England if fhe did not expect foon 4o return.  As fhe had crofled the
kingdom of France, 1 afked her what part of it pleafed her beft; the anfwer
.was, fuch as a pair of pretty lips would be fure to utter, “ Oh ! Paris and Ver~
failles.” Her hufband, who is not fo young, faid *“ Toursaine.” It is probable,
. that a farmer is much more likely to agree with the fentiments of the huf-
band than of the lady, notwithftanding her charms.——24 miles.

The 1gth. Dined, or rather ftarved, at Bernay, where for the firft time I met
with that wine of whofe ill fame I had heard fo much in England, that of be-
ing worfe than {mall beer. No fcattered farm-houfes in this part of Picardy,-
all being colleted in villages which i$ as unfortunate for the beauty of a coun-
try, as it is inconvenient to its cultivation. To Abbeville, unpleafant, nearly
flat; and though there are many and great woods, yet they are uninterefting.
Pafs the new chalk chateau of Monf, St. Maritan, who, had he been in
_.England, would not have built a good houfe in that fituation, nor have pro-
Jjeced his walls like thofe of an alms-houfe.

Abbeville is faid to contain 22,000 fouls; it is old, and difagreeably built ;
many of the houfes of wood, with a greater air of antiquity than I remember to
have feen ; their brethren in England have been long ago demolithed. Viewed
the manufacture of Van Robais, which was eftablithed by Lewis XIV. and of
which Voltaire and others have fpoken fo much. I had many enquiries con-
cerning wool and woollens to make here; and, in converfation with the manu-
facturers, found them great paliticians, condemning with violence the new
.commercial treaty with England.=——30 miles. Th

: -The
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The 21ft. It is the fame flat'and unpleafing country to Flixcourt.—15 miles,

The 22d. Poverty and poor crops to Amiens ; women are now ploughing
with a pair of horfes to fow barley. The difference of the cuftoms of the two
nations is in nothing more ftriking than in the labours of the fex ; in England,
it is very little that they will do in the fields except to glean and make hay ; the
firft is a party of pilfering, and the fecond of pleafure : in France, they plough
and fill the dung-cart. Lombardy poplars feem to have been introduced here
about the fame time as in England.

Picquigny has been the fcenc of a remarkable tranfaé'txon, that does great ho-
nour to the tolerating fpirit of the French nation. Monf. Colmar, a Jew,
bought the feignory and eftate, including the vifcounty of Amiens, of the
Duke of Chaulnes, by virtue of which he appoints the canons of the cathe-
dral of Amiens. The bithop refifted his nomination, and it was carried by
appeal to the parliament of Paris, whofe decree was in favour of Monf. Col-
mar. The immediate feignory of Picquigny, but without its dependences, is
refold to the Count d’Artois.

At Amiens, view the cathedral, faid to be built by the Englith ; it is very
large, and beautifully light and decorated. They are fitting it up in black
drapery, and a great canopy, with illuminations for the burial of the Prince de
Tingry, colonel-of the regiment of cavalry, whofe ftation is here. To view
this was an obje&t among the people, and crouds were at each door. I was re-
- fufed entrance, but fome officers being admitted, gave orders that an Englith
gentleman without fhould be let in, and I was called back from fome diftance
and defired very politely to enter, as they did not know at firft that I was an
Englithman. Thefe are but trifles, but they thew liberality ; and it is fair to re-
port them. If an Englithman receives attentions in France, decaufe be is an
Englifbman, what return ought to be made to a Frenchman in England, is
fufficiently obvious. The chateau d’eau, or machine for fupplying Amiens with
water, is worth viewing ; but plates only could give an idea of it. The town
abounds with woollen manufaGtures. I converfed with feveral mafters, who un-
ited entirely with thofe of Abbeville in condemning the treaty of commerce,—
15 miles.

The 23d. To Breteuil the country is diverfified, woods every where in fight
the whole journey.——21 miles.

The 24th. A flat and umntcrcﬁmg chalky country continues almoft to
Clermont; where it improves; is hilly and has wood. The view of the
town, as foon as the dale is feen, with the Duke of Fitzjames’s plantations, is
pretty.—~——24 miles.

The 25th. The environs of Clermont are piGurefque. The hills about

Liancourt are pretty ; and fpread with a fort of cultivation I had never feen be-
fore,
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fore, a mixture of vineyard (for here the vines firft appear) ; garden, and corn.
A piece of wheat ; a fcrap of lucerne; a patch of clover or vetches; a bit of
vines ; with cherry, and other fruit-trees fcattered among all, and the whole
cultivated with the fpade : it makes a pretty appearance, but muft form a poor
fyftem of trifling.

Chantilly l—magnificence is its reigning chara@er ; it is never loft. There
is not tafte or beauty enough to foften it into milder features: all but the cha-
teau is great ; and there is fomething impofing in that, except the gallery of the
Great Conde’s battle, and the cabinet of natural hiftory which is rich in very
fine fpecimens, moft advantageoufly arranged, it contains nothing that demands
particular notice ; nor is there one room which in England would be called large.
_ The ftable is truly great, and exceeds very much indeed any thing of the kind
I had ever feen. It is 580 feet long, and 4o broad, and is fometimes filled with
240 Englith horfes. I had been fo accuftomed to the imitation in water, of the
waving and irregular lines of nature, that I came to Chantilly prepoffefled
againft the idea of a canal ; but the view of one here is ftriking, and had the ef-
fect which magnificent fcenes imprefs. It arifes from extent, and from the
right lines of the water uniting with the regularity of the objects in view. It
is Lord Kaimes, I think, who fays, the part of the garden contiguous to the
houfe thould partake of the regularity of the building ; with much magnifi-
cence about a place, this is almoft unavoidable. The effe&® here, however, is
leflened by the parterre before the caftle, in which the divifions and the dimi-
nutive jets-d’eau are not of a fize to correfpond with the magnificence of
the canal. The menagerie is very pretty, and exhibits a prodigious variety of
domeftic poultry, from all parts of the world ; one of the beft obje&s to which
a menagerie can be applied ; thefe, and the Corfican ftag, had all my attention.
The bameau contains an imitation of an Englith garden; the tafte is but juft
introduced into France, fo that it will not ftand a critical examination. The
moft Englith idea I faw is the lawn in front of the ftables; it is large, of a
good verdure, and well kept ; proving clearly that they may have as fine lawns
in the north of France as in England. The labyrinth is the only complete one I
have feen, and I have no inclination to fee another: it is in gardening what a
rebus is in poetry. In the Sylvae are many very fine and fcarce plants. I with
thofe perfons who view Chantilly, and are fond of fine trees would not forget
to afk for the great beech ; this is the fineft I ever faw ; ftrait as an arrow, and,
as I guefs, not lefs than 8o or go feet high ; 40 feet to the firft branch, and 12
feet diameter at five from the ground. It is in all refpects one of the fineft
trees that can any where be met with. Two others are near it, but not equal to
this fuperb one. The foreft around Chantilly, belonging to the Prince of
Cond¢ is immenfe, fpreading far and wide; the Paris road croffes it for ten

miles,
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miles, which is its leaft extent. They fay the capitainerie, or paramounthip,

-8 above 100 miles in circumference. That s to fay, all the inhabitants for that.
extent are peftered with game, without permiffion to deftroy it, in order to give
one man diverfion. Ought not thefe capitaineries to be extirpated ?

At Luzarch, I found that my mare, from illnefs, would travel nq fur-
ther ; French ftables, which are covered dung-hills, and the careleflnefs of
gargons d’ecuries, an execrable fet of vermin, had given her cold. I therefore
left her to fend for from Paris, and went thither poft; by which experiment
I found that pofting in France is much worfe, and even, upon the whole, dearer
than in England. Being in a poft-chaife I travelled to Paris, as other travel-
lers in poft-chaifes do, thatis to fay, knowing little or nothing The laft ten
miles I was eagerly on the watch for that throng of carriages which near Lon-
don impede the traveller. I watched in vain; for the road, quite to the gates,
is, on comparifon, a perfet defert. So many great roads join here, that I fup-
pofe this muft be accidental. The entrance has nothing magnificent ; ill built
and dirty. To get to the Rue de Varenne Fauxbourg St. Germain, I had the
whole city to crofs, and pafled it by narrow, ugly,. and crouded ftreets.

At the hotel de 1a Rochefoucauld I found the Duke of Liancourt and his
fons, the Count de la Rochefoucauld, and the Count Alexander, with my excel-
lent friend Monfieur de Lazowiki, all of whom I had the pleafure of knowing
in Suffolk. They introduced me to the Duchefs D’Eftiflac, mother of the Duke
of Liancourt, and to the Duchefs of Liancourt. The agreeable reception and
friendly attentions I met with from all this liberal family were well calculated to
give me the moft favourable impreflion * * % * #* 3 miles. "

The 26th. So fhort a time had I pafled before in France, that the fcene
is totally new to me. ‘Till we have been accuftomed to travelling, we have
a propenfity to ftare at and admire every thing—and to be on the fearch for no-
velty, even in circumftances in which it is ridiculous to look for it. I have
been upon the full filly gape to find out things that I had not found before, as if
a ftreet in Paris could be compofed of any thing but houfes, or houfes formed of
any thing but brick or ftone—or that the people in them, not being Englifh,
" would be walking on their heads. I fhall thake of this folly as faftas I can, and
" bend my attention to mark the charaler and difpofition of the nation. Such
views naturally lead us to catch the little circumftances which fometimes
exprefs them ; not an eafy tafk, but fubje@ to many errors.

I have only one day to pafs at Paris, and that is taken up with buying ncccf-
faries. At Calais, my abundant care produced the inconvenience it was meant to
avoid ; | was afraid of lofing my trunk, by leaving it at Deflein’s for the dili-
gence; fo I fent it to M. Mouron’s.—The confequence is, that it is not to be
found at Paris, and its cantents are to, be bought again before. I can leave this

city
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city on our journey to the Pyrenees. I believe it may be received as a maxim,
that a traveller fhould always truft his baggage to the common voituares of the
countgy, without any extraordinary precautions.

After a rapid excurfion, with my friend Lazowfkl, to {fee many things, but
too hattily to form any corre& idea, fpend the evening at his brother’s, where I
had the pleafure of meeting Mon{. de Brouffonet, fecretary of the Royal So-
ciety of Agriculture, and Monf. Defmarets, both of the Academy of Sciences.
As Monf. Lazowifki is well informed in the manufa@ures of France, in the
police of which he enjoys a poft of confideration, and as the other gentle-
men have paid much attention to agriculture, the converfation was in no {light
degree inftructive,+and I regretted that a. very early departure from Paris would
not let me promife myfelf a further enjoyment {o congenial with my feelings,
as the company of men, whofe converfation fhewed a marked attention to ob-
je@s of national importance. On the breaking up of the party, went with
count Alexander de la Rochefoucauld poft to Verfailles, to be prefent at the féte
of the day following ; {whitfunday) flept at the duke de Liancourt’s hotel.

The 27th. Breakfafted with him at his apartments in the palace, which
are annexed to his office of grand mafter of the wardrobe, one of the principal
in the court of France.—Here I found the duke furrounded by a circle of noble- .
men, among whom was the duke de la Rochefoucauld, well known for his
attention to natural hiftory; I was introduced to him, as he is going to Bagnere de
Luchon in the Pyrenees, where I am to have the honour of being in his party.

The ceremony of the day was, the King’s invefting the Duke of Berri, fon of
the count D’Artois, with the "cordon blue. The Queen’s band was in the -
chapel where the ceremony was performed, but the mufical effect was thin and
weak. During the fervice the King was feated between his two brothers, and
feemed by his carriage and inattention to with himfelf a hunting. He would
certainly have been as well employed, as in hearing afterwards from his throne
a feudal cath of chivalry, I fuppofe, or fome fuch nonfenfe, adiminiftered to a
~ boy of ten years old. Secing fo much pompous folly I imagined it was the
dauphin, and afked a lady of fathion near me; at which fhe laughed in my face,
as if I had been guilty of the moft egregious idiotifm : nothing could be done
in a worfe manner ; for the ftifling of her expreflion only marked it the more.
I applied to Monf: de la Rochefoucauld to learn what grofs abfurdity I had
been guilty of fo unwittingly ;. when, forfooth, it was beeaufe the dauphin,
as all the world knows in France, has the cordon blue put around him as foon
as he is born. So unpardonable was it for a forcxgner to be ignorant of fuch an

important part of French hiftory, as that of giving a babe a blue flobbering bib
inftead of a white one!

C : After
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After this ceremony was finifhed, the King and the knights walked in a fort
of proceflion to a {mall apartment in which he dined, faluting the Queen as they
paffed. There appeared to be more eafe and familiarity than form in this part
of the ceremony ; her majefty, who, by the way, is the moft beautiful woman I
faw to-day, received them with a variety of expreflion. On fome the {miled; to
others fhe talked ; a few feemed to have the honour of being more in her inti-
macy. Her return to fome was formal, and to others diftant. To the gallant Suf-
frein it was refpe@ful and benign. The ceremony of the King’s dining in
public is more odd than fplendid. The Queen fat by him with a cover before
her, but ate nothing ; converfing with the duke of Orleans, and the duke of
Liancourt, who ftood behind her chair. To me it would haye been 2 moft un-
comfortable meal, and were I a fovereign, I would fweep away three-fourths of
thefe ftupid forms ; if Kings do not dine like other people, they lofe much of
the pleafure of life ; their ftation is very well calculated to deprive them of much,
and they fubmit to nonfenfical cuftems, the fole tendency of which is to leffen
the remainder. The only comfortable or amufing dinner is a table of ten or
twelve covers for the people whom they like; travellers tell us that this was
the mode of the late King of Pruffia, who knew the value of life too well to
facrifice it to empty forms on the one hand, or to a monaftic referve on the other.

The palace of Verfailles, one of the objects of which report had given me the
greateft expeCtation, is not in the leaft ftriking: I view it without emotion: the
impreffion it makes is nothing. What can compenfate the want of unity ?
From whatever point viewed, it appears an aflemblage of buildings ; a fplendid
quarter of a town, but not a fine edifice ; an objection from which the garden
front is not free, though by far the moft beautiful.—The great gallery is the
fineft room I have feen ; the other apartments are nothing; but the pictures and
ftatues are well known to be a capital colle@ion. The whole palace, except the
chapel, feems to be open to all the world; we puthed through an amazing croud
of all forts of people to fee the proceflion, many of them not very well drefled,
whence it appears, that no queftions are afked. But the officers at the door of
the apartment in which the King dined, made a diftin&ion, and would not per-
mit all to enter promifcuouily.

Travellers fpeak much, even very late ones, of the remarkable intereft the
French take in all that perfonally concerns their King, thewing by the eagernefs
of their attention not curiofity only, but love. Where, how, and in whom
thofe gentlemen difcovered this I know not.—It is either mifreprefentation, or
the people are changed in a few years more than is credible. Dine at Paris,
and in the evening the dutche(s of Liancourt, who feems to be one of the beft of

women, carried me to the opera at St. Cloud, where alfo we viewed the palace
which
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which the Queen is building ; it is large, but there is much in the front that
does not pleafe me.——20 miles.

The 28th. Finding my mare fufficiently recovered for a journey, a pomt of im-
portance to a traveller fo weak in cavalry as myfelf, I left Paris, accompanymg the
count de la Rochefoucauld and my friend Lazow{ki,and commencing 2 Journey that
is to crofs the whole kingdom to the Pyrenees. The road to Orleans is one of
* the greateft that leads from Paris, I expected, therefore, to have my former impref-

fion of the little traffic near that city removed ; but on the contrary it was con-
firmed ; it is a defert compared with thofe around. London. In ten miles we
met not one ftage or diligence ; only two meflageries, and very few chaifes ; not
a tenth of what would have been met had we been leaving London at the fame
hour. Knowing how great, rich, and important a city Paris is, this circum-
ftance perplexes me much. Should it afterwards be confirmed, conclufions in
abundance are to be drawn.

For a few miles, the fcene is every where fattered with the thafts of quarries,
the ftone drawn up by lanthorn wheels of a great diameter. The country diverfi-

fied ; and its greateft want to pleafe the eye is a river; woods generally in
view; the proportion of the French territory covered by this produion for want
of coals, muft be prodigious, for it has been the fame all the way from Calais.
At Arpajon, the maréchal duke de Mouchy has a fmall houfe, which has no-
thing to recommend it.—— 20 miles.

The 29th. To Eftamps is partly through a flat country, the beginning of the
famoys Pays de Beauce. To Toury, flat and dlfagrceable, only two or three
gentlemen’s feats in fight.——=31 miles.

The 3oth. One univerfal flat, uninclofed, uninterefting, and even tedious,
though fmall towns and villages are every where in fight; the features that
might compound a landfcape are not brought together. This Pays de Beauce -
contains, by reputation, the cream of French hufbandry ; the foil excellent ; but
the management all fallow. Pafs through part of the foreft of Orleans belong-
ing to the duke of that name : it is one of the largeft in France.

From the fteeple of the cathedral at Orleans, the profpeé is very fine. The
town large, and its fuburbs, of fingle - ftreets, extend near a league. The

. vaft range of country, that fpreads on every fide, is an unbounded plain, through
which the magnificent Loire bends his ftately way, in fight for 14 leagues ; the
whole fcattered with rich meadows, vineyards, gardens, and forefts. The po-
pulation muft be very great ; for, befide the city, which contains near 40,000
people, the number of fmaller towns and villages ftrewed thickly over the plain
is fuch as to render the whole fcene animated. The cathedral, from which we
had this noble profpe is a fine building, the choir raifed by Henry IV. The

~ new church is a pleafing .edifice ; the bridge a noble ftru&ure of ftone, and the
’ C2 _ firk
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firflt experiment of the flat arch made in France, where it is now fo fathionable.
It contains nine, and is 410 yards long, and 45 feet wide. To hear fome
Englithmen talk, one would fuppofe there was not a fine bridge in all France;
not the firft, nor the laft error [ hope that travelling will remove. There
are many barges and boats at the quay, built upon the river in the Bourbonnois,
“&c. loaded with wood, brandy, wine, and other goods ; on arriving at Nantes,
the veffels are broken up and fold with the cargo. Great numbers built with
fpruce fir. A boat goes from hence to that city, when demanded by fix paffen-
gers, each paying a louis-d’or : they lie on fhore every night, and reach Nantes
in four days and an half. The principal ftreet leading to the bridge is a fine one
all bufy and alive, for trade is brifk here. Admire the fine acacias fcattered
about the town.=——20 miles.

The 31ft. On leaving it, enter foon the miferable province of Sologne, which
the French writers call the #7ife Sologne. Through all this country they have
had fevere fpring frofts, for the leaves of the walnuts are black and cut off. I
thould not have expected this unequivocal mark of a bad climate after paffing the
Loire. To La Ferté Lowendahl, a dead flat of hungry fandy -gravel, with much
heath. The poor people, who cultivate the foil here, are metayers, that is, men
who hire the-land without ability to ftock it ; the proprietor is forced to provide
cattle and feed, and he and his tenant divide the produce ; a miferable {yftem,
that perpetuates poverty and excludes inftru®ion. Meet 2 man employed on
the roads who was prifoner at Falmouth four years; he does not feem to have
any rancour againft the Englith ; nor yet was he very well pleafed with his treat-
ment. At La Ferté is a handfome chateau of the marquis de Coix, with feve-
ral canals, and a great command of water. To Nonant-le-Fuzelier, a ftrange
mixture of fand and water. Much inclofed, and the houfes and cottages of
wood filled between the ftuds with clay or bricks, and covered not with flate but
tile, with fome barns boarded like thofe in Suffolk—rows of pollards in fome of
the hedges; an excellent road of fand; the general features of a woodland
* country ; all combined to give a ftrong refemblance to many parts of England ;
but the hufbandry is fo little like that of England, that the leaft attention to it
deftroyed every notion of fimilarity. ——27 miles.

June 1. The fame wretched country continues to La Loge the fields are
fcenes of pitiable management, as the houfes are of mifery. Yetall this coun-
try highly improveable, if they knew what to do with it: the property, perhaps,

of fome of thofe glittering beings, who figured in the proceffion the other day ~

at Verfailles. Heaven grant me patience while I fee a country thus negleGted—
and forgive me the oaths I {fwear at the abfence and ignorance of the poffeffors.—
Enter the generality of Bourges, and foon after a foreft of oak belonging to the
count d’Artois ; the trees are dying at top, before they attain any fize. There

the
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the miferable Sologne ends ; the firft view of Verfon and its vicinity is fine. A
noble vale fpreads at your feet, through which the river Cheere leads, feen in
feveral places to the diftance of fome leagues, a bright fun burnifhed the water,
like a firing of lakes amidft the fhade of a vaft woodland. See Bourges to the -
left.—— 18 miles. i .

The 2d. Pafs the rivers Cheere and Lave ; the bridges well built; the ftream
fine, and with the wood, buildings, boats, and adjoining hills, form an animated
fcene. Several new houfes, and buildings of good ftone in Verfon; theplace
appears thriving, and doubtlefs owes much to the navigation. We are now in

rri, a province governed by a provincial affembly, confequently the roads good,
and made without corvédes. Vatan is a little town that {ubfifts chiefly by {pin-
ning. We drank there excellent Sancere wine, of a deep colour, rich flavour, and
good body, 20 /. the bottle ; but in the country 10. An extenfive profpect be-
fore we arrived at Chateauroux where we viewed the manufactures.——40 miles.

The 3d. - Within about three miles of Argenton come upon a fine {cene, beau~
tiful, yet with bold features ; a narrow vale bounded on every fide with hills co-
vered with wood, all of which are immediately under the eye, without a level
acre, except the bottom of the vale, through which a river flows, by an old caftle -
pi¢turefquely fituated to the right ; and to the left, a tower rifing-out of a wood.

At Argenton, walk up a rock that hangs almoft over the town. Itisade-
licious fcene. A natural ledge of perpendicular. rock pufhes forward abruptly .
over the vale, which is half a mile broad, and two or three long : at one end
clofed by hills, and at the other filled by the town with vineyards rifing above
it; the furrounding fcene that hems in the vale is high enough for relief ; vine-
yards, rocks or hills covered with wood. The vale cut into inclofures of a
lovely verdure, and a fine river winds through it, with an outline that leaves no-
thing to with. The venerable fragments of a caftle’s ruins, near the point of
view, are well adapted to awaken refletions on the triumph of the arts of
peace over the barbarous ravages of the feudal ages, when every clafs of fociety
was involved in commotion, and the lower ranks were worfe flaves than at -
prefent. ‘

The general face of the country, from Verfon to Argenton, is an unintereft-
ing flat with many heaths of ling. No appearance of population, and even
towns are thin. The hufbandry poor and the people miferable. By the cir-
cumiftances to which I could give attention I conceive them to be hongft and
induftrious ; they feem clean; are civil, and have good countenances. They
appear to me as if they would improve their country, if they formed the part of a
fyftem, the principles of which tended to national profperity.——18 miles.

The 4th. Pafs an inclofed country, which would have a better appearance if’
the oaks had not loft their foliage by infets, whofe webs hang over the

buds
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buds. They are but now coming into leaf again. Crofs a ftream which feparates
Berri from La Marche ; .chefnuts appear at the fame time ; they are fpread over
all the fields, and yield the food of the poor. A variety of hill and dale, with fine
woods, but little figns of population. Lizards for the firft time alfo. There
feems a connection relative to climate between the chefnuts and thefe harmle(s
animals. They are very numerous, and fome of them near a foot long. Sleep at
La Ville au Brun.—=24 miles. .

The sth. The country improves in beauty greatly; pafs a vale, where a
caufeway ftops the water of a fmall rivulet and fwells it into a lake, that forms one
feature of a delicious fcene. The indented outlines and the fwells margined
with wood are beautiful ; the hills on every fide in unifon ; one now covered
with ling the prophetic eye of tafte may imagine lawn. Nothing is wanted to _
render the {cene a garden, but to clear away rubbith. :

The general face of the country, for 16 miles, by far the moft beautiful I have
feen in France ; it is thickly inclofed, and full of wood ; the umbrageous foliage
of the chefnuts gives the fame beautiful verdure to the hills, as watered mea-
dows (feen for the firft time to day) to the vales. Diftant mountainous
ridges form the back ground, and make the whole intcrcf’ting. The declivity
of country, as we go down to Baffies, offers a beautiful view ; and the approach
to the town, prefents a landfcape fancifully grouped of rock, and wood, and
water. To Limoge, pafs another artificial lake between cultivated hills ; be-
yond are wilder heights, but mixed with pleafant vales ; ftill another lake more
beautiful than the former, with a fineaccompanyment of wood ; acrofs a moun-
tain of chefnut copfe, which commands a fcene of a chara&er different from any
" 1 have viewed either in France or England, a great range of hill and dale all
covered with foreft, and bounded by diftant mountains. Not a veftige of any
human refidence ; na village : no houfe or hut, no fmoke to raife the idea of a
peapled country ; an American fcene; wild enough for the tomohawk of the
favage. Stop at an execrable auberge, called Maifon Rouge, where we intended
to fleep; but, on examination, found every appearance fo forbidding, and fo
beggarly an account of a larder, that we paffed on to Limoge. The roads
through all this country, are truly noble, far beyond any thmg I have feen in
France or- elfewhere.——44 miles.

The 6th. View Limoge, and examine its manufaGures. It was c‘crtamly a
Roman flation, and fome traces of its antiquity are ftill remaining. It is ill built,
with narr_o§v and crooked ftreets, the houfes high and difagreeable. They
are raifed of granite, or wood with lath and phifter, which faves lime, an expen-
five article here, being brought from a diftance of twelve leagues ; the roofs are
of pantlles, with proje@ing eaves, and almoft flat ; a fure proof we have quitted

the region of heavy Tnows. The beft of their pubhc works is a noble fountain,
the
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the water conducted three quarters of -a league by an arched aquedu&, brought
under the bed of a rock 6o feet deep to the higheft fpot in the town, where it

- falls into a bafon 15 feet diameter, cut out of one piece of granite; thence the
water is let into refervoirs, clofed by fluices, which are opened for watering the
ftreets, orin cafe of fires.

The cathedral is ancient, and the roof of ftone; there are fome arabefque or-
naments cut in ftone, as light, airy, and elegant as any modern houfe can boaft,
whofe decorations are in the fame tafte.

The prefent bithop has ere@ed a large and handfome palace, and his garden is
the fineft objet to be feen at Limoge, for it commands a landfcape hardly to be
equalled for beauty: it would be idle to give any other defcription than juft
enough to induce travellers to view it. A river winds through a vale, furround-
ed by hills that prefent the gayeft and moft animated aflemblage of . villas,
farms, vines, hanging meadows, and chefnuts blended fo fortunately as to com-
pofe a {cene truly fmiling. This bifhop is a friend of the count de la Roche-
foucauld’s family; he invited us to dine, and gave us a very handfome entertain-
ment. Lord Macartney, when a prifoner in France, after the Grenades were
taken, fpent fome time with him ;- there was an inftance of French politenefs
thewn to his lordthip, that marks the urbanity of this people. The order
came from court to fing Te Deum on the very day that Lord Macartney was to
arrive. Conceiving that the public demonftrations of joy for a viory that
brought his noble gueft a prifoner, might be perfonally unpleafant to hlm, the
bithop propofed to the intendant to poftpone the ceremony for a few days, in or=
der that he might not meet it fo abruptly; this was inftantly acceded to, and
conducted in fuch a manner afterwards as to mark as much -attention to Lord
Macartney’s feelings as to their own. The bifhop told me, that Lord Macart-
ney fpoke French better than he could have conceived poffible for a foreigner,
had he not heard him ; better than many well educated Frenchmen.

The poft of intendant here was rendered celebrated by being filled by that
friend of mankind, Turgot, whofe well earned reputation in this province placed
bim at the head of the French finances, as may be very agreeably learned, in
that production of equal truth and elegance, his life by the marquis of Condor-
cet. The charaéter which Turgot left here is confiderable. The noble roads
we have paflfed, fo much exceeding any other I have feen in France, were
amongft his gosd works ; an epithet due to them becaufe not made by corvées.
There is here a fociety of agriculture, which owes its origin to the fame diftin-
guithed patriot : but in that moft unlucky path of French exertion he was able
to do nothing : evils too radically fixed were in the way of the attempt.
This fociety does like other focietics,-—they meet, converfe, offer premiums,

and publith nonfenfe. This is not of much confequence, for the people, in-
. ftead
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ftead of reading their memoirs, are not able to read at all. They can however

Jee; and if a farm was eftablifhed in that good cultivation which they ought to
copy, fomething would be prefented from which they might learn. I afked
particularly if the members of this fociety had land in their own hands, from
which it might be judged if they knew any thing of the matter themfelves: I
was affured that they had ; but the converfation prefently explained it: they
bad wetagers around thclr country-feats, and this was confidered as farming
their own lands, fo that they aflume fomethmg of a merit from the identical
circumftance, which is the curfe and ruin of the whole country. In the
agricultural converfations we have had on the journey from Orleans, I have
not found one perfon who feemed fenfible of the mifchief of this {yftem.

The 7th. No chefnuts for a league before we reach Piere Buffiere, they
fay becaufe the bafis of the country is a hard granite and they affert alfo at
Limoge, that in this granite there grow neither vines, wheat, nor chefnuts, but
that on the fofter granites thefe plants thrive well : it is true, that chefnuts and
- this granite appeared together when we entered Limofin. The road has been
incomparably fine, and much more like the well kept alleys of a garden than
. a common high way. See for the ficft time old towers, that appear numerous
in this country.——33 miles.

The 8th. Pafs an extraordinary {pe&acle for Englith eyes, of many houfes
too good to be called cottages, without any glafs windows. Some miles to the
right is Pompadour, where the King has a ftud ; there are all kinds of horfes,
but chiefly Arabian, Turkith, and Englith. Three years ago four Arabians
were imported, which had been procured at the expence of 72,000 livres
(31491.) the price of covering a mare is only three livres to the groom;
the owners are permitted to fell their colts as they pleafe, but if thefe
come up to the ftandard height, the King’s officers have the preference, pro-
vided they give the price offered by others. Thefe horfes are not faddled till
fix years old. They pafture all day, but.at night are confined on account of
wolves, which are.fo common as to be a great plague to the people. A horfe
of fix years old, a little more than four feet fix inches high, is fold for 70l. ;
and 151. has been offered for a colt of one year old. Pafs Uzarch; dine at -
Douzenac ; between which place and Brive meet the firft maize, or Indian corn.

The beauty of the country, through the 34 miles from St. George to Brive, is
o various, and in every refpect fo ftriking and interefting, that I fhall attempt
no particular defcription, but obferve in general, that I am much in doubt, whe-’
ther there be any thing comparable to it either in England or Ireland. It is not
that a fine view breaks now and then upon the eye to compenfate the tra-
veller for the dulnefs of a much longer difirict ; but a quick fucceffion of land-
fcapes, many of which would be rendered famous in England, by the refort of

travellers
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travellers to view them. The country is all hill or wvalley; the hills are
very high, and would be called with us mountains, if wafte and covered with
heath ; but being cultivated to the very tops, their magnitude is leffened to
the eye. Their forms are various: they fwell in beautiful femi-globes ; they
projet in abrupt maffes, which inclofe deep glens : they expand into amphi-
theatres of cultivation that rife in gradation to the eye: in fome places tofled into
a thoufand inequalities of furface; in others the eye repofes on fcenes of the
fofteft verdure. Add to this, the rich robe with which nature’s bounteous hand
has drefled the flopes, with hanging woods of chefnut. And whether the
vales open their verdant bofoms, and admit the fun to illumine the rivers in
their comparative repofe ; or whether they be clofed in deep glens, that afford a
paffage with difficulty to the water rolling over their rocky beds, and dazzling
the eye with the luftre of cafcades; in every cafe the features are inpereﬁing
and characteriflic of the fcenery. Some views of fingular beauty rivetted us to
the fpots; that of the town of Uzarch, covering a conical hill, rifing in the hol-
low of an amphitheatre of wood, and furrounded at its feet by a noble river, is
unique. Derry in Ireland has fomething of its form, but wants fome of its
richeft features. The water-fcenes from the town itfelf, and immediately after
pafling it, are delicious. The immenfe view from the defcent to Douzenach is
equally magnificent. To all this is added the fineft road in the world, every
where formed in the perfe&t manner, and kept in the higheft prefervation, like
the well ordered alley of a garden, without duft, fand, ftones, or inequality,
firm and level, of pounded granite, and traced with fuch a perpetual command
of profpec, that had the engineer no other object in view, he could not have exe«
cuted it with a more finifhed tafte.

The view of Brive, from the hill is {o fine, that it gives the expe@ation of a
beautiful little town, and the gaiety of the environs encourages the idea ; but on
entering, {uch a contraft is found as difgufts completely. Clofe, ill built,
crooked, dirty, ftinking ftreets, exclude the fun, and almoft the air from eve~
ry habitation, except a few tolerable ones on the promenade.~—34 miles.

- The gth. Entera different country, with the new province of Quercy, which
is a part of Guienne; not near fo beautiful as Limofin, but, to make amends, it is
far better cultivated. Thanks to maize, which does wonders ! Pafs Noailles, on
the fummit of a high hill, the chateau of the Marfhal Duke of that name.—
Enter a calcareous country, and lofe chefnuts at the fame time.

In going down to Souillac, there is a profpet that muft univerfally pleafe :

.1t is a bird’s-eye view of a delicious little valley, funk deep amongft fome very
bold hills that inclofe it ; a margin of wild mountain contrafts the extreme
beauty of the level {urface below, a {cene of cultivation fcattered with fine wal-
nut trees ; nothing can apparently exceed the exuberant fertility of this fpot.

D douillac
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Souillac is a little town in a thriving ftate, having fome rich merchants,
They receive ftaves from the mountains of Auvergne by their river Dordonne,
which is navigable eight months in the year; thefe they export to Bourdeaux
and Libourn; alfo wine, corn, and cattle, and import falt in great quantities. It
is not in the power of an Englith imagination to figure the animals that waited
upon us here, ‘at the Chapeau Rouge. Some things that called themf{elves by the
courtefy of Souillac women, but in reality walking dung-hills.—~Buta neatlydrefled
clean waiting girl at an inn, will be looked for in vain in France.——34 miles.

The 10th. Crofs the Dordonne by a ferry ; the boat well contrived for drive
ing In at one end, and out at the other, without the abominable operation, com-
mon in England, of beating horfes till they leap into them ; the price is as great
a contraft as the excellence; we paid for an Englith whifky, a French cabriolet,
one faddle-horfe, and fix perfons, no more than 5o/ (2s. 1d.) I have paid
half-a-crown a wheel in England for execrable ferries, paffed over at the hazard
. of the horfes limbs.—This river runs in a very deep valley between two ridges of
high hills: extenfive views, all {cattered with villages and fingle houfes ; an ap-
pearance of great population. Chefnuts on a calcardous foil, contrary to the
Limofin maxim.

Pafs Payrac, and meet many beggars, which we had not done before. All
the country, girls and women, are without fhoes or ftockings; and the plough-
men at their work have neither fabots nor feet to their ftockings. This isa
poverty, that ftrikes at the root of national profperity; a large confumption
among the poor being of more confequence than among the rich : the wealth
of a nation lies in its circulation and confumption ; and the cafe of poor people
abftaining from the ufe of manufaures of leather and wool ought to be con-
fidered as an evil of the firft magnitude. It reminded me of the mifery of Ire-
land. Pafs Pont-de-Rodez, and come to high land, whence we enjoyed an
immenfe and fingular profpe® of ridges, hills, vales, and gentle flopes, rifing
one beyond another in every direction, with few maffes of wood, but many
fcattered trees. At leaft forty miles are tolerably diftin& to the eye, and with-
out a level acre; the fun, on the point of being fet, illumined part of it, and
difplayed a vaft number of villages and fcattered farms. The mountains of
Auvergne, at the diftance of 100 miles, added to the view. Pafs by feveral
cottages, exceedingly well built, of ftone and flate or tiles, yet without any glafs
- to the windows; can a country be likely to thrive where the great object is to
fpare manufaCures ? Women picking weeds into their aprons for their.cows,
another fign of poverty I obferved, during the whole way from Calais,——
30 miles. ~
- The 11th.  See for the firft time the Pyrenees, 2t the diftance of 150 miles.—s
To me, who had never fcen an obje¢t farther than 60.0r 70, I mean the Wick-

low
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~ low mountains, as I was going out of Holyhead, this was interefting. Where-
evér the eye wandered in fearch of new objets it was fure to reft there. Their
magnitude, their fnowy height, the line of feparation between two great king-
doms, and the end of our travels altogether account for this effe&t. Towards
Cahors the ¢country changes, and has ('omcthmg of a favage afpe& ; yet houfes
. are feen every where, and one-third of it under vines.

That town is bad ; the ftreets neither wide nor ftrait, but the new road 1san
improvement. ‘The chief obje of its trade and refource are vines and brandies.
The true Vin de Cahors, which has a great reputation, is the produce of a range
of vineyards, very rocky, on a ridge of hills full to the fouth, and is called Vin
de Grave, becaufe growing on a gravelly foil. In plentiful years, the price of
good wine here does not exceed that of the cafk ; laft year it was fold at 10s. 6d.
a barique, or 8d. a dozen. We drank it at the Trois Rois from three to ten
years old, the latter at 30/ (1s. 3d.) the bottle ; both excellent, full bodied,
great {pirit, without being fiery, and to my palate much better than our ports.
I Jiked it fo well, that I eftablithed a correfpondence with Monf. Andoury,
the innkeeper ¥. The heat of this country is equal to the production of firong
wine. This was the moft burning day we had experienced.

On leaving Cahors, the mountain of rock rifes fo immediately, that i it feems
as if it would tumble into the town. . The leaves of walnuts are now black with
frofts that happened within a fortnight. On enquiry, I found they are fubjeé& to
thefe frafts all through the fpring months; and though rye is fometimes killed
by them, the mildew in wheat is hardly known ;—a fa& fufficiently deftru&ive of
the theory of frofts being the caufe of that diftemper. It is very rare that any
fnow falls here. Sleep at Ventillac.——22 miles.

The 12th. The fhape and colour of the peafants houfes here add a beauty to
the country ; they are fquare, white, and with rather flat roofs, but few win-
dows. The peafants are for the moft part land-proprietors. Immenfe view.of
the Pyrenees before us, of an extent and height truly fublime : near Perges, the
view of a rich vale, that feems to reach uninterruptedly to thofe mountains is a

- glorious fcenery; one vaft fheet of cultivation ; every where chequered with
thefe well built white houfes ;—the eye lofing 1tfelf in the vapour, whichends
only with that ftupendous ridge, whofe fnow-capped heads are broken into the
boldeft outline. The road to Cauflade leads through a very fine avenue of fix
rows of trees, two of them mulberries, which are the firft we have feen. Thus
. we have travelled almoft to the Pyrenees before we met with an article of culture
which fome want to introduce into England. The vale here is all on a dead
level ; the road finely made, and mended with gravel. . Montauban is old, but

* [ fince had a barique of him ; but whether he fent bad wine, which I am not willing to believe,
qrthat it came through bad hands, I know not. It is however fo bad, as to be item for folly.

Da ® not
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not ill built. ‘There are many good houfes, without forming Landfome ftreets,
It is faid to be very populous, and the eye confirms the intelligence. The ca-
thedral is modern, and pretty well built, but too heavy. The public college,
the feminary, the bifhop’s palace, and the houfe of the firlt prefident of the court
of aids are good buildings : the laft large, with a moft thewy entrance. The
promenade is finely fituated ; built on the higheft part of the rampart, and com-
manding that noble vale, or rather plain, one of the richeft in Europe, which
extends on one fide to the fea, and in front to the Pyrenees ; whofe towering
mafles, heaped one upon another, in a ftupendous manner, and covered with {how,
offer a variety of lights and fhades from indented forms, and the immenf(ty of
their proje&tions. This profpe&, which contains a femi-circle of an hundred
miles diameter, has an oceanic vaftnefs, in which the eye lofes itfelf ; an almoft
boundlefs fcene of cultivation ; an animated, but confufed mafs of infinitely varied
parts—melting gradually into the diftant obfcure, from which emerges the
amazing frame of the Pyrenees, rearing their filvered heads far above the clouds.
" At Montauban, I met Capt. Plampin, of the royal navy; he was with Major
Crew, who has a houfe and family here, to which he politely carried us ; it is
fweetly fituated on the fkirts of the town, commanding a fine view ; they were
fo obliging as to refolve my enquiries upon fome points, of which- a refidence
made them complete judges. Living is reckoned cheap here; a family was
named to us, whofe income was fuppofed to be about r5oc louis a-year, and
who lived as handfomely as in England on goool. ‘The comparative dearnefs
and cheapnefs of different countries, is a fubje of confiderable importance, but
difficult to analize.. As I conceive the Englith to have made far greater advan-
ces in the ufeful arts, and in manufa&ures, than the French have done, Eng-
land ought to be the cheaper country., What we meet with in France, is a
cheap mode of living, which is quite another confideration.—— 30 miles.

The 13th. Pafs Grifolles, where are well built cottages without glafs, and fome
with no other light than the door. Dine at Pompinion, at the Grand Soleil, an
uncommonly goodinn, where Capt. Plampin, who accompanied us thus far, took
his leave. Here we had a violent ftorm of thunder and lightning, with rain
much heavier I thought than I had known in England; but, when we fet out for
Toulouze, I was immediately convinced that fuch a violent thower had never
fallen in that kingdom; for the deftruction it had poured on the noble fcene of
cultivation, which but a moment before was {miling with exuberance, was ter-
rible to behold.  All now one fcene of diftre(s : the fineft crops of wheat beaten
fo flat to the ground, that I queftion whether they can ever rife again ; other
fields fo inundated, that we were acually in doubt whether we were looking on
what was lately land, or always water. The ditches had been filled rapidly with
- mud, had overflowed the road, and fwept dirt and gravel over the crops.

Crofs
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Crofs one of the fineft plains of wheat that isany where to be fven ; the ftorm,
therefore, was fortunately partial. Pafs St. Jorry; a noble road, but not better
than in Limofin. It is a defert to the very gates; meet not more perfons than
if it were 100 miles from any town.——31 miles,

The 14th. View the city, which is very ancient and very large, but not peopled
in proportion to its fize : the buildings are a mixture of brick and wood, and have
confequéntly a melancholy appearance. This place has always prided itfelf on its
tafte for literature and the fine arts. It has had a univerfity fince 1215; and it pre-~
tends that its famous academy of Jeux Floraux is as old as 1323. It hasalfo
a royal academy of fciences, another of painting, fculpture, and architeGure. The
church of the Cordelliers has vaults, into which we defcended, that have the pro-
perty of preferving dead bodies from corruption ; we faw many that they affert to
be 500 yearsold. If I had a vault well lighted, that would preferve the counte~
nance and phyfiognomy as well as the fleth and bones, I fhould like to have it
peopled with all my anceftors ; and this defire would, I fuppofe, be proportioned
to their merit and celebrity ; but to one like this, that preferves cadaverous defor-
mity, and gives perpetuity to death, the voracity of a common grave is preferable.
But Toulouze is not without objets more interefling than churches and academies 5
thefe are the new quay, the corn mills, and the canal de Brien. The quay is of
a great length, and in all refpects a noble work : the houfes intended to be built
will be regular like thofe alreddy erected, in a flile aukward and inelegant. The
eanal de Brien, fo called from the archbifhop of Toulouze, afterwards prime mini-
fter and cardinal, was planned and executed in order to join the Garonne at Tou-
louze with the canal of Languedoc, which is united at two miles from the town
with the fame river. The neceflity of fuch a jun&ion arifes from the navigation
of the river in the town being abfolutely impeded by the wear which is made
acrofs it in favour of the corn mills. It paffes arched under the quay to the river,
and one fluice levels the water with that of the Languedoc canal. It is broad
enough for feveral barges to pafs abreaft. Thefe undertakings have been well
planned, and their execution is truly magnificent: there is however more mag-
nificence than trade; for while the Languedoc canal is alive with commerce,
that of Brien is a defert. :

Among other things we viewed at Toulouze, was the houfe of Monf. du Barre,
brother of the hufband of the celebrated countefs. By fome tranfa&ions, favour-
able to anecdote, which enabled him to draw her from obfcurity, and afterwards
to marry her to his brother, he contrived to make a pretty confiderable fortune.
On the firft floor is one principal and complete apartment, containing feven or
eight rooms, fitted up and furnithed with fuch profufion of expence, that if a fond .
lover, at the head of a kingdom’s finances, were decorating for his miftrefs, he
could hardly give in large any thing that is not here to be feen on a moderate

fcale,
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fcale. To thofe who are fond of gilding here is enough to fatiate; fo much

that to an Englifh eye it has too gaudy an appearance. But the glaffes are large

and nurerous. The drawing-room very elegant (gilding always excepted).—

Here I remarked a contrivance which has a pleafing effe¢t ; that of a looking-"
glafs before the chimnies, inftead of thofe various fcreens ufed in England: it

{lides backwards and forwards into the wall of the room. There is a portrait of
Madame du Barre, which is {aid to be very like ; if it really is, one would pardon

a King fome follies committed at the fhrine of {fo much beauty.—As to the

garden, it is beneath all contempt, except as an object to make a man ftare at

the efforts to which folly can arrive :"in the fpace of an acre, there are hills of
genuine earth, mountains of pafteboard, rocks of canvafss abbeés, cows, theep,
_and fhepherdefles in lead ; monkeys and peafants, affes and altars, in ftone. Fine

ladies and black{miths, parrots and lovers, in wood. Windmills and cottages,

thops and villages, nothing excluded except nature.

The 15th. Meet Highlanders, who put me in mind of thofe of Scotland ; faw
them firft at Montauban ; they have round flat caps, and loofe breeches : * Pipers,
blue bonnets, and oat-ineal, are found,” fays Sit James Stuart, * in Catalonia,
Auvergne and Swabia, as well as in Lochabar.” Many of the women here are
without ftockings. Meet them coming from the market, with their thoes in
their bafkets. The Pyrenees, at fixty miles diftance, appear now fo diftiné&,
that one would guefs it not more than fifteen; the lights and fhades of the fnow
are feen clearly.—— 30 miles.

The 16th. A ridge of hills on the other fide of the Garonne, which began at
“Toulouze, became more and more regular yefterday; and is undoubtedly the
moft diltant ramification of the Pyrenees, reaching into this vaft vale quite to
Toulouze, but no farther. Approach the mountains; the lower ones are all culti-
vated, but the higher feem covered with wood : the road now is bad all the way.
Meet many waggons, each loaded with two cafks of wine, quite backward in the
carriage and as the hind wheels are much higher than the fore ones, it thews
that thefe mountaineers have more fenfe than John Bull. The wheels of thefe
waggons are all thod with wood inftead of iron. Here, for the firft time, fee
rows of maples, with vines, trained in feftoons, from tree to tree ; they are con-
du@ed by a rope of bramble, vine cutting, or willow. They give many grapes,
but bad wine. Pafs St. Martino, and then a large village of well built houfes,
without a fingle glafs window.—— 30 miles.

The 17th. St. Gaudens is an improving town, with many new houfes, fome-
thing more than comfortable. An uncommon view of St. Bertrand ; you break

at once upon a vale funk deep enough beneath the point of view to command
every hedge and tree, with that town cluftered round its large cathedral, on a
rifing ground ; if it had been built purpofcly to add a fcaturc to a fingular pro-
A {pe&t,
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fped, it could not have been better placed. The mountains rife proudly
around, and give their rough frame to this exquifite little piture.

Crofs the Garonne, by a new bridge of one fine arch, built of hard blue lime--
ftone. Medlars, plumbs, cherries, maples in every hedge, with vines trained.—
Stop at Laurefle ; after which the ‘mountains almoft clofe, and leave only a nar-
row vale, the Garonne -and the road occupying fome portion of it. - Immenfe
quantities of poultry in.all this country; moft of it the people falt and keep in.
greafe. . We tafted a foup made of the leg of a goofe thus kept, and it was not:
nearly fo bad as I expected.

Every crop here is backward, and betrays a want of {un; no wonder, for we:
have been long travelling on the banks of a rapid river, and muft now be very
high, though ftill apparently in vales. The mountains, in paffing on, grow more-
interefting. Their beauty, to northern eyes, is very fingular; the black and.
dreary profpe&ts which our mountains offer are known to every one ; but here
the climate cloaths them with verdure, and the higheft fummits in fjght are-
covered with wood ; there is fnow on ftill higher ridges:

Quit the Garonne fome leagues before Sirpe, where the river Nefte falls into
it.” The road to Bagnere is along this river, in a very narrow valley, at one end of~
which is built the town of Luchon, the termination of our journey; which tome. -
has been one of the moftagreeable I ever undertook ; the good humour and good
fenfe of my compdnions are well calculated for travelling ; one renders a journey-
pleafing, and the other inftruttive.—Having now croffed the kingdom, and.
been in many French inns, I fhallin general obferve, that they are on an average-
better in two refpes, and worfe in all the reft, than thofe in England. We
have lived- better_in point.of eating and drinking beyond a queftion, than we
thould have done in going from-London to the Highlands of Scotland, at double..
the expence. Butif in England the beft of every thing is ordeted, without any
attention to the expence, we fhould for double the money have lived better
than we have done in France ; the common cookery of the French gives great.
advantage. It is true, they roaft every thing to a chip, if they are not cau-
tioned : but they give fuch a number and variety of difhes, that if you do not
like fome, there are others to pleafe your palate. The defert at a French-
inn has no rival at an Englith one; nor are the liqueurs to be defpifed.—
We fometimes have met with bad wine, but upon the whole, far better:
than fuch port as Englith inns give. Beds are better in France; in England
they are good only at good inns ; and we have none of that torment, which is.
fo perplexing in England, to have the fheets aired; for we never trouble our
heads about them, doubtlefs on account of the climate. After thefe two-
points, all isablank. Youhave no parlour to eat in; only a room with two, three,
or four beds. Apartments badly fitted up;. the walls white-wathed ; or paper of’

: ‘ ‘ different.
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different forts in the fame room ; or tapeftry o old, as to be a fit nidus for moths
and fpiders; and the furniture fuch, that an Englifh innkeeper would light his fire
with it. For a table, you have every where a board laid on crofs bars, which
are {o conveniently contrived, as to leave room for your legs only at the end.—
Oak chairs with rufh bottoms, and the back univerfally a dire&t perpendicular,
that defies all idea of refl after fatigue. Doors give mufic as well as entrance ;
the wind whittles through their chinks; and hinges grate difcord. 'Windows
admit rain as well as light; when fhut they are not eafy to open; and when
open not eafy to thut. Mops, brooms, and fcrubbing-bruthes are not in the
catalogue of the neceffaries of a French inn. Bells there are none; the fi//e
muft always be bawled for ; and when the appears, is neither neat, well drefled,
nor handfome. The kitchen is black with fmoke; the mafter commonly the
cook, and the lefs you fee of the cooking, the more likely you are to have a
{tomach to your dinner ; but this is not peculiar to France. Copper dtenfils al-
ways in great plenty, but not always well tinned. The miftrefs rarcly clafles
civility or attention to her guefts among the requifites of her trade.——30 miles.
The 28th. Having been now ten days fixed in our lodgings, which the Count
de la Rochefoucauld’s friends had provided for us; it is time to minute a few
particulars of our life here. Monf. Lazow{ki and myfelf have two good rooms on
a ground floor, with beds in them, and a fervant’s room, for 4liv. (3s. 6d.) a-day.
We are fo unaccuftomed in England to live in our bed-chambers, that it is at
firft aukward in France to find that people live no where elfe: At all the inns I
have been in, it has been always in bed-rooms ; and here I find, that every body,
let his rank be what it may, lives in his bed-chamber. This is novel; our Eng-
lith cuftom is far more convenient, as well as more pleafing. But this habit I
clafs with the ceconomy of the French. The day after we came, I was intro-
duced to the La Rochefoucauld party, with whom we have lived ; it confifts of
the duke and dutchefs de la Rochefoucauld, daughter of the duke de Chabot ;

her brother, the prince de Laon and his princefs, the daughter of the duke de.

" Montmorenci ; the count de Chabot, another brother of the dutchefs de la
Rochefoucauld ; the marquis D’Aubourval, who, with my two fellow-travellers
and myfelf, make'a party of nine at dinner and fupper. A traiteur ferves our
table at 4liv. a head for the two meals, two courfes and a good thing that is in
fupper one and a defert: the whole very well ferved, with every defert, and at
feafon : the wine feparate, at 6/ (3d.) a bottle. With difficulty the Count’s
groom found a ftable. Hay is little fhort of gl. Englith per ton; oats much the
fame price as in England, but not {o good : ftraw dear, and fo fcarce, that very

~often there is no litter at all.

The States of Languedoc are building a large and handfome bathing houfe, to

contain various feparate cells, with baths, 2nd a large common room, with two
arcades

.
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arcades to walk in, free from fun and rain. The prefent baths are horrible holes ;
the patients lie up to their chins in hot fulphureous water, which, with the
beaftly dens they are placed in, one would think fufficient to caufe as many
diftempers as they cure. They are reforted to for cutaneous eruptions. The
. life led here has very little variety. Thofe who bathe or drink the waters,
do it at half after five or fix in the morning; but my friend and myfelf are
early in the mountains, which are here ftupendous ; we wander among them
to admire the wild and beautiful fcenes which are to be met with in almoft
every dire@ion. The whole region of the Pyrenees is of a nature and afpe&t fo
totally different from every thing that I had been accufiomed to; that thefe ex-
curfions were productive of much amufement. Cultivation is here carried to a
confiderable perfeion in feveral articles, efpecially in the irrigation of meadows:
we feek out the moft intelligent peafants, and have many and long converfations
with thofé who underftand F rench, which however is not the cafe with all, for
the language of the country is a mixture of Catalan, Provengal, and French.—
This, with examining the minerals (an article for which the duke de la Roche-
foucauld likes to accompany us, as he poffeffes a confiderable knowledge in that
branch of natural hiftory), and with noting the plants with which we are ac-
quainted, ferves well to keep our time employed fufficiently to our tafte. The
ramble of the morning finithed, we return in time to drefs for dinner, at half after
twelve or one: then adjourn to the drawing-room of madam de la Rochefou-
cauld, or the countefs of Grandval alternately, the only ladies who have apart-
ments large enough to contain the whole company. None are excluded ; as the
firft thing done, by every perfon who arrives, is to pay a morning vifit to each
party already in the place; the vifit is returned, and then every body is of courfe
acquainted at thefe affemblies, which laft till the evening is coel enough for
walking. There is nothing in them but cards, trick-track, chefs, and fome-
times mufic ; but the great feature is cards: I need not add, . that I abfented
myfelf often from thefe parties, which- are ever mortally infipid to me in Eng-
land, and not lefs fo in France. .In the evening, the company f{plits into
different parties, for their promenade, which lafts till half an hour after
eight ; fupper is ferved at nine: thereis, after it, an hour’s converfation in the
chamber of one of our ladies ; and this is the beft part of the day,—for the chat
is free, lively,.and unaffeGted; and uninterrupted, unlefs on a poft-day, when
the duke has fuch packets of papers and pamphlets, that they turn us all into
politicians.  All the world are in bed by ¢leven. In this arrangement of
the day, no circumftance is fo objectionable as that of dining at noon, the con-
fequence of eating no breakfaft; for as the ceremony of drefling is kept up, you
muft be at home from any morning’s excurfion by twelve o’clock. This fingle
circumftance, if adhered to, would be fufficient to deftroy any purfuits, except the

E moft
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moft frivolous. Dividing the day exaétly in halves, deftroys it for any expedi-
tion, enquiry, or bufinefs that demands feven or eight hours attention, un-
interrupted by any calls to the table or the toilette : calls which, after fatigue
or exertion, are obeyed with refrethment and with pleafure. We drefs for
dinner in England with propriety, as the reft of the day is dedicated to eafe, to
converfe, and relaxation : but by doing it at noon, too much timeis lot. What
* is aman good for after his filk breeches and ftockings are on, his hat under his
arm, and his head 4ien poudré 2—Can he botanize in a watered meadow ?—Can he
clamber the rocks to mineralize ?—~Can he farm with the peafant and the plough-
man ?—He is in order for the converfation of the ladies, which to be fure is in
every country, but particularly in France, where the women are highly culti-
vated, an exccllent employment; but it is an employment that never relithes
better than after a day fpent in ative toil or animated purfuit ; in fomething that.
has enlarged the fphere of our conceptions, or added to the ftores of our know-
ledgé.—I am induced to make this abfervation, becaufe the noon dinners are cuf-
tomary all over France, except by perfons of confiderable fathion at Paris. They
cannot be treated with too much ridicule or feverity, for they are abfolutely
hoftile to every view of {cience, to every fpmtcd exertion, and to every ufeful
purfuit in life.

Living in this way, however, with feveral perfons of the firft fathion in the
kingdom, is an obje&t to a foreigner folicitous to remark the manners and
charalter of the nation. I have every reafon to be pleafed with the experi-
ment, as it affords me a conftant opportunity to enjoy the advantages of an unaf-
fe€ted and polifhed fociety, in which an invariable {fweetnefs of difpofition, mild-
nefs of character, and what in Englith we emphatically call good temper, emi-
nently prevails :—feeming to arife——at leaft I conjecture it, from a thoufand
little namelefs and peculiar circumftances ; not refulting entirely from the per-
fonal character of the individuals, but apparently holding of the national one.—
Befide the perfons I have named, there are among others at our affemblies, the
marquis and marchionefs de Hautfort ; the duke and dutchefs de Ville (this
dutchefs is among the good order of beings) ; the chevalier de Peyrac; Monf,
I'Abbé Baftard ; baron de Serres; vifcountefs Duhamel ; the bifhops of Croire
and Montauban; Monf. de la Marche ; the baron de Montagu, a chefs player;
the chevalier de Cheyron; and Monf. de Bellecomb, who commanded in Pondi-
cherry, and was taken by the Englith. There are alfo about half a dozen young
officers, and three or four abbées.

If I may hazard aremark on the converfation of French aflemblies, from
what I have known here, I fhould praife them for equanimity but condemn
them for infipidity. All vigour of thought feems fo excluded from expref-

fion, that charaters of ability and of inanity meet nearly on a par: tame and

. elegant,




PYRENEES. . 27

clegant, uninterefting and _polite, the mingled mafs of communicated ideas
has powers neither to offend nor inftru@ ; where there is much polith of cha-
racter there is little argument; and if you neither argue nor difcufs, what is con-
verfation ?—~Good temper, and habitual eafe, are the firft ingredients in private
fociety ; but wit, knowledge, or originality, muft break their even furface into
fome inequality of feeling, or converfation is like a journey on an endlefs flat.

Of the rural beauties we have to comtemplate, the valley of Larboufie, in a
nook of which the town of Luchon is fituated, is the principal, with its fur-
rounding accompanyment of mountain. The range that bounds it to the north,
is bare of wood but covered with cultivation ; and a large village, about three
parts of its height, is perched on a fteep, that almoft makes the unaccuftomed
eye tremble with apprehenfion, that the village, church, and people will come
tumbling into the valley. Villages thus perched, like eagles nefts on rocks, are
a general circumftance in the Pyrenees, which appear to be wonderfully peopled.
The mountain, that forms the weftern wall of the valley, is of a prodigious
magnitude. Watered meadow and cultivation rife more than one-third the
height. A foreft of oak and beech forms a noble belt above it ; higher ftill is a
region of ling; and above all fnow. From whatever point viewed, this moun-
tain is commanding from its magnitude, and beautiful from its luxuriant foliage.
The range which clofes in the valley to the eaft is of a charaéer different from
the others ; it has more variety, more cultivation, villages, forefts, glens, and
cafcades. That of Gouzat, which turns a mill &s foon as it falls from the moun-
tain, is romantic, with every accompanyment neceflary to give a high degree of
piGturefque beauty. There are features in that of Montauban, which Claude
Loraine would not have failed transfufing on his canvafs; and the view of the
vale from the chefnut rock is gay and animated. The termination of our val-
ley to the fouth is ftriking ; the river Nefte pours in inceflant cafcades over rocks
that feem an eternal refiftance. The eminence in the centre of a fmall vale,
on which is an old tower, is a wild and romantic f{pot; the roar of the waters
beneath unites in effe@ with the mountains, whofe towering forefts, finithing in
fnow, give an awful grandeur, a gloomy greatnefs to the fcene ; and feem to
raife a barrier of feparation between the kingdoms, too formidable even for ar-
mies to pafs. But what are rocks, and mountains, and {fnow, when oppofed to
human ambition ?—In the recefles of the pendent woods, the bears find their
habitation, and on the rocks above, the eagles have their nefts. All around is
great ; the fublime of nature, with impofing majefty, imprefles awe upon the,
mind ; attention is rivetted to the fpot; and imagination, with all its excurfive
powers, fecks not to wander beyond the fcene.

Deepens the murmurs of the falling floods, .
And breathes a browner horror o’er the woods.

E 2 ' To
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To view thefe fcenes tolerably, is a bufinefs of fome days; and fuch is the cli-
mate here, or at leaft has been fince I was at Bagnere de Luchon, that not more
than one day in three is to be depended on for fine weather. The heights of the
mountains is fuch, that the clouds, perpetually broken, pour down quantities of
rain. From June 26th to July 2d, we had one heavy fthower, which lafted with-
out intermiffion for fixty hours. The mountains, though fo near, were hidden
to their bafes in the clouds. They do not only arreft the fleeting ones, which
are paffing in the atmofphere, but feem to have a generative power ; for you fee
fmall ones at firft, like thin vapour rifing out of glens, forming on the fides
of the hills, and increafing by degrees, till they become clouds heavy enough to
reft on the tops, or elfe rife into the afmofphere, and pafs away with others.

Among the original tenants of this immenfe range of mountains, the firft
in point of dignity, from the importance of the mifchief they do, are the
bears. There are both forts, carnivorous and vegetable-eaters; the latter
are more mifchievous than their more terrible brethren, coming down in the
night and eating the corn, particularly buck-wheat and maize; and they are fo
nice in choofing the {weeteft ears of the latter, that they trample and fpoil infi-
nitely more than they eat. The carnivorous bears wage war againft the cattle
and fheep, fo that no ftock can be left in the fields at night. Flocks muft be
watched by fhepherds, who have ﬁrc-arms, and the affiftance of many ftout and
fierce dogs ; and cattleare fhut up in ftablesevery night in the year. Sometimes,
by accident, they wander from their keepers, and if left abroad, they run a con-
fiderable rifque of being devoured.—The bears attack thefe animals by leaping
on their back, force the head to the ground, and thruft their paws into the body
in the violence of a dreadful hug. There are many hunting days every year for
deftroying them ; feveral parifhes joining for that purpofe. Great numbers of men
and boys form a cordon, and drive the wood where the bears are know nor
fufpeied to be. They are the fatteft in winter, when a good one is worth three
louis. A bear never ventures to attack a wolf ; but feveral wolves together, when

- hungry, will attack a bear, and kill and eat him. Wolves are here only in win-
ter. In fummer, they are in the very remoteft parts of the Pyrenecs—thc moft
diftant from human habitations: they are here, as every where elfe in France,
dreadful to fheep.

A part of our original plan of travelling to the Pyrcnees, was an excurfion. into
Spain. Our landlord at Luchon had before procured mules and guides for per-
fons travelling on bufinefs to Saragoffa and Barcelona, and at our requeft wrote
to Vielle, the firft Spanifh town acrofs the mountains, for three mules and a con-
ductor, who fpeaks French ; and being arrived according to appointment, we fet
out on our expedition. For the regifier of this Tour into Spain, I muft refer the
reader to the Annals of Agriculture, vol, vil. p. 193.

Jury
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Jurv2t. Return.—Leave Jonquieres, where the countenances and manners of
the people would make one believe all the inhabitants were fmugglers. Come to
2 moft noble road, which the King of -Spain is making; it begins at the pillars that
mark the boundaries of the two monarchies, joining with the French road: it is
admirably executed. Here take leave of Spain and re-enter France : the con-
traft is ftriking. When one croffes the fea from Dover to Calais, the preparation
and circumftanceof a naval paffage, lead the mind by fome gradation to a change:
but here, without going through a town, a barrier, or even a wall, you enter a
new world. From the natural and miferable roads of Catalonia, you tread at
once on a noble caufeway, made with all the folidity and magpnificence that dif-
tinguithes the highways of France. Inftead of beds of torrents you have well built
bridges ; and from a country wild, defert, and poor, we found ourfelves in the
midft of cultivation and improvement. Every other circumftance fpoke the
fame language, and told us by figns not to be miftaken, and fome great and ope-
rating caufe worked an effect too clear to be mifunderftood. The more one fees,
the more I believe we fhall be led to think, that there is but one all-powerful
caufe that inftigates mankind, and that is GovERNMENT |—Others form excep-
tions, and give fhades of difference and diftinGion, but this ats with permanent
and univerfal force. The prefent inftance is remarkable; for Rouflillon is in
fact a part of Spain ; the inhabitants are Spaniards in language and in cuftoms ;
but they are under a French government.

Great range of the Pyrenees at a diftance. Meet fhepherds that {peak the Ca-
talan. The cabriolets we meet are Spanith. The farmers threfh their corn like the
Spaniards. ‘The inns and the houfes are the fame. Reach Perpignan ; there I
parted with Monf. Lazowfki. He returned to Bagnere de Luchon, but I had
planned a tour in Languedoc, to fill up the time to {pare.~—15 miles.

The 22d. The Duke de la Rochefoucauld had given me a letter to Monf.
Barri de Laffeufes, major of a regiment at Perpignan, and who, he faid, un-
derftood agriculture, and would be glad to converfe with me on the fubjet. [
fallied out in the morning to find him, but being Sunday, he was at his country-
feat at Pia, about a league from the town. I had a roafting walk thither, over
a dry ftoney country under vines. Monf. Madame, and Mademoifelle de
Laffeufes, received me with great politenefs. I explained the motives of my
coming to France, which were not to run idly through the kingdom with
the common herd of travellers, but to make myfelf a mafter of their agricul-
ture; that if I found any thing good and applicable to England, I might copy
it. He commended the defign greatly ; faid it was travelling with a truly laud-
able motive; but exprefled much aftonithment, as it was fo uncommon j:
and was very fure there was not a fingle Frenchman in all England on fuch an:

errand,
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errand. He defired I would fpend the day with him. I found the vineyard the
+hief part of his hufbandry, but he had fome arable land, managed in the fingu-
" far manner of that province. He pointed to a village which he faid was Rive-
falta, which produced fome of the moft famous wine in France ; at dinner I
found that it merited its reputation. In the evening returned to Perpignan, after
a day fertile in ufeful information.——8 miles.

The 23d. Take the road to Narbonne. Pafs Rivefalta. Under the mouri-
tain there is the largeft fpring I ever faw. Otters-Pool and Holywell are
bubbles to it. It rifes at the foot of the rock, and is able to turn immediately
many mills ; being at once rather a river than a fpring. Pafs an uninterrupted flat
wafte, w:thout a fingle tree, houfe, or village for a confiderable diftance: by
much the uglieft country I have feen in France. 'Great quantities'of corn every
where treading out with mules, as in Spain. Dine at Sejean, at the Soleil, a
good new inn, where I accidentally met with the marquis de Treflan. He told
me, that I muft be a fingular perfon to travel {o far with no other objet than
agriculture : he never knew nor heard of the like; but approved much of the
plan, and wifhed he could do the fame.

The roads here are ftupendous works. I pafled 2 hill, cut through to eafe a
defcent, that was all in the folid rock, and coft go,000 liv. (3,9371.) yet it extends
but a few hundred yards. Three leagues and an half from Sejean to Narbonne
coft 1,800,000 liv. (78,750l.) Thefe ways are fuperb even to a folly. Enormous
fums have been fpent to level even gentle flopes. The caufeways are raifed
and walled on each fide, forming one folid mafs of artificial road, carried
acrofs the vallies to the height of fix, feven, or eight feet, and never lefs than 50
wide. There isa bridge of a fingle arch, and a caufeway to it, truly magnificent ;
we have not an idea of what fuch a road is in England. The traffic of the way,
however, demands no fuch exertions ; one-third of the breadth is beaten, one-
third rough, and one-third covered with weeds. In 36 miles, I have met one
cabriolet, half a dozen carts, and fome old women with affes. For what all this
wafte of treafure ?=——In Languedoc, it is true, thefe works are not done by
corvées ; but there is an injuftice in levying the amount not far thort of them,
The money is raifed by tailles, and, in making the affeflment, lands held by a
noble tenure are fo much eafed, and others by a bafe one fo burthened, that
120 arpents in this neighbourhood, held by the former, pay go liv. and 400
poflefled by a plebeian right, which ought proportionally to pay 300 liv. is,
inftead of that, affefled at 1400 liv. At Narbonne, the canal which joins that of
Languedoc, deferves attention; it is a very fine work and will, they fay, be
finithed next month.—— 36 miles.

The 24th. Women without ftockings, and many thhout thoes ; but if their

feet are poorly clad they havea fupers confolation in walking upon magnificent
caufe-
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caufeways : the new road is 50 feet wide, and 5o more digged away or deftroyed
to make it.

The vintage itfelf can hardly be fuch a fcene of a&ivity and animation as this
univerfal one of treading out the corn,. with which all the towns and villages in
Languedoc are now alive. The corn is all roughly ftacked around a dry firm
fpot, where great numbers of mules and horfes are driven on a trot round a
centre, a woman holding the reins, and another, or a girl or two, with whips
drive; the men fupply and clear the floor; other parties are drefling, by
throwing the corn into the air for the wind to blow away the chaff. Every
foul is employed, and with fuch an air of cheerfulnefs, that the people feem as
well pleafed with their labour, as the farmer himfelf with his great heaps of
wheat. The fcene is uncommonly animated and joyous. I ftopped andalighted
often to fee their method; I was always very civilly treated, and my withes
for a good price for the farmer, and not too good a one for the poor, well re-
ceived. This method, which entirely faves barns, depends abfolutely on cli-
mate : from my leaving Bagnere de Luchon to this moment, all through Cata~
lonia, Rouffillon, and this part of Languedoc, there has been nothing like rain;
but one unvarying clear bright fky and burning fun, yet not at all fuffocating, or -
to me even unpleafant. I afked whether they were not fometimes caught in the
rain ? they faid, very rarelyindeed ; but if rain did come, it is feldom more than
a heavy fhower, which a hot fun quickly fucceeds and dries every thing fpeedily.

The canal of Languedoc is the capital feature of all this country. The moun-
tain through which it pierces is infulated, in the midft of an extended valley,
and only half a mile from the road. Itisa noble and ftupendous work, goes
through the hill about the breadth of three toifes, and was digged without fhafts.

Leave the road, and crofling the canal, follow it to Beziers; nine fluice-
gates let the water down the hill to join the river at the town.—A noble work |
The port is broad enough for four large veflels to lie abreaft ; the greateft of them
carries from go to 100 tons. Many of them were at the quay, fome in motion, and
every fign of an animated bufinefs. This is the beft fight I have feen in France.
Here Lewis XIV. thou art truely great!—Here, with a generous and
benignant hand, thou difpenfeft eafe and wealth to thy people!—S7 fic
omnia, thy name would indeed have been revered. To effe@ this noble
work, of uniting the two feas, lefs money was expended than to befiege Turin,
or to feize Strafbourg like a robber. Such an employment of the revenues of a
great kingdom is the only laudable way of a monarch’s acquiring immortality ;
all other means make their names furvive with thofe only of the incendiaries,
robbers, and violators of mankind. ‘The canal paffes through the river for about
half a league, feparated from it by walls which are covered in floods ; and then

turns off for Cette. Dine at Beziers. Knowing that Monf. I'Abbé Rozier,
' the
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the celebrated editor of the Journal Phyfique, and who is now publifhing a dic-
tionary of hufbandry, which in France has much reputation, lived and farmed
near Beziers, I enquired at the inn the way to his houfe. They told me that he
had left Beziers two years, but that the houfe was to be feen from the ftreet,
and accordingly thewed it me from fomething of a fquare open on one fide to the
country ; adding, that it belonged now to a Monf. de Rieufe, who had purchafed
the eftate of the Abbé. To view the farm of a man celebrated for his writings,
was an objet as it would, at leaft, enable me, in reading his book, to underftand
better theallufions he might make to the foil, fituation, and other circumftances.
I was forry to hear, at the table d’héte, much ridicule thrown on the Abbé Ro-
zier’s hutbandry, that it had beaucoup de fantafie mais rien folide ; in particular,
they treated his paving his vineyards as a ridiculous circumftance. Such an ex-
. periment feemed remarkable, and I was glad to hear it, that I might defire to fee-
thefe paved vineyards. The Abbé here, as a farmer, has juft that charatter
which every man will be fure to have who departs from the methods of his
neighbours ; for it is not in the nature of countrymen, that any body fhould
come among them who can prefume with impunity to think for themfelves.
1 afked why he left the country ? and they gave me a curious anecdote of the
bi(bop of Beziers cutting a road through the Abbé’s farm, at the expence of the
province, to lead to the houfe of his (the bithop’s) miftrefs, which occafioned
fuch a quarrel that Monf. Rozier could ftay no longer in the country. Thisis
a pretty feature of 2 government : that aman isto be “forced to fell his eftate, and
driven out of a country, becaufe bifhops make love.—I fuppofe to their neigh-
bours wives, as no other love is fathionable in France. Which of my neigh-
bours wives will tempt the bithop of Norwich to make a road through my
farm, and drive me to fell Bradfield ?2—I give my authority for this anecdote,
the chat of a table d’héte ; it is as likely to be falfe as true ; but Languedocxan
bithops are certainly not Engh(h ones.—Monf. de Rieufe rccewed me politely,
and fatisfied as many of my enquiries as he could ; for he knew littlé more of the
Abbé’s hufbandry than common report, and what the farm itfelf told him. As to
paved vineyards, there was no fuch thing : the report muft have taken rife from
a vmey ard of Burgundy grapes, which the Abbé planted in a new manner; he fet
them in a curved form, in a fofs, covering them only with flints inftead of
earth ; this fucceeded well. I walked over the farm, which is beautifully
ﬁtuated on the flope and top of a hill, which commands Beziers, its rich vale,
its navigation, and a fine accompanyment of mountains.

Beziers has a fine promenade; and is becoming, they fay, a favourlte re(idence
for the Englith, preferring the air to that of Montpelhcr Take the road to
Pezenas. It leads up a hill, which commands, for fome time, a view of the
Mediterranean. Through all this country, but particularly in the olive grounds, .

the
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the cricket (cicals) makes a conftant, fharp, monotonous noife; a more
odious companion on the road can hardly be imagined. Pezenas opens on-
a very fine country, a vale of fix or eight leagues extent all cultivated ; a beau-
tiful mixture of vines, mulberries, olives, towns, and fcattered houfes, witha
great deal of fine lucerne; the whole bounded by gentle hills, cultivated to
their tops.—At fupper, at the table d’hote, we were waited on by a female
without thoes or ftockings, exquifitely ugly, and diffufing odours not of rofes :
there were, however, a croix de St. Louis, and two or three mercantile-looking
people that prated with her very familiarly : at an ordinary of farmers, at the
pooreft and remoteft market village in England, fuch an animal would not be
allowed by the landlord to enter his houfe; or by the guefts their room.—
32 miles.

The 25th. Theroad, in crofling a valley to and from a bridge, i is a magnifi-
cent walled caufeway, more than a mile long, ten yards wide, and from eight
‘to twelve faet high ; with ftone pofts onsach fide at every fix yards—a prodigi-
ous work.—I know nothing more ftriking to a traveller than the roads of Lan-
guedoc : we have not in England a conception of fuch exertions ; they are fplen-
did and fuperb ; and if I could free my mind of the recolle@ion of the unjuft
taxation which pays them, I thould travel with admiration at the magmﬁccnce
difplayed by the ftates of this province. The police of thefe roads is however
execrable—for I fcarcely meet a cart but the driver is afleep in it.

Taking the road to Montpellier, pafs through a pleafing country; and by an-
other immenfe walled caufeway, twelve yards broad and three high, leading clofe
to the fea. To Pijan, and near Frontignan and Montbafin, famous for their
mufcat wines.—Approach Montpellier; the environs, for near a league, are de-
licious, and more highly ornamented than any thing I have feen in France.—
Villas weld built, clean, and fortable, with every appearance of wealthy
owners, age fpread thickly through the country. They are, in general, pretty
fquare buildings ; fome very large. Montpellier, with the air rather of a great
capital than of a provincial town, covers a hill that fwells proudly to the view.—
But on entering it, you experience a difappointment from narrow, ill-built,
crooked ftreets, but full of people, and apparently alive with bufinefs ; yet there
is no confiderable manufacture in the place; the principal are verdigreafe, filk
handkerchiefs, blankets, perfumes and /igueurs. ‘The great object for a ftranger
to view is the ﬁenadc or fquare, for it partakes of both, called the Perou.—
There is a magnificent aquedu& on three tires of arches for fupplying the city
with water, from a hill at a confiderable diftance ; avery noble work ; a chareau
d’eau receives the water in a circular bafon, from which it falls into an exter-

nal refervoir, to fupply the city, and the jets d’eau that cool the air of a garden
F . below,
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below, the whole in a fine fquare confiderably elevated above the furround-
ing ground, walled in with a balluftrade, and other mural decorations, and
in the centre a good equeftrian ftatue of Louis XIV. There is an air of real
. grandeur and magnificence in this ufeful work, that ftruck me more than-
any thing at Verfailles. The view is alfo fingularly beautiful. To the fouth, the
eye wanders with delight over arich vale, fpread with villas, and terminated by
the fea. To the north, a feries of cultivated hills. On one fide, the vaft range
of the Pyrences trend away till loft in remotenefs. On the other, the eter-
nal fnows of the Alps pierce the clouds.. The whole view one of the moft ftu-
pendous to be feen, when a clear fky approximates thefe diftant objects.,wmm
32 miles.”

The 26th. The fair of Bcaucaxre fills the whole country with bufinefs and
motion ; meet many carts loaded; apd nine diligences going or coming.
Ycﬁcrday and to day the hoteft I ever experienced ; we had none like them
in Spain—the flies much worfe than the heat.——30 miles. :

The 27th. The amphitheatre of Nifmes is a prodigious work, which fhews
how well the Romans had adapted thefe edifices to the abominable ufes to
which they were ereted. The convenience of a theatre that could hold 17000
fpeators without confufion ; the magnitude; the maffive and fubftantial man-
ner in whichit is built without mortar, that has withftood the attacks of the
weather, and the worfe depredations of the barbarians in the various revolutions.
of fixteen centuries, all firike the attention forcibly

I viewed the Maifon Quarré laft night ; again this morning, and twice more
in the day ; it is beyond all comparifon the moft light, elegant, and pleafing
building I ever beheld. Without any magnitude to render it impofing ; with-
out any extraordinary magnificence to furprize, it rivets attention. There
is a magic harmony in the pmportions that ~charms the eye. Ome can fix
on no particular part of pre-eminent bcauty ; itis one perfe& whole of ‘{fymmetry
and grace. What an infatuation in modern architecs, that can overlook the
chafte and elegant fimplicity of tafte, manifeft in fuch a work ; and yet rear fuch
piles of laboured foppery and heavinefs as are to be met with in France. The
temple of Diana, as it is called, and the ancient baths, with their modern re-
ftoration, and the promenade, form parts of the fame fcene, and are mag-
nificent decorations of the city. I was, in relation to the Raths, in ill luck;
for the water was all drawn off, in order to clean them 8nd the canals.—
The Roman pavements are fingularly beautiful, and in high prefervation.
My quarters at Nifmes were at the Louvre, a large, commodious, and ex-
cellent inn, the houfe was almoft as much a fair from morning to night
as Beaucaire itfelf could be. I dined and fupped at the table d’hdte; the

cheapnefs
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cheapnefs of thefe tables fuits my finances, and one fees fomething of the man-

ners of the people ; we fat down from twenty to forty at every meal, moft mot-

ley companies of French, Italians, Spaniards, and Germans, with a Greek and

Armenian ; and I was informed, that there is hardly a nation in Europe or

Afia, that have not merchants at this great fair, chiefly for raw filk, of

which many millions in value are fold in four days : all the other commodities of
.the world are to be found there.

One circumftance I muft remark on this numerous table d’héte, becaufe it has
firuck me repeatedly, which is the taciturnity of the French. I came to the
kingdom expe@ing to have my ears conftantly fatigued with the infinite volu-
bility and fpirits of the people, of which fo many perfons have written, fitting, I
fuppofe, by their Englith fire-fides.” At Montpellier, though 15 perfonsand fome

. of them ladies were prefent, I found it impoffible to make them break their
inflexible filence with more than a monofyllable, ard the whole company
fat more like an affembly of tongue-tied quakers, than the mixed company of
a people famous for loquacity. Here alfo, at Nifmes, with a different party
at every meal it is the fame ; not a Frenchman will open his lips. To-day at
dinner, hopelefs of that nation, and fearing to lofe the ufe of an organ they had
fo little inclination to employ, I fixed myfelf by a Spaniard, and having been fo
lately in his country, I found him ready to converfe, and tolerably communica-
tive ; but we had more converfation than thirty other perfons mamtamcd among
themfclvcs

The 28th. Early in the morning to the Pont du Gard, through a plain co-
vered with vaft plantations of olives to the left, but much wafte rocky land.
At the firft view of that celebrated aqueduct, I was rather difappointed, having
expe&cd fomething of greater magnitude ; but foon found the error: I was, on
examining, it more nearly, convigced that it poffeffed every quality that ought to
make a ftrong impreffion. It is a ftupendous work ; the magnitude, and the
maffive folidity of the archite@ure, which may probably endure two or three
thoufand years more, united with the undoubted utility of the undertaking, to give
us a high idea of the fpirit of exertion which executed it for the {upply of a pro-
vincial town : the furprize, however, may ceafe, when we confider the nations
enflaved that were the workmen.—Returning to Nifmes, meet many mera
chants returgjpg fibm the fair; each with a child’s drum tied to their cloak-
bag: my own little girl was too much in‘my head not to love them for this mark
of attention to their children ;—but why a #rum ?—Have they not had enough of
the military in a kingdom, where they are excluded from all the honours, re-
fpe&, and emolument, that can flow from the fword ?=I like Nifmes much;
and if the inhabitants are at all on a par with the appearance of their city, I
ihould prefer it for a refidence to moft, if not all the towns I have feen in France.

F 2 The
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The theatre, however, is a capital point, in that Montpellier is faid to exceed
it.—24 miles.

The 29th. Pafs fix leagues of difagreeable country to Sauve. Vines and
nlives. The chateau of Mon{. Sabbatier ftrikes in this wild country ; he has in- -
clofed much with dry walls, planted many mulberries and olives, which are
young, thriving, and well inclofed, yet the foil is fo ftoney, that no earth is
vifible ; fome of his walls are four feet thick, and one of them twelve thick and:
five high, whence it feems, he thinks moving the ftones a neceflary improve-
ment, which I much queftion. He has built three or four new farm-houfes ;
I fuppofe he refides on this eftate for improving it. 1 hope he does not ferve ;
that no moon-thine purfuit may divert him from a condu& honourable to him-
felf, and beneficial to his country.—Leaving Sauve, I was much ftruck with a
large tra& of land, feemingly nothing but huge rocks; yet moft of it inclofed
and planted with the ‘moft induftrious attention. Every man has an olive,
a mulberry, an almond," or a peach-tree, and vines fcattered among them;
fo that the whole ground is covered with the oddeft mixture of thefe
plants, and bulging rocks that can be conceived. The inhabitants of this vil-
lage deferve encouragment for their induftry ; and if I was a French minifter,
they thould have it. They would foon turn all the deferts around them into
gardens. Such a knot of active hufbandmen, who turn 'their rocks into fcenes
of fertility, becaufe I fuppofe THEIR owN, would do the fame by the waftes, if -
animated by the fame omnipotent principle. Dine at St. Hyppolite, with eight
proteftant merchants returning home to Rouverge, from the fair of Beaucaire;
as we parted at the fame time, we travelled together ; and from their converfa-
tion, I learned fome circumftances of which I wanted to be informed; they
told me alfo, that mulberries extend beyond Vigan, but then, and efpecially
about Milhaud, almonds take their place, and are in very great quantities.

My Rouverge friends prefled me to pafs with them to Milhaud and Rodez,
affured me, that the cheapnefs of their province was fo great, that it would
tempt me to live fome tinie amongft them. That I might have a houfe at
Milhaud, of four tolerable rooms on a floor furnifhed, for 12 louis a-year; and
live in the utmoft plenty with all my family, if I would bring them over, for
100 louis a-year: that there were many families of noblefle, who fubfifted on
50, and even on 2§ a-year. Such anecdotes of cheapnefs are only gurious when
confidered in a political light, as contributing on one hand to the welfare of indi-
viduals ; and on the other, as contribating to the profperity, wealth, and power
of the kingdom ; if I fhould meet with many fuch inftances, and alfo with others
dire@ly contrary, it will be neceflary to confider them more at large.—30 miles..

The 30th. Going out of Gange, I was furprifed to find by far the greateft

exertion in irsigation which I had yet feen in France; and then pafs by fome-
: fteep
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fteep- mountains, highly cultivated in terraces. Much watering at St. Lau-
rence. The {cenery very interefting to a farmer. From Gange, to the moun-

tain of rough ground whith I croflfed, the ride has been the moft interefting

- which I have taken in France; the efforts of induftry the moft vigorous; the

animation the moft lively. An a&ivity has been here, that has fwept away all dif-

ficulties before it, and has cloathed the very rocks with verdure. It would be a’
difgrace to common fenfe to afk the caufe: the enjoyment of property mufl have
done it. Give a man the fecure poffeffion of a bleak rock, and he will turn it
into a garden ; give him a nine years leafe of a garden, and he will convert it into a
defert. 'To Montadier, over a rough mountain covered with box and lavender;

it is a beggarly village, with an auberge that made me almoft thrink. Some cut-

throat figures were eating black bread, whofe vifages had fo much of the gallies-
that I thought I heard their chains rattle. I looked at their legs, and could not
but imagine they had no bufinefs to be free. There is a fpecies of counte-

nance here {o horridly bad, that it is impoffible to be miftaken in one’s reading.

I was quite alone, and abfolutely without arms, -Till this moment, I had not

dreamt of carrying piftols : I fhould now have been better fatisfigd® #f I had had

them. The mafter of the auberge, who feemed firft coufin to his guefts, pro-

cured for me fome wretched bread with difficulty, but it was not black.—

No meat, no eggs, no legumes, and execrable wine : no corn for my mule ; no

hay ; no ftraw; no grafs : the loaf fortunately was large; I took a piece, and

fliced the reft for my four-footed Spanith friend, who ate it thankfully, but the:
aubergifte growled.—Defcend by a winding and excellent road to Maudieres,

where a vaft arch is thrown acrofs the torrent. Pafs St. Maurice, and crofs a

ruined foreft amongft fragments of trees. Defcend three hours, by a moft moble

road hewn out of the mountain fide to Lodeve, a dirty, ugly, ill built town,
with crooked clofe ftreets, but populous, and very induftrious.—Here I drank

excellent light and pleafing white wine, at 5/ a bottle.—~—36 miles.

The zift. Crofs a mountain by a miferable road, and reach Beg de Rieux,
which thares with Carcaflonne, the fabric of fondrins, for the Levant trade.—
Crofs much wafte to Beziers.—I met to-day with an inftance of ignorance in a
well drefled French merchant, that furprifed me. He had plagued me with abun-
dance of tirefome foolith queftions, and then afked for the third or fourth time
what country I waseof. I told him I wasa Chinefe. How far off is that coun-
try ?—I replied, 200 leagues. Deux cents lieus! Diable! ¢’eff un grand chemin !
The other day a Frenchman afked me, after telling him I was an Englithman,
If we had trees in England ?—1I replied, that we had a few. - Had we any rivers
—Oh, none at all. A5 ma foi c’eft bien trifle! This incredible ignorance, when
compared with the knowledge fo univerfally diffeminated in England, is to be
attributed, like every thing elfe, to government.~—40 miles.

Avgust
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AvcusT 1. Leave Beziers, in order to go to Capeftan by the pierced moun-
tain. Crofs the canal of Languedoc feveral times; and over many wafles to
Pleraville. The Pyrenees now full to the left, and their roots but a few leagues
off. At Carcaffonne they carried me to a fountain of muddy water, and to a
gate-of the barracks; but I was better pleafed to fee feveral large good houfes
«©of manufa&urers, that fhew wealth. ——-4.0 miles.

“The 2d. Pafs a confiderable convent, with a long lme of front, and rife to
Fanjour.——16 miles.

The 3d. At Mirepoix they are building a moft magnificent bridge of feven
flat arches, each of 64 fect épan, which will coft 1,800,000 liv. (78,750l.); it
has been 12 years ereting, and will be finithed in two more. The weather for
feveral days has been as fine as poffible, but very hot; to-day the heat was fo
difagreeable, that I refted from twelve to three at Mirepoix; and found it fo
burning, that it was an effort to go half a quarter of a mile to view the bridge.
The myriads of flies were ready to devour me, and I could hardly fupport any
light in the room. Riding fatigued me, and l enquired for a carriage of fome
{fort to carry spe, while thefe great heats fhould continue ; I had done the fame
at Carcaflonne; but nothing like a cabriolet of any fort was to be had. When
it is recollected that that place is one of the moft confiderable manufa&uring
towns in France, containing 15,000 people, and that Mirepoix is far from
being a mean place, and yet not a voiture of any kind to be had, how will an
Englithman blefs himfelf for the univerfal conveniences that are fpread through
his own country, in which I believe there is not a town of 1500 people in the
kingdom where poft chaifes. and able horfes are not to be had at a moment’s
warning ? What a contraft! This confirms the fact deducible from the little
traffic on the roads even around Paris itfelf. Circulation is ftagnant in France.—
'The heat was fo great that I left Mirepoix difordered with it: This was by far
the hotteft day that I ever felt. The hemifphere feeméd almott in a flame with
burning.rays that rendered it impoffible to turn ones eyes within many degrees of
the radiant orb that now blazed in the heavens.—Crofs another fine new bridge
of three arches ; and come to a woodland, the firft I have feen for a great diftance.
Many vines about Pamiers, which is fituated in a beautiful vale, upon a fine
river. The place itfelf is ugly firiking, and ill built; with an inn! Adieu,
Monf. Gafcit; if fate fends me to fuch another houfe as thme—be it an expia-
tion for my fins ! — 28 miles.

The 4th. Leaving Amous, there is the extraordinary fpetacle of a river

- iffuing out of a cavern in a2 mountain of rock ; on croffing the hill you fee where
it enters by another cavern.—It pierces the mountain. Moft countries, however,
have inftances of rivers pafling under ground. At St. Geronds go to the Croix
Blanche, the moft execrable receptacle of filth, vermin, impudence, and impo-

' fition
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fition that ever exercifed the gatience, or wounded the feelings of a traveller.
A withered hag, the demon of beaftlinefs, prefides there. I laid, not reft-
ed, in a chamber over a ftable, whofe effluviz through the broken floor
were the leaft offenfive of the perfumes afforded by this hideous place.—
It could give me nothing but two ftale eggs, for which I paid, exclufive
of all other charges, 20/. Spain brought notling to my eyes that equalled
this fink, from which an Englith hog would turn with difguft. But the inns
" all the way from Nifmes are wretched, except at Lodeve, Gange, Carcaflonne,.
and Mirepoix. St. Geronds muft have, from its appearance, four or five thou-
fand people. Pamiers near twice that number. What can be the circulating
conne&ion between fuch mafles of people and wthgr towns and countries,.
that can be held together and fupported by fuch inns? There have been:
writers who look upon fuch ghfervations as arifing merely from the petu~
lance of travellers, but it fhews thelt extreme ignorance. Such circumftances
are political data. We cannot demand all the books of France to be openea
in order to explam 'the amount of circulation in that kingdom ; a pglitician muft
therefore collec it from fuch circumftances as he can afcertain; and among
thefe, traffic on the great roads, and the convefience of the houfes prepared for
the reception of travellers, tell us both the number and the condition of thofe
travellers ; by which term I chiefly allude to the natives, who move on bufinefs:
or pleafure from place to place ; for4f shey are not confiderable enough to caufe:
good inns, thofe who come from a diff¥mce will not, which is evident from the
bad accomgnodatxons even in the high road from London to Rome. On the
contrary,®go.in England to towns that contain 1500, 2000, or 3000 people, in
fituations abfolutely-cut off from- all dependence, or almoft the expe&ation of
what are properly called travellers, yet you will meet with neat inns, well
dreRed and clean people keeping them, good furniture, and a refrething civi-
lity ; your fenfes may not be gratified, but they will not be offendeds and if you:
demand a poft chaife and a pair of horfes, the coft of which is not lefs than 8ol.
in fpite of a heavy tax, it will be ready to carry you whither you pleafe. Are
no political conclufions to be drawn from this amazing contraft ? It proves-
that fuch a population in England have conne&ions with other places to the
amount of {fupporting, fuch houfes. The friendly clubs of the inhabitants, the
vifits of friends and relations, the parties of pleafure, the refort of farmers, the:
intercourfe with the capital and with other towns, form the fupport of good.
inns ; and in a country where they are not to be found, it is a proof that there.
is not the fame quantity of motion; or that it moves by means of lefs wealth,.
lefs confumption, and lefs enjoyment. In this journey through Languedoc, I
have pafled an incredible number of fplendid bridges, and many fuperb caufe-
ways. But this only proves the abfurdity and oppreffion of government..
Bridges that coft 70 or 80,0c0l. and immenfe caufeways to connect towns, that.

have
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have no better inns than fuch as I have defcribed, appear to be grof¢ abfurdi-
ties. They cannot be made for the mere ufe of the inhabitants, becaufe one-
fourth of the expenfe would anfwer the purpofe of real utility. They are
therefore objects of public magnificence, and confequently for the eye of tra-
vellers. But what traveller, with his perfon furrounded by the beggarly filth
of an inn, and with all his fenfes offended, will not condemn fuch inconfift-
encies as folly,” and will not with for more comfort and lefs appearance of
fplendour.——30 miles.

. The sth. 'To St. Martory is an almoft uninterrupted range of well inclofed
and well cultivated country. —PFor an hundred miles paft, the women generally
without thoes, even in the #wns; and in the country many men alfo.—The
heat ycf’terday and to-day as intenfe as it was before: there is no bearing any
light in the rooms; all muft be fhut clofe, or none are tolerably cool: in
going out of a light room into a dark one, though both to the north, there is
a very fenfible coolnefs ; and out of a dark one into a roofed balcony, is like go-
ing into anoven. I have been advifed every day not to ftir till four o’clock.
From ten in the -morning till five in the afternoon, the heat makes all exercife
moft uncomfortable ; and the flies are a curfe of Egypt. Give me the cold and
fogs of England, rather than fuch a heat, thould it be lafting. The natives, how-
ever, affert, that this intenfity has now continued as long as it commonly does,
namely, four or five days ; and that the ggeafeft part even of the hotteft months is
much cooler than the weather is at prefes.—In 250 miles diftant, I have met on
the road twp cabriolets only, and three miferable things like old Englifh one-
horfe chaifes ; not one gentleman ; though many merchants, as they étll them-
felves, each with two or three cloak-bags behind him :—a paucity of travellers
that is amazing.——a8 miles.

The 6th,, To Bagnere de Luchon, rejoining my friends, and not difpleafedtto
have a littlg¥eft in the cool mountains, atter fo burning a ride.——28 miles.

The 10th. Finding our party not yet ready to fet out on their return to Paris,
I determined to make ufe of the time there was yet to fpare, ten or eleven days,
in a tour to Bagnere de Bigorre, to Bayonne, and to meet them on the -way to
Bourdeaux, at Auch. This being fettled, I mounted my Englith mare, and took
my laft leaveg of Luchon.——28 miles.

The11th. Pafs aconvent of Bernardinemonks, who havearevenueof 30,000liv.
Itis fituatedinavale, watered by a charming chryflal fiream, and fome hills, cover-
ed with oak, fhelter it behind.—Arrive at Bagnere, which contains little worthy
of notice, but it is much frequented by company on account of its waters. To
the valley of Campan, of which I had heard great things, and which yet much
furpaffed my expetation. It is quite different from all the other vales I have

feenin the Pyrenees or in Catalonia. The features and thearrangement novel.
In
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In general the richly cultivated flopes of thofe mountains are thickly inclofed ;
this, on the contrary, is open. The vale itfelf is a flat range of cultivation and
watered meadow, {pread thickly with villages and fcattered houfes. The eaftern
boundary is a rough, fteep, and rocky mountain,' and affords pafturage to goats
and fheep ; a contraft to the weftern, which forms the fingular feature of
the fcene. It is one noble fheet of corn and grafs uninclofed, and interfected
only by lines that mark the divifion of properties, or the channels that condu
water from the higher regions for irrigating the lower ones ; the whole hang-

ing is one matchlefs flope of the richeft and moft luxuriant vegetation. Here

and there are {cattered fome fmall maflfes of wood, which chance has grouped
with wonderful happine(s for giving variety to the {cene. The: feafon of the

year, by mixing the rich yellow of ripe corn, with"the green of the watered mea-

dows, added greatly to the colouring of the landfcape, which is upon the whole
the moft exquifite for form and cologr that my eye has ever been regaled with.—
Take the road to Lourde, where is a caftle on a rock, garrifoned for the mere
purpafe of keeping ftate prifoners, fent hither by /lettres de cachet. Seven or
cight are. 2nown to be here at prefent; thirty have been here at 4 time; and
many for life—torn by the relentlefs hand of jealous tyranny from the bofom
of domeftic comfort; from wives, children, friends, and hurried for crimes
unknown to themfelves—more probably for virtues—=to languith in this de-
tefted abode of mifery—and die of defpair. Oh, liberty! liberty !|=———and yet
this is the mildeft government of any eonfiderable country in Europe;, our own
excepted. The difpenfations of providence feem to have permitted the human
race to exift only as the prey of tyrants, as it has made pigeons for the prey of
hawks.——35 miles. ,

The 12th.. Pau is a confiderable town, that has a parliament and a linen ma-
nufature ; but it is more famous for being the birth-place of Henry IV.
I viewed the caftle, and was fthewn, as all travellers are, the room in which
that amiable prince was born, and the cradle, the fhell of a tortoife, in which
he was nurfed. What an effe@ on pofterity have great and diftinguithed ta-
lents! This is a confiderable town, but I queftion whether any thing would
ever carry a ftranger to it but its poffefling the cradle of a favourite charalter.

Take the road to Moneng, and come prefently to a fcene which was fo
new to me in France, that I could hardly believe my own eyes. A fucceflion
of many well built, tight, and coMForRTABLE farming cottages, built of
ftone, and covered with tiles; each having its little garden, inclofed -by
clipt thorn hedges, with plenty of peach and other fruit-trees, fome fine
oaks fcattered in the hedges, and young trees nurfed up with fo much
care, that nothing but the foftering attention of the owner could effe@® any

thing like it. To every houfe belongs a farm, perfectly well inclofed, with
G grafs
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grafs borders mown and neatly kept around the corn ficlds, with gates to pafs
from one inclofurg to another. 'The men are all dreffed with red caps, like the -
highlanders of Scotland. There are fome parts of England (where {mall yeo-
men ftill remain) that refemble this country of Bearne; but we have very little
that is equal to what I have feen in this ride of twelve miles from Pau to Mon-
eng. Itis all in the hands of little proprietors, without the farms being fo
fmall as to occafion a vicious and miferable population. An air of neatnefs,
warmth, and comfort breathes over the whole. It is vifible in their new
built houfes and ftables; in their little gardens; in their hedges; in the
courts before their doors ; even in the coops for their poultry, and the fties for
their hogs. A peafant does not think of rendering his pig comfortable, if his

" own happinefs hangs by the thread of a nine years leafe. We are now in Bearne,

within a few miles of the cradle of Henry IV. Do they inherit thefe bleflings
from that good prince ? The benignant genius of that good monarch, feems to
reign ftill over the country ; each peafant has tbe fow! in the pot.——34 miles.

. The 13th. The agreeable fcene of yefterday continues; many fmall pro-
perties 3 and every ‘appearance of rural happinefs. Navareen is a {mall walled
and fortified town, confifting of three principal ftreets, which crofs at right -
"angles, with a fmall fquare. From the ramparts there is the view of a fine
country. ‘The linen fabric fpreads through it. To St. Palais the country

. is moftly inclofed, and much of it with thorn-hedges, admirably trained, and
.kept neatly clipped.——2¢ miles. . .

The 14th. Left St. Palais, and took a guide to condu& me four leagues to
Anfpan. Fair day, and the place crouded with farmers ; I faw the foup prepared
for what we fhould call the farmer’s ordinary. There was a mountain of fliced
bread, the colour of which was not inviting ; ample provifion of cabbage, greafe,
and water, and about as much meat for fome fcores of people, as half a dozen
Englith farmers would have eaten, and grumbled at their hoft for thort com-

. mons.——26 miles. '

The 15th. Bayonne is by much the prettieft town I have feen in France ; the
houfes are not only well built of ftone, but the ftreets are wide, and
there are many openings which, though not regular fquares, have a good
effe@. The river is broad, and many .of the houfes being fronted to it, the
view of them from the bridge is' fine. The promenade is charming; it
has many rows of trees, whofe heads join and form a fhade delicious in this
hot climate. In the evening, it was thronged with well drefled people of both
fexes: and the women, through all the country, are the handfomeft [ have feen
in France. In coming hither from Pau, I faw what is very rare in that king-
dom, clean and pretty country girls ; in moft of the provinces, hard labour de-
firoys both perfon and complexion. The bloom of health on the cheeks of a

: ' well
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well drefled country gxrl is not the worft feature in any ]andfcape. I hired a
chaloup for viewing the embankment at the mouth of the river. By the water
{preading itfelftoo much, the harbour-was injured ; and government, to contract
it, has built a wall on the north bank a mile long, and another on the fouth
thore of half the length. It is from ten to twenty feet -wide, and about twelve
high, from the top of the bafe of rough ftone, which extends twelve or fifteen
feet more. Towards the mouth of the harbour, it'is twenty feet wide, and the
ftones on both fides crampt.together with irons. They are now driving piles of
pine 16 feet deep, for the foundation. It is, on the whole, a work of great ex-
pence, magnificence and utility.

The lbth To Dax is not the beft way to Auch, but T had a mmd to fee the
famous wafte called Les Lundes de Bourdeaux, of which 1 had long heard and
. read fo much. I was informed, that by this route, I fhould pafs through more
than twelve leagues of them. They reach almoft to the gates of Bayonne ; but
" broken by cultivated fpots for a league .or two. Thefe landes are fandy tralts
covered with pine trees, cut regularly for refin. Hiftorians report, that when
the moors were expelled from *Spain, they applied to the court of France for
leave to fettle on and cultivate thefe /Jandes; and that the court was much con-
demned for refufing them. It feems to have been taken for granted, that they
could not be peopled with French ; and therefore ought rather to be given to
Moors, than to be left wafte.—At Dax, there is a reiarkably hot {pring in the
middle of the town. It is a very fine one, bubbling powerfully out of the
ground in a large bafon, walled in; it is boiling hot ; it taftes like common water,
- and I was told that it was not impregnated with any'mineral. The only ufe to
which it is applied is for wathing linen. It is at all feafons of the fame heat,
and in the fame quantity. =27 miles.

The27th. Pafs a diftri¢t of fand as white as fnow, and fo loofe as to blow ; yet
has oaks two feet in diameter, by reafon of a bottom of white adhefive earth like
marl. Pafs three rivers, the waters of which might be applied in irrigation, yet
no ufe made of them. The duke de Bouillon has vaft pofleffions in thefe lands.
-A Grand Seigneur will at any time, and in any\country, cxplain the reafon of
improveable land being left wafte.——29 miles. .

The 18th. As dearnefs is, in my opinion, the general feature of all
money exchanges in France, it is but candid to note inftances to the contrary.
At Airé, they gave me, at the Croix d’Or, foup, eels, fweet bread, and
green-peas, a pigeon, a chicken, and veal-cutlets, with a deflert of bifcuits,
peaches, netarines, plumbs, and a glafs of Jigueur, with a bottle of ‘good
wine, all for 40/ (20d.) oats for my mare 20/. and hay 10/, At the fame pnce
, at St. Severe, I had a fupper laft mght not inferior to it. Every thing at Airé

feemed good and clcan and what is very uncommon, I had a parlour to eat my
G2 ‘ ' dmner
.. . !
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dinner in, and was attended by a neat well drefled girl. ‘The laft two hours to
Airé it rained .{f6 violently, that my filk furtout was an infufficient defence ; and:
the old landlady was in no hafte to give me fire enough to be dried. As to
fupper, I had the idea of my dinner.—— 35 miles.

The 19th. Pafs Beek, which feems a flourithing little place, if we may
judge by the building of new houfes. The Clef d’Or is a large, new, and
good inn.

In the the 270 miles, from Bagnere de Luchon to Auch, a general obfervation -
I may make is, that the whole, with very few exceptions, is inclofed ; and that.
the farm-houfes are every where fcattered, inftead of being, as in fo many parts
of France colle@ed in towns. I have feen fcarcely any gentlemen’s country-
feats that feem at all modern ; and, in general, they are thin to a furprifing de=
gree. I have not met with one country equipage, nor any thing like a gentle-
man riding to fee a neighhour. Scarcely a gentleman at all. At Auch, met
"by appointment my friends, on their return to Paris. The town is almoft with-
out manufa@ures or commerce, and is fupported chiefly by the rents of the
country. But they have many of the noblefle in the province, too poor to live
here ; fome indeed fo poor, that they plough their own fields; and thefe
may poflibly be much more eftimable members of fociety, than the fools and
knaves that laugh at them.——31 miles.

The 20th. Pafs Fleuran, which contains many good houfcs, and go through
a populous country to La Tour, a bifhoprick, the diocefan of which we left at
Bagnere de Luchon. The fituation is beautiful on the point of a ridge of hills.
——20 miles. .

The 22d. By Leyrac, through a fine country, to the Garonne, which we
crofs by aferry. This river is here a quarter of a mile broad, with every appear-
ance of commerce. A large barge paflfed loaded with cages of poultry; of
fuch confequence throughout the extent of this navigation is the confumption
of the great city of Bourdeaux. The rich vale continues to Agen, and is very
highly cultivated ; but has not the beauty of the environs of La Tour. If new
buildings are a criterion of the flourithing ftate of a place, Agen profpers. The
bithop has raifed a2 magnificent palace, the centre of which is in good tafte ;- but
the jun&ion with the wings not equally happy.——23 miles.

The23d. Pafs a rich and highly cultivated vale to Aguillon ; much hemp,

" and every woman in the country employed on it. Many neat well built farm-
houfes on fmall properties, and all the country very populous. View the chateau
of the Duc d’Aguillon, which, being in the town, is badly fituated, according to
all rural ideas; but a town is ever an accompanyment of a chateau in France, as
it was formerly in moft parts of Europe ; it feems to have refulted from a feudal

+ arrangement, that the Grand Seigneur might keep his flaves the nearer to his
call,

]
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call, 2s 2 man builds his ftables near his houfe. This edifice is a confiderable
one, built by the prefent Duke; begun about twenty years ago, when he was
exiled here during eight years. And, thanks to that banifhment, the building
went on nobly ; the body of the houfe done, and the detached wings almoft
finithed. But as foon as the fentence was reverfed, the duke went to Paris,
and has not been here fince, confequently all now ftands ftill. It is thus that
banithment alone will force the French nobility to execute what the Englith do
for pleafure—refide upon and adorn their eftates. There is one magnificent cir-
cumftance, namely, an elegant and f{pacious theatre; it fills one of the wings..
The orcheftra is for twenty-four muficians, the number kept, fed, and paid, by
the duke when here. This elegant and agreeable luxury, which falls within the
compafs of a very large fortune is known in ‘every country in Europe except
England : the poffeffors of great eftates here preferring horfes and dogs very
much before any entértainment a theatre can yield. To Tonnance.——25 miles.

The 24th. Many new and good country feats of gentlemen, well built, and.
fet off with gardens, plantations, &c. Thefe are the effe@ts of the wealth of
Bourdeaux. Thefe people, like other Frenchmen, eat little meat; in the
town of Leyrac five oxen only are killed in a year; whereas an Englifh town.
with the fame population would confume two or three oxen a week. A noble:

" view towards Bourdeaux for many leagues, the river appearing in four or five

places. Reach Langon, and drink of its excellent white wine..——32 miles.

The 25th. Pafs through Barfac, famous alfo for its wines: They are now
ploughing with oxen between the rows of the vines, the operation which gave
Tull the idea of horfe-hoeing corn. Great population, and country feats all
the way. At Caftres the country changes to an uninterefting flat. - Arrive at:
Bourdeaux, through a continued village.—— 30 miles.

The 26th. Much as I had read and heard of the commerce, wealth, and.
magnificence of this city, they greatly {urpaflfed my expectations. Paris did not.
anfwer at all, for it is not to be compared to London; but we muft not
name Liverpool in competition with Bourdeaux. The grand feature here,.
of which I had heard moft, anfwers the leaft ; I mean the quay, which is re-
{petable only for lcngth and its quantity of bufinefs, neither of which, to

-the eye of a ftranger, is of much confequence, if devoid of beauty. The row

of houfes is regular, but without either magnificence or beauty. It is

-a dirty, floping, muddy fhore; parts without pavement, incumbered with.

filth and ftones ; barges lie here for loading and unloading the fhips, which
cannot approach to what fhould be a quay. Here is all the dirt and difagree-
able circumftances of trade, without the order, arrangement, and magnificence:
of a quay. Barcelona is unique in this refpe¢t. When I prefumed to find fault

with the buildings on the river, it muft not be fuppofed. that I include the.
whole ;,
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whole ; the crefcent which is in the fame line is better. 'The place royale, with
the ftatue of Lewis XV. in the middle, is a fine opening, and the buildings
which form it regular and handfome. But the quarter of the chapeau rouge
is truly magnificent, confifting of noble houfes, built, like the reft of the city,
of white hewn ftone. It joins the chateau trompette, which occupies near half
a mile of the fhore. This fort is bought of the king, by a company of {pecu-
lators, who are now pulling it down with an intention of building a fine
fquare and many new fireets, to the amount of 1800 houfes. I have feen a
defign of the fquare and the ftreets, and it would, if executed, be one of the
moft fplendid additions to a city that is to ‘be feen in Europe. This great work
ftands ftill at prcfent through a fear of rcfumpuons The theatre, built about
ten or twelve years ago, is by far thp moft magnificent in France. I have feen
nothing that approaches it.. The building is infulated ; and fills up a fpace of
306 feet by 165, one end being ‘the principal front, containing a portico the
~ whole length of it, of twelve very large Corinthian columns. The entrance from
this portico is by a noble veftibule, which leads not only to the different parts of
the theatre, but alfo to an elegant oval concert-room and faloons for walking
and refrethments. The theatre itfelf is of a vaft fize; in thape the fegment of -
anoval. The eftablithment of acors, aérefles, fingers, dancers, orcheftra, &c.
fpeak the wealth and luxury of the place. 1 have been affured, that from thirty
to fifty louis a night have been paid to a favourite a&trefs from Paris. Larrive,
the firft tragic acor of that capital, is now here, at 5oo liv. (21l. 12s. 6d.) a
night, with two benefits. Dauberval, the dancer, and his wife (the Madamoi-
felle Theodore of London) are retained as principal ballet-mafter and firft -
female dancer, at a falary of 28,000 liv. (1225l.) Pieces are performed every
night, Sundays not excepted, as every where in France. The mode of living
that takes place here among merchants is highly luxurious. Their houfes and
eftablithments are on expenfive fcales. Great entertainments, and many ferved
. on plate: high play is a much worfe thing ;—and the fcandalous chronicle fpeaks
of merchants keeping the dancing and finging girls of the theatre at falaties
which ought to import no good to their credit. This theatre, which does fo
much honour to the pleafures of Bourdeaux, was raifed at the expence of the
town, and coft 270,000]l. The new tide corn mill, ereted by a company, is
very well worth viewing. A large canal is dug and formed in mafonry of
hewn ftone, the walls four feet thnck leadlng under the bulldmg for the tide
coming in, ‘to turn the water wheels. It is then conduted in other equally
_well formed canals to a refervoir; and when the tide returns jit gives motion to
the wheels again. Three of thefe canals pafs’ under the building for contain-
ing 24 pairs of flones. Every part of the work is on a fcale of folidity and
duration, admirably executed. The c(hmatc .of the expenceis 8,0c0,000 liv.

(350,0001.)
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(350,0001.) ; but I know not how to credit fuch a fum. How far the ere@ion of -
fteam engines to do the fame bufinefs would have been found a cheaper method,
I (hall not enquire ; but I thould apprehend that the common water mills, on the
-Garonne, which ftart without fuch enormous expences for their power, muft in
the common courfe of common events ruin this’ company. The new houfes.
that are building in all quarters of the town, mark, too clearly to he mifunder-
ftood, the profperity of the place. The fkitts are every wheré compofed of new
fireets ; with ftill newer ones matked out, and partly built. Thefe houfes are
in general fmall, or on a middling fcale, for inferior tradefmen. They are all
of white ftone, and add, as they are. finithed, much to the beauty of the city..
I enquired into the date of thefe new fireets, and found that four or five years
were in general the period: that is to fay, fince the peace; and from the colour
of the flone of thofe ftreets next in age, it is plain that the fpirit of building
was at a ftop during the war. Since the peace they have gone on with great
ativity. What a fatire on the government of the two kingdoms, to permit
in one the prejudices of manufaGurers and merchants, and in the other the
infidious policy of an ambitious court, to hurry the two nations forever into
wars that check.all beneficial works, and fpread ruin wheére private exertion:
was bufied in deeds of profperity. The rent of houfes and lodgings rifes every
day, as it has done fince the peace confiderably, at the fame time that fo many
new houfes have been and are ereting, unites with the advance in the prices of
every thing: they complain that the expences of living have rifen in ten years.
full 30 per cent.—There can hardly be a clearer proof of an advance in pro-
fperity. ‘

. The commercial treaty with England being a fubje& too interefting not to have
demanded attention, we made the neceflary enquiries.—Here it is confidered
in a very different light from Abbeville and Rouen : at Bourdeaux they think it
a wife meafure, that tends equally to the benefit of both countries. This is not
- the place for being more particular on the trade of this town. _

We went twice to fee Larrive do his .two capital parts of the Black
Prince in Monf. du Belloy’s Piere' le Cruel, and Philo&ete, which’ gave me
a very high idea of the French theatre. The inns at this city are ex-
cellent ; the hotel d’Angleterre and the Prince of Afturias; at the latter we
- found every accommodation to be wifhed, but with an inconfiftence that can-
not be too much ‘condemned : we had very elegant apartments, and were ferved
on plate, yet the neceffary-houfe the fame temple of abomination that is to bs
met in a dirty village. )

The 28th. Leave Bourdeaux ;—crofs the river by a ferry, which employs
twent§-nine men and fifteen boats, and lets at 18,000 liv. (7871.) a year. The
view of the Garonne is very fine, appearing to the eye twice as broad as the

: Thames
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‘Thames at London ; and the number of large thips lying in it, makes it, I fup-~
pofe, the richef} water view that France has to boaft. From hence to the Dor-
donne, a noble river, though much inferior to the Garonne, which we crofs by
another ferry that lets at 6oooliv. Reach Cavignac.——20 miles.

The 29th. To Barbefieux, fituated in a beautiful country, finely diverfified
and wooded ; the marquifate of which, with the chateau, belongs to the duke
de la Rochefoucauld, whom we met here; he inherits this eftate from the fa-
mous Louvois, the minilter of Louis XIV. In this thirty-feven miles of
country, lying between the great rivers Garonne, Dordonne, and Charente, and
confequently in one of the beft parts of France for markets, the quantity of
wafte land is furprifing ; it is the predominant feature the whole way. Much
of thefe waftes belonged to the prince de Soubife, who would not fell any part
of them. Thus itis whenever you ftumble on a Grand Seigneur, even one that
was worth millions, you are fure to find his property defert. The duke of
Bouillon’s and this prince’s are two of the greateft properties in France; and
all the figns I have yet feen of their greatnefs, are waftes, Jandes, deferts, fern,
¥ing.—Go to their refidence, wherever it may be, and you would probably
find them in the midft of a foreft, very well peopled with deer, wild boars, and
wolves. Oh! if I was the legiflator of France for a day, I would make fuch
great lords {kip again *. We fupped with the duke de la Rochefoucauld; the
provincial affembly of Saintonge is foon to meet, and this nobleman, being
the prefident, is waiting for their aflembling.

The joth. Through a chalk country, well wooded, though without inclo-
{ures to Angouléme ; the approach to that town is fine ; the country around be-
ing beautiful with the fine river Charente, here navigable, flowing through it,
the effe& ftriking.——25 miles. '

The 31ft.  Quitting Angouléme, pafs through a country almoft covered with
vines, and acrofs a. noble wood belonging to the duchefs d’Anville, mother of
the duke de la Rochefoucauld, to Verteul, a chateau of the fame Lady, built
in 1459, where we found every thing that travellers could with in a hofpitable
.manfion. The Emperor Charles V. was entertained here by Anne de Polignac,
widow of Francis II. count de la Rochefoucauld, and that prince, faid alound,
w'avosr jamais été en maifon qui fentit mieux fa grande vertu bonnéteté & [feig-
neurie que celle Ja.—1It is excellently Kept; in thorough repair, fully furnithed, and
all in order, which merits praife, confidering that the family rarely are here for

re than a few days in a year, having many other and more confiderable feats
- 1n different parts of the kingdom. If this juft attention to the interefts of pofte-

# | can affure the reader that thefe fentiments. were thofe of the moment; the events that have
taken place almoft induced me to ftrike many fuch paflages out, but it is fairer to all parties to leave

- fhem. .
ity
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rity was more general, we fhould not fee the melancholy fpe@acle of ruined
chateaus in {o many parts of France. In the gallery is a range of portraits from
the tenth century ; by one of which it appears, that this eftate came by a Made-
moifelle la Rochefoucauld, in 1470. The park, woods, and river Charente here
are fine : the laft abounds greatly in carp, tench, and perch. Itis at any time
eafy to get from 5o to 100 brace of fith that weigh from three to 10lb. each:
_we had a brace of carp for fupper, the fweeteft, without exception, I ever taft-
ed. IfI pitched my tentin France, I thould choofe it to be by a river that gave
fuch fith. Nothing provokes one fo in a country refidence asa'lake, a river, or
the fea within view of the windows, and a dinner every day without fith, which
is fo common in England.——27 miles.

SepTeMBER 1ft. Pafs Caudec, Ruffec, Maifons-Blanches, and Chaunay.
At the firft of thefe places, view a very fine flour-mill built by the late count
de Broglio, brother of the marechal de Broglio, ohe of the ableft and moft ac-
tive officers in the French fervice. In his private capacity, his undertakings
were of a national kind ; this mill, an iron forge, and the proje& of a naviga-
tion, proved, that he had a difpofition for every exertion that could, according
to the prevalent ideas of the times, benefit his country; that is to fay, in every
way except. the one in which it would have been effe@®ive—pratical agriculture.
This day’s journey has been, with fome exceptions, through a poor, dull, and
difagreeable country.——35 miles. .

The 2d. Poitou, from what I fee of it, is an unimproved, poor, and ugly
“country. It feems to want communication, demand, and a&ivity of all kinds ;
nor does it, on an average, yield the half of what it might. The lower part of the
province is much richer and better.

Arrive at Poitiers, which is one of the worft built towns I have feen in France;
very large and irregular, but containing fcarcely any thing worthy of notice, ex-
cept the cathedral, which is well built, and very well kept.—The fineft thing
by far in the town is the promenade, which is the moft extenfive I have feen;
it occupies a confiderable fpace of ground, with gravelled walks, 6&c. excel-
lently kept.——12 miles. '

The 3d. - A white chalky country to Chateaurault, open, and thinly peopled,
though not without country-feats. That town has fome animation, owing to its
navigable river, which falls into the Loire. There is a confiderable cutlery
manufa@ure : we were no fooner arrived, than our apartment was full of the
wives and daughters of manufaturers, each with her box of knives, fciffars,
toys, 8zc. and with fo much civil folicitude to have fomething bought, that had
we wanted nothing it would have been impofiible to let fo much urgency prove
vain. It is remarkable, as the fabrics made here are cheap, that there is

fcarcely any divifion of labour in this manufa@ure; it is in the hands of dif- -

H tin&
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tin& and unconnected workmen, who go through every branch on their own
account, and without affiftance, except from their families.——25 miles.

The 4th. Pafs a better country, with many chateaus, to Les Ormes, where
we ﬁOpped to fee the feat built by the late count de Voyer d’Argenfon. ‘This
chateau is a large handfome, edifice of ftone, with two very confiderable wings
for offices and ftrangers’ apartments: the entrance is into a neat veftibule, at
the end of which is the faloon, a circular marble room, extremely elegant and
well furnithed: in the drawing-room are paintings of the four French vic-
tories of the war of 1744 : in every apartment there is a ftrong difpofition to
Englith furniture and modes. This pleafing refidence belongs at prefent to
the count dArgenfon The late count who built it formed with the prefent
duke of Grafton, in England, the fcheme of a very agreecable party. The
duke was to go over with his horfes and pack of fox-hounds, and live here for
fome months, with a number of friends. It originated in the propofal to hunt
French wolves with Englith fox-dogs. Nothing could be better planned than
the fcheme, for Les Ormes is large enough to have contained a numerous
party ; but the count’s death deftroyed the plan. This is a fort of intercourfe
between the nobility of two kingdoms, which I am furprifed does not .take
place fometimes ; it would vary the common {cenes of life very agreeably, and
_ be productive of fome of the advantages of travelling in the mof’c eligible
way .23 miles.

The sth. " Through a dead flat and unpleafant country, but on the fineft
road I have feen in France—nor does it feem poffible that any fhould be finer;
not arifing from great exertions, as in Languedoc, but from being laid flat
with admirable materials. Chateaus are fcattered every where in this part of
Touraine; but farm houfes and cottages thin, till you come in fight of -
the Loire, the banks of which feem one continued village. The vale,
through which that river flows, may be three miles over; a dead level of
burnt ruffet meadow.

The entrance of Tours is truly magnificent, by a new ftreet of large houfes,
built of hewn white ftone, with regular fronts. This fine ftreet, which is
wide, and with foot pavements on each fide, is cut in a ftrait line through
the whole city to the new bridge, of fifteen flat arches, each of feventy-five
feet fpan. It is altogether a noble exertion for the decoration of a provincial
town. Some houfes remain yet to be built, the fronts of which are done;
fome reverend fathers are fatisfied with their old habitations, and do not choofe
the expence of filling up the elegant defign of the Tours projectors; they
ought, however, to be unroofted if they will not comply, for fronts without
houfes behind them have a ridiculous appearance. From the tower of the

cathedral there is an extenfive view of the adjacent country; but the Loire,
. for
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for fo confiderable a river, and for being boafted as the moft beautiful in Eu-
rope, exhibits fuch a breadth of fhoals and fands as to be almoft fubverfive of
beauty. In the chapel of the old palace of Louis XI. Les Pleffis les Tours, are
three pitures which deferve the travellers notice ; a holy family, St. Catharine, -
and the daughter of Herod; they feem $o be of the beft age of Italian art.

There is a very fine promenade here; long and admirably (haded by four
rows of noble and lofty elms, which for fhelter againft a burning fun can have
no fuperior ; parallel with it is another on the rampart of the old walls, which
looks down on the adjacent gardens ; but thefe walks, of which the inhabit-
ants have long boafted, are at prefent objets of melancholy ; the corporation
has offered the trees to fale, and I was aflured they would be cut down the en-
fuing winter.—One would not wonder at an Englith corporation facrificing the
ladies’ walk for plenty of turtle, venifon, and madeira; but that a French
one fhould have fo little gallantry, is inexcufable.

The gth. The count de la Rochefoucauld having a feverith complaint -
when he arrived here, which prevented our proceeding on the journey, it be-
came the fecond day a confirmed fever; the beft phyfician of the place was
called in, whofe conduét I liked much, for he had recourfe to very little phyfick,
but much attention to keep his apartment cool and airy ; and feemed to have
great confidence in leaving nature to throw off the malady that oppreffed her.
Who is it that fays there is a great difference between a good phyfician and a
bad one; yet very little between a good one and none at all ?

Among other excurfions, I took a ride on the banks of the Loire towards
Saumur, and found the country the fame as near Tours; but the chateaus not
fo numerous or good. Where the chalk hills advance ‘perpendicularly towards
the river, they prefent a moft fingular fpetacle of uncommon habitations ; for
" a great humber of houfes are cut out of the white rock, fronted with mafonry,
and holes cut above for chimnies, fo that you fometimes know not where the
houfe is from which you fee the fmoke iffuing. Thefe cavern-houfes are in
fome places in tires one above another. Some with little {craps of gardens have
a pretty effect. In general, the proprietors occupy them; but many are let at
10, 12, and 15 liv. a year. The people I talked with feemed well fatisfied with
their habitations, as good and comfortable : a proof of the drynefs of the cli-
~ mate. In England the rheumatifm would be the chief inhabitant. Walked
to the Benedictine convent of Marmoutier, of whnch the cardinal de Rohan,
at prefent here, is abbot.

The 1oth. Nature, or the Tours doctor, having recovered the count, we fet for-
ward on our journey. The road to Chanteloup is made on an embankment, that
fecuresalargelevel tra@ from floods. The country more uninterefting than I could
have thought it poffible for the vicinity of a greatriver to be.—View Chantcloup,

H 2 the
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the magnificent feat of the late duke de Choifeul. It is fituated on ar ifing
ground, at fome diftance from the Loire, which in winter, or after great floods, -
is a fine object, but at prefent is fcarcely feen. The ground-floor in front
confifts of feven rooms: the dining-room of about thirty by twenty, and
the drawing-room thirty by thirty-three : the library is feventy-two by twen-
ty, but now fitted up by the prefent poffeflor, the duke de Penthievre, with
very beautiful tapeftry from the Gobelins.—In the pleafure-ground, on a hill
commanding a very extenfive profpe&, is a Chinefe pagoda, 120 feet high, built
by the duke, in commemoration of the perfons' who vifited him in his exile.
On the walls of the firft room in it their names are engraved on marble tablets.
The number and rank of the perfons do honour to the duke and to themfelves.
The idea was a happy one. The foreft you look down on from this.building is
very extenfive ; they fay eleven leagues acrofs : ridings are cut poihting to the
pagoda; and when the duke was alive, thefe glades had the mifchievous anima-
tion of a vaft hunt, fupported fo liberally as to ruin the mafter of it, and transfer-
_red the property of this noble eftate and: refidence from his family to the laft
hands I thould with to fee it in—a prince of the blood. Great lords love too
much an environ of foreft, boars, and huntfmen, inftead of marking their refi-
- dence by the accompanyment of neat and well cultivated farms, clean cottages,
and happy peafants. In fuch a method of fhewing their magnificence, rearing
forefts, gilding domes, or bidding afpiring columns rife, might be wanting ;
but they would have, inftead of them, ereCtions of comfort, eftablithments of
eafe, and plantations of felicity : and their harveft, inftead of the fleth of boars,
would be in the voice of chearful gratitude—they would fee public profperity
flourith on its beft bafis of private happinefs.—As a farmer, there is one feature
which thews the duke had fome merit ; he built-a noble cow-houfe ; a platform
leads along the middle, between two rows of mangers, with ftalls for feventy-two,
and another apartment, not fo large, for others, and for calves. He imported
120 very fine Swifs cows, and vifited them with his company every day, as they
were kept conﬁantly tied up. To this I may add the beft built fheep-
houfe I have feen in France: and I thought I faw from the pagoda part
‘of the farm better laid out and ploughed than common in the country, fo
that he probably imported fome ploughmen.—This has merit in it; but it was
all the merit of banithment. Chanteloup would neither have been built nor
decorated, nor furnithed, if the duke had not been exiled. It was the fame with
the duke d’Aguillon. Thefe minifters would have fent the country to the devil
before they would have reared fuch edifices, or formed fuch eftablithments, if they
had not both been fent from Verfailles. View the manufacture of fteel at Am-
boife, eftablithed by the duke de Choifeul. Vineyards the chief feature of

agriculture.——37 miles.
The
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The t11th. To Blois, an old town, ptettily fituated on the Loire, with a good.
fione bridge of eleven arches. We viewed the cafile, for the hiftorical monu-
ment it affords that has rendered it fo famous. They thew the room where the
council affembled, and the chimney in it before which the duke of Guife was
ftanding when the king’s page came to demand his prefence in the royal clofet =
‘the door he was entering when ftabbed : the tapeftry he was in the act of turn-
ing afide: the tower where his brother the cardinal fuffered ; with a hole in the:
floor into the dungeon of Louis XI. of which.the guide tells many horrible
ftories, in the fame tone, from having told them fo often, in which the fellow in
Weftminfler Abbey gives his- monotonous hiftory of the tombs. The be ficir-
cumftance attending the view of the fpots, or the walls within which great,
daring, or important a&ions have been performed, is the impreffion they make
on the mind, or rather on the heart of the fpeCator, for it is an emotion of feel-
ing, rather than an effort of refletion. The murders, or political executions
perpetrated in this caflle, though not uninterefting, were inflited on, and by
men that command neither our love, nor our veneration. The character of the.
period, and of the men that figured in it, were alike difgufting. Bigotry and -
ambition, equally dark, infidious, and bloody, allow no feelings of regret. The.
parties could hardly be better employed than in cutting each others throats,.
Quit the Loire, and pafs to Chambord. The quantity of vines is very great ;.
they have them very flourithing on a flat poor blowing fand. How well fatisfied
would my friend Le Blanc be if his pooreft fands at Cavenham gave him 100
dozen of good wine per acre per annum! See at one coup d’@1/ 2000 acres of,
them. View the royal chateau of Chambord, built by that magnificent prince.
Francis I. and inhabited by the late marechal de Saxe. I had heard much.
of this caftle, and it more than anfwered my expe@ation. .It gives a great idea.
of the.fplendor of that prince. Comparing the centuries, and the revenues of
Louis XIV. and Francis I. I prefer Chambord infinitely to Verfailles. The
apartments are large, numerous, and well contrived. I admired particularly the.
ftone ftair-cafe in the centre of the houfe, which, being in a double fpiral line,,
contains two diftin& ftair-cafes, one above another, by which means people are.
going up and down at the fame time, without feeing each other. The four
apartments in the attic, with arched ftone roofs, were in no mean tafte. One of -
thefe count Saxe turned into a neat well contrived theatre. We were thewn the.
apartment which that great foldier occupied, and the room in which he died..
Whether in his bed or not is yet a problem for anecdote hunters to folve.. A
report not uncommon in France was, that he was ran through the heart in.
a duel with the Prince of Conti, who came to Chambosd for that pur-
pofe ; and great care was taken to conceal it from the king (L.ouis XV.), who.
had fuch a friendfhip for the marechal, that he would certainly have driven the:
prince
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prince out of the kingdom. There are feveral apartments modernized, either
for the marechal or for the governors that have refided here fince. In one there
is a fine pi¢ure of Louis XIV. on horfeback. Near the caftle are the barracks
for the regiment of 14500 horfe, formed by marechal de Saxe, and which Louis
XV. gave him, by appointing them to garrifon Chambord while their colonel
made it his refidence. He lived here in great fplendour, and highly refpected
by his fovereign, and the whole kingdom.—The fituation of the caftle is bad ;
it is low, and without the leaft profpeét that is interefting ; indeed the whole
country is fo flat that a high ground is hardly to be found init. From the battle-
ments we faw the environs, of which the park or foreft forms three-fourths ; it
contains within a wall about 20,000 arpents, and abounds with all forts of game
to a degree of profufion. Great tracts of this park are wafte or under heath, &c.
or at leaft a very imperfe&t cultivation : I could not help thinking, that if the
king of France ever formed the idea of eftablithing one compleat and perfect
farm under the turnip culture of England, here is the place for it. Let him
affign the chateau for the refidence of the dire€tor and all his attendants ; and
the barracks, which are now applied to no ufe whatever, for ftalls for cattle,
and the profits of the wood would be fufficient to ftock and fupport the whole
undertaking. What comparifon between the utility of fuch an eftablithment,
and that of a much greater expence applied here at prefent for fupporting a
wretched haras (ftud), which has not a tendency but to mifchief! I may,
however, - recommend fuch agricultural eftablithments; but they never were
made in any country, and never will be, till mankind are governed on prin-
ciples abfolutely contrary to thofe which prevail at prefent—until fomething
more is thought requifite for a national hufbandry than academies and me-
moirs.——13¢ miles.

The 12th. In two miles from the park wall regain the high road on the
Loire. In difcourfe with a vigneron, we were informed that it froze this morn-
ing hard enough to damage the vines; and I may obferve, that for four or five
days paft the weather has been conftantly clear, with a bright fun, and fo cold
a north-eaft wind as to refemble much our cold clear weather in England in
April; we have all our great coats on the day through. Dine at Clarey, and view
the monument of that able but bloody tyrant Louis XI. in white marble; he
is reprefented in a kneeling pofture, praying forgivenefs, I fuppofe, which
doubtlefs was promifed him by his priefts for his bafeneffes and his murders.
Reach Orleans.—— 30 miles.

The 13th. Here my companions, wanting to return as foon as poffible to
Paris, took the dire& road thither; but, having travelled it before, I pre-
ferred that by Petivier. in the way to Fountainbleau. One motive for my taking
this road was its pafling by Denainvilliers, the feat of the late celebrated

Monf.
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Monf, du Hamel, and where he made thofe experiments in agriculture which

he has recited in many of his works. At Petivier I was juft by, and walked

thither for the pleafure of viewing grounds I had read of fo often, confidering

them with a fort of claffic reverence. His homime d’affaire, who condu@ed

the farm, being dead, I could not get many particulars to be depended upon.

Monf. Fougeroux, the prefent poflfeflor, was not at home, or I fhould doubt-.

lefs have had all the information I wifthed. I examined the foil, a principal

point in all experiments, when conclufions are to be drawn from them;

and I alfo took notes of the common hufbandry. Learning from the la--

bourer who attended me that the drill-ploughs, &c. were yet in being,

on a loft in one of the offices, I viewed them with pleafure, and found

them, as well as I can remember, very. accurately reprefented in the plates

which their ingenious author has given. I was glad to find them laid up

in a place out of common traffic, where they may remain fafe till fome other

farming traveller, as enthufiaflic as myfelf, may view the venerable re-

mains of a ufeful genius. Here is a ftove and bath for drying wheat, which
he alfo has defcribed. In an inclofure behind the houfe is a plantation of
various curious exotic trees, finely grown, alfo feveral rows of afth, elm, and

poplar along the roads, near the chateau, all planted by Monf. du Hamel. It

gave me ftill greater pleafure to find that Denainvilliers is not an inconfiderable

eftate. The lands extenfive; the chateau refpetable; ‘with offices, gardens,

&c. that prove it the refidence of a man of fortune; from which it appears,

that this indefatigable author, however he might have failed in fome of his

purfuits, met with that reward from his court which did it credit to beftow ;.
and that he was not, like others, left in obfcurity to the fimple. rewards which

ingenuity can confer on itfelf. Four miles before Malfherbs a fine plantation

of a row of trees on each fide the road begins, formed by Monf. de Malfherbs,

and -is a ftriking inftance of attention to decorating an open country. More

than two miles of them are mulberries. They join his other noble plantations -
at Maltherbs, which contain a great variety of the moft curious trees that have
been introduced in France.——36 miles,

The 14th.  After paﬁ'mg three miles through the foreft of Fontainbleau, ar~
rive at that town, and view the royal palace, which has been fo repeatedly added
to by feveral kings, that the fhare of Francis I. its original founder, is not
cafily afcertained. He does not appear to fuch advantage as at Chambord. - This
has been a favourite with the Bourbons, from there having been fo many Nim-
rods of that family.  Of the apartments which are fthewn here, the king’s, the
queen’s, monfieur’s, and madame’s, are the chief. Gilding feems the prevalent
decoration: but in the queen’s cabinet it is well and elegantly employed. The
painting of that delicious little room is exquifite; and nothing can exceed the

extremity
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cxtremity of ornament that is here with tafte beftowed. The tapeftries of
Beauvais and the Gobelins, arc {een in this palace to great advantage. I liked to
" fee the gallery of IFrancis I. preferved in its ancient ftate, even.to the andironsin
the chimney, which are thofe that ferved that monarch. The gardens are no-
thing ; and the grand canal, as it is called, not to be compared with that at
Chantilly. In the pond that joins the palace, are carp as large and as tame as
the Prince of Condé’s. The landlord of the inn at Fontainbleau thinks that
royal palaces thould not be feen for nothing ; he made me pay 10 liv. for a din-
ner, which would have coft me not more than half the money at the ftar and
garter at Richmond. Rcach Meulan.—— 34 miles.

The 15th.  Crofs, for a confiderable diftance, the royal oak foreft of Senir.—
About Montgeron, all open fields, which produce corn and partridges to eat it,
for the number is enormous. - There is on an average a covey of birds on every
two acres, befides favourite {pots, where they abound much more. At St.
George the Seine is a much more beautiful river than the Loire. Enter Paris
once more, with the fame obfervation I made before, that there is not one-
tenth of the motion on the roads around it that there is around London. To the
hotel de la Rochefoucauld.~——2c miles.

The 16th.” Accompanied the count de la Rochefoucauld to Liancourt.——
48 miles.

I went thither on a vifit for three or four days; but the whole family
contributed fo generally to render the place in every refpet agreeable,
that I ftaid more than three weeks. At about half a mile from the chateau
is a range of hill that was chiefly a neglected wafte: the duke of Lian-
court has lately converted this into a plantation, with winding walks,
benches, and covered feats, in the Englith ftyle of gardening. The fitua-
tion is very fortunate. Thefe ornamented paths follow the edge of the de-
<livity to the extent of three or four miles. The views they command are every
where pleafing, and in fome places great. Nearer to the chateau the dutchefs
of Liancourt has built a menagerie and dairy in a pleafing tafte. 'The cabinet and
anti-room are very pretty ; the faloon elegant, and the dairy entirely conftructed
of marble. At a village near Liancourt, the duke has eftablithed a manufac-
ture of linen and ftuffs mixed with thread and cotton, which promifes to be of -
confiderable utility ; there are 25 looms employed, and preparations making for
more. As the fpinning for thefe looms is alfo eftablithed, it gives employment
to great numbers of hands who were idle, for they have no fort of manufacture
in the country though it is populous. Such efforts merit great praife. Con-
neCed with this is the execution of an excellent plan of the duke’s for eftablith-
ing habits of induftry in the rifing generation. The daughters of the poor people
are received into an inftitution to be educated to ufeful induftry: they are in-

' ftructed
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ftructed in their religion, taught to writeand read, and to {pin cotton : are kept till
marriageable, and then a regulated proportion of their earnings given them as a
marriage portion. ‘There is another eftablithment of which I am not fo good a
judge; it is for training the orphans of foldiers to be foldiers themfelves. The
duke of Liancourt has raifed fome confiderable buildings for their accommoda-
tion well adapted to the purpofe. The whole is under the fuperintendance of a
worthy and intelligent officer, Monf. le Roux, captain of dragoons, and cruix de
St. Louis, who fees to every thing himfelf. There are at prefent 120 boys, all
drefled in uniform.—My ideas have all taken a turn which I am too old to
change: I thould have been better pleafed to fee 120 lads educated to the plough,
in habits of culture fuperior to the prefent; but certainly the-eftablithment is
humane, and the conduét of it excellent.

The ideas I had formed, before I came to France, of a country refi-
dence in that kingdom, I found at Liancourt to be far from corre@. I-
expe@ed to find it a mere transfer of Paris to the country, and that all the
burthenfome forms of a city were preferved, without its pleafures; but I
was deceived : the mode of living, and the purfuits, approach much nearer
to the habits of a great nobleman’s houfe in England, than would com-
monly be conceived. A breakfaft of tea for thofe that chofe to repair toit;
riding, fporting, planting, gardening, till dinner, and that not till half after
two o’clock, inftead of their old fathioned hour of twelve ; mufic, chefs, and the
other common amufements of a rendezvouz-room, with an excellent library
of feven or eight thoufand volumes, were well calculated to make the time pafs
agreeably; and to prove that there is a great approximation in the modes of
living at prefent in the different countries of Europe. Amufements, in truth,
ought to be numerous within doors ; for, in fuch a climate, none are to be de-
pended on without : the rain that has fallen here is hardly credible. I have,
for five-and-twenty years paft, remarked in England, that I never was prevented
by rain from taking a walk every day without going out while it a&ually rains ;
it may fall heavily for many hours; but a perfon who watches an opportunity
gets a walk or aride. Since I have been at Liancourt, we have had three days
in fucceffion of fuch inceffantly heavy rain, that I could not go an hundred yards
from the houfe to the duke’s pavilion, without danger of being quite wet. For

_ten days more rain fell here, I am confident, had there been a gauge to meafure it,
than ever fell in England in thirty. The prefent fathion in France, of pafling
fome time in the country is new ; at this time of the year, and for many weeks
paft, Paris is, comparatively fpeaking, empty. Every body that have country-
feats are at them ; and thofe who have none vifit others who have. This re-
markable revolution in the French manners is certainly one of the beft cuftoms
they have taken from England; and its introduction was effected the eafier, be-
ing affifted by the magic of Rouffeau’s writings, Mankind are much indebted

I to
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to that fplendid genius, who, when living, was hunted from country to country,
to feek an afylum, with as much venom as if he had been 2 mad dog; thanks to
the vile fpirit of bigotry, which has not yet received its death’s wound. Women
of the firft fathion in France are now athamed of not nurfing their own children ;
and ftays are univerfally profcribed from the bodies of the poor infants, which
were for fo many ages tortured in them, as they are ftill in Spain. The country
refidence may not have effe@ts equally obvious; but they will be no lefs fure in
the end, and in all refpe@s beneficial to every clafs in the ftate.

The duke of Liancourt being prefident of the provincial affembly of the ele&tion
of Clermont, and pafling feveral days there in bufinefs, afked me to dine with the
affembly, as he faid there were to be fome confiderable farmers prefent. Thefe
aflemblies, which had been propofed many years paft by the French patriots, and
efpecially by the marquis de Mirabeau, the celebrated /’am: des hommes; which
had been treated by M. Necker, and which were viewed with eyes of jealoufy
by certain perfons who withed for no better government than one whofe abufes
were the chief foundation of their fortunes; thefe affemblies were to me intereft-
ing to fee. I accepted thé invitation with pleafure. Three confiderable farm-
ers, renters, not proprietors of land, were members, and prefent. I watched their
carriage narrowly, to fee their behaviour in the prefence of a great lord of the
firft rank, confiderable property, and high in royal favour; and it was with
pleafure that I found them behaving with becoming eafe and freedom, and
though modeft, and without any thing like flippancy, yet without any ob-
fequioufnefs offenfive- to Englith ideas. They ftarted their opinions freely,

and adhered to them with becoming confidence. A more. fingular fpec-

tacle, was to fee two ladies prefent at a dinner of this fort, with five or fix and
twenty gentlemen ; fuch a thing could not happen in England. To fay that the
French manners, in this refpe&, are better then our own, is the aflertion of an
obvious truth. If the ladies are not prefent at meetings where the converfation
has the greateft probability of turning on fubje@s of more importance than the
frivolous topics of common difcourfe, the fex muft either remain on one hand in
ignorance, or,on the other, filled with the foppery of over education, learned,
affeGted, and forbidding. The converfation of men, not engaged in trifling pur-
fuits, is the beft fchool for the education of a woman.

The political converfation of every cpmpany I have feen has turned much more
on the affairs of Holland than on thofe of France. The preparations going on
for a war with England, are in the mouths of all the world; but the finances
of France are in fuch a ftate of derangement, that the people beft informed affert
a war to be impoffible ; the marquis of Verac, the late French ambaffador at the
Hague, who was fent thither, as the Englith politicians affert, expreflly to bring
about a revolution in the government, has been at Liancourt three days. It
may cafily be fuppofed, that he is cautious in what he fays in fuch a mixed com-

) pany ;
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pany ;. but it is plain enough, that he is well perfuaded that that revolution,
change, or leflening the Stadtholder’s power ; that plan, in a word, whatever it
was, for which he negotiated in Holland, had for fome time been matured and
ready for éxecution, almoft without a poffibility of failure, had the count de Ver-
genhes confented, and not fpun out the bufinefs by refinement on refinement, to
make himfelf the more neceffary to the French- cabinet ; and it unites with the
idea of fome fenfible Dutchmen, with whom I have converfed on the fubje&.
During my ftay at Liancourt, my friend Lazow{ki accompanied me on a little:
excurfion of two days to Ermenonville, the celebrated feat of the marquis de Gi-
sardon. We paffed by Chantilly to Morefountain, the country-feat of Monf. de

Morefountain, prevef des merchands ot Paris; the place has been mentioned as.

decorated in the Englith ftyle. It confifts of two icenes ; one a garden of wind-
ing walks, and ofnamented with a profufion of temples, benches, grottos,.
celumns, ruins, and I know not what: I hope the French who have not been
in England, do not confider this as the Englith tafte. It is in fa& as remcte
from it as the moft regular ftile of the laftage. The water view is fine. There
is a gaiety and chearfulnefs in it that contraft well with the brown and unplea-
fing hills that furround it, and which partake of the wafte chara&er of the worft
part of the furrounding country. Much has been done here ; and it wants but
~ few.additions to be as perfet as the ground admits.

Reach Ermenonville, through another part of the prince of Conde’s foreft,
which joins the ornamented grounds of the marquis Girardon. This place,

after the refidence and death of the perfecuted but immortal Roufleau, whofe

tomb every one knows is here, became fo famous as to be reforted "to very
generally. It has been defcribed, and plates publithed of the chief views; to
enter into a particular defcription would therefore be tirefome, I fhall only
make one or two obfervations, which I do not recolle® having been touched
on by others. It confifts of three diftint water fcenes; or of two lakesand a
river. We were firft fhewn that which is fo famous for the fmall ifle of poplars,
in which repofes all that was mortal of that extraordinary and inimitable writer.

This fcene is as well imagined, and as well executed as could be withed. The .

water is between forty and fifty acres ; hills rife from it on both fides, and it
is fufficiently clofed in by tall wood at both ends, to render it fequeftered.
The remains of departed genius flamp a melancholy idea, from whith decora-

tion would depart too much, and accordingly there is little.. 'We viewed the -

fcene in a flill evening. The declining fun threw a lengthened fhade on the
lake, and filence feemed to repofe on its unruffled bofom ; as fome poet fays, I
forget who. The worthies to whom the temple of philofophers is dedicated,
and whofe names are marked on the columns, are, NEwToN, Lucem.—DEs=
CARTES, Nil in rebus inane.~VoLTAIRE, Ridiculum.~RoussEAavu, Naturam.

Iz2 , And
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—And on another unfinithed column, Quis hoc perficiet £ “"The other lake is
larger; it nearly fills the bottom of the vale, around which are fome rough,
rocky, wild, and barren fand hills; either broken or fprcad with heath; In
fome places wooded, and in others f{cattered thinly with j _]umpers The charac-
ter of the fcene is that of wild and undecorated nature, in which ‘the hand of
art was meant to be concealed as much as was confiftent with eafe of accefs.

The laft fcene is that of a river, which is made to wind through a lawn, reced-
ing from the houfe, and broken by wood: the ground is not fortunate; it is
too dead a flat, and no where viewed to much advantage. -

From Ermenonville we went, the morning after, to Braflfeufe, the feat of
Madame du Pont, fifter of the dutchefs of Liancourt. What was my furprize
at finding this vifcountefs a great farmer! A French lady, young enough to
enjoy all the pleafures of Paris, living in the country and minding her farm,
was an unlooked for fpectacle. She has probably more lucerne thag any other
perfon in Europe—250 arpents. She gave me, in a moft unaffeGted and agree-
able manner, both lucerne and dairy intelligence ; but of that more elfewhere.
Returned to Liancourt by Pont, where there is a handfome bridge, of three arches,
the conftruction uncommon, each pier confifting of four pillars, with a towing-
path under one of the arches for the barge-horfes, the river being navigable.

Amongft the morning amufements I partook at Liancourt was /a chaffe.
In deer fhooting, the fportfimen place themnfelves at diftances around a wood,

then beat it, and feldomn more than one in a company gets a fhot; it is more
tedious than is eafily conceived: like angling, inceflant expetation, and
perpetual difappointment. Partridge and hare fhooting are almoft as different
from that of England. We took this diverfion in the fine vale of Catnoir, five
or fix miles from Liancourt; arranging ourfelves in a file at about thirty yards
from perfon to perfon, and each with a fervant and a loaded gun, ready to pre-
{fent when his mafter fires : thus we marched acrofs and crofs the vale, treading
up the game. Four or five brace of hares, and twenty brace of partridges
were the fpoils of the day. I like this mode of fhooting but little better than
waiting for deer. The beft circumftance to me of exercife in company (it was
not {o once) is the feftivity of the dinner at the clofe of the day. To enjoy
this, it muft not be puthed to great fatigue. Good fpirits, after violent exercile,
are aluays the affe@ation of filly young folks (1l remember being that fort of
fool myfelf, when I was young), but with fomething.more than moderate, the
exhileration of body is in unifon with the flow of temper, and agreeable com-
pany is then delicious. On fuch days as thefe we were too late for the re-
gular dinner, and had one by ourfelves, with no other drefling than the refreth-
ment of cledn linen; and thefe were not the repafts when the dutchefs’s cham-
paigne had the worft flavour. A man is not worth hanging that does not drink

a little .
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a little too much on fuch occafions: mais prenez-y-gardz : repeat it often; and
‘make it a mere drinking party, the luftre of the pleafure fades, and you be-
come what was an Englith fox-hunter. One day while we were thus dining
‘& I’ Anglois, and drinking the plough, the chace, and I know not what, the
dutchefs of Liancourt and fome of her ladies came in fport to fee us. It was
a moment for them to have betrayed ill-nature in the contempt of manners not
French, which they might have endeavoured to conceal under a laugh:—
but nothing of this; it was a good humoured curiofity; a natural inclination
to fee others pleafed and in fpirits. Ils ont été de grands chaffeurs aujourd’but,
faid one. Ob! ils sapplaudiffent de leurs exploites. Do they drink the gun?
faid another. Leurs maitreffes certainement, added a third. Faime a les voir
en gaidté ; 1ly a quelque chofé d’aimable dans tout ceci. 'To note fuch trifles may
feem fuperfluous to many : but what is life when trifles are withdrawn? and
they mark the temper of a nation better than objes of importance. In the
moments of council, vi&ory, flight, or death, mankind, I fuppofe, are nearly
the fame. Trifles difcriminate better, and the number is infinite that gives me
an opinion of the good temper of the French. I am fond neither of a man
nor a recital that can appear only on ftilts, and drefled in holiday geers. It is
every-day feelings that decide the colour of our lives ; and he who values them
the moft plays the beft for the ftake of happinefs. But itis time to quit Lian-
court, which I do with regret. Take leave of the good old dutchefs, . whofe
hofpitality and kindnefs ought long to be remembered.——51 miles.

The gth, 10th, and 11th. Return by Beauvais and Pontoife, and enter Paris
for the fourth time, confirmed in the idea that the roads immediately leading
_to that capital are deferts, comparatively fpeaking, with thofe of London. By

what means can the conne@ion be carried on with the country ? - The French
muft be the moft ftationary people npon earth, when in a place they muft reft
without a thought of going to another. Or the Englith muft be the moft reft-
lefs ; and find more pleafure in moving from one place to another, than in reft-
ing to enjoy life in either. If the French nobility went to their country feats
only when exiled there by the court, the roads could not be more folitary ==
25 miles. ‘

The 12th. My intention was to take lodgings; but on arriving at the hotel
de la Rochefoucauld, I found that my hofpitable dutchefs was the fame perfon
at the capital as in the country ; the had ordered an apartment to be ready for me.
It grows fo late in the feafon, that I fhall make no other ftay in this capital
than what will be neceflary for viewing public buildings. This will unite well
enough with delivering fome letters I brought to a few men of {cience ; and it will

' leave me the evenings for the theatres, of which there are many in Paris. In

throwing on paper a rapid coup d’w@il, of what I fee of a city, fo well known in
England,

.
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England, I fhall be apt to delineate my own ideas and feelings, perhaps more
than the objes themfelves ; and be it remembered, that I profefs to dedicate this
carelefs itinerary to trifles, much more than to objecs that are of real confequence.
From the tower of the cathedral, the view of Paris is complete. It is a vaft
city, even to the eye that has feen London from St. -Paul’s; being circular,
gives 4n advantage to Paris ; but a much greater is the atmofphere. It is now fo
clear, that one would fuppofe it the height of fummer : the clouds of coal-fmoke
that epvelope London, always prevent a diftiné view of that capital, but I take
it to be one-third at leaft larger than Paris. The buildings of the parliament-
houfe are disfigured by a gilt and taudry gate, and a French roof. The hotel
des Monoies is a fine building ; and the fagade of the Louvre one of the moft
elegant in the world, becaufe they have (to the eye) no roofs ; in proportion as a
roof is feen a building fuffers. I do not recolle¢t one edifice of diftinguithed
beauty (unlefs with domes) in which the roof is not fo flat as to be hidden, or
nearly fo. What eyes then muft the French archite&s have had, to have loaded
fo many buildings with coverings of a height deftrutive of all beauty? Put fuch
a roof as we fee on the parliament-houfe or on the Thuilleries, upon the fagade
of the Louvre, and where would its beauty be ?—At night to the opera, which
I thought a good theatre, till they told me it was built in fix weeks ; and then
, it became good for nothing in my eyes, for I fuppofe it will be tumbling down
in fix years. Durability is one of the eflentials of building: what pleafure would

a beautiful front of painted pafteboard give? ‘The Alcefte of Gluck was per-

formed ; that part by Mademoifelle St. Huberti, their firft finger, an exeellent
atrefs. As to fcenes, drefles, decorauons, dancing; &c. this theatre beats the
Haymarket to nothing.

The 1%th. Acrofs Paris to the rue des blancs Manteaux, to Monf. Brouf-
fonet, fecretary of the Society of Agriculture; he is in Burgundy. . Called on
Mr. Cook from London, who is at Paris with his drill-plough, waiting for wea-
ther to fthew its performance to the duke of Orleans : this is a French idea, im-
proving France by drilling. A man fhould learn to walk before he learns to
dance. There is agility in cutting capers, and it may be done with grace ; but
where is the neceflity to cut them at all. There has been much rain to day;
and it is almoft incredible to a perfon ufed to London, how dirty the ftreets of
Paris are, and how horribly inconvenient and dangerous walking is without a
foot-pavement. We had a large party at dinner, with politicians among
them, and fome interefting converfation on the prefent ftate of France. The
feeling of every body feems to be that the archbifhop will not be able to do any
thing towards exonerating the ftate from the burthen of its prefent fituation ;
fome think that he has not the inclination ; others that he has not the courage;
othérs that he has not the ability. By fome he is thought to be attentive only

to
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to his own intereft ; and by others, that the finances are too much deranged to
be within the power of any fyftem to recover, fhort of the ftates-general of the
kingdom ; and that it is impofiible for {fuch an affembly to meet without a revo-
lution in the government enfuing. All feem to think that fomething extraor-

i dmary will happen ; and a bankruptcy is an idea not at all uncommon. But who
is there that will have the courage to make it ?

The 14th. To the benedictine abbey of St Germain, to fee pillars of African
marble, &c. It isthe richeft abbey in France: the abbot has 300,000 liv. a
year (13,1251.) Ilofe my patience at fuch revenues being thus beftowed ; con-
fiftent with the fpirit of the tenth century, but not with that of the eighteenth.
What a noble farm would the fourth of this income eftablith ! what turnips,
what cabbages, what potatoes, what clover, what theep, what wool |—Are not
thefe things better than a fat ecclefiaftic? If an altive Englith farmer was
mounted behind this abbot, I think he would do more good to France with half
the income than half the abbots of the kingdom with the whole of theirs. Pafs
the baftile ; another pleafant object to make agreeable emotions vibrate in a
man’s bofom. I fearch for good farmers, and run my head at every turn againft
monks and ftate prifons.—To the arfenal, to wait on Mon{. Lavoifier, the
celebrated chemift, whofe theory of the non-exiftence of phlogifton, has made
as miuch noife in the chemical world as that of Stahl, which eftablithed its
exiftence. Dr. Prieftley had given me a letter of introduction. I men-
tioned in the courfe of converfation his laboratory, and he appointed Tuefday.
By the Boulevards, to the Place Louss XV, which is not properly a fquare, but
a very noble entrance toa great city. The facades of the two buildings erected
are highly finithed. The union of the Place Louis XV. with the champs
Elifées, the gardens of the Thuilleries and the Seine is open; airy, elegant,
and fuperb ; and is the moft agreeable and beft built part of Paris; here
one can be clean and breathe freely. But by far the fineft thing I have yet feen.
at Paris is the Halle aux bleds, or corn market: it is a vaft rotunda ; the roof
entirely of wood, upon a new principle of carpentry, to defcribe which would
demand plates and long explanations ; the gallery is 150 yards round, confe-
quently the diameter is as many feet : it is as light as if fufpended by the fairies.
In the grand area, wheat, peafe, beans, lentils, are ftored and fold. In the fur-
rounding divifions, flour on wooden ftands. You pafs by ftair-cafes doubly
winding within each other to fpacious apartments for rye, barley, oats, &c.
The whole is fo well planned, and fo admirably executed, that I know of no
public building that exceeds it in either France or England. And if an appro-
priation of the parts to the conveniences wanted, and an adaptation of every cir-
cumftance to the end required, in union with that elegance which is confiftent
with ufe, and that magnificence which refults from ftability and duration are

the
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the criteria of public edifices, I know nothing that equals it :—it has but one
fault, and that is fituation ; it fhould have been upon the banks of the river, for
the convenience of unloading barges withoat land carriage. In the evening, to
the Comedie Italienne, the edifice fine ; and the whole quarter regular and new
built, a private {peculation of the duke de Choifeul, whofe family has a box
entailed for ever.~L’Aimant jaloux. Here is a young finger, Mademoifelle.
Rénard, with fo {weeta voice, that if fhe {fung Italian, and had been taught
in Italy, would have made a delicious performer.

. To the tomb of Cardinal de Richlieu, which is a noble produion of genius :
by far the fineft ftatue I have feen. Nothing can be withed more eafy and
graceful than the attitude of the cardinal, nor more expreffive nature than the
figure of weeping fcience. Dine with my friend at the Palais Royale, at a
coffee-houfe ; well drefled people ; every thing clean, good, and well ferved:
but here, as every where elfe, you pay a good price for good things ; we ought
never to forget that a low price for bad things is not cheapnefs. In the evening
to /' Ecole des Peres, at the Comedie Frangaife, a crying Jlarmoyant thing. This
theatre, the principal one at Paris, is a fine building, with a magnificent portico. -
After the circular theatres of France, how can any one relith our ill-contrived
oblong holes of London ? : »

The 16th. To Monf. Lavoifier, by appointment. Madame Lavoifier, a
lively, fenfible, fcientific lady, had prepared a dejeuné Anglois of tea and coffee,
but her converfation on Mr. Kirwan’s Effay on Phlogifton, which fhe is tranflat-
ing from the Englith, and on other fubjeés, which a woman of underftanding,

_that works with her hufband in his laboratory, knows how to adorn, was the
beft repaft. That apartment, the operations of which have been rendered fo in-
terefting to the philofophical world, I had pleafure in viewing. In the apparatus
for zrial experiments, nothing makes {o great a figure as the machine for burning
inflammable and vital air, to make, or depofit water; it is a fplendid machine.
Three veffels are held in fufpenfion with indexes for marking the immediate
variations of their weights; two that are as large as half hogtheads, contain the
one inflammable, the other the vital air, and a tube of communication paffes to
the third, where the two airs unite and burn; by contrivances, too complex to
defcribe without plates, the lofs of weight of the two airs, as indicated by their
refpeQive balances, equal at every moment to the gain in the third veffel from the
formation or depofition of the water, it not being yet afcertained whether the
water be actually made or depofited. If accurate (of which I muft confefs Thave
little conception), it is a noble machine. Mon{. Lavoifier, when the ftructure
of it was commended, faid, Mais oii monfieur, & méme par un artifte Francois !
with an accent of voice that admitted their general inferiority to ours. Itis well
known that we havea confiderable exportation of mathematical and other curious

inftruments
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inftruments to every part of Europe, and to France amongift the reft. Nor is
this new, for the apparatus with which the French academicians meafured a
degree in the polar circle was made by Mr. George Graham *. Another engine
Monf. Lavoifier thewed us was, an ele@rical apparatus inclofed in a balloon, for
trying eleCtrical experiments in any fort of air. His pond of quickfilver is confi-
derable, containing 250lb. and his water apparatus very great, but his furnaces
did not feem fo well calculated for the higher degrees of heat as fome others I
have feen. I wasglad to find this gentleman fplendidly lodged, and with every
appearance of a man of confiderable fortune. This ever gives one pleafure : the
employments of a State can never be in better hands than of men who thus apply
the fuperfluity of their wealth.  From the ufe that is generally made of money,
one would think it the affiftance of all others of the leaft confequence in affet-
ing any bufinefs truly ufeful to mankind, many of the great difcoveries that
have enlarged the horizon of fcience having been in this refpet the refult of means
feemingly inadequate to the end: the energic exertions of ardent minds, burft-
ing from obfcurity, and breaking the bands inflited by poverty, perhaps by
diftrefs. To the botel des invalids, the major of which eftablithment had
the goodnefs to fhew the whole of it. In the evening to Monf. Lo-
mond, a very ingenious and inventive mechanic, who has made an improve-
ment of the jenny for f{pinning cotton. Common machines are faid to
make too hard a thread for certain fabrics, but this forms it loofe and
fpongy. In eleCtricity he has made a remarkable difcovery: you write two or
three words on a paper ; he takes it with him into a room, and turns a machine in-
clofed in a cylindrical cafe, at the top of which isan ele@rometer, a fmall fine
pith ball; a wire connects with a fimilar cylinder and ele@rometer in a diftant
apartment ; and his wife, by remarking the correfponding motions of the ball,
writes down the words they indicate : from which it appears that he has formed
an alphabet of motions. As the length of the wire makes no difference in the
effe@, a correfpondence might be carried on at any diftance: within and without .
a befieged town, for inftance ; or for a purpofe much more worthy, and a thou-
fand times more harmlefs, between two lovers prohibited or prevented fromany
better conne@ion. Whatever the ufe may be, the invention is beautiful. Monf.
Lomond has many other curious machines, all the entire work of his own
hands : mechanical invention feems to be in him a natural propenfity. In the
evening to the Comedie Frangagfe. Mola did the Bourru Bienfaifant, and it is
not eafy for ating to be carried to greater perfection.

The 17th. 'To Monf. 'Abbé Meffier, aftronomer royal, and of the Academy
of Sciences. . View the exhibition, at the Louvre, of the Academy’s paintings.
For one hiftory piece in our exhibitions at London here are ten; abundantly

* Whitchurft’s Formation of the Earth, 2d edit. p. 6.
K more
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more than to balance the difference between an annual and biennial exhi-
bition: Dined to-day with a party, whofe. converfation was entirely po-
litical. Monf. de Calonne’s Requéte au Ros is come over, and all the world are
reading and difputing’on it. It feems, however, generally agreed that, without
exonerating himfelf from the charge of the agiotage, he has thrown no inconfi-
derable load on the fhoulders of the archbifhop of Toulouze, the prefent premier,
who will be puzzled to get rid of the attack. But both thefe minifters were
condemned on all hands in the lump; as being abfolutely unequal to the diffi-
culties of fo arduous a period. One opinion pervaded the whole company, that
they are on the eve of fome great revolution in the government: that every
thing points to it : the confufion in the finances great ; with a deficst impoffible
to provide for without the ftates-general of the kingdom, yet no ideas formed of
what would be the confequence of their meeting : no minifter exifting, or to
be looked to in or out of power, with fuch decifive talents as to promife any
other remedy than palhatwe ones: a prince on the throne, with excellent dif-
pofitions, but without the refources of a mind that could govern in fuch a mo-
ment without minifters: a court buried in pleafure and diffipation; and add-

ing to the diftrefs, ‘inftead of endeavouring to be placed in a more independent
fituation : a great ferment amongft all ranks of men, who are eager for fome ‘
change, without knowing what to look to, or to hope for: and a ftrong leaven
of liberty, increafing every hour fince the American revolution ; altogether form
a combination of circumftances that promife €’er long to ferment into motion,
if fome mafler hand, of very fuperior talents, and inflexible courage, is not found
at the helm to guide events, inftead of being driven by them. Itisvery remark-
able, that fuch converfation never occurs, but a bankruptcy is a topic: the
curious queftion on which is, would a bankruptcy occafion a civil war, and a
total overthrow of the government? The an{wers that I have received to this
queftion, appear to be juft : fuch a meafure, condu&ed by a man of abilities, vi-
gour, and firmnefs, would certainly not occafion either one or the other. But
the fame meafure, attempted by a man of a different character, might pofiibly
do both. All agree, that the ftates of the kingdom cannot affemble without
more liberty being the confequence ; but I meet with fo few men that have any
juft ideas of freedom, that I queftion much the fpecies of this new liberty that
is to arife. They know not how to value the privileges of THE PEOPLE: as
to the nobility and the clergy, if a revolution added any. thmg to their fcale, I
think it would do more mifchief than good LA

# In tranfcribing thefe papers for the prefs, I fmile at fome remarks and circumftances which events
have fince placed in a fingular pofition ; but I alter none of thefe paffages ; they explain what were
the opinions in France, before the revolution, on topics of importance ; and the events which have
fince,taken place render them the more interefting.  Juns, 1790, Th
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The 18th. To the Gobelins, which is undoubtedly the firft manufaure of
tapeftry in the world, and fuch an one as could be fupported only by a crowned
head. In the evening to that incomparable comedy La Metromanie, of Pyron,
and well a&ed. The more I fee of it the more I like the French theatre ; and
have no doubt in preferring it far to our own. Writers, actors, buildings, fcenes,
decorations, mufic, dancing, take the whole in a mafs, and it is unrivalled by

" London. We have certainly a few brilliants of the firft water; but throw all
in the fcales, and that of England kicks the beam. I write this paffage with a
lighter heart than I fhould do were it giving the palm to the French plough.

The 19th. To Charenton, near Paris, to fee /’Ecole Veterinaire, and the
farm of the Royal Society of Agriculture. Monf. Chabert, the directeur-gene-
ral, received us with the moft attentive politenefs. Mon{. Flandrein, his affift-
ant, and fon-in-law, I had had the pleafure of knowing in Suffolk. They thewed
-the whole veterinary eftablithment, and it does honour to the government of
France. It was formed in 1766: in 1783 a farm was annexed to it, and four
other profefforthips eftablithed ; two for rural ceconomy, one for anatomy, and

another for chemiftry.—I was informed that Monf. d’Aubenton, who is at the
head of this farm with a falary of 6oco liv. a year, reads leGures of rural eecono-
my, particularly on fheep, and that a flock was for that purpofe kept in exhibi-
tion. There is a fpacious and convenient apartment for difle&ting horfes and
other.animals ; a large cabinet, Where the moft interefting parts of all do-
meftic dnimals are preferved in fpirits; and alfo of fuch parts of their bodies
that mark the vifible effe@ of diftempers. . This is very rich. This, with a '
fimilar one near Lyons, is kept up (exclufive of the addition of 1783), at the
moderate expence, as appedrs by the writings of M. Necker, of about 60,000
iiv. (2600].) Whence, as in many other inftances, it appears that the moft ufe-
ful things coft the' leaft. There are at prefent about one hundred eléves from
different parts of the kingdom, as well as from every country in Europe, except
England ; a firange exception, confidering how grofily ignorant our farriers are ;
and that the whole expence of fupporting a young man here does not exceed
forty louis 2-year; nor more than four years neceffary for his complete in-
ftru&ion.” As.to the farm, it is under the condué& of a great naturalift, high
in royal academies of fcience, and whofe name is celebrated through Europe
for merit in fuperior branches of knowledge. It would argue in me a want of
judgment in human nature," to expeét good practice from fuch men. They
would probably think it beneath their purfuits and fituation in life to be good
ploughmen, turnip-hoers, and fhepherds; I fhould therefore betray my own
ignorance of life, if I was to exprefs any furprize at finding this farm in a fitua-
tion that——1I had rather forget thanadefcribe. In the evening, to a field much
more fuccefsfully cultivated, Mademoifelle St. Huberti, in the Penelope of Picini.
' K 2 The
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The 20th. To the Ecole Militaire, eftablithéd by Louis XV. for the educa-
tion of 140 youths, the fons of the nobility; fuch eftablithments are equally
ridiculous and unjuft. To educate the fon of a man who cannot afford the edu~
cation himfelf, is a grofs injuftice, if you do not fecure a fituation in life anfwer=-
able to that education. If you do fecure fuch a (ituation, you deftroy the refult
of the education, becaufe nothing but merit ought to give that fecurity. If you
educate the children of men, who are well able to give the education themfelves,
you tax the people who cannot afford to educate their children, in order to eafe
thofe who can well afford the burthen; and in fuch inftitutions, this 1s fure
to be the cafe. At night to I Ambigu Comigue, a pretty little theatre, with
plenty of rubbifh on it. Coffee-houfes on the boulevards, mufic, noife, and
Jilles without end ; every thing but fcavangers and lamps. The mud is a foot
deep ; and there are parts of the boulevards without a fingle light.

The 21ft. Monf. de Brouflonet being returned from Burgundy, I had -the
pleafure of paffing a couple of hours at his lodgings very agreeably. He is
a man of uncommon acivity, and poflefled of a great variety of ufeful knowledge
in every branch of natural hxﬁory 5 and he fpeaks Englith perfe@tly well. Itis
wery rare that a gentleman is feen better qualified for a poft than Monf. de
Brouflonet for that which he occupies, of fecretary to a Royal Society.

The 22d. To the bridge of Neuilié, faid to be the fineft in France. Itis by far
- the moft beautiful one I have any where feen. It confifts of five vaft arches ; flat,
from the Florentine model ; and all of equal fpan; a mode of building incompa-
rably more elegant, and more ftriking than our fyftem of different fized arches.
“To the machine at Marly ; which ceafes to make the leaft impreflion. Madame
du Barré’s refidence, Lufienne, is on the hill juft above this machine; fhe has
built a pavilion on the brow of the declivity, for commanding the profpe&, fitted
up and decorated with much elegance. There is a table formed of Seve porcelain,
exquifitely done. I forget how many thoufand louis d’ors it coft. The French,
to whom I fpoke of Lufienne, exclaimed againft miftrefles and extravagance,
with more violence than reafon in my opinion. 'Who, in common fenfe, would
deny a king the amufement of a miftrefs, provided he did not make a bufinefs of
his play-thing ? Mais Frederic le Grand avoit-il une maitrefle, lui fafoit-il batir
des pavillons, et les meubloit-il de tables de porcelaine # No : but he had that which
was fifty times worfe: a king had better make love to a handfome woman than
to one of his neighbour’s provinces. The king of Pruffia’s miftrefs coft an hun-
dred millions fterling, and the lives of 500,000 men; and before the reign of
that miftrefs is over, may yet coft as much more. The greateft genius and
talents are lighter than a feather, weighed philofophically, if rapine, war, and
conqueft, are the effects of them.

To St. Germain’s, the terrace of which is very fine. Monf. de Brouflonet

met
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met me here, and we dined with Monf. Breton, at the maréchal duc de Noailles,
who has a good calle&ion of curious plants. Here is the fineft fopbora japo-
nica 1 have feen.——10 miles. -
The 23d. To Trianon, to view the Queen’s Fardin Anglois. 1had a letter to
Monf. Richard, which procured admittance. It contains about 100 acres, dif-
pofed in the tafte of what we read of in books of Chinefe gardening, whence
it is fuppofed the Englith ftyle was taken., There is more of Sir William
Chambers here than of Mr. Brown—more effort than nature—and more expence
than tafte. It is not eafy to conceive any thing that art can introduce in a gar-
den that is not here; woods, rocks, lawns, lakes, rivers, iflands, cafcades,
grottos, walks, temples, and even villages. There are parts of the defign very
pretty, and well executed. The only fault is too much crouding ; which has
led to another, that of cutting the lawn by too many gravel walks, an error to
be feen in almoft every garden I have met with in France. But the glory of Le
Poetite Trianon is the exotic trees and fhrubs. The world has been fuccefsfully
rifled to decorate it. Here are curious and beautiful ones to pleafe the eye of
ignorance ; and to exercife the memory of fcience. Of the buildings, the temple
of love is truly elegant. '
Again to Verfailles. In viewing the king’s apartment, which he had
not left a quarter of an hour, with thofe flight traits of diforder that fhew-.
ed he Jhved in it, it was amufing to fee the blackguard figures that were
walking uncontrouled about the palace, and even in his bed-chamber; men
whofe rags betrayed them to be in the laft ftage of poverty, and I was the only
perfon that ftared and wondered how the devil they got there. It is impoffible
not to like this carelefs indifference and freedom from fufpicion. One loves the
mafter of the houfe, who would not be hurt or offended at feeing his apartment
thus occupied, if he returned f{uddenly ; for if there was danger of this, the in-
trufion would be prevented. This is certainly a feature of that good temper:
which appears to me fo vifible every where in France. I defired to fee the
Queen’s apartments, but I could not. Is her majefty init ? No. Why then not
fee it as wellas the king’s ?  Ma foi, Mon/. c’eff un autre chgfe. Ramble through
the gardens, and by the grand canal, with abfolute aftonithment at the exaggera-
tions of writers and travellers. There is magnificence in the quarter of the
orangerie, but no beauty any where; there are fome ftatues good enough
to wifh them under cover. The extent and.breadth of the canal are nothing to-
the eye ; and it is not in fuch good repair as a farmer’s horfe-pond. The me-
nagerie is well enough, but nothing great. Let thofe who defire that the build-
ings and eftablithments of Louis XIV. fhould continue the” impreflion made by
the writings of Voltaire, go to the canal of Languedoc, and by no means to
Verfailles. Return to Paris.~=—j4 miles. ’
The .
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The 24.th With Monf. de Brouflonet to the King’s cabmct of natural hi(-
- tory and the botanical garden, which is in beautiful order. Its riches are well
known, and the politenefs of Monf. Thouin, which is that of a moft amiable
difpofition, renders this garden the fcene of other rational pleafures befides thofe
.of botany. Dine at the Invalides,.with Monf: Parmentier, the celebrated author
.of many ceconomical works, particularly on the doulangerie of France. This
gentleman, to a confiderable mafs of ufeful knowledge, adds a great deal of that
fire and vivacity for which his nation has been diftinguithed, but which I have

not recognized fo often as I expe@ed. a
The 25th. This great city appears to be in many refpe&s the moft ineligible
and inconvenient for the refidence of a perfon of fmall fortune of any that
I have feen ; and vaftly inferior to London. The ftreets are very narrow, and
miany of them crouded, nine-tenths dirty, and all without foot-pavements.
‘Walking, which in London is {o pleafant and fo clean, that ladies do it every
day, is here a toil and fatigue to a man, and an impoffibility to a well drefled
woman. The coaches are numerous, and, what are much worfe, there are an -
infinity of one-horfe cabriolets, which are driven by young men .of fathion
and their imitators, alike fools, with fuch rapidity as to be real nuifances,
and render the ftreets exceedingly dangerous, without an inceflant caution. I
faw a poor child run over and probably killed, and have been myfelf many times
blackened with the mud of the kennels. This beggarly praice, of driving a -
one-horfe booby hutch about the ftreets of a great capital, flows either from
poverty or a wretched and defpicable economy ; nor is it poffible to fpeak of it
with too much {everity. If young noblemen at London were to drive their
chaifes in ftreets without foot-ways, as their brethren do at Paris, they would
fpeedily and juftly get very well threfhed, or rolled in the kennel. This circum-
ftance renders Paris an ineligible refidence for perfons, particularly families
that cannot afford to keep a coach; a convenience which is as dear as at Lon--
don. The flacres, hackney-coaches, are much worfe than at that city; and
chairs there are none, for they would be driven down in the ftreets. To this
‘circumftance alfo it is owing, that all perfons of {fmall or moderate fortune, are
forced to drefs in black, with black ftockings; the dufky hue of this in com-
" pany is not fo difagreeable a circumftance.as being too great a diftinction;
too clear a line drawn in company between a man that has a good fortune, and
another that has not. With the pride, arrogance, and ill temper of Englith
wealth this could not be borne; but the prevailing good humour of the F rench
eafes all {fuch untoward circumftances. Lodgings are not half fo good as at
London, yet confiderably dearer. If you do not hire a whole fuite of rooms at.
an hotel, you muft probably mount three, four, or five pair of ftairs, and in ge-
neral have nothing but a bed-chamber. After the horrid fatigue of the ftreets,
fuch
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fuch an elevation is a dele@able circumftance. You muft fearch with trouble
before you will be.lodged in a private family, as gentlemen ufually are at Lon-
don, and pay a higher price. Servants wages are about the fameas at that city.
It is to be regretted that Paris thould have thefe difadvantages, for in other re-.

) fpe@s I take it to be 2 moft ehgnblc refidence for fuch as prefer a great city.

The fociety for a man of letters, or who has any {cienfific purfuit, cannot be ex-
ceeded. The intercourfe between fuch men and the great, which, if it is not
upon an equal footing, ought never to exift at all, is refpetable. Perfons of the
higheft rank pay an attention to fcience and literature, and emulate the charater
they confer. I thould pity the man who expected, without other advantages of
a very different nature, to be well received in a brilliant circle at London, be-.

_caufe he was a fellow of the Royal Society. But this would not be the cafe

with a member of the Academy of Sciences at Paris ; he is fure of a good recep--
tion every where. Perhaps this contraft depends in a great meafure on the
difference of the governments of the two countries. Politics are too much at-
tended to in England to allow a due refpet to be ‘paid to any thing elfe;
and thould the French' eftablith a freer government, academicians will not
be held in fuch eftimation, when rivalled in the public efteem by the orators.
who hold forth liberty and property in a free parliament.

The 28th. Quit Paris, and take the road to Flanders. Monf. de Brouflonet

was fo obliging as to accompany.me to Dugny, to view the farm of Monf.

Cretté de Palluel, a very intelligent cultivator. Take the.road to Senlis: .at
Dammertin, I met by accident a French gentleman, a Monf{. du Pré du St.
Cotin. Heafing me converfing with a.farmer.on agriculture, he introduced.
himfelf as an amateur, gave me an account of feveral experiments he had made-
on his eftate in Champagne, and promifed a more particular detail ; in which hé-
was as good as his word.——22 miles..

The 29th Pafs Nanteul, where the Prince of Condé has a chateau, to.
Villes-Coterets, "in the midft of immen{e forefts belonging to the .duke of Or-
leans. The crop of this country, therefore, is princes of the blood; that is-

to fay, hares, pheafants, deer, boars | ——26 miles.

The 3oth. Soiffons feems a poor town, without manufiGures, and chiefly.
fupported by a corn-trade, which goes hence by water to Paris and Rouen.——-
25 miles.

The 31ft. Coucy is beautifully fituated on a hill, with a fine vale wmdmg 3
befide it. At St. Gobin, which is. in the midft of great woods, I viewed the:
fabric of plate-glafs the greateft in the world. I was in high luck, arriving:
about half an hour before they begun to run glaffes for the day. Pafs La Fere..
Reach St. Quintin, where are confiderable ‘manufactures that employed me:
all the afiernoon. From St. Gobin, are the moft beautiful flate roofs I have-
any where fcen.s==30 miles..

NoOVEMBER:



2 CANAL OF PICARDY.

NoveMBER 1. Near Belle Angloife I turned afide half a league to view the
rcanal of Picardy, of which I had heard much. In paffing from St. Quintin to
Cambray the country rifes fo much, that it was neceffary to carry it in a tunnel
under ground for a confiderable depth, even under many vales as well as hills.
In one of thefe vallies there is an opening for vifiting it by an arched ftair-cafe,
on which I defcended 134 fteps to the canal, and, as this valley is much below
the adjacent and other hills, the great depth at which it is dug, may be con-
ceived. Over the door of the defcent, is the following infcription :—L’ann.
1781.——Mon/. le Comte d’ Agay etant intendant de cette province, Monf. Lau-
rent de- Lionni etant direfteur de I'ancien-& nouveau canal de Picardie, & Mon/:
de Champrofé infpecieur, fofeph II. Empereur Roi des Romaines, a parcourru en
batteau le canal fous terrain depuis cet endroit jufques au puit, No. 20, le 28, &
w temoigné Ja Jatisfaliion d’avoir vu cet ouvrage en ces termes: ¢ e fuis fier detre
bomme, quand fe vois qu'un de mes femblables a ofé imaginer & executer un ouvrage
auffi vafte et awfi bardie. Cette idea me leve /’ame.”—Thefe three Meflieurs lead
‘the dance here.in a very French ftyle. The great Jofeph follows humbly in
their train; and as to poor Louis XVI. at whofe expence the whole was done,
thefe gentlemen certainly thought that no name lefs than that of an emperor
ought to be annexed to theirs. When infcriptions are fixed to public works,
no names ought to be permitted but thofe of the king, whofe merit patronizes,
and the engineer or artift whofe genius executes the work. As to a mob of
intendants, diretors, and infpeCtors, let them go to the devil! The canal at this
place is.ten French feet wide and twelve high, hewn entirely out of the chalk
rock, imbedded, in which are many flints—no mafonry, There is only a fmall
part finithed of ten toifes long for a pattern, twenty feet broad and twenty high.
Five thoufand toifes are already done in the manner of that part which I viewed ; °
and the whole diftance under ground, when the tunnel will be complete, is 7020
toifes (each fix feet) or about nine miles. It has already coft 1,200,000 liv.
{ 52,500l.) and there wants 2,500,000 liv. (109,3751.) to complete it ; fo that the
- total eftimate is near four millions. It is executed by fhafts. At prefent there
is not above five or fix inches of water in it. 'This great work has ftood ftill en-
tirely fince the adminiftration of the archbithop of Toulouze. When we fee
fuch works ftand ftill for want of money, we fhall reafonably be inclined to afk,
What are the fervices that continue fupplied ? and to conclude, that amongft
kings, and minifters, and nations, ceconomy is the firft virtue :—without it,
genius is a meteor; vicory a found ; and all courtly fplendour a public robbery.

At Cambray, view the manufacure. Thefe frontier towns of Flanders are built
in theold fiyle, but the ftreets broad, handfome, well paved, and lighted. I need
not obferve, that all are fortified, and that every ftep in this country has been ren~

dered famous or infamous according to the feelings of the fpeQator, by many of
: the

-
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the bloodieft wars that have difgraced and exhaufted chriftendom. At the hotel
de Bourbon I was well lodged, fed, and attended : an excellent inn.—22 miles.

The 2d. Pafs Bouchaine to Valenciennes, another old town, which, like the -
reft of the Flemith ones, manifeft§ more the wealth of former ghan of prefent .
times.——18 miles.

The 3d, to Orchees; and the 4th to Lifle, which is furrounded by more
windmills for exprefling the oil of colefeed, than are to be feen any where elfe
I fuppofe in the world. Pafs fewer drawbridges and works of fortification
here than at Calais ; the great ftrength of this place is in its mines and other

Jouteraines. In the evening to the play.

The cry here for a war with England amazed me. Every one I talked with faid,
it was beyond a doubt the Englifh had called the Pruffian army into Holland; and
that the motives in France for a war were numerous and manifeft. Itiseafy enough
to difcover, that the origin of all this violence is the commercial treaty, which is
execrated here, as the moft fatal ftroke to their manufaures they ever experienced.
Thefe people have the true monopolizing ideas; they would involve four-and-
twenty millions of people in the certain miferies of a war, rather than fee the
intereft of thofe who confume fabrics, preferred to the intereft of thofe who
make them. The advantages reaped by four-and-twenty millions of confumers
are lighter than a feather compared with the inconveniences fuftained by halfa
million of manufaGturers. Meet many fmall carts in the town, drawn each by a
dog : I was told by the owner of one, what appears to me incredible, that his
dog would draw 7001b. half a league. The wheels of thefe carts are very high,
relative to the height of the dog, fo that his cheft is a good deal below the axle.

The 6th. In leaving Lifle, the reparation of a bridge made me take a road
on the banks of the canal; clofe under the works of the citadel. They appear to
be very numerous, and the fituation exceedingly advantageous, on a gently rifing
ground, furrounded by low watry meadows, which may with eafe be drowned.
Pafs Darmentiers, a large paved town. Sleep at Mont Caffel.—— 3o miles.

The 7th. Caffel is on the fummit of the only hill in Flanders. They are
now repairing the bafon at Dunkirk, fo famous in hiftory for an imperioufnef(s in
England, which fhe muft have paid dearly for. Dunkirk, Gibraltar, and
the ftatue of Louis XIV. in the Place de Vitoire, 1 place in the fame political
clafs of national arrogance. Many men are now at work on this bafon, and,
when finithed, it will not contain more than twenty or twenty-five frigates ;
and appears to an unlearned eye, a ridiculous object for the jealoufy of a great
nation, unlefs it profefles to be jealous of privateers.—I made enquiries concern-
ing the import of wool from England, and was affufed that it was a’very trifling
objet. I may here obferve, that when I left the town, my little cloak-bag was

- éxamined as fcrupuloufly as if I had juft left England, with a cargo of prohibited
L goods,
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goods, and again at a fort two miles off. Dunkirk being a free port, the cuftom-
houfe is at the gates. What are we "to think of our woollen manufacturers in
England, when fuing for their wool-bill, of infamous memory, bringing one
Thomas Wilkinfon from Dunkirk quay, to the bar of the Englith Houfe of
Lords to fiwvear that wool paffes from Dunkirk without entry, duty, or any thing
being required, at double cuftom-houfes, for a check on each other, where they

“examine even a cloak-bag. On fuch evidence, did our legiflatire, in the true
thop-keeping fpirit, pafs an at of fines, pains, and penalties againft all the wool-

" growers of England. Walk to Roffendal near the town, where Monf{. le Brun
has an improvement .on the Dunes, which he very obligingly thewed me. Be-
tween the town and that place are a great number of neat little houfes, built
with each its garden, and one or two fields inclofed of moft wretched blowing
dune fand, naturally as white as fnow; but improved by induftry. The magic
of PROPERTY turns fand to gold.=——18 milés.

The 8th. Leave Dunkirk, where the Concierge a good i mn, as mdeed I
have found all in Flanders. Pafs Gravelline, which, to my unlearned eyes,
feems the ftrongeft place I have yet feen, at leaft the works above ground are
more numerous than at any other. Ditches, ramparts, and drawbridges with-
out end. Thisis a part of the art military I like : it implies defence, and leav-
ing rafcality to neighbours. If Gengifchan or Tamerlane had met with fuch
places as Gravelline or Lifle in their way, where would their conquefts and ex-
tirpations of the human race have been ?~==Reach Calais. And here ends a
journey which has given me a great deal of pleafure, and more information than
I fhould have expeted in a kingdom not fo well cultivated as our own. It has -
been the firft of my foreign travels ; and has with me confirmed the idea, that to
know our own country well, we muft fee fomething of others. Nations figure
by eomparifon ; and thofe ought to be efteemed the benefactors of the human
race, who have moft eftablithed public profperity on the bafis of private happi-
nefs. To afcertain how far this has been the cafe with the French, has been
one material object of my tour. It is.an enquiry of great range, and no trifling
complexity ; but a fingle excurfion is too little to truft to. I muft come again
and again before I venture conclufions.=——25 miles, ‘

Wiait at Defleins three days for a wind (the duke and dutcheﬁ of Gloucefter -
are in the fame inn and fituation) and for a pacquet. A captam behaved thab-
billy : deceived me, and was hired by a family that would admit nobody but
themf{elves : —I did not afk what nation this famxly was of. —— Dover——London
———Bradfield ;—and have more pleafure in giving my little girl a French doll,
than in vxcwmg Verfailles,

1788, -
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THE long journey I had laft year taken in France, fuggefted a variety of
refleGtions on the agriculture, and on the fources and progrefs of national pro-
fperity in that kingdom ; in fpite of myfelf, thefe ideas fermented in.my mind ;
and while I was drawing conclufions relative to the political ftate of that great
- country, in every circumftance connefted with its hufbandry. I found, at -
each moment of my refletion, the importance of making as regular a furvey
of the whole as was poffible for a traveller to effe. Thus inftigated, I deter-
mined to attempt finithing what I had fortunately enough begun.

Jury 30. Left Bradfield ; and arrived at Calais.———161 miles. -

AvcusT §. The next day I took the road to St. Omers. Pafs the bridge
Sans Pareil, which ferves-a double purpofe, pafling two ftreams at once; but
it has been praiﬁ:d ‘beyond its merit, and coft more than it was worth. St.
Omers contains little deferving notice ; and if I could dire& the legiflatures of
England and Ireland, ‘fhould contain ftill lefs :—why are catholics to emigrate in
order to be ill educated abroad, inftead of being allowed inftitutions that would
educate them well at home? The country is feen to advantage from St. Ber-
tin’s fteeple.~——25 miles.

The 7th. The canal of St. Omers is carried up a hill by a feries of fluices. To
Aire, and Lilliers, and Bethune, towns well known in military ftory.—25 miles.

The 8th. The country now a champaign, one changes; from Bethune to
Arras an admirable gravel road. At the laft town there is nothing but the
great and rich abbey of Var, which they would not fhew me—it was not the
right day~or fome frivolous excufe. The cathedral is nothing.~—171 miles.

The gth. Market-day ; coming out of the town I met at leaft an hundred
affes, fome loaded with a bag, others a fack, but all apparently with a trifling
burthen, and fwarms of men and women. This is called a market, being
plentifully fupplied ; but a-great proportion of all the labour of a country is
idle in the midft of harveft, to fupply a town which in England would be fed
by 4 of the people : whenever this fwarm of triflers buz in a market, I take
a minute and vicious divifion of the foil for granted. Here my only compa-
nion de voyage, the Englith mare that carries me, difclofes by her eye. a fecret
not the moft agreeable, that fhe is going rapidly blind. She is moon-eyed ;
but our fool of a Bury farrier afflured me I was fafe for above a twelvemonth."
" It muft be confefled this is one of thofe agreeable fituations which not many
“will believe a man would put himfelf into. Mz foy! this is a picce of my

good luck ;—the journey at beft is but a drudgery, that others are paid for per-
forming on a good horfe, and I pay myfelf for doing it on a blind one ;—1I fhall
feel this inconvenience perhaps at the expence of my neck.——20 miles. ‘

. L2 The
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The 10th. To Amiens. . Mr. Fox flept here laft night, and it was amuf-
ing to hear the converfation at the table.d’héte ; they wondered that fo great
a man fhould not travel in a greater ftyle :—I afked what was his ftyle? Mon-
fieur and Madame were in an Englith poft-chaife, and the fille and valet de
chambre in a cabriolet, with a French courier to have horfes ready. What
would they have? but a ftyle both of comfort and amufement? A plague on
a blind mare !—But I have worked through life; and he TaLks.

The 11th. By Poix to Aumale ; enter Normandy.——25 miles.

The 12th. From thence to Newchatel, by far the fineft country fince Calais.
Pafs many villas of Rouen merchants.——40 miles.

The 13th. They are right to have country villas—to get out of this great
ugly, ftinking, clofe, and ill built town, which is full of nothing but dirt and
mduﬁry What a pi€ture of new buildings does a ﬁoun{hmg manufauring
town in England exhibit! The choir of the cathedral is furrounded by a moft
magnificent railing of folid brafs. They fhew the monument of Rollo, the
firft duke of Normandy, and of his fon ; of William Longfword; alfo thofe of
Richard Cceur de Lion ; his brother Henry ; the Duke of Bedford, regent of
France ; of their own King Henry V. ; of the Cardinal d’Amboife, minifter of
Louis XII. The altar-piece is an adoration of the fhepherds, by Philip of

- Champagne. Rouen is dearer than Paris, and therefore it is neceflary for the
pockets of the people that their bellies thould be wholefomely pinched. At the
table d’héte, at the hotel pomme du pin we fat down, fixteen, to the following din-
ner, a foup, about 3lb. of bouilli, one fowl, one duck, a fmall fricaflee of chicken,
rote of veal, of about 2lb. and two other fmall plates with a fallad : the price |
45/- and 20/, more for a pint of wine ; at an ordinary of 20d. a head in England
there would be a piece of meat which would, literally fpeaking, outweigh this
whole dinner! The ducks were fwept clean fo quickly, that I moved from table

"without half a dinner. Such table d’hétes are among the cheap things of France !
Of all fombre and zrife meetings a French table d’héte is foremott ; for eight mi-
nutes a dead filence, and as to the politenefs of addrefling a convefation toaforeigner,
he will look for it in vain, Nota fingle word has any where been faid to me unlefs
to anfwer fome queftion: Rouen not fingular in this.” The parliament-houfe here
is fhut up, and its members exiled a‘month paft to their country feats, becaufe they
would not regifter the edi@ for a new land-tax. I enquiréd much into the com-
mon fentiments of the people, and found that the King perfomally from having
been here, is more popular than the parliament, to whom they attribute the gene-
ral dearnefs of every thing. Called on Mon{. d’Ambournay, the author of a
treatife on ufing madder green inftead of dried, and had the pleafure of a long

_converfation with him on various farming topics, interefting to my enquiries.

The 14th. To Barentin, through abundance of apples and pears, and a country
better than the hufbandry : to Yveot richer, but miferable management.—21 miles.

The
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The 15th. Country .the fame to Bolbec; their inclofures remind me of
Ireland, the fence is a high broad parapet bank very well planted with hedges
and oak and beech trees. All the way from Rouen there is a fcattering of conn-
try feats, which I am glad to fee; farm-houfes and cottages every where, and
the cotton manufacture in all. Continues the fame to Harfleur. To Havre
de Grace, the approach ftrongly marks a very flourithing place : the hills are
almoft covered with little new built villas, and many more are building ; fome
are {o clofe as to form almoft ftreets, and confiderable additions are alfo mak-
ing to the town.——30 miles.

The 16th. Enquiries are not neceflary to find out the profperity of this town ;,
it is nothing equivocal : fuller of motion, life, and aivity, than any place
have been at in France. A houfe here, which in 1779 let without any fine on
a leafe of fix years for 240 liv. per annum, was lately let for three years at 600
liv. which twelve years paft was to be had at 24 liv. The harbour’s mouth is
narrow and formed by a mole, but it enlarges into two oblong bafons of greater
breadth ; thefe are full of fhips, to the number of fome hundreds, and the
quays around are thronged with bufinefs, all hurry, buftle, and .animation..
They fay a fifty gun fhip can enter, but I fuppofe without her guns. What is.
better, they have merchant-men of five and fix hundred tons: the ftate of the
harbour has however given them much alarm and perplexity ; if nothing had.
been done to improve it, the mouth would have been filled up with fand, an
increafing evil ; to remedy which, many engineers have been confulted. The
want of a back water to wath it out is fo great, that they are now, at the King’s
expence, forming a moft noble and magnificent work, a vaft bafon, walled off
from the ocean, or rather an inclofure of it by folid mafonry, 700 yards long,
five yards broad, and 10 or 12 feet above the furface of the fea at high water;
and for 400 yards more it confifts of two exterior walls, each three yards broad,.
and filled up feven yards wide between them with earth; by means of this new:
and enormous bafon, they will have an artificial back-water, capable, they cal-
culate, of fweeping out the harbour’s mouth clean from all obftrucions. . It is.
a work that does honour to the kingdom. The view of the Seine from this mole
is ftriking ; it is five miles broad, with high lands for its oppofite thore ; and the-
chalk cliffs and promontories, that recede to make way for rolling its vaft tri--
bute to the ocean, bold and noble.

Wait on Monf. I’Abbé Dicquemarre, the celebrated naturalift, where I had:
alfo the pleafure of meeting Mademoifelle le Maffon le. Golft, author of fome
agreecable performances; among others, Entretien fur le Haure, 1781, when.
the number of fouls was eftimated at 25,000. The next day Monf. le Reifei--
court, captain of the corps royale du Genie, to whom alfo I had letters, intro--
duced me to Meflrs. Hombergs, who rank amongit the moft conﬁdcrabli}x)ncr-

ants
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chants of France. I dined with them at one of their country houfes, meeting -a
numerous company and fplendid entertainment. Thefe gentlemen have wives
‘and daughters, coufins and friends, cheerful, pleafing, and well informed. I
did not like the idea of quitting them fo foon, for they feemed to have a fociety
that would have made a longer refidence agreeable enough. It is no bad preju-
dice furely to like people that like England ; moft of them have been there.—
Nous avons affurément en France de belles, dagreables et de bonnes chofes, maison
Zrouve une telle enérgie dans votre nation
The 18th. By the paﬁ'age—packet, a decked veflel, to Honfleur, feven and a
half miles, which we made with a ftrong north wind in an hour, the river be-
ing rougher than I thought a river could be. Honfleur is a fmall town, full of
induftry, and a bafon full of fthips, with fome Guinea-men as large as at Havre.
At Pont au de Mer, wait on Monf. Martin, direGor of the manufatture royale
of leather. I faw eight or ten Englifhmen that are employed here (there are
40 in all), and converfed with one from Yorkfhire, who told me he had been
deceived into coming; for though they are well paid, yet they find things very
dear, inftead of very cheap, as they had been given to underftand.——20 miles.
The 19th. To Pont I'Eveque, towards which town the country is richer,
that is, has more pafturage ; the whole has fingular features, compofed of orchard
inclofures, with hedges fo thick and excellent, though compofed of willow,
with but a {prinkling of thorns, that one can fcarcely fee through them ; cha-
teaus are fcattered, and fome good, yet. the road is villainous. Pont I'Eveque
is fituated in the Pay d’Auge, celebrated for the great fertility of its paftures.
To Lifieux, through the fame rich diftri&, fences admirably planted, and the
country thickly inclofed and wooded.—At the hotel d’Angleterre, an excellcnt
inn, new, clean, and well furnithed ; and I was well ferved and well fed.—26 miles.
Thez2oth. ToCaen; the road paffes on the brow of a hill, that commands the rich
valley of Corbon, ftill in the Pays d’ Auge, the moftfertile of the whole, all is under
fine Poictou bullocks, and would figure in Leicefter or Northampton.—28 miles.
The 21ft.. The marquis de Guerchy, whoI had had the pleafure of feeing in
Suffolk, being colonel of the regiment of Artois, quartered here,- I waited on
him ; he introduced me to his lady, and remarked, that as it was the fair of
Guibray, and himfelf going, I could not do better than accompany him, fince
it was the fecond fair in France. I readily agreed: in our way, we called at
Bon, and dined with the marquis of Turgot, elder brother of the juftly cele-
brated comptroller-general : this gentleman is author of fome memoirs on plant-
ing, publithed in the Trimeftres of the Royal Society of Paris ; he fhewed and
explained to us all his plantations, but chiefly prides himfelf on the exotics;
and I was forry to find in proportion not to their promifed utility, but merely
to then' rarity. I have not found this uncommon in France; and it 1s far from
being
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being fo in England. I wifhed every moment, of a long walk to change the
copverfation from trees to hufbandry, and made many efforts, but all in vain.
In the evening to the fair play-houfe—Richard Caur de Lion; and 1 could not
but remark an uncommon number of pretty women. Is there no antiqua-
rian that deduces Englith beauty from the mixture of Norman blood ? or who
thinks, with Major Jardine, that nothing improves fo much as croffing ; to read
his agreeable book of travels, one would think none wanting, and yet to look
at his daughters, and hear their mufic, it would. be impoflible to doubt his
fyftem. Supped at the marquis d’Ecougal’s, at his chateau @ /z Frenaye. If
thefe French marquiffes cannot fhew me good crops of corn and turnips, here
is a noble one of fomething elfe—of beautiful and elegant daughters, the charm-
iag copies of an agreeable mother : the whole family I pronounced at the firft
bluth amiable : they are chearful, pleafing, interefting: I want to know them
better, but it is the fate of a traveller to meet opportunities of pleafure, and
merely fee to quit them. After fupper, while the company were at cards, the
marquis converfed on topics interefting to my enquiries.——224 miles.

The 22d. At this fair of Guibray, merchandize is fold, they fay, to the
amount of fix millions (262,5co0l.) but at that of Beaucaire to ten: I found the
quantity of Englith goods confiderable, hard and queen’s ware; cloths -and
cottons. A dozen of common plain plates, 3 liv. and 4 liv. for a French imi-
tation, but much worfe ; I afked the man (a Frenchman).if the treaty of com-
- merce would not be very injurious with fuch a difference—C’¢2 pre’c'/’mmt le con
trasre Mon/.—quelque mauvaife que foit cette zmztatzon, on n’a encore rien fait d’auff
bien en France; I'année prochaine on fera micux—nous perfectionnerons——et en
Jin nous I’emporterons fur vous.—~—I believe he is a very good politician, and that
without competmon, it is not poffible to perfect any fabric. A dozen with
blue or green edges, Englith, g liv. 5/ Return to Caen ; dine with the mar-
quns of Guerchy, lieutenant-colonel, major, &c. of the regiment, and their
wives prefent a large and agreeable company. View the Abbey of Benedic-
tines, founded by William the Conqueror. It is a fplendid building, fubftan-
tial, mafly, and magnificent, with very large apartments, and ftone ftair-cafes
worthy of a palace. Sup with Mon{. du Mefni, captain of the corps de Genze,
to whom I had letters ; he had introduced me to the engineer employed on the
new port, which will bring fhips of three or four hundred tons to Caen, a
noble work, and among thofe which do honour to France.

The 23d. Monf. de Guerchy and the Abbée de ———, accompanied me fo.
view Harcourt, the feat of the duke d’Harcourt, governor of Normandy, and of
the Dauphin ; I had heard it called the fineft Englith garden in France, but
. Ermenonville will not allow that claim, though not near its equal as a refidence.
" Found at laft a horfe to try in order to profecute my journey a little lefs like Don

Quixotte,
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Quixotte, but it would by no means do, an uneafy ftumbling beaft, at a price that
would have bought a good ore, fo my blind friend and I muft jog on ftill
further.——30 miles.

The 24th. To Bayeux; the cathedral has three towers, one of which is very
light, elegant, and highly ornamented.

The 25th. In the road to Carentan, pafs an arm of the fea at Ifligny, which
is fordable. At Carentan I found myfelf fo ill, from accumulated colds I fup-
pofe, that I was ferioufly afraid of being laid up—not a bone without its
aches; and a horrid dead leaden weight all over me. I went early to bed,
wafhed down a dofe of antimonial powders, which proved fudorific enough to
to let me profecute my journey.——23 miles.

The 26th. To Vologncs ; thence to Cherbourg, a thick Woodland much
like Suffex. The marquis de Guerchy had defired me to call on Monf. Dou-
merc, a great improver at Pierbutté near Cherbourg, which I did ; but he was

abfent at Paris : however his bailiff, Monf. Baillio, with great cmhty thewed -

me the lands, and explained every thing.—— 30 miles.

The 27th. Cherbourg. I had letters to the duke de Beuvron, who com-
mands here ; to the count de Chavagnac, and M. de Meufnier, of the Academy of
Sciences, and tranflator of Cook’s Voyages ; the count is in the country. So
much had I heard of the famous works ere@ing to form a harbour here, that I
was eager to view them without the lofs of 2 moment: the duke favoured me
with an order for that purpofe, I therefore took a boat, and rowed acrofs the ar-
. tificial harbour formed by the celebrated cones. As it is poffible that this iti-
nerary may be read by perfons that have not either time or inclination to feek
other books for.an account of thefe works, I will in a few words fketch the
intention and execution. The French poflfe(s no port for thips of war from
Dunkirk to Breft, and the former capable of receiving only frigates. This de-
ficiency has been fatal to them more than once in their wars with England,
whofe more favourable coatt affords not only the Thames, but the noble harbour
of Portfmouth. To remedy the want, they planned a mole acrofs the open bay
of Cherbourg ; but'to inclofe a fpace fufficient to prote& a fleet of the line,
would demand fo extended a wall, and fo expofed to heavy feas, that the ex-
pence would be far too great to be thought of ; and at the fame time the fuc-
cefs too dubious to be ventured. The idea of a regular mole was therefore given
up, and a partial one, on a new plan adopted ; this was to erect in the fea, a
line where a mole is wanted, infulated columns of timber and mafonry, of fo
vaft a fize, as to refift the violence of the ocean, and to break its waves fuffi-
ciently to permit a bank being formed between column and column. Thefe
have been called cones from their form. They are 140 feet diameter at the
bafe ; 60 diameter at the top, and 6o fect vertical height, being, when funk

in
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in the fea, 30 to 34 feet, immerfed at the low water of high tides. Thefe enor-

‘mous broad-bottomed tubs being conftru@®ed of oak, with every attention to

ftrength and folidity, when finithed for launching, were loaded with ftone juft

fufficient for finking, and in that ftate each cone weighed 1000 tons (of 20001b.)

To float them, fixty empty cafks, each of ten pipes, were attached around by

cords, and in this ftate of buoyancy the enormous machine was floated to its

deftined fpot, towed by numberlefs veflels, and before innumerable fpe@ators.

At a fignal, the cords are cut in 2 moment, and the pile finks: it is then filled
inftantly with ftone from veflels ready attending,and capped with mafenry. The
contents of each filled only to within four feet of the furface, 2500 cubical toifes
of ftone *. A vaft number of veflels are then employed to form a bank of ftone
from cone to cone, vifible at low water in neap tides. Eighteen cones, by one
account, but 33 by another, would complete the work, leaving only two en-
trances, commanded by two very fine new-built forts, Royale and & Artoss,
thoroughly well provided, it is faid, for they do not thew them, with an appara-
tus for heating canon balls. The number of cones will depend on the diftances
at which they are placed. I found eight finithed, and the fkeleton frames. of
two more in the dock-yard ; but all is ftopped by the archbithop of Toulouze,
in favour of the ceconomical plans at prefent in fpeculation. Four of them,
the laft funk, being moft expofed, are now repairing, having been found too
weak. to refift the fury of the ftorms, and the heavy wefterly feas. The laft cone
is much the moft damaged, and, in proportion as they advance, they will be ftill
more and more expofed, which gives rife to the opinion of many fkilful en-
gineers, that the whole {cheme will prove’ fruitlefs, unlefs fuch an expence is
beftowed on the remaining cones as would be fufficient to exhauft the revenues of
a kingdom. The eight already erected have for fome years given a new appear-
ance to Cherbourg ; new houfes, and even ftreets, and fuch a face of a&ivity and
animation, that the ftop to the works was received with blank countenances.
They fay, that, quarry-men included, 3000 were employed. The effet of the
eight cones already erected, and the bank of ftone formed between them has been
to give perfe& fecurity to a confiderable portion of the intended harbour.  Twa
40 gun thips have lain atanchor within them thefe eighteen months paft, by way
of experiment, and though fuch ftorms have happened in that time as have put
all to fevere trials, and, as I mentioned before, confiderably damaged three of
the cones, yet thefe thips have not received the fmalleft agitation ; hence it is a
barbour for a .fmall fleet without doing more. Should they ever proceed
with the reft of the cones, they muft be built much ftronger, perhaps larger, and

far greater precautions taken in giving them firmnefs and folidity : it is alfo a

¢ The toife fix feet,
M ; queftion,
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queftion, whether they muft not be funk much nearer to each other; at all events,
the proportional expence will be nearly doubled, but for wars with England, the
importance of having a fecure harbour, fo critically fituated, they confider as equal
almoft to any expence; at leaft this importance has its full weight in the eyes of
the people of Cherbourg. I remarked, in rowing acrofs the harbour, that while
the fea without the artificial bar was fo rough, that it would have been unpleafant
for a boat, within it was quite fmooth, I mounted two of the cones, one of which
has this infcription :—Louis XV1.—Sur ce premiere céne échoue le 6 Fuin 1784, a
wul'immerfion de celui de I'eft, le 23 Fuin 1786.——On the whole, the undertaking
is a prodigious one, and does no trifling credit to the fpirit of enterprize of the
prefent age in France. The fervice of the marine is a favourite; whether
juftly or not, is another queftion ; and this harbour thews, that when this great
people undertake any capital works, that are really favourites, they find inventive
genius to plan, and engineers of capital talents to execute whatever is devifed,
in a manner that doés honour to their kingdom. The duke de Beuvron had
afked me to dinner, but I found that if I accepted his invitation, it would then
take me the next day to view the glafs manufacture ; I preferred therefore bufi-
nefs to ‘pleafure, and taking with me a letter from that nobleman to fecure a
fight of it, I rode thither in the afternoon ; it is about three miles from Cher-
bourg. -Monf. de Puye, the direCtor, explained every thing to me in the moft
obliging manner. Cherbourg is not a place for a refidence longer than necef-
fary ; I was here fleeced more infamoufly than at any other town in France ; the
two beft inns were full ; I was obliged to go to the dargue, a vile hole, little
better than a hog-fty ; where, for a miferable dirty wretched chamber, two
fuppers compofed chicfly of a plate of apples and fome butter and cheefe, with
fome trifle befides too bad to eat, and one miferable dinner, they brought me in
a bill of 31 liv. (1l. 7s. 1d.) they not only charged the room 3 liv. a night, but
even the very ftable for my horfe; after enormous items for oats, hay, and ftraw.
This is a {pecies of profligacy which debafes the national chara&ter. Calling, as
I returned, on Monf{. Baillo, I fhewed him the bill, at which he exclaimed for
impofition, and faid the man and woman were going to leave off their trade ; and
no wonder, if they had made a praQice of fleecing others in that manner. Let
no one go to Cherbourg without making a bargain for every thing he has, even
to the ftraw and ftable; pepper, {alt, and table-cloth.——10 miles.

The 28th, return to Carentan ; and the 2gth, pafs through a rich and thickly in-
clofed country, to Coutances, capital of the diftri¢t cilled the Cotentin. They
build in this country the beft mud houfes and barns I ever faw, excellent habita-
tions, evenof three ftories, and all of mud, with confiderable barnsand other offices.
The earth (the beft for the purpofe is a rich brown loam) is well kneaded with
ftraw ; and being fpread about four inches thick on the ground, is cut in {fquares

) ' of
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of nine inches, and thefe are taken with a fhovel and toffed to the man on the
wall who builds it ; and the wall built, as in Ireland, in layers, cach three feet
high, that it may dry before they advance. The thicknefs about two feet. They
make them proje& about an inch, which they cut off layer by layer perfectly
- fmooth. If they had the Englith way of white wathing, they would look as’
well as our lath and plaifter, and-are much more durable. In good houfes the
doors and windows are in ftone work.——20 miles.

The 30th. A fine fea view of the Ifles of Chaufée, at five leagues diftant;
and afterwards Jerfey, clear at about forty miles, with that of the town of Grand-
* val on a high peninfula : entering the town, every idea of beauty is loft ; a clofe,
nafty, ugly, ill built hole: market day, and myriads of triflers, common at a
French market. The bay of Cancalle, all along to the right, and St. Michael’s
rock rifing out of the fea, conically, with a caftle on the top, a moft fingular
and pi@®urefque object.——130 miles.

The 3ift. At Pont Orfin, enter Bretagne ; there feems here 2 more minute
divifion of farms than before. There is a long ftreet in the epifcopal town ef.
. Doll, without a glafs window ; a horrid appearance. My entry into Bretagne
gives me an idea of its being a miferable province.~—22 miles. ,

SEpTEMBER 1ft. To Combourg, the country has a favage afpe& ; hufbandry
not much further advanced, at leaft in fkill, than among the Hurons, which
appears incredible amidft inclofures ; the people almoft as wild as their country,
and their town of Combourg one of the moft brutal filthy places that can be feen;
mud houfes, no windows, and a pavement {o broken, as to impede all paflengers,
but eafe none——yet here is a chateau, and inhabited ; who is this Monf. de
Chateaubriant, the owner, that has nerves ftrung for a refidence amidft fuch filth
and poverty ? Below this hideous heap of wretchednefs is a fine lake, furrounded
by well wooded inclofures. Coming out of Hedé, there is a beautiful lake be-
longing to Monf. de Blaffac, intendant of Poictiers, with a fine accompany-
ment of wood. A very little cleaning would make here a delicious fcenery.
There is a chateau, with four rows of trees, and nothing elfe to be feen from
the windows in the true French ftile. Forbid it, tafte, that this fthould be the
houfe of the owner of that beautiful water ; and yet this Monf. de Blaflac has
made at Poiiers the fineft promenade in France! But that tafte which draws
a ftrait line, and that which traces a waving one, are founded on feelings and
ideas as feparate and diftin as painting and mufic—as poetry or {culpture,
The lake abounds with fith, pike to 36]b carp to 241b. perch 41b. and tench slb.
To Rennes.the fame ftrange wild mixture of defert and cultivation, half favage,
balf human.——31 miles.

The 2d. Rennes is well built, and it has two good fquares, that particularly
of Louis XV. where is his ftatue. The parliament being in exile, the houfe

M2 is
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1s not to be feen. The Benedictines garden, called the Tabour, is worth view-
ing. But the obje&t at Rennes moft remarkable at prefent is a camp, with a
marthal of France (de Stainville), and four regiments of infantry, and two of
dragoons, clofe to the gates. The difcontents of the people have been double,
firft on account of the high price of bread, and fecondly for the banithment of
the parliament. ‘The former caufe is natural enough, but why the people thould:
love their parliament was what I could not underftand, fince the members, as

- well as of the ftates, are all noble,. and the diftin&ion between the nobleffe and
roturiers no where ftronger, more offenfive, or more abominable than in Bre-
tagne. They affured me, however, that the populace have been blown up to
violence by every art of deception, and even by mioney diftributed for that pur-
pofe. ' The commotions rofe to fuch a height before the camp was eftablithed,
that the troops here were utterly unable to keep the peace. Monf. Argentaife,
to whom I had brought letters, had the goodnefs, during the four days
1 was here, to thew and explain every thing to be feen. I find Rennes very
cpeap; and it appears the more fo to me juft come from Normandy, where
every thing is extravagantly dear. The table d’héte, at the grand maifon, is well
ferved ; they give two courfes, containing plenty of good things, and a very
ample regular deffert: the fupper one good courfe, with a large joint of mut-
ton, and “another gond deflert; each meal, with the common wine, 40/. and for
20 more you have very good wine, inftead of the ordinary fort ; 30/. for the
horfe : thus, with good wine, it is no more than 6liv. 10/ a day, or s. 10d.
Yet.a camp which they complain has raifed prices enormoutly.

The sth. To Montauban. The poor people feem poor indeed ; the chil-
dren terribly ragged, if poffible worfe clad than if with no cloaths at all ; as fo
thoes and ftockings they are luxuries. A beautiful girl of fix or feven years
playing with a ftick, and fmiling under fuch a bundle of rags as made my heart
ache to fee her: they did not beg, and when I gave them any thing feemed
more furprized than obliged. One third of what I have feen of this provmcc
feems uncultivated, and nearly all of it in mifery. What have kings, and mi-
nifters, and parliaments, and ftates, to anfwer for their prejudices, feeing millions
of hands that would be induftrious, idle and ftarving, through the execrable
maxims of defpotifin, or the equally deteftable prejudices of a feudal nobility.
Sleep at the Jjon d’or, at Montauban, an abominable hole,=——=20 miles.

The 6th. The fame inclofed country to Brooms ; but near that town im-
proves to the eye, from being more hilly. At the little town of Lamballe, there
are above fifty families of noblefle that live in winter, who refide on their eftates
in the fummer. There is probably as much foppery and nonfenfe in their circles,
and for what I know as rhuch happinefs, as in thofe of Paris. Both would be
better employed in cultivating their lands, and rendering the poor induftrious.

—— 30 miles.
The
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The 7th. Leaving Lamballe, the country immediately changes. Fhe mar-
quis d’'Urvoy, who I met at Rennes, and has a good eftate at St. Brieux, gave
me a letter for his agent, who anf{wered my queftions.=———12# miles,

The 8th. To Guingamp, a fombré inclofed country. Pafs Chateaulandrin,
and enter Bas Bretagne. One recognizes at once another people, meeting num-
bers who have not more French than e ne fai pas ce que vous dites, or fe
n’entend rien. Enter Guingamp by gateways, towers, and battlements, apparently- -
of the oldeft military architeture ; every part denoting antiquity, and in the beft
prefervation. The poor people’s habitations are not fo good ; they are miferable.
heaps of dirt; no glafs, and fcarcely any light; but they have earth chimnies..
I was in my firft fleep at Belleifle, when the aubergifte came to my bedfide, un-
drew a curtain, that I expeted to cover me with fpiders, to tell me that I had.
une jument Anglois fuperbe, and that a figneur withed to buy it of me: I gave
him half a dozen flowers of French eloquence for his impertinence, when. he.
thought proper to leave me and his {piders at peace. There was a great chaffe
affembled. Thefe Bas Bretagne figneurs are capital hunters, it feems, that fix
on a blind mare for an object of admiration. | 4-propos to the breeds of horfes in.
France ; this mare coft me twenty-three guineas when horfes were dear in Eng--
land, and had been fold for fixteen 'when they were rather cheaper ; her figure.
may therefore be guefled ; yet the was much admired, and often in this journey ;.
and as to Bretagne, fhe rarely met a rival. That province, and it is the fame:
in parts of Normandy, is infefted in every ftable with a pack of garran poney.
ftallions, fufficient to perpetuate the miferable breed that is every where feen..
This villainous hole, that calls itfelf the grand masfon, is the beft inn at a poft.
town on the great road to Breft, at which marfhals of France, dukes, peers,.
countefles, and fo forth, muft now and then, by the accidents to which long
journies are fubjet to, have found themfelves. What are we to think of a coun-.
try that has made, in the eighteenth century, no better provifion for its tra«
vellers |=——— 30 miles.

The gth. Morlaix is the moft fingular port I have feen. It has but one

Aeature, "a vale juft wide enough for a fine canal with two quays, and two rows of.
houfes ; behind them the mountain rifes fteep, and woody on one fide ; on the
other gardeps, rocks, and wood ; the effe&t romantic and beautiful. Trade:
now very dull, but flourithed much in the war.——20 miles..

The 1oth. Fair day at Landervifier, which gave me an opportumty of feeing’
numbers of Bas Bretons colle@ed, as well as their cattle. The men drefs in
great trowfers like breeches, many with naked legs, and moft with wooden fhoes,.
ftrong marked features like the Welch, with countenances a mixture of half
energy half lazinefs ; their perfons ftout, broad, and fquare. The women far~
gewed without age by labour, to the utter extin@ion of all foftnefs of fex. The

eye
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cye difcovers them at firft glance to be a people abfolutely diftin@ from the
French. Wonderful that they fhould be found fo, with diftin& language,
manners, drefs, &c. after having been fettled here 1300 years.——35 miles.

The 11th. I had refpectable letters, and to refpeGable people at Breft, in order
to fee the dock-yard, but they were vain; Monf. le Chevalier de Tredairne
particularly applied for me earneftly to the commandant, but the order, contrary
to its being thewn either to Frenchmen or foreigners, was too ftri@ to be re-
laxed without an exprefs direGtion from the minifter of the marine, given very
rarely, and to which, when it does come, they give but an unwilling obedience.
Monf. Tredairne, however, informed me, that lord Pembroke faw it not long
fince by means of fuch an order: and he remarked himfelf, knowing that I
could not fail doing the fame, that it was ftrange to fhew the port to an Englith
general and governor of Portfmouth, yet deny it to a farmer. He however
aflured me, that the duke of Chartres went away but the other day without
.being permitted to fee it. Gretry’s mufic at the theatre, which, though not
large, is neat and even elegant, was not calculated to put me in good humour ;
it was Panurge.—Breft is a well built town, with many regular and ilandfome
ftreets, and the quay where many men of war are laid up, and other fthipping has
" much of that life and motion which animates a fea-port.

The 12th. Return to Landernau, where, at the duc de Chartre, which is the
beft and cleaneft inn in the bithopric, as I was going to dinner, the landlord
told me, there was a Monficur un bomme comme 3l faut, and the dinner would be
better if we united; de fout mon ceur. He proved a Bas Breton noble, with his
{word and a little miferable but nimble nag. This figneur was ignorant that
the duke de Chartres, the other day at Breft, was not the duke that was in Monf.
d’Orvillier’s fleet. Take the road to Nantes. =25 miles.

The 13th. The country to Chateaulin more mountainous; one-third watte.
All this region far inferior to Leon and Traguer; no exertions, nor any marks
of intelligence, yet all near to the great navigation and market of Breft water,
and the foil good. Quimper, though a bithopric, has nothing worth feeing but
its promenades which are among the fineft in France.——2¢ miles.

The14th. Leaving Quimper, there feem to be more cultivated features ; but this
only for a moment ; waftes—waftes—waftes.—Reach Quimperlay.——27 miles.

The 15th. The fame fombre country to 1'Orient, but with a mixture of
cultivation and much wood.—I found I’Orient fo full of fools, gaping to fee a
man of war launched, that I could get no bed for myfelf, nor ftable for my horfe
at the epee royale. At the cheval blanc, a poor hole, I got my horfe crammed
among twenty others, like herrings in a barrel, but could have no bed. The
duke de Briffac, with a fuite of officers, had no better fuccefs. If the governor

of Paris could not, without trouble, get a bed at !’ Onent, no wonder Arthur
Young
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Young found obftacles. I went direétly to deliver my letters, found Monf.
Befné, a merchant, at home ; he received me with a frank civility better than a
million of compliments ; and the moment he underftood my fituation, offered
me a bed in his houfe, which I accepted. ‘The Tourville, of 84 guns, was to
be launched at three o’clock, but put off till the next day, much to the joy of
the aubergiftes, &c. who were well pleafcd to fee fuch a fwarm of ftrangers
kept another day. I withed the thip in their throats, for I thought only of
my poor mare being fqueezed a night amongft the Bretagne garrans ; fixpence,
‘however, to the gargon, had effe@s marveloufly to her eafe, The town is mo-’
_dern, and regularly built, -the ftreets diverge in rays from the gate, and are crof~
fed by others at right angles, broad, handfomely built, and well paved ; with
many houfes that make a good figure. But what makes I'Orient more known
is being the appropriated port for the commerce of India, containing all the
thipping and magazines of the company. The latter are truly great, and fpeak
the royal munificence from which they arofe. They are of feveral ftories, and
all vaulted in ftone, in a fplendid ftyle, and of vaft extent. But they want, at
leaft at prefent, like fo many other magnificent éftablithments in France, the
vigour and vivacity of an ative commerce. The bufinefs tranfalting here
feems trifling. Three 84 gun fhips, the Tourville, I’Eole, and Jean Bart, with
a 32 gun frigate, are upon the ftocks. They affured me, that the Tourville has
been only nine months building : the fcene is alive, and fifteen large men of war
_being laid up here in ordinary, with fome Indiamer, and a few traders, render
the port a pleafing fpeCacle. There is a beautiful round tower, 100 feet high,
- of white ftone, with a railed gallery at top ; the proportions light and agree~
able; it is for looking out and making fignals. My hofpitable merchant, I find a
plain unaffe@ed characer, with fome whimfical originalities, that make him:
more interefting ; he has an agrccable daughter, who entertains me with fing-.
ing to her harp. The next morning the Tourville quitted her ftocks, to the:
mufic of the regiments, and the fhouts of thoufands colleted to fee it. Leave
I'Orient. Arrive at Hennebon.——7% miles. .

The 17th. To Auray, the eighteen pooreft miles I have yet feen in Bre-
tagne. Good houfes of ftone and flate, without glafs. Auray has a little port,
and fome floops, which always give an air of life toa town. To Vannes, the
country various, but /andes the more permanent feature. Vannes is not an in-.
confiderable town, but its greateft beauty is its port and promenade.

The 18th. To Mufiliac. Belleifle with the fmaller ones, d’Hedic and
d’Honat, are in fight. Mufiliac, if it can boaft of nothing elfe, may at leaft
vaunt its‘<cheapnefs. I had for dinner two good flat fith, a dith of oyfters, foup, 2
fine duck roafted; with an ample deffest of grapes, pears, walnuts, bifcuits,.
liqueur, and a pint of good Bourdeaux wine: my mare, befides hay, had thre;-

fourths
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fourths of 2 peck of corn, and the whole 56/ 2/ to the fille and two to the gargon,

jn.all 2s. 6d. Pafs Jandes—landes—~landes—to la Roche Bernard. The view of
the river Villaine, is beautiful from the boldnefs of the fhores, there are no infipid
flats ; the river is two-thirds of the width of the Thames at Weftminfter, and
‘would-be equal to any thing in the world if the thores were woody, but they are
the favage waftes of this country.——33 miles.

The 19th. ' Turned afide to Auvergnac, the feat of the count de la Bourdo-~
naye, to whom I had a letter from the dutchefs d’Anville, as a perfon able to
give me every fpecies of intelligence relative to Bretagne, having for five-and-
twenty years been firft fyndac of the noblefle. A fortuitous jumble of rocks
and fteeps could fcarcely form a worfe road than thefe five miles: could I putas
much faith in two bits of wood laid over each other, as the good folks of the
country do, I thould have croffed myfelf, but my blind friend, with the moft
incredible fure-footednefs, carried me fafe over {uch places, that if I had not been
in the every day habit of the faddle, I fhould have fhuddered at, though
guided by eyes keen as Eclipfe’s ; for I fuppofe a fine racer, on whofe velocity fo
many fools have been ready to lofe their money, mufthave good eyes, as well as
good legs. Such a road, leading to feveral villages, and one of the firft noblemen
of the province, thews what the ftate of fociety muft be ;==no communication—
no neighbourhood—no temptation to the expences which flow from fociety ; a
mere {eclufion to fave money in order to fpend it in towns. 'The count received
me with great politenefs ; I explained to him my plan and motives for travelling
in France, which he was pleafed very warmly to approve, exprefling his furprife
that I thould attempt fo large an undertaking, as fuch a furvey of France, unfup-
ported by my government ; I told him he knew very little of our government,
if he fuppofed they would give a fhilling to any agricultural proje& or projector ;
that whether the minifter was whig or tory made no difference, the party of THE
PLOUGH never yet had one on its fide; and that England has had many Colberts
but not one Sully. This led to much interefting converfation on the balance of
agriculture, manufa&ures, and commercé, and on the means of encouraging
them ; and, in reply to his enquiries, I made him underftand their relations in
England, and how our hutbandry flourithed, in fpite of the teeth of our minitters,
merely by the proteGion which civil liberty gives to property : and confequently
that it was in a poor fituation, comparatively with what it would have been in
had it received the fame attention as manufatures and cemmerce. I told M. de
la Bourdonaye that his province of Bretagne feemed to me to have nothing in
it but privileges and poverty, he fmiled, and gave me fome explanations-¢hgt are
jmportant ; but no nobleman can ever probe this evil as it ought to be done, re-
fulting as it does from the privileges going to themf{elves, and the poverty to the

people. He thewed me his plantations, which are very fine and well thriven,
and
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and fhelter him thoroughly on every fide, even from the S. W. fo near to thefea;
from his walks we fee Belleifle and its neighbours, and a little ifle or rock belong-
ing to him, which he fays the King of England took from him after Sir Edward
Hawke’s viCtory, but that_his majefty was' kind enough to leave him his
ifland after one night’s poflfeflion.~—=2c miles.

The 20th. Take my leave of Monfieur and Madame de la Bourdonaye, to
whofe pohtenefs as well as friendly attentions I am much obliged. Towards
Nazaire there is a fine view of the mouth of the Loire, from the rifing grounds,
but the headlands that form the embouchure are low, which takes off from that
greatnefs of the effe@ which highlands give to the mouth of the Shannon.
The fwelling bofom of the Atlantic boundlefs to the right. Savanal poverty
itfelf, =133 miles.

" The 21ft. Come to an improvement in the midft of thefe deferts, four good .
houfes of ftone and flate, and a few acres run to wretched grafs, which have
been tilled, butall favage, and become almoft as rough as the reft. I was after-
wards informed that this improvement, as it is called, was wrought by Englifh-~
men, at the expence of a gentleman they ruined as well as themfelves.—I
demanded how it had been done? Pare and burn, and fow wheat, then rye, and
then oats. Thusit is for ever and ever! the fame follies, the fame blundering,
the fame ignorance ; and then all the fools in the country faid, as they do now,
that thefe waftes are good for nothing. To my amazement find the incredible
circumftance, that they reach within three miles of the great commercial
city of Nantes! This is a problem and a leflon to work at;, but not at prefent.
Arrive—go to the theatre, new built of fine white ftone, and has a magnificent
portico front of eight elegant Corinthian pillars, and four others within, to part
the portico from a grand veftibule. Within all is gold and painting, and 2 coup
d'wil at entering, that firuck me forcibly. It is, I believe, twice as large as
Drury-Lane, and five times as magnificent, It was Sunday, and therefore full.
- Mon Dieu! cried Ito myfelf, do all the wafles, the deferts, the heath, ling,
furz, broom, and bog, that I have paffed for 300 miles lead to this fpectacle ?
What a miracle, thatall this {fplendour and wealth of the cities in France fhould
be fo unconneed with the country! There are no gentle tranfitions from eafe
to comfort, from comfort to wealth : you pafs at once from beggary to profufion,
—from miferyin mud cabins to Mademoifelle St. Huberti, in fplendid fpectacles
at 500 liv. a mght (211, 17s. 6d.) The country deferted, or if a gcntleman in
it, you find him in fome wretched hole, to fave that money which is lavifhed
with profufion in the luxuries of a capital,=—=20 miles.

The 22d. Deliver my letters. As much as agriculture is the chief obje& of
my journey, it is neceffary to acquire fuch intelligence of the ftate of commerce,
as can be beft done from merchants, for abundance of ufeful information is to

N be
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be gained,without putting any queftions that aman would be cautious of anfwer-
ing, and even without putting any queftions at all. Monf. Riédy was very
polite, and fatisfied many of my enquiries; I dined once with him, and was
pleafed to find the converfation take an important turn on the relative fituations
of France and England in trade, particularly in the Weft Indies. I had a letter
alfo to Monf. Epivent, confiier in the parliament of Rennes, whofe brother,’
Monf. Epivent de la Villefboifnet, is a very confiderable. merchant here. It
was not poflible for any perfon to be more obliging than thefe two gentlemen ;
their attentions to me were marked and friendly, and rendered a few days refidence
here equally inftructive and agreeable. The town has that fign of profperity of
new buildings, which never deceives. The quarter of the comedse is magnifi-
cent, all the ftreets at right angles and of white ftone. I am in doubt whether
the botel de Henrs 1V . is not the fineft inn in Europe: Deflein’s at Calais is larger,
"but neither built, fitted up, nor furnithed like this, which is new. It coft
400,00cl. liv. (17,500l.) furnithed, and is let at 14,000 liv. per ann. (612l. 10s.)
with no rent for the firft year. It contains 60 beds for mafters, and 25 ftalls for
horfes. Some of the apartments of two rooms, very neat, are 6liv. a day ; one
- good 3liv. but for merchants g liv. per diem for dinner, fupper, wine, and
chamber, ‘and 35/ for his horfe. It is, without comparifon, the firft inn
1 have feen in France, and very cheap. It is in a fmall fquare clofe to
the theatre, as convenient for pleafure or trade as the votaries of either can
with. The theatre coft 450,000 liv. and lets to the comedians at 17,000 liv. a
year ; it holds, when full, 120 louis d’or. The land the inn ftands on was
bought at gliv. a foot: in fome parts of the city it fells as high as 15 liv.
This value of the ground induces them to build fo high as to be deftrutive of
beauty. The quay has nothing remarkable; the river is choaked with iflands,
but at the furtheft part next to the fea is a large range of houfes regularly
fronted. An inftitution common in the great commercial towns of France, but
particularly flourithing in Nantes, is a chamber de lecture, or what we fhould call a
book-club, that does not divide its books, but formsa library. Thereare three
rooms, one for reading, another for converfation, and the third is the library;
good fires in winter are provided, and wax candles. Mefirs. Epivent had the
goodnefs to attend me in a water expedition, to view the eftablifhment of Mr.
Wilkinfon, for boring cannon, in an ifland in the Loire below Nantes. Until
that well known Englifh manufaQurer arrived, the French knew nothing of the
art of cafting cannon f{olid, and then boring them. Mr. Wilkinfon’s machinery,
for boring four cannons, is now at work, moved by tide wheels ; but they have
erected a fteam engine, with a new apparatus for boring feven more; M. de
la Motte, who has the dire®ion of the whole, thewed us alfo a model of this

engine, about fix feet long, five high, and four or five broad ; which he worked
: for
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for us, by making a fmall fire under the boiler that is not bigger than a large
tea-kettle ; one of the beft machines for a travelling philofopher that I have feen.

Nantes is as enflammé in the caufe of liberty, as any town in France can be;
the converfations I witnefled here, prove how great a change is effe¢ted in the
minds of the French, nor do I believé it will be poflible for the prefent govern~

‘ment to laft half a century longer, unlefs the cleareft and moft decided talents
are at the helm. The American revolution has laid the foundation .of another in
France, if government does not take care of itfelf *. The23d one of the twelve
prifoners from the Baftile arrived here—he was the moft violent of them all—
and his imprifonment has been far enough from filencing him.

The 25th. It was not without regret that I quitted a fociety both intelli-
gent and agreeable, nor fhould I feel comfortably if I did not hope to fee Mefirs.
Epivents again ; I have little chance of being at Nantes, but if they come a
fecond time to England, I have a promife of feeing them at Bradfield. The
younger of thefe gentlemen fpent a fortnight with Lord Shelburne at Bowood,
which he remembers with much pleafure; Colonel Barré and Dr. Prieftley were
there at the fame time. To Aucenis is all inclofed: for feven miles many
feats.——22§ miles.

. The 26th. To the fcene of the vintage. I had not before been witnefs to fo
much advantage as here ; laft autumn the heavy rains made it a melancholy bu-
finefs. At prefent, all is life and a&ivity. The country all thickly and well
inclofed. Glorious view of the Loire from a village, the laft of Bretagne,
where is a great barrier acrofs the road and cuftom-houfes, to fearch every
thing coming from thence. The Loire here takes the appearance of a lake large
enough to be interefting. There is on both fides an accompanyment of wood,
which is not univerfal on this river. ‘'The addition of towns, fteeples, windmills,
and a great range of lovely country, covered with vines; the chara&er gay as
well as noble. Enter Anjou, with a great range of meadows. Pafs St. George,
and take the road to Angers. For ten miles quit the Loire and meet it again
at Angers. Letters from Mon{. de Brouffonet ; but he is unable to inform me
in what part of Anjou was the refidence of the marquis de Tourbilly ; to find
out that nobleman’s farm, where he made thofe admirable improvements, which
he defcribes in the Memoire fur les defrichemens, was fuch an obje& to me,
that I was determined to go to the place, let the diftance out of my way be
what it might.—— 30 miles.

- The 27th. Among my letters, one to Monf. de la Livoniere, perpetual fe-
cretary of the Society of Agriculture here. I found he was at his country-feat,
two leagues off at Mignianne. On my arrival at his feat, he was fitting down

# It wanted no great fpir.it of prophecy to foretel this; but latter events have fhewn that I was
very wide of the mark when I talked of fifty years.
N 2 _ te
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to dinner with his family; not being paft twelve, I thought to have efcaped
this awkwardnefs; but both himfelf and Madame prevented all embarrafiment
by very unaffetedly defiring me to partake with them, and making not the
leaft derangement either in table or looks, placed me at once at my eafe, to an
indifferent dinner, garnithed with fo much eafe and chearfulnefs that I found it
a repaft more to my tafte than the moft fplendid tables could afford. An Englith.
family in the country, fimilar in fituation, taken unawares in the fame way, would
receive you with an unquiet hofpitality, and an anxious politenefs; and after
waiting for a hurry-fcurry derangement of cloth, table, plates, fideboard, pot
and fpit, would give you perhaps fo good a dinner, that none of the family,
between anxiety and fatigue, could fupply one word of converfation, and you
would depart under cordial withes that you might never return. This folly, fo
common in England, is never met with in-France: the French are quiet in

their houfes, and do things without effort.—~Monf. Livoniere converfed with

me much on the plan of my travels, which he commended greatly, but thought
it very extraordinary that neither government, nor the Academy of Sciences, nor
the Academy of Agriculture, fhould at leaft be at the expence of my journey..
This idea is purely French ; they have no notion of private people going out of
their way for the public good, without being paid by the public ; nor could he
well comprehend me, when I told him that every thing is well done in England,
except what is done with publxc money. " I was greatly concerned to find that he
could give me no intelligence concerning the refidence of the late marquis
de Tourbllly, as it-would be a provoking circumftance to pafs all through the
province without finding his houfe, and afterward hear perhaps that I had been
ignorantly within a few miles of it. Inthe evening returned to Angers.—20 miles.
The 28th. To La Fléche. The chateau of Duretal, belonging to the
dutchefs d’Eftiffac, is boldly fituated above the little town of that name, and on
the banks of a beautiful river, the flopes to which that hang to the fouth are
covered with vines. The country chearful, dry, and pleafant for refidence. I
enquired herg of feveral gentlemen for the refidence of the marquis de Tourbilly,
but all in vain. The 30 miles to La Fléche the road is a noble one ; of gravel,
fmooth, and kept in admirable order. La Fléche is a neat, clean, little town,
not ill built, on the river that flows to Duretal, which is navigable; but the
trade is inconfiderable. My firft bufinefs here, as every where elfe in Anjou,
was to enquire for the refidence of the marquis de Tourbilly. I repeated my en-
~ quiries till I found that there was a place not far from La Fléche, called Tour-
billy, but not what I wanted, as there was no Monf. de Tourbilly there,
but a marquis de Galway, who inhérited Tourbilly from his father. This
perplexed me more and more ; and I renewed my enquiries with fo much eager-
nefs, that feveral people, I believe, thought me half mad. At laft I met with

an
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an-ancient lady who folved my difficulty ; fhe informed me, that Tourbilly,
about twelve miles from La Fleche, was the place I was in fearch of : that it
belonged to the marquis of that name, who had written fome books fhe be-
lieved ; that he died twenty years ago infolvent; that the father of the prefent
marquis de Galway bought the eftate. This was fufficient for my purpofe ; I
determined to takea guide the next morning, and, as I could not vifit the mar-
quis, at leaft fee the remains of his improvements. The news, however, that
he died infolvent, hurt me very much; it was a bad commentary on his book,
and forefaw, that whoever I fhould find at Tourbilly, would be full of ridicule,
on a hufbandry that proved the lofs of the eftate on which it was pra@ifed.———
30 miles.

The 2gth. This mormng I executed my proje€ ; my guide was a countryman
with a good pair of legs, who condu&ed me acrofs a range of fuch ling waftes
as the marquis fpeaks of in his memoir. They appear boundlefs here; ‘and
¥ was told that I could travel many—many days, and fee nothing elfe : what
fields of improvement to make, not to lofe eftates ! At laft we arrived at ‘Tourbilly,
a poor village, of a few fcattered houfes, in a vale between two rifing grounds,
which are yet heath and wafte ; the chateau in the midft, with plantations of fine
poplars leading to it. I cannot eafily exprefs the anxious inquifitive curiofity I felt
to examine every fcrap of the eftate; no hedge or tree, no buth but what was
interefting to me; I had read the tranflation of the marquis’s hiftory of his
improvements in Mr. Mill¢ hufbandry, and thought it the moft interefting
morfel I had met with, long before I procured the original Memoire ﬁzr les defri-
chemens ; and determined that if ever I fhould go to France to view improve-
ments the recital of which had given me fuch pleafure I had neither letter nor
introduion to the prefent owner, the marquis de Galway. I therefore ftated
to bim the plain fa&, that I had read Monf. de Tourbilly’s book with fo much
pleafure, that I withed much to view the improvements defcribed in it; he
anfwered me dire@ly in good Englifh, received me with fuch cordiality of polite-
nefs, and fuch expreflions of regard for the purport of my travels, that he put
me perfe@ly in humour with myfelf, and confequently with all around me. -
He ordered breakfaft a P Anghifé; gave orders for a man to attend us in our walk,
who I defired might be the oldeft labourer to be found of the late marquis de
Tourbilly’s. I was pleafed to hear that one was alive who had worked with him
from the beginning of his improvement. At breakfaft Monf. de Galway intro-
duced me to his brother, who alfo fpoke Englith, and regretted that he could
not do the fame to Madame de Galway, who was in the ftraw : he then gave
me an account of his father’s acquiring the eftate and chateau of Tourbilly.
His great-grand-father came to Bretagne with King James II. when he fled
from the Englith throne ; fome of the fame family are ftill living in the county

of
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of Cork, particularly at Lotta. His father was famous in that province for

his {kill in agriculture ; and, as a reward for an improvement he had wrought
on the Jandes, the ftates of the province gave him a wafte tra@® in the ifland
of Belleifle, which at prefent belongs to his fon. -Hearing that the mar-
quis de Tourbilly was tetally ruined, and his eftates in Anjou to be fold by
the creditors, he viewed them, and finding the land very improveable, made
the purchafe, giving about 15,000 louis d’ors for Tourbilly, a price which
made the acquifition highly advantageous, notwithftanding his having bought
fome law-fuits with the eftate. It is about 3000 arpents, nearly contiguous,
the feigneury of two parithes, with the baute juflice, &c. a handfome, large,
and convenient chateau, offices very compleat, and many plantations, the work
of the celebrated man concerning whom my enquiries were directed. I was
almoft breathlefs on the queftion of fo great an improver being ruined ! * You
are unhappy that 2 man thould be ruined by an art you love fo much.” Precifely
fo. But he eafed me in a moment, by adding, that if the marquis had done
nothing but farm and improve, he had never been ruined. One day, as he was
boring to find marl, his ill ftars difcovered a vein of earth, perfectly white,
which on trial did not effervefce with acids. It ftruck him as an acquifition for
porcelain—he fhewed it to a manufacturer—=—it was pronounced excellent : the

marquis’s imagination took fire, and he thought of converting the poor village

of Tourbilly into a town, by a fabric of china——he went to work on his own
account—raifed buildings——and got together all that was neceflary, except
fkill and capital.=——In fine, he made good porcelain, was cheated by his agents,
and people, and at laft ruined. A foap manufa¢tory, which he eftablithed alfo,
as well as {fome law-fuits relative to other eftates, had their fhare in caufing his
misfortunes : his creditors feized the eftate, but permitted him to adminifter it
till his death, when it was fold. The only part of the tale that leflened my
regret was, that, though married, he left no family ; fo that his athes will fleep
in peace, without his memory being reviled by an indigent pofterity. His
anceftors acquired the eftate by marriage in the fourteenth century. His
agricultural improvements, Mon{. Galway obferved, certainly did not hurt him ;
they were not well done, nor well fupported by himfelf, but they rendered the
eftate more valuable ; and he never heard that they had brought him into any
difficulties. I cannot but obferve here, that there feems a fatality to attend
country gentlemen whenever they attempt trade or manufacture. In England I
never knew a man of landed property, with the education and habits of landed
property, attempt either, but they were infallibly ruined ; or if not ruined, con-
fiderably hurt by them. Whether it is that the ideas and principles of trade
have fomething in them repugnant to the fentiments which ought to flow
from education—or. whether the habitual inattention of country gentlemen

' to
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to fmall gains and favings, which are the foul of trade, renders their fuccefs im-
poflible ; to whatever it may be owing, the fat is fuch, not one in a million
fucceeds. Agriculture, in the improvement of their eftates, is the only proper and
legitimate fphere of their induftry ; and though ignorance renders this fometimes.
dangerous, yet they can with fafety attempt no other. The old labourer, whofe
name is Piron (as propitious I hope to farming as to wit), being arrived, we
fallied forth to tread what to me was a fort of claflic ground. I fhall dwell but
little on the particulars : they make a much better figure in the Memoire fur les
defrichemens than at Tourbilly ; the meadows, even near the chateau, are yet
very rough ; the general features are rough : but the alleys of poplars, of which
he fpeaks in the memoirs, are nobly grown indeed, and do credit to his memory ;
they are 60 or 7e feet high, and girt afoot: the willows are equal. Why were
they not oak ? to have tranfmitted to the farming travellers of another century the
pleafure I feel in viewing the more perifhable poplars of the prefent time ; the
caufeways near the caftle muft have been arduous works. The mulberries are
in a ftate of negle®; Monf Galway’s father not being fond of that culture,
deftroyed many, but fome hundreds remain, and I was told that the poor people
had made as far as 25lb. of filk, but none attempted at prefent. The meadows
had been drained and improved near the chateau to the amount of go or 6o
arpents, they are now rufhy, but valuable in fuch a country. Near them is a
wood of Bourdeaux pines, fown 35 years ago, and are now worth five or fix liv.
each. I walked into the boggy bit that produced the great cabbages he men-
tioned, it joins a large and moft improveable bottom. Piron informed me
that the marquis pared and burnt about 100 arpents in all, and he folded 250
fheep. On our return to the chateau, Monf. de Galway, finding what an enthu-
fiaft I was in agriculture, fearched among his papers to find a manufcript of the
marquis de Tourbilly’s, written with his own hand, which he had the goodnefs to
make me a prefent of, and which I fhall keep amongft my curiofities in agricul-
ture. The polite reception I had met from Monf. Galway, and the friendly
attention he had given to my views, entering into the {pirit of my purfuits, and
wifhing to promote it, would have induced me very cheerfully to have accepted
his invitation-of remaining fome days with him ; had I not been apprehenfive
that the moment of Madame Galway’s being in bed, would render fuch an
unlooked for vifit inconvenient. I took my leave therefore in the evening, and
returned to Lia Fléche by a different road.———25 miles.

The 3oth. A quantity of moors to Le Mans, they aflured me at Guerces,
that they are here 6o leagues in circumference, with no great interruptions. At
Le Mans I was unlucky in Monf. Tournai, fecretary to the Society of Agricul-
ture, being abfent.——28 miles.

OcToBER 1. Towards Alencon,.the country a contraft to what I paffed

yefterday ; good land, well inclofed, well built, and tolerably cultivated, with
marling.
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marling. A noble road of dark coloured ftone, apparently ferruginous, that
- binds well. Near Beaumont vineyards in fight on the hills, and thefe are the
1aft in thus travelling northwards ; the whole country finely watered by rivers
and ftreams, yet no irrigation.———30 miles.
The 2d. Four miles to Nouant, of rich herbage; under Bullocks —28 miles.
The 3d. From Gacé towards Bernay. Pafs the marifhal duc de Broglio’s
chateau at Broglio, which is furrounded by fuch a multiplicity of clipt hedges,
double, treble, and quadruple, that he muft half maintain the poor of the little
town in clipping.——25 miles.
The 4th. Leave Bernay; where, and at other places in this country, are
- many mud walls, made of rich red loam, thatched at top, and well planted with
fruit-trees : a hint very well worth taking for copying in England, where brick
and ftone are dear. Come to one of the richeft countries in France, or indeed
in Europe. There are few finer views than the firft of Elbeuf, from the emi-
nence above it, which is high; the town at your feet in the bottom ; on one
fide the Seine prefents a noble reach, broken by wooded iflands, and an immenfe
amphitheatre of hill, covered with a prodigious wood, furrounding the whole.
The sth. To Rouen, where I found the bote! royal, a contraft to that dirty,
impertinent, cheating hole the pomme de pin. In the evening to the theatre,
which is not fo large I think as that of Nantes, but not comparable in elegance
or decoration j it is fomére and dirty. Gretry’s Caravanne de Caire, the mufic of
which, though too much chorus and noife, has fome tender and pleafing paf-
fages. I like it better than any other piece I have heard of that celebrated com-
pofer. ‘The next morning waited on Monf. Scanegatty, profeffeur de pbyfique
dans la Societé Royale d’ Agriculture ; he received me with politenefs. He has
a confiderable room furnithed with mathematical and philofophical inftruments
and models. He explained fome of the latter to me that are of his own inven-
tion, partlcularly one of a furnace for calcining gypfum, which is brought here
in large quantities from Montmartre. Waited on Meflrs. Midy, Roffec and Co.
the moft confiderable wool merchants in France, who were {o kind as to thew
me a great variety of wools, from moft of the European countries, and permitted
me to take fpecimens.. The next morning I went to Darnetal, where Monf{.
Curmer, fhewed me his manufaGure. Return to Rouen, and dined with Monf.
Portier, direfleur general des fermes, to whom I had brought a letter from the
duc de la Rochefoucauld. The converfation turned, among other fubjects, on
the want of new ftreets at Rouen, on comparifon with Havre, Nantes, and
Bourdeaux ; at the latter places it was remarked, thata merchant makes a fortune
in ten or fifteen years, and builds away ; butat Rouen, itis a commerce of ceco-
nomy, in which a man is long doing it, and therefore unable with prudence to
make the fame exertions. Every perfon at table agreed in another point which
was difcuffed, that the wine provinces are the pooreft in all France: I urgc:c(il the
produce




LOUVIERS—VERNON. 97

produce being greater per arpent by far than of other lands ; they adhered to the
fa& as one generally known and admitted. In the evening at the theatre,
Madame du Frefne entertained me greatly ; fhe is an excellent aétrefs, never over-
does her parts, and makes one feel by feeling herfelf. The more I fee of the French
theatre, the more I am forced to acknowledge the fuperiority to our own, in the
number of good performers, and in the paucity of bad ones ; and in the quantity of
dancers, fingers, and perfons on whom the bufinefs of the theatre depends, all efta-
blithed on a great {cale. I remark, in the fentiments that are applauded, the fame
generous feelings in the audience in France, that have many times in England
put me in good humour with my countrymen. We are too apt to hate the
French, for myfelf I fee many reafons to be pleafed with them ; attributing faults
very much to their government; perhaps in our own, our roughnefs and want
of good temper are to be traced to the fame origin. '
The 8th. My plan had for fome time been to go diretly to England, on
leavmg Rouen, for the poft-offices had been cruelly uncertain. I had received
no letters for fome time from my family, though I had written repeatedly
to urge it ; they paffed to a perfon at Paris who was to forward them ; but fome
careleﬂ'nefe, or other caufe, impeded all, at a time that others dxrcé’ted to the
towns I paffed, came regularly ; I had fears that fome of my family were ill, and
that they would not write bad news to me in a fituation where knowing the
.worft could have no influence in changing it for better. But the defire I had to-
accept the invitation to La Roche Guyon, of the dutchefs d’Anville’s and the duc.
de la Rochefoucauld, prolonged my journey, and I fet forward on this further ex-
curfion. A truly noble view from the road above Rouen; the city at one end of
the vale, with the river flowing to it perfe&tly checkered with ifles of wood. The
other divides into two great channels, between ‘which the vale is.all fpread with
iflands, fome arable, fome meadow, and much wood on all. Pafs Pont I’Arch
to Louviers. I had letters for the celebrated manufaGurer Monf. Decretot,
who received me with a kindnefs that ought to have fome better epithet than
polite; he fhewed me his fabric, unqueftionably the firft woollen one in the .
world, if fuccefs, beauty of fabric, and an inexhauftible invention to {upply with
tafte all the cravings of fancy, can give the merit of fuch fuperiority. Perfection
goes no further than the Vigonia clothsof Monf{. Decretot, at 110liv. (41. 16s. 3d.)
the aulne. He' thewed me alfo his cotton-mills, under the direction of two
Englithmen. Near Louviers is a manufacture of copperplates for the bottoms
of the King’s fhips; a colony of Englithmen. I fupped with Monf. Decretot,
pafling a very pleafant evening in the company of fome agreeable ladies, ——
17 miles. , .
The gth. By Guillon to Vernon; the vale flat rich arable. Among the

notes, I had lgng ago taken of objecs to fee in France, was the plantation of
o mulberries,
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mulberries, and the filk eftablithment of the marechal de Belleifle, at Bifly,
near Vernon ; the attempts repeatedly made by the fociety for the encourage-
' ment of arts, at London, to introduce filk into England, had made the
fimilar undertakings in the north of France more interefting. 1 accordingly
made all the enquiries that were neceffary for difcovering the fuccefs of this
meritorious attempt. Bifly is a fine place, purchafed on the death of the duc de
Belleifle by the duc de Penthievre, who has but one amufement, which is that
of varying his refidence at the numerous feats he poffefles in many .parts of the
kingdom. There is fomething rational in this tafte; I thould like myfelf to
have a fcore of farms from the vale of Valencia to the Hnghlands of Scotland, and
to vifit and dire@ their cultivation by turns. From Vernon, crofs the Seine, and
mount the chalk hillsagain ; after which mount again, and to La Roche Guyon, -
the mott fingular place I have feen. Madame d’Anville and the duc de la
Rochefoucauld received me in a manner that would have made me pleafed with
 the place had it been in the midft of a bog. It gave me pleafure to find alfo the
dutchefs de la Rochefoucauld here, with whom I had paffed fo much agreeable
time at Bagnere de Luchon, a thoroughly good woman, with that fimplicity of
chara@er which is banithed by pride of family or foppery of rank. The Abbé
Rochon, the celebrated aftronomer, of the academy of fciences, with fome other
company, which, with the domeftics and trappings of a grand feigneur, gave
‘La Roche Guyon exa&ly the refemblance of the refidence of a great lord in
England. Europe is now fo much affimilated, that if one goes to a houfe where
the fortune is 1§ or 20,000l. a-year, we fhall find in the mode of living much
more refemblance than a young traveller will ever be preparcd to look for,————
23 miles,

3T he 1oth. “This is one of the moft fingular places I have been at. The
chalk rock has been cut perpendicularly, to make room for the chateau.
The kitchen, which is a large one, vaft vaults, and extenfive cellars (magni-
ficently filled by the way) with various other offices, are all cut out of the
rock, with merely fronts of brick; the houfe is large, containing thirty-cight
apartments. ‘The prefent dutchefs has added a handfome faloon of forty-
eight feet long, and well proportioned, with four fine tablets of the Gobelin
tapeftry, alfo a library well filled. Here T was fhewn the ink-ftand that be-
longed to the famous Louvois, the minifter of Louis XIV. known to be the
identical one from which he figned the revocation of the.edi¢t of Nantes, and
I fuppofe alfo the order to Turenne to burn the Palatinate. This marquis de
Louvois was grandfather to the two dutchefles d’Anville and d’Eftiffac, 'who
inherited all his fortune, as well as their own family one of the houfe of La
Rochefoucauld, from which family- I conceive, and not from Louvois, they in-
herited their difpofitions. From the principal apartment, there isa balcony that

: - leads
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leads to the walks which ferpentine up the mountain. Like all French feats,
there is a town, and a great potager to remove before it would be confonant with
Englith ideas. Bifly, the duc de Penthicvre’s, is juft the fame; before the
chateau there is a gently falling vale with a little ftream through it, that might
be made any thing of for /ewning and watering ; exally there, in full front of the
houfe, they have placed a great kitchen-garden, with walls enough for a for~
trefs. The houfes of the poor people here, as on the Loire in Touraine, are bur-
rowed into the chalk rock, and have a fingular appearance: here are two ftreets
of them, one above another ; they are afferted to be wholefome, warm in winter,
and cool in fummer, but others thought differently ; and that they were bad for
* the health of the inhabitants. The duc de la Rochefoucauld had the kindnefs
to order the fteward to give me all the information I wanted relative to the agri-
culture of the country, and to fpeak to fuch perfons as were neceffary on points
that he was in doubt about. At an Englith nobleman’s, there would have been
three or four farmers afked to meet me, who would have dined with the family
amongft ladies of the firft rank. I do not exaggerate, when I fay, that I have
had this at leaft an hundred times in the firft houfes of our iflands. It is, how-
ever, a thing that in the prefent ftate of manners in France, would not be met -
with from Calais to Bayonne, except by chance in the houfe of fome great lord

that had been much in England *, and then not unlefs it was afked for. The.
nobility in France have no more idea of prattifing agriculture, and making it an

obje& of converfation, except on the mere theory, as they would fpeak of a loom
or a bowfprit, than of any other obje&t the moft remote from their habits and
- purfuits. I do not fo much blame them for this negle®, as I do that herd of
vifionary and abfurd writers on agriculture, who, from their chambers in cities,

have, with an impertinence almoft incredible, deluged France with nonfenfe and

theory, enough to difguft and ruin the whole nobility of the kingdom.

The 12th. Part with regrct from a focnety I had every reafon to be pleafed
with.———35 miles. -

The 13th. The 20 miles to Rouen, the fame features. Firft view of Rouen
fudden and ftriking ; but the road doublmg, in order to turn more gently down
the hill, prefents from an elbow the fineft view of a town I have ever feen ; the
whole city, with all its churches and conyents, and its cathedral proudly riﬁng in
the midft, fills the vale. The river prefents ane reach, croffed by the bridge,
and then dividing into two fine channels, forms a large ifland covered with wood ;
the reft of the vale of verdure and cultivation, of gardens and habitations, finith
the fcene, in perfe@ unifon with the great city that forms the capital feature.
Wait on Monf. d’Ambournay, fecretary of the fociety of agriculture, who was

* ] once knew it at the duc de Liancourt’s,
02 abfent
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abfent when I was here before ; we had an interefting converfation on agricul~
-ture, and on the means of encouraging it. I found, from this very ingenious
gentleman, that his plan of ufing madder green, which many years ago made
fo much noife in the agricultural world, is not pratifed at prefent any where ;
but he continues to think it perfectly practicable. In the evening to the play,
where Madame Cretal, from Paris, a¢ted Ninz ; and it proved the richeft treat I
have received from the French theatre. She performed it with an inimitable ex-
preflion, with a tendernefs, a nasver?, and an elegance withal, that maftered -
every feeling of the heart, againft which the piece was written: her expreffion
is as delicious, as her countenance is beautiful ; in her acing, nothing over-
charged, but all kept within the fimplicity of nature. The houfe was crouded,
garlands of flowers and laurel were thrown on the ftage, and the was crowned
by the other aGors, but modeftly removed them from her head, as often as thcy

were placed there.———20 miles.
The 14th. Take the road to. Dieppe. Meadows in the vale well watered, and

hay now making. Sleep at Tote.——17% miles.

The 15th. To Dieppe. I was lucky enough to find the paffage-boat ready
to fail ; go on board with my faithful fure-footed blind friend. I fhall pro-
bably never ride her again, but all my feclmgc prevent my felling her in
France.~—Without eyes fhe has carried me in fafety above 1500 miles ; and
for the reft of her life fhe fhall have no other mafter than myfelf; could I
afford it, this thould be her laft labour: fome p]oughmg, however, on my farm,
the will perform for me, I dare fay, cheerfully.

Landing at the neat, new-built town of Brighthelmftone, offers a much
greater contraft to Dieppe, which is old and dirty, than Dover does to Calais ;
and in the caftle inn I feemed for a while to be in fairy land ; but I paid for the
enchantment. The next day tolord Sheffield’s, ahoufe I never go to, but toreceive
equal pleafure and inftruction. Ilonged to make one for a few days in the even-
ing library circle, but I took it ftrangely into my head, from one or two expref-
fions, merely accidental, in the converfation, coming after my want of letters to
France, that I had certainly loft achild in my abfence ; and I hurried to London
next morning, where I had the pleafure of finding my alarm a falfe one ; letters
enough had been written, but all failed. To Bradfield.===202 miles.

1789.
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MY two preceding journies had croffed the whole weftern half of France, irr
various dire@ions ; and the information I had received in making them, had
made me as much a mafter of the general hufbandry, the foil, management and
productions, as could be expeted, without penetrating in every corner, and refid-
ing long in various ftations, a method of furveying fuch a kingdom as France, that’
would demand feveral lives inftead of years. The eaftern part of the kingdom re-
mained. The great mafs of country, formed by the triangle, whofe three points
are Paris, Strafbourg and Moulins, and the mountainous region S. E. of the
laft town, prefented in the map an ample {pace, which it would be neceffary tor
pafs before I could have fuch an idea of the kingdom as I had planned the ac-
quifition ; I determined to make this third effort, in order to accomplifh a defignt
which appeared more and more important, the more I reflected on it; and:
lefs likely to be executed by thofe whofe powers are better adapted to the under-
taking than mine. The meeting of the States General of France allo, who
were now affembled, made it the more neceflary to lofe no time; for in all hu-.
man probability, that affembly will be the epoch of a new conftitution, which
will have new effe@s, and, for what I know, attended with a new agriculture ;.
and to have the regal fun in fuch a kingdom, both rife and fet without the terri--
tory being known, muft of neceflity be regretted by every man folicitous for
real political knowledge. The events of a century and half, including the bril-
liant reign of Louis XIV. will for ever render the fources of the French power
interefting to mankind, and particularly that its ftate may be known previous to
the eftablithment of an improved government, as the comparifon of the effects
of the.old and new fyftem will be not a little curious in future.

June 2. To London. At night, I/ Generofité & Aleflandro, by Tarchi, in
which Signor Marchefi exerted his power, and fung a duet, that made me
for fome moments forget all the theep and pigs of Bradfield. I was, however,
much better entertained after it, by fupping at my friend Dr. Burney’s, and meet-
ing Mifs Burney ; how feldom it is that we can meet two characters at once in
whom great celebrity deduts nothing from private amiablenefs : how many
dazzling ones that we have no defire to live with | give me fuch as to great ta~

Jents, add the qualities that make us wifh to fbut up doors with them.
~ The3d. Nothing buzzing in my ears but the féte given laft night by tlie
Spanith ambaffador. The beft féte of the prefent period is that which. ten-mil~
Hons of people are giving to themfelves,

"The feaft of reafon and the flow of foul,
The
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“The animated feelings of bofoms beating with gratltude for the efcape of one com-
‘mon calamity, and the thrilling hope of the continuance of common bleffings.
Meet the count de Berchtold at Mr. Songa’s; a reach of good fenfe and im-
portant views :—Why does not the Emperor call him to his own country, and
make him his prime minifter? The world will never be well governed till

~ princes know their fubjecs. ' '

The 4th. To Dover in the machine, with two merchants from Stockholm,
a German and a Swede ; we fhall be companions to Paris. I am more likely
. to learn fomething ufeful from the converfation of a Swede anda German, than
from the chance medley Englithmen of a ftage-coach.———72 miles.

The 5th. Paffage to Calais; 14 hours for reflettion in a vehicle that does
not allow one power to refle@.——21 miles. '

The 6th. A Frenchman and his wife, and a French teacher from Ireland,
full of foppery and affe@ation, which her own nation did not give her, were our
company, with a young good-natured raw countryman of hers, at whom fhe
played off many airs and graces. The man and his wife contrived to produce a
pack of cards, to banifh, they faid, /’enuye of the journey ; but they contrived
alfo to fleece the young fellow of five louis. This is the firt French diligence
1 have been in, and fhall be the laft ; they are deteftable. Sleep at Abbeville,——

8 miles.

7 Thefe men and womcn, girls and boys, think themfelves (except the Swede)
very cheerful becaufe very noify ; thcy have ftunned me with finging ; my ears
‘have been fo tormented with French airs, that I would almoft as foon have rode
the journey blindfold on anafs. This is what the French call good fpirits ; no
truly chearful emotion in their bofoms; filent or finging; but for conver-
fation they bad none. I lofe all patience in fuch company. Heaven fend me a
blind mare rather than another diligence | We were all this night, as well as a]l
the day, on the road, and reached Paris at nine in the morning.—— 102 miles.

The 8th. To my friend Lazowifki, to know where were the lodgings I had
written him to hire me, but my good dutchefs d’Eftiflac would not allow him
to execute my commiffion. I found an apartment in her hotel prepared for me.
Paris is at prefent in fuch a ferment about the States General, now holding at
Verfailles, that converfation is abfolutely abforbed by them. Not a word of any
- thing elfe talked of. Every thing is confidered, and juftly o, as important in_
fuch a crifis of the fate of four-and-twenty millions of people. It is now a feri-
ous contention whether the reprefentatives are to be called the Commons or the
Tiers Etat ; they call themfelves fteadily the former, while the court and the
great lords reje the term with a fpecies of apprchenf jon, as if it involved a-
meaning not eafily to be fathomed. But this point is of little confequence, com-
pared with another, that has kept the flates for fomcume in ina&ivity, the veri-
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fication of their power feparately or in common. The nobility and the clergy
demand the former, but the Commons fteadily refufe it; the reafon why a
circumftance, apparently of no great confequence, is thus tenacioufly regarded,
. is that it may decide their fitting for the future in feparate houfes or in one.
Thofe who are warm for the intereft of the people declare that.it will be im-*
poffible to reform fome of the groffeftabufes in the ftate, if the nobility, by fitting
in a feparate chamber, fhall have a negative on the wifhes of the people: and
that to give fuch a vezo to the clergy would be ftill more prepofterous ; if there-
fore, by the verification of their powers in one chamber, they Thall once come
together, the popular party hope that there will remain, no power afterwards to
feparate. The nobility and clergy forefee the fame refult, and will not therefore
agree to it. In this dilemma it is curious to remark the fee/ings of the moment.
It is not my bufine(s to write memoirs of what pafles, but I am intent to catch,
as well as I can, the opinions of the day moft prevalent. While I remain at Paris,
I fhall fee people of all defcriptions, from the coffee-houfe politicians to the
leaders in the ftates; and the chief obje of fuch rapid notes as I throw on paper,
will be to catch the ideas of the moment; to compare them afterwards with the
aCtual events that fhall happen, will afford amufement at leaft. The moft pro-
minent feature that appears at prefent is, that an idea of common intereft and
common danger does not feem to unite thofe, who, if not united, may find them-
felves too weak to oppofe the common danger that muft arife from the people
being fenfible of a ftrength the refult of tbesr weaknefs. The king, court,
nobility, clergy, army, and parliament, are nearly in the fame fituation. All
thefe confider, with equal dread, the ideas of liberty, now afloat; except the
firft, who, for reafons obvious to thofe who know his character, troubles him-
felf little, even with circumftances that concern his power the moft intimately.
Among the reft, the feeling of danger is common, and they would unite, were there
a head to render it eafy, in order to do without the ftates 3t all. That the com-
mons themf{elves look for fome fuch hoftile union as more than probable, appears
from an idea which gains ground, that they will find it neceffary thould the other
two orders continue to unite with them in one chamber, to declare themfelves
boldly the reprefentatives of the kingdom at large, calling on the nobility and
clergy to take their places—and to enter upon deliberations of bufinefs with-
out them, thould they refufe it. All converfation at prefent is on this topic, but
opinions are more divided than I thould have expected. There feem to be many
who hate the clergy fo cordially, that rather than permit them to form a diftin&t
chamber would venture on a new fyftem, dangerous as it might prove.

The gth. The bufinefs going forward at prefent in the pamphlet fhops of
Parisisincredible. I went to the Palais Royal to fee what new things were pub-
lithed, and to procure a catalogue of all. Every hour produces fomcthi'xrl‘ ii;leW-

irteen
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Thirteen came out to-day, fixteen yefterday, and ninety-two laft week. We
think fometimes that Debrett’s or Stockdale’s thops at London are crouded,
but they are mere deferts, compared to Defein’s, and fome others here, in which
one can dcarcely fqueeze from the door to the counter. The price of print-
ing two years ago was from-27 liv. to 30liv. per fheet, but now it is from 6o liv.
to 8o liv. This fpirit of reading political tracts, they fay, fpreads into the pro-
vinees, fo that all the prefles of France are equally employed. Nineteen-
twentieths of thefe produtions are in favour of liberty, and commonly violent
againft the clergy and nobility ; I have to-day befpoken many of this defcription,
that have reputation ; but enquiring for fuch as had appeared on the other fide of
the queftion, to my aftonithment I find there are but two or three that have merit
enough to be known. Is it not wonderful, that while the prefs teems with the
moft levelling and even feditious principles, that if put in execution would over-
turn the monarchy, nothing in reply appears, and not the leaft ftep is taken by
the court to reftrain this extreme licentioufnefs of publication. It is eafy to
conceive the fpirit that muft thus be raifed among the people. But the. coffee-
houfes in the Palais Royal prefent yet more fingular and aftonithing fpetacles ;
they are not only- crouded within, but other cxpeé'tant crouds are at the doors
and windows, liftening a gorge deployé to certain orators, who.from chairs or
tables harrangue each his little audience: the eagernefs with which they are
heard, and the thunder of applaufe they receive for every fentiment of more than
common hardinefs or violence againft the prefent government, cannot ea(ly be
imagined. I am all. amazement at the miniftry permitting fuch nefts and hot-
beds of fedition and revolt, which diffeminate amongft the people, every hour,
principles that by and by muft be oppofed with vigour, and therefore it feems
little thort of madnefs to allow the propagation at prefent. :

The 1oth. Every . thing confpu'es to render the prefcnt pcnod in
France critical : -the want of bread is terrible: accounts arrive every mo-
ment,from the provinces of riots and difturbances, and calling in the military,
to preferve the peace of the markets. The prices reported are the fame
as I found at Abbeville and Amiens §/. (24d.) a pound for white bread,
and 31/ to 4/ for the.common fort, eaten by the poor: thefe rates are
beyond their faculties, and occafion great mifery. At Meudon, the police,
that is to fay the intendant, ordered that no wheat thould be fo]d on the market
without the perfon taking at the fame time an equal quantity of barley. What
2 ftupid and ridiculous regulation, to lay obftacles on the fupply, in order to be
better fupphed and to thew the people the fears and apprehenfions of govern-
ment, creating thereby an alarm, and raifing the price at the very moment they
wifh to fink it. I have had fome converfation on this topic with well informed
perfons, who have aflured me; that the price is, as ufual, much higher than the
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proportion of the crop demanded, and there would have been no real fcarcity
if Mr. Necker would have let the corn-trade alone ; but his edi@s of reftriction,
which have been mere comments on his book on the legiflation of corn, have
operated more to raife the price than all other caufes together. It appears plain
to me, that the violent friends of the commons are not difpleafed at the high
price of corn, which feconds their views greatly, and makes any appeal to the
common feeling of the people more eafy, and much more to their purpofe than
if the price was low. Three days paft, the chamber of the clergy contrived a
cunning propofition ; it was to fend a deputation to the commons, propofing to
name a commiffion from the three orders to take into confideration the mifery of
the people, and to deliberate on'the means of lowering the price of bread. - This
would have led to the deliberation by order, and not by heads, confequently muft
be reje@ed, but unpopularly fo from the fituation of the people : the commons
were equally dextrous ; in their reply, they prayed and conjured the clergy to
join them in the common hall of the ftates to deliberate, which was no foonér
reported at Paris than the clergy became doubly an objet of hatred; and it
became a queftion with the politicians of the Caffé¢ de Toy, whether it was not
lawful for the commons to decree the application of their eftates towards eafing
the diftrefs of the peaple ?

The i1th. I have been in much company all day, and canmot*but remark,
that there feem to be no fettled ideas of the beft means of forming a new con-
ftitution. Yefterday the Abbé Syeyes made a motion in the houfe of commons,
to declare boldly to the privileged orders, that if they will not join the commons,
the latter will proceed in the national bufinefs without them ; and the houfe de-
creed it, with a fmall amendment. This caufes much converfation on what
will be the confequence of fuch a proceeding ; and on the contrary, on what may
flow from the nobility and clergy continuing fteadily to refufe_to join the com~
mons, and fhould they fo proceed, to proteft againft all they decree, and appeal
to the King to diffolve the- ftates, and recal them in fuch a form as miy be
practicable for bufinefs. In thefe moft interefting difcuffions, I find a general-ig~
norance of the principles of government; a ftrange and unaccountable appeal,,
on one fide, to ideal and vifionary rights of nature; and, on the other, no
fcttled plan that {hall give fecurity to the people for being in future in a much
better fituation than hitherto ; a fecurity abfolutely neceflary. But the nobility,,
with the principles of great lords that I converfe with, are moft dilguftingly te-
nacious of all old rights, howcver hard they may bear on the peaple ;. they will.
not hear of giving way in the leaft to the fpirit of liberty, beyond the point of
faying equal land-taxes, which they hold to be all that can with reafon be de--
manded. The popular party, on the other hand, feem to.confider all liberty as.

depending on the privileged clafies being loft, and outvoted in the order of the
' P , commans,,
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commons, at leaft for making the new conftitution ; and when I urge the great
probability, that.thould they once unite, there will remain no power of ever
feparating them ; -and that in fuch cafe, they will have a very queftionable con-
ftitution, perhaps a very bad one; I am always told, that the firft obje@ muft
be for the people to get the power of doing good; and that it is no argument
againft fuch a conduét to urge that an ill ufe may be made of it. Butamong fuch
men, the common idea is, that any thing tending towards a feparate order, like
our houfe of lords, is. abfolutely inconfiftent with liberty; all which feems
perfe@tly wild and unfounded. ,

The 12th. To the royal fociety of agriculture, which meets at the Aboze/
de ville, and of which being an gffocsé, I voted, and received a fezfom, which
is a fmall medal given to the members, every time they attend, in order to in-
duce them to mind the bufinefs of their inftitution ; it is the fame at all royal

academies, &c. and amounts, in a year, to a confiderable and ill-judged ex-

pence ; for what good is to be expected from. men who would go only to receive
their ferton?2 Whatever the motive may be, it feems well attended : near thirty
were prefent; among them Parmentier, vice-prefident, Cadet de Vaux, Fourcroy,
Tillet, Defmarets, Brouflonet, fecretary, and Creté de Palieul, at whofe farm

1 was two years ago, and who is the only pracical farmer in the fociety. The

.- fecretary reads the titles of the papers prefented, and gives fome little account
of them ; but they are not read unlefs particularly interefting, then memoirs
are read by the members, or reports of references; and when they difcufs or
debate, there is no order, but all fpeak together as in a warm private converfa-
tion. The Abbé Reynal has given them 1200 liv. (52l. 10s.) for a premium
on fome important fubje& and my opinion was afked what it fhould be given
for. Give it, I replied, in fome way for the introduion of turnips. But that
they conceive to be an obje& of impoffible attainment ; they have done fo much,

and the government fo much more, and all in vain, that they confider itasa -

hopelefs obje@. I did not tell thém that all hitherto done has been abfolute
folly ; and that the right way to begin, was to undo every thing done. Iam
never prcfent at any focieties of agriculture, either in France or England, but
I am much in doubt with myfelf whether, when beft condu@ed, they do moft
good or mifchief ; that is, whether thé benefits a national agriculiure may by
great chance owe to them, are not more than counterbalanced by the harm
they effect ; by turning the public attention to frivolous objeds, inftead of im-
portant ones, or drefling important ones in fuch a garb as to make them trifles ?
The only fociety that could be really ufeful would be that which, in the
- culture of*a large farm, thould exhibit a perfe® example of good hufbandry,
for the ufe of fuch as would refort to it ; confequently one that thould confift
folely of practical men; and then query whcthcr many good cooks would not
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fpoil a good dith. The ideas of the public on the’ great bufinefs gomo on at
Verfailles change daily and even hourly. It now feems the opinion, that'the
commons, in their late violent vote, have gone too far ; and that the union of
the nobility, clergy, army, parliament, and King, will be by far too mhany for
them ; fuch an union is faid to be in agitation ; and that the count d’Artois, the
Queen, and the party ufually known by her name, are taking fteps to effet it,
againft the moment when the proceedings of the commons fhall make it necef- .
fary to a& with unity and vigour. The abolition of the parliaments is common

converfation among the popular leaders, as a ftep eflentially neceffary ; becaufe,

while they exift, they are tribunals to which the court can have refort, fhould

they be inclined to take any ftep againft the exiftence of the lates: thofe bodies -
are alarmed, and fee with deep regret, that their refufal to regifter the royal

edi&s, has created a power in the nation not only hatftile, but dangerous to their

own exiftence. Itis now very well known and underftood on all hands, that

fhould the King get rid of the ftates, and govern on any tolerable principles, all

his edi@s would be enregiftered by all the parliaments.’ In the dilemma and

apprehenfion of the moment, the people look very much to the duc d’Orleans, as

to a head ; but with palpable and- general ideas of diftruft and want of confi-

dence; thcy regret his chari&er, and lament that they cannot depend on him in
any fevere and difficult trial : thcy conceive him to be without fteadinefs, and

" that his greateft apprehenfion is to be exiled from the pleafures of Paris, and

tell of many littleneffes he pradifed before, to be recalled from banithment.

" They are, however, fo totally without a head, that they are contented to look

to him as one; and are highly pleafed with what is every moment reported, that
he is determined ‘to go at the head of a party of the nobility, and verify their

powers in common with the commons. All agree, that had he firmnefs, in

addition to his vaft revenue of feven millions (306,250l.) and four more

(175,000l.) in reverfion, after the death of his father-in-law, the duc de Pen~

thievre, he might, at the head of the popular caufe. do any thing.

The 13th. In the morning to the King’s library, which I had not feen when
before at Paris ; it is-a vaft apartment, and, as all the world knows, nobly filled. -
Every thing is provided to accommodate thofe who wifh to read or tranfcribe—
of whom there were fixty or feventy prefent. Along the middle of the rooms
are glafs cafes, containing models of the inftruments of many trades preferved
for the benefit of pofterity, being made on the moft exact fcale of propor-
tion ; among others the potter, founder, brickmaker, chymift, &c. &c. and
lately added a very large one of the Englith garden, moft miferably imagined;
but with all this not a plough, or an iota of agriculture ; yet a farm might be
much eafier reprefented than the garden they have attempted, and with infinitely
more ufe. I have no doubt but there may arife many cafes, in which the pre-~
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fervation of infltrumients unaltered, may be of confiderable utility ; I think I fee
clearly, that fuch a ufe would refult in agriculture, and if fo, why not in other
arts? Thefe cafes of models, however, have fo much the air of childrens® play-
houfes, that I would not anfwer for my little girl, if I had her here, not crying
for them. At the dutchefs of d’Anville’s, where meet the archbithop of Aix,
‘bithop of Blois, Prince de Laon, and duc and dutchefs de la Rochefoucauld,
the three laft of my old Bagnere de Luchon acquaintance, lord and lady
Camelford, lord Eyre, &c. &c.

All this day I hear nothing but anxiety of expeCation for what the crifis in the
ftates will produce. The embarrafiment of the moment is extreme. Every one
agrees that there is no miniftry: the Queen is clofely conne&ing herfelf with the
party of the princes, with the count d’Artois at their head; who are all fo adverfe
to Monf. Necker that every thing is in confufion: but the King, who is
. perfonally the honefteft man in the world, has but one wifh, which is to do

right; yet, being without thofe decifive parts that enable a man to forefee
difficulties and to avoid them, finds himfelf in a moment of fuch extreme per-
plexity, that he knows not what council to take refuge in : itis faid that Monf.
Necker is alarmed for his power, and anecdote reports things to his difadvan-
tage, which probably are not true:—of his trimming—and attempting to
conne& himfelf with the Abbé de Vermont, reader to the Queen, and who has
great influence in all affairs in which he chufes to interfere; this is hardly
credible, as that party are known to be exceedingly adverfe to Monf(. Necker;
and it is even faid, that, as the count d’Artois, Madame de Polignac, and a
f~w others were, but two days ago, walking in the private garden of Verfailles
they met Madame Necker, and defcended even to hifling her: if half this is
true, it is plain enough that this minifter muft fpeedily retire. All who adhere
to the antient conflitution, or rather government, confider him as their mortal
enemy; they affert, and truly, that he came in under circumftances that would
have enabled him: to do every thing he pleafed—he had King and kingdom at
command—but that the errors he was guilty of, for want of fome fettled plan,
have been the caufe of all the dilemmas experienced fince. . They accufe him
heavily of affembling the notables, asa falfe ftep that did nothing but mifchief :
and aflert that his letting the king.go to the ftates-general, before their powers
‘were verified, and the neceffary fteps taken to keep the orders feparate, after
giving double the reprefentation to the #fers to that of the other two orders, was
madnefs. That he ought to have appointed commiffaries to have received the
verification before admittance : ‘they accufe him further of having done all this
through an exceflive and infufferable vanity, whicH gave him the idea of guid- .
ing the deliberation of the ftates by his knowledge and reputation. The cha-
raéter of a man, drawn by his enemies, muft neceffarily be charged ; but thefe
Coe are
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are hlS features here, of which all parties recognize fome truth, however rejoiced
they may be that error was a part of his conftitution. It is ‘exprefsly afferted by
M. Necker’s moft intimate friends, that he has aced with good faith, and that he
has been in principle a friend to the regal power, as well as to an amelioration
of the condition of the people. The worft thing I know of him is his fpeech to
the ftates on their aflembling,—a great opportunity, but loft,—no great leading
or matfterly views,—no decifion on circumftances in which the people ought to-
be relieved, and new principles of government adopted ;——it is the {peech you
would expe@ from a banker’s clerk of fome ability. Concerning it there is an
anecdote worth inferting ; he knew his voice would not enable him to go through
the whole of it, in fo large a room, and to fo numerous an affembly; and
therefore he had fpoken to Monf. de Brouffonet, of the academy of fciences, and
fecretary to the royal fociety of agriculture, to be in readinefs to read it for him..
He had been prefent at an -annual general mcetmg of that focnety, when Monf.
Brouflonet had read a difcourfe with a powerful piercing voice, that was heard
diftiné&ly to the greateft diftance. This gentleman attended him feveral times.
to take his inftructions, and be fure of underftanding the interlineations that. were
made, even after the fpeech was finithed. M. Brouﬁ'onct was with him the even-
" ing before the affembly of the ftates, at nine o’clock : and next day, when he came
to read it in public, he found ftill more corre@ions and alterations, which:
Monf. Necker had made after quitting him ; they were chiefly in ftile, and thew
“how very folicitous he was in regard to the form and decoration of his matter :
the ideas in my opinion wanted this attention more than the ftile. Monf.
Brouflonet himfelf told me this little anecdote. This morning in the ftates three
cureés of Poitou have joined themfelves to the commons, for the verification
of their powers, and were received with a kind of madnefs of applaufe ; and
this eyening at Paris nothing elfe is talked of. The nobles have been all day in
debate, without coming to any conclufion, and haveadjourned to Monday.

The 14th. "To the king’s garden, where Mon{. Thouin had the goodnefs
to {hew me fome {mall experiments he has made on plants that promife greatly
for the farmer, " particularly the lathyrus biennis*, and the melilotus fyberica*,
which now make an immenfe figure for forage ; both are biennial ; but will
- laft three or four years if not feeded ; the Achillea fyberica promifes well, and an
afiragalus; he has promifed me feeds. The Chinefe hemp has perfected its feeds,
which it had not done before in France. 'The more I fee of Monf. Thouin the
better I like him, he isone of the moft amiable men I know.

To the repofitory of the royal machines, which Monf. Vandermond fhewed and
explained to me, with great readfriefs and politenefs. What ftruck me moft was

# ] have fince cultivated thefe plants in fmall quantities, and believe them to be a very important object.
;s Monf,
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Monf. Vaucuflon’s machine for making achain, which I was told Mr. Watt of
Birmingham admired very much, at which my attendants feemed not difpleafed.
Another for making the cogs indented in iron wheels. There is a chaff cutter,
from an Englifh original ; and a model of the nonfenfical plough to go without
horfes, thefe are the only ones in agriculture. Many of very ingenious contri-
vance for winding filk, &c. In the eveningto the theatre Frangoife, the Siege
of Calais, by Monf. de Belloy, nota good, but a popular performance.

It is now decided by the popular leaders, that they will move to-morrow to
declare all taxes illegal not raifed by authority of the ftates general, but to grant
them immediately for a term ; either for two years, or for the duration of the pre-
fent feffion of the ftates. This plan is highly approved at Paris by all friends of
liberty ; and it is certainly a rational mode of proceeding, founded on juft prin-
ciples, and will involve the court in a great dilemma.

The 15th, This has been a rich day, and fuch an one as ten ycars ago none
could believe would everarrivein France; a very important debate being expe@ted
on what, in our houfe of commons, would be termed the ftate of - the. nation.
My friend Mon{. Lazowiki and myfelf were at Verfailles by elght in the morn-
ing. We went immediately to the hall of the ftates to fecure good feats in the
gallery; we found fome deputies already there, and a pretty numerous audience
colle®ed. The room is too large; none but ftentorian lungs, or the fineft
cleareft voices can be heard; however the very fize of the apartment, which
admits 2000 people, gave a dignity to the fcene. It was indeed an interetting
one. The fpe@acle of the reprefentatives of twenty-five millions of people, juft
emerging from the evils of 200 years of arbitrary power, .and rifing to the
bleflings of a freer conftitution, affembled with open doors under the eye of the
public, was framed to call into animated feelings every latent fpark, every
emotion of a liberal bofom. To banith whatever ideas might intrude of their
being a people too often hoftile to my own country,~and to dwell with pleafure
on the glorious idea of happinefs to a great nation—of felicity to millions yet.un-
born. Monf. ’Abbé Syeyes opened the debate. He is one of the moft zealous
fticklers for the popular caufe ; carries his ideas not to a regulation of the prefent
government, which he thinks too bad to be regulated at all, but withes to fee
it abfolutely overturned ; being in fa& a violent republican : this is the charac-
ter he commonly bcars, and in his pamphlets he feems pretty much to juttify
fuch an idea. He fpeaks ungracefully, and uneloquently, but loglcally, or rather
reads fo, for he read his fpeech, which was prepared. His motion, or rather
ftring of motions, was to declare themfelves the reprefentatives known and
venfied of the French nation, admitting the right of all abfent deputies (the
nobility and clergy) to be received among .them on the verification of their
powers. Monf, de Mirabeau {poke without notes, for near an hour, with a

warmth,
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warmth, animation, and eloquence, that entitles him to the reputation of an un-
doubted orator. He oppofed the words known and wverified, in the propofition of
Abbé Syeyes, with great force of reafoning ; and propofed, in lieu, that they fhould
declare themfelves fimply Reprefentatives du peuple Frangoife: that no werts .
thould exift againft their refolves in any other aflembly: that all taxes are
illcga]; but thould be granted during the prefent fefion of the ftates, and no
longer: that the debt of the king fhould become the debt of the nation, and
be fecured on funds accordingly. Mon{. de Mirabeau was well heard, and his
propofition much applauded. Mon{. de Mounier, a deputy from Dauphine, of
great reputation, and who has alfo publifhed fome pamphlets, very well approved
by the public, moved a different refolution, to declare themfelves the legiti-
mate reprefentatives of the majority of the nation: that they fhould vote by
head and not by order: and that they fhould never acknowledge any right in
the reprefentatives of the clergy or nobility to deliberate feparately. Monf.
Rabaud St. Etienne, a proteftant from Langpedoc, alfo an author, who
has written in the prefent affairs, and a man of confiderable talents, fpoke alfo,
and made his propofition, which was to declare themfelves the reprefentatives
of the people of France; to declare all taxes null; to regrant them during the
fitting of the ftates; to verify and confolidate the debt; and to vote a loan,
All which were well approved except the loan, which was not at all to the
feeling of the affembly. This gentleman fpeaks clearly and with precifion,
and only paffages of his fpeech from notes. Monf. Bernarve, a very young
man, from Grenoble, fpoke without notes with great warmth and animation.
‘Some of his periods were fo well rounded, and fo eloquently delivered, that he
met with much applaufe, feveral members crying—bravo! .

In regard to their general method of proceeding, there are two circumflances
in which they are very deficient: the fpe@ators in the galleries are allowed to
interfere in the debates by clapping their hands, and other noify expreflions
of approbation: this is grofily indecent; it is alfo dangerous; for, if they
are permitted to exprefs approbation, they are, by parity of reafon, allowed
expreflions of * diflfent; and they may hifs as well as clap; which, it is faid,
they have fometimes done :—this would be, to over-rule the debate, and in-
fluence the deliberations. Another circumftance, is the want of order among
themfelves ; mote than once to-day there were an hundred members on their
legs at a time, and Monf. Baillie abfolutely without power to keep order.
‘This arifes very much from complex motions being admitted ; to move a decla-
ration relative to their title, to their powers, to taxes, to a loan, &c. &ec. all in
one propofition, appears to Englith ears prepofterous, and certainly is fo. Spe-
cific motions, founded on fingle and fimple propofitions, can alone produce or-
der in debate ; for it is endlefs to have five hundred members declaring tlf:eir

. ‘ reafons
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reafons of affent to one part of a complex propofition, and their diffent to an-
other part. A debating aflembly fhould not proceed to any bufinefs whatever
till they have fettled the rules and orders of their proceedings, which can only
be done by taking thofe of other experienced affemblies, confirming them as
they find ufeful, and altering fuch as require to be adapted to different circum-
ftances. The rules and orders of debate in the houfe of commons of England,
as I afterwards took the liberty of mentioning to Monf. Rabaud St. Etienne,
might have been taken at once in Mr. Hatfel’s book, and would have faved
them at léaft a fourth of their time. They adjourned for dinner. Dined our-
felves with the duc de Liancourt, at his apartments in the palace, meeting twenty
_ deputies.—I fat by M. Rabaud St. Etienne, and had much converfation with

him ; they all fpeak with equal confidence on the fall of defpotifm. They fore-
fec, that attempts, very adverf¢ to the fpirit of liberty will be made, but the fpirit
of the people is too much excited at prefent to be cruthed any more. Finding
that the queftion of to-day’s debate cannot be decided to-day, and thatin all
probability it will be unfinithed even to-morrow, as the number that will {fpeak
on it is very great, return in the evening to Paris.

‘The 16th. To Dugny, ten miles from Paris, again with Monf. de Brouflo-
net, to wait on Mon{. Creté de Palieul, the only pra&ical farmer in the fociety
- of agriculture. M. Brouffonet, than whom no man can be more cager for the
honour and improvement of agriculture, was defirous that I thould witnefs the
pra&ice and improvements of a gentleman who ftands fo high in the lift of good
French farmers. Called firft on the brother of Monf. Creté who at prefent
has the pofle, and confequently 140 horfes; walked over his farm, and the
crops he fhewed me of wheat and oats were on the whole very fine, and fome
of them fuperior ; but I.muft confefs I fthould have been better pleafed with
them if he had not had his ftables fo well filled with a view different from that
of the farm. And to look for.a courfe of crops in France is vain; he fows
white corn twice, thrice, and even four times in fucceflion. At dinner, &c.
had much converfation with the two brothers, and with fome other neighbour-
ing cultivators prefent on this point, in which I recommended either turnips or
eabbages, according to the foil, for breaking their rotations of white corn. But
every one of them, except Monf. de Brouflonet, was againft me; they de-
manded, Can we fow wheat after turnips and cabbages ? On a fmall portion
you may and with great fuccefs; but the time of confuming the greater part of
the crop renders it impoffible. That is fufficient, if we cannot fow wheat after
them, they cannot be good in France. This idea is every where nearly the fame
in that kingdom. I then faid, that they might have half their land under
wheat, and yet be good farmers; thus—1. Beans ;—2. Wheat ;j—3. Tares ;—

4. Wheat ;—;5. Clover ;—6. Wheat s=—this they approvcd better of, but thought
their
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their own courfes more profitable. But the moft interefting circumftance of
their farms is the chicory (chicorium intybus). 1 had the fatisfaion to find,
that Monf. Creté de Palieul had as great an opinion of it as ever; that his bro-
ther had adopted it; that it was very flourithing on both their farms; and on
thofe of their neighbours alfo : I never fee this plant but I congratulate myfelf
on having travelled for fomething more than to write in my clofet; and that.
the introdu@ion of it in England would alone, if no other refult had flowed
from one man’s exiftence, have been enough to thew that he did not live in
vain. Of this excellent plant,, and Monf. Creté’s experiments on it, more elfe~
where.

The 17th. All converfation on the motion of I’ Abbé Syeyes being accepted,
yet that of the count de Mirabeau better relithed. But his charaer is a dead
weight upon him ; there is a fufpicion that he has received 1co,000l. liv. from
the Queen ; a blind, improbable report ; for his condu¢t would in every proba-n
bility be very different had any fuch tranfaction taken place : but when a man’s
life has not paffed free from grofs errors, to ufe the mildeft language, fufpicions
are ever ready to fix on him, even when he is as free from what ought at the
moment to give the imputation as any the moft immaculate of their pa-
triots. This report brings out others from their lurking holes; that he

_publifhed, at her inftigation, the anecdotes of the court of Berlin; and that
the King of Pruffia, knowing the caufes of that publication, circulated the

memoirs of Madame de la Motte all-over Germany. Such are the eternal
tales, fufpicions, and improbabilities for which Paris has always been fo
famous. One clearly, however, gathers from the complexion of conver-
fation, even on the moft ridiculous topics, provided of a public nature, how
far, and for what reafon, confidence is lodged in certain men. In every com-
pany, of every rank, you hear of the count de Mirabeau’s talents ; that he is one
of the firft pens of France, and the firft orator; ant yet that he could not car-
ry from confidence fix votes on any queftion in the ftates. His writings, how-
ever, {pread in Paris and the provinces: he publithed a journal of the ftates,
written for a few days with fuch force, and fuch feverity, that it was filenced
by an exprefs edit of government. This is attributed to Monf. Necker, who
was treated in it with fo little ceremony, that his vanity was wounded to the
quick. The number of fubfcribers to the journal was fuch, that I have heard
the profit, to Mon{. Mirabeau, calculated at 8o,000 liv. {3,50el.) a year..
Since its fuppreffion, he publithes once or twice a week a fmall pamphlet, to-
anf{wer the fame purpofe of giving an account of the debates, or rather obferva-
tions on them, entitled 1, 2, 3, &c. Lettre des Comte de Mirabeai a fos Commet-
zans, which, though violent, farcaftic, and fevere, the court has not thought
proper to ftop, refpeting, I fupp ofe, its title. It is a weak and miferable con~

Q_ duct,
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du@&, to fingle out any particular publication for prohibition, while the prefs
groans with innumerable productions, whofe tendency is abfolutely to overturn
the prefent government; to permit fuch pamphlets to be circulated all over the
kingdom, even by the pofts and diligences in the hands of government, is a
blindnefs and folly, from which there are no effe@s that may not be expected.
In the evening to the comic opera; Italian mufic, Italian words, and Italian
performers ; and the applaufe {o inceflant and rapturous, that the ears of the
French muft be chinging apace. What could Jean Jacques have faid, could he
have been a Witnefs to fuch a {pe@acle at Paris ! - '
+The 18th. Yefterday the commons decreed themfelves, in confequence of
the Abbé Syeyes’s amended motion, the title of 4ffembleé Nationale; and alfo,
confidering themfelves then in a&ivity, the illegality of all taxes ; but granted
them during the feflion, declaring -that they would, without delay, deliberate
on the confolidating of the debt; and on the relief of the mifery of the people.
‘Thefe fteps give great Ipirits to the violent partizans of a new conftitution, but
amongft more fober minds, I fee evidently an apprehenfion, that it will prove
a precipitate meafure. It is a violent ftep, which may be taken hold of by the
court, and converted very much to the peoples difadvantage. The reafoning of
Monf. de Mirabeau againft it was forcible and juft—Ss je voulois employer contre
*Jes autres motions les armes dont on [ fert pour attaquer la mienne, ne pourrots-je
pas dire a montour : de quelque maniere que vous-vous qualifiex que vous-_foyez les
reprefentans connus & verifies de la nation, les repréfentans de 2.5 millions 4’ bommes,
les reprefentans de la majorité du peuple, duffiez-vous méme wous appeller I' Affem-
bleé Nationalé, les etats généraux, empecherez-vous les claffes privilegieés de continuer
des affembleés que fa majefié a reconnues? Les empecherez-vous de prendre des deltbe-
rationes ? Les empecherez-vous de pretendre au wveto? Empecherex-vous le Roi
de les recevoir? De les reconnoitre, de leur continuer les mémes titres qu'tl leur
adonnés jufgu'a prefent ? Enfin, empecherez-vous la nation & appeller le clergé, le
clergé, la nobleffe, la nobleffe?

To the royal fociety of agriculture, where I gave my vote with the reft, who
were unanimous for eleGting general Wathington an honorary member ; this
was a propofal of Monf. Brouffonet, in confequence of my having affured him,
that the general was an excellent farmer, and had correfponded with me on the
fubje. Abbé Commerel was prefent ; he gave a pamphlet of his on a new
proje&, the choux a_fauché, and a paper of the feed.

The 19th. Accompanied Monf. de Brouffonet to dine with Monf. de Par-
mentier, at the botel des invalids. A prefident of the parliament,a Monf. Mailly,
brother-in-law to the chancellor, was there; Abbé Commerel, &c. &c. I
remarked two years ago that Mon{. Parmentier is one of the beft of men, and
beyond all queftion underftands every circumftanee of the foulangerie better than

any
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any other writer, as his produions clearly manifeft. After dinner, to the
plains of Sablon, to fee the fociety’s potatoes and preparation for turnips, of which
I fhall only fay that I with my brethern to ftick to their fientific farming, and
leave the pradtical to thofe who underftand it. What a fad thing for philo-
fophlcal hufbandmen that God Almighty created fuch a thing as couch
(triticum repens.)

The 20th. News!—News l-—Every one ftares at what every one might have.
expeted. A meffage from the King to the prefidents of the three orders, that he
thould meet them on Monday ; and, under pretence of preparing the hall for the

Jféance royale, the French guards were placed with bayonets to prevent any of the
deputies entering the room. The circumftances of doing this ill-judged aé&t of
violence have been as ill-advifed as the a& itfelf. Monf. Bailly received noother
notice of it than by a letter from the marquis de Brézé, and the deputies met at
the door of the hall, without knowing that it was fhut. Thus the feeds of
difguft were fown wantonly in the manner of doing a thing, which in itfelf was
equally impalatable and unconftitutional. The refolution taken on the fpot was
" anoble and firm one; it was to aflemble inftantly at the Yeu de paume, and
there the whole affembly took a folemn oath never to be diffolved but by their
own confent, and confider them{elves, and a& as the national affembly, let them
be wherever violence or fortune might drive them, and their expedlations were
fo little favourable, that exprefles were fent off to Nantes, mtlmatmg that the
national aflembly might poffibly find it neceffary to take refuge in fome diftant
city. ‘This meflage, and placing guards at the hall of the ftates, are the
refult of long and repeated councils, held in the king’s prefence at Marly, where
he has been fhut up for fome days, feeing nobody ; and no perfon admitted,
even to the officers of the court, without -jealoufy and circumfpe®ion. The
King’s brothers have no feat in the council, but the count d’Artois inceflantly
- attends the refolutions, conveys them to the Queen, and has long conferences
with her. When this news arrived at Paris, the Palais Royal was in a flame,
the coffee~houfes, pamphlet-thops, corridores, and gardens were crouded,———
alarm and upprehenfion fat in every eye,——the reports that were circulated
eagerly, tending to thew the violent intentions of the court, as if it was bent on
the utter extirpation of the French nation, except the party of the Queen, are
perfectly incredible for their grofs abfurdity : but nothing was fo glaringly ridi-
culous but the mob {wallowed it with undifcriminating faith. It was, however,
curious to remark, among people of another defcription (for I was in feveral par-
ties after the news arrived), that the balance of opinions was clearly that the na-
tional aflembly, as it called itfelf, had gone too far—had been too precipitate—
and too violent——had taken fteps that the mafs of the people would not fupport.
From which we may conclude, that if the court, havin g feen the tendency of their

Q2 - late
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late proceedings, fhall purfue a ﬁrm and politic plan, the popular caufe will have
little to boatft.

“The 21ft. It is impoffible to have any other employment at fo critical a
moment, than going from houfe to houfe demanding news ; and remarking the
epinions and ideas moft current. The prefent moment is, of all others, perhaps
that which is moft pregnant with the future deftiny of France. The ftep the
commons have taken of declaring themfelves the national affembly, independent
of the other orders, and of the King himfelf, précluding a diffolution, is in fact
an afflumption of all the authority in the kingdom. They have at one ftroke
converted themfelves into the long parliament of Charles I. It needs not the
affiftance of much penetration to fee that if fuch a pretenGon and declaration are
not done away, King, lords, and clergy are deprived of their fhares in the -
legiflature of France. Sobold, and apparently defperate a ftep, full in the teeth
of every other intereft in the realm, equally deftructive to the royal authority,
by parliaments and the army, can never be allowed. Ifitis not oppofed, all-
other powers will lie in ruins around that of the common. With what anxious -
expe@ation muft one therefore wait to fee if the crown will exert itfelf ﬁrmly
on the occafion, with fuch an attention to an improved {yftem of liberty, as is
abfolutely neceflary to the moment! All things confidered, that is, the charac-
ters of thofe who are in pofieffion of power, no well digefted {yftem and fteady
execution are to be looked for. In the evening to the play ; Madame Rocquere
did the queen in Hamlet; it may eafily be fuppofed how that play of Shake-
fpeare is cut in pieces. It has however effect by her admirable acting.
~* 'The 22d. To Verfailles at fix in the morning, to be ready for the ﬁarzce

royale. Breakfafting with the duc de Liancourt, we found that the king had
put off going to the ftates till to-morrow morning. A committee of council
was held laft night, which fat till midnight, at which were prefent Monf. and
the count d’Artois for the firft time: an event confidered as extraordinary, and
attributed to the influence of the Queen. The count d’Artois, the determined
enemy of Monf. Necker’s plans, oppofed his fyftem, and prevailed to have the
Jeance put off to give time for a council in the King’s prefence to-day. From
the chateau we went to find out the deputies ; reports were various where they
avere affembling. To the Récolets, where they had been, but finding it incommo-
dious they went to the church of St. Louis, whither we followed them, and were
in time to fee M. Bailly take the chair, and read the King’s letter, putting off
the feance till to-morrow. The fpe@acle of this meeting, was fingular——the
crowd that attended in and around the church was great,——and the anxiety
and fufpenfe in every eye, with the variety of expreffion that flowed from
different views and different chara&ers, gave to the countenances of all the world
- an impreflion I had never witneffed before. The only bufinefs of importance
tranfacted,
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tranfaed, but which lafted till three o’clock, was receiving the oaths and the
fignatures of fome deputies, who had not taken them at the feu de paume ; and
the union of three bithops and 150 of the deputies of the clergy, who came to
verify their powers, and were received by fuch applaufe, with fuch clapping
and thouting, from all prefent, that the church refounded. Apparently the
inhabitants of Verfailles, which having a population of 6o,coo people can afford
_ a pretty numerous mob, are to the laft perfon in the intereft of the commons ;
remarkable, as this town is abfolutely fed by the palace, and if the caufe
“of the court is not popular here, it is eafy to fuppofe what it muft be in all
the reft of the kingdom. Dine with the duc de Liancourt, in the palace, a
large party of nobility and deputies of the commons, the duc d’Orleans, amongft
them ; the bithop of Rodez, Abbé Syeyes, and Monf. Rabaud St. Etienne.
This was one of the moft ftriking inftances of the impreflion made on men of
different ranks by great events. In the ftreets, and in the church of St. Louis,
fuch anxiety was in every face, that the importance of the moment was written
in the phyﬁognomy ; and all the common forms and falutations of habitual
civility loft in attention : but amongft a clafs fo much higher as thofe I dined
with, I was ftruck with thedifference. There were not, in thirty perfons, five
in whofe countenances you could guefs that any extraordinary event was going
forward : more of the converfation was indifferent than I thould have expeted.
Had it all been fo, there would have been no room for wonder; but obferva-
tions were made of the greateft freedom, and fo received as to mark that there
-was not the leaft impropriety in making them. In fuch a cafe, would not one
have expected more energy of feeling and expreffion, and more attention in con-
verfation to the crifis that mutft in its nature fill every bofom ? Yet they ate, and
drank, and fat, and walked, loitered, and {mirked and {fmiled, and chatted with
that eafy indifferenee, that made me flare at their infipidity. Perhaps there is a
certain nonchalance that is natural to people of fathion. from long habit, and
which marks them from the vulgar, who have a thoufand afperities in the ex-
preflion of their feelings, that cannot be found on the polithed {urface of thofe whofe
manners are fmoothed by fociety, not worn by attrition. Such an obfervation
would therefore in all common cafes be unjuft; but I confefs the prefent moment, -
which is beyond all queftion the moft critical that France has feen from the foun-
dation of the monarchy, fince the council was aflembled that muft finally determine
the King’s condu&, was fuch as might have accounted for a behaviour totally
different. The duc d’Orleans prefence might do a little, but not much; his
manner mlght do more ; for it was not without fome difguft, that I obfervcd
him feveral times playmg off that fmall fort of wit, and flippant readinefs to
titter, which, I fuppofe, is a part of his chara&er, or it would not have appeared

to-day. From his manner, he feemed not at all difpleafed. The Abbé Syeyes
has
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has a remarkable phyfiognomy, a quick rojling eye; penetrating the ideas of
other people, but fo cautioufly referved as to guard his own. There is as much
chara@er in his air and manner as there is vacuity of it in the countenance of
Monf. Rabaud St. Etienne, whofe phyfiognomy, however, is far from doing
him juftice, for he has undoubted talents. It feems agreed, that if, in the
council the count d’Artois carries his point, Monf. Necker, the count de Mont-
morin, and Monf. de St. Prieft will refign ; in which cafe Monf. Necker’s re-
turn to power, and in triumph, will inevitably happen. Such a turn, however,
muft depend on events.——Evening.—~The count d’Artois plan accepted ; the

King will declare it in his fpeech to-morrow. Monf. Necker demanded to re-'

fign, but was refufed by the King. All is now anxiety to know what the
plan is.

The 23d. The important day is over: in the morning Verfailles feemed
filled with troops : the ftreets, about ten o’clock, were lined with the French
guards, and fome Swifs regiments, &c. : the hall of the ftates was furrounded,
and centinels fixed in all the paffages, and at the doors ; and none but deputies
admitted. This military preparation was ill judged, for it feemed admitting
the impropriety and unpopularity of the intended meafure, and the expetation,
perhaps fear of popular commotions. They pronounced, before the King left
the chateau, that his plan was adverfe to the people, from the military parade
with which it was uthered in. The contrary, however, proved to be the fa& ;
the propofitions are known to all the world : the plan wasagood one ; much was
granted to the people in great and effential points; and as it was granted before
they had provided for thofe public neceflities of finance, which occafioned the
ftates being called together ; and confequently left them at full power in future to
procure for the people all that opportunity might prefent, they apparently
ought to accept them, provided fome fecurity is given for the future meetings
of the ftates, without which all the reft would be infecure ; but as a little nego-
tiation may eafily fecure this, I apprehend the deputies will accept them condi-
tionally : the ufe of foldiers, and fome- imprudencies in the manner of forcing
the King’s fyftem, relative to the interior conftitution, and aflembling of the
deputies, as well as the ill-blood which had had time to brood for three days
paft in their minds, prevented the commons from receivipg the King with any
expreflions of applaufe ; the clergy, and fome of the nobility, cried wive /e Ros !
but treble the number of mouths being filent, took off all effe@. It feems
they had previoufly determined to fubmit to no violence : when the King was
gone, and the clergy and nobility retired, the Marquis de Bréz¢ waiting a
moment to fee if they meant to obey the King’s exprefs orders, to retire al{o to
another chamber prepared for them, and perceiving that no one moved, addrefled
them,—Meffeurs, vous connoiffez les intentions du Roi. A dead filence enfued ;

' and
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and then it was that fuperior talents bore the fway, that overpowers in critical -
moments all other confiderations. The eyes of the whole affembly were
turned on the count de Mirabeau, who inftantly replied to the Marquis de
Brézé—O0us, Monfieur, nous avons entendre les intentions qu'on a fuggéreés au
Roi, & wous qui ne fauriex étre fon organe auprds des etats généraux, vous qus
n'dvez ici ni place, ni voix, ni droit de parler, vous n’étes pas fait pour nous ra-
peller fon difcours. Cependant pour eviter toute equivoque, & tout delas, je vous
declare que fi I'on vous a chargé de nous faire fortir d'sci, vous devez demander des
ordres pour employer la force, car mous ne quitterons nos places que par la puiflance
de /a basonette.~On which there was a general cry of—Te/ eff le veu del I’ Affembleé.
‘They then immediately paffed a confirmation of their preceding arrets; and, on
the motion of the count de Mirabeau, a declaration that their perfons, indivi-
dually and colle&ively, were facred; and that all who made any attempts againft
them fhould be deemed infamous traitors to their country.

The 24th. The ferment at Paris is beyond conception; 10,000 people have
been all this day in the Palais Royal; a full detail of yefterday’s proceedings
was brought this morning, and read by many apparent leaders of little parties,
with comments, to the people.  To my furprife, the King’s propofitions are re-
ceived with univerfal difguft. He faid nothing explicit on the periodical meet-
ing of the ftates ; he declared all the old feudal rights to be retained as pro-
perty. Thefe, and the change in the balance of reprefentation in the provincial
affemblies, are the articles that give the greateft offence. But, inftead of looking
. to, or hoping for further conceflions on thefe points, in order to make them
more confonant to the general withes; the people feem, with a fort of phrenzy,
to rejet all idea of compromife, and to infift on the neceflity of the orders
uniting, that ‘full power may confequently refide in the commons, to effe@ what
they call the regeneration of the kingdom, a favourite term, to which they
affix no precife idea, but add the indefinite explanation of the general reform
of all abufes. They are alfo full of fufpicions at M. Necker’s offering to
. refign, to which circumftance they feem to look more than to much more effen-
tial points. It is plain to me, from many converfations and harangues I'have
been witnefs to, that the conftant meetings at the Palais Royal, which are car-
ried to a degree of licentioufnefs and fury of liberty, that is f{carcely credible,
united with the innfumerable inflammatory publications that have been hourly
appearing fince the affembly of the flates, have fo heated the peoples expe&ta-
tions, and given them the idea of fuch total changes, that nothing the King or
court could do, would now fatisfy them ; confequently it would be idlenefs 1tfclf
to make conceflions that are not fteadily adhered to, not only to be obferved by
the King, but to be enforced on the people, and good order at the fame time
reftored. But the flumbling-block to this and every plan that can be devifed,

: ' - as
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as the people know and declare in every corner, is the fituation of the finances,
which cannot poffibly be reftored but by liberal grants of  the ftates on one
hand, or by a bankruptcy on the other. Tt is well known, that this point has
been warmly debated in the council: Monf. Necker has proved to them, that
a bankruptcy is inevitable, if they break with the ftates before the finances are
reftored; and the dread and terror of taking fuch a ftep, which no minifter
would at prefent dare to venture on, has been the great difficulty that oppofed
itfelf to the projes of the Queen and the count d’Artois. The meafure they
have taken is a middle one, from which they hope to gain a party among the
people, and render the deputies unpopular enough to get rid of them: an
expeation, however, in which they will infallibly be miftaken. ' If, on the
fide of the people it is urged, that the vices of the old government make a new
fyftem neceffary, and that it can only be by the firmeft meafures that the people
can be put in pofleffion of the bleflings of a free government ; it is to be replied,
on the other hand, that the perfonal characer of the King is a juft foun-
dation for relying that no meafures of actual violence can be feriouily feared:
that the ftate of the finances, under any poflible regimen, whether of faith or
bankruptcy, muft fecure their exiftence, at leaft for time fufficient to fecure by
negociation, what may be hazarded by violence: that by driving things to ex-
tremities, they rifque an union between all the other orders of the ftate, with the
parliaments, army, and a great body even of the people, who muft difa’pprévg
of all extremities ; and when to this is added the poﬂibility of involving the
kingdom in a civil war, now fo familiarly talked of, that it is upon the lips of
all the world, we muft confefs, that the commons, if they fteadily refufe what
is now held out to them, put immenfe and certain benefits to the chance of for-
tune, to that hazard which may make pofterity curfe, inftead of blefs, their me-
mories as real patriots, who had nothing in view. but the happinefs of their
country. Such an inceffant buz of politics has been in my ears for fome days
paft, that I went to night to the Italian opera, for relaxation. Nothing could
be better calculated for that effe, than the piece performed, La Villanella Ra-
pita, by Bianchi, a delicious compofition. Can it be believed, that this people,
who fo lately valued nothing at an opera but the dances, and could hear no-
thing but a {quall,—now attend with feeling to Italian melodies, applaud with
tafte and rapture, and this without the meretricious aid of a fingle dance! The
mufic of this piece is charming, elegantly playful, airy, and pleafing, with a

duet, between Signora Mandini and Vigagnoni, of the firft luftre. The former .

is a moft fafcinating finger,—her voice nothing, but her grace, expreffion, foul,
- all ftrung to exquifite fenfibility.

The 25th.  The criticifms that are made on Monf. Necker’s condu@, even
by his friends, if above the level of the people, are fevere. It is pofitively af-
ferted,

s
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ferted, that Abbé Syeyes, Mefits. Mounier, Chapelher, Bernave, Target, Tou-
rette, Rabaud, and other leaders, were almoft on their knees to him, to infift
peremptorily on his refignation being accepted, as they were well convinced that
his retreat would throw the Queen’s party into infinitely greater difficulties and
embarrafiment than any other circumftance. But his vanity prevailed over all
their efforts, to liften to the infidious perfuafions of the Queen, who f{poke to
him in the ftyle of afking a requeft that would keep the crown on the King’s
head; at the fame time that he yielded to do it, contrary to the intereft of the
friends of liberty, he courted the huzzas of the mob of Verfailles, in a manner
that did much mifchief. The minifters never go to and from the King’s apart-
ment on foot, acrofs the court, which Monf. Necker took this opportunity of
doing, though he himfelf had not done it in quiet times, in order to court the
flattery of being called the father of the people, and moving with an immenfe
and fhouting multitude at his heels. Nearly at the time that the Queen, in an
andience almoft private, fpoke as above to M. Necker, fhe received the depu-
tation from the nobility, with the Dauphin in her hand, whom fhe prefented
to them, claiming of their honour, the proteGtion of her fon’s rights ; clearly
implying, that if the ftep the King had taken, was not fteadily afferted, the
monarchy would be loft, and the nobility funk. While M. Necker’s mob
was heard through every apartment of the chateau, the King paffed in his
‘coach to Marly, through a dead and mournful filence,—~and that juft after

having given to his people, and the caufe of liberty, more perhaps than ever
‘any monarch had done before. Of fuch materials are all mobs made,—fo im-
poffible is it to fatisfy in moments like thefe, when the heated imagination
drefles every vifionary proje of the brain, in the bewitching colours of liberty. .
I feel great anxiety to know what will be the refult of the deliberations of the
commons, after their firft protefts are over, againft the military violence which
was fo unjuftifiably and injudicioufly ufed. Had the King’s propofition come .
after the fupplies were granted, and on any inferior quc(hon, it would be quite
another affair ; but to offer this before one thilling is granted, ora ftep taken,
makes all the difference imaginable.——Evening.—The condué of the court
is inexplicable, and without plan : while the late ftep was taken, to fecure the
orders fitting feparate, a great body of the clergy has been permitted to go to
the commons, and the duc d’Orleans, at the head of forty-feven of the nobility,
has done the fame: and, what is equally a proof of the unfteadinefs of the
court, the commons are in the common hall of the ftates, contrary to the ex-
prefs command of the King. The fa is, the feance royale was contrary to the
perfonal feclings of the King, and he was brought to it by the council, with
- much difficulty ; and when it afterwards became, as it did every hour, to give

new and effe@ive orders to fupport the fyftem then laid down, it was neceflary
to
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to have a new battle for every point; and thus the fcheme was only opened,
and not perfifted in :—this is the report, and apparently authentic : it is eafy to
fee, that that ftep had better, on a thoufand reafons, not have been taken at all,
for all vigour and effet of government will be loft, and the people be more af-
fuming than ever. Yefterday at Verfailles, the mob was violent,~they in-
fulted, and even attacked all the clergy and nobility that are known to be ftre-
nuous for preferving the feparation of orders. The Bithop of Beauvais had a ftone_

on his head, that almoft ftruck him down *. The archbithop of Paris had all

his windows broken, and forced to move his lodgmgs ; and the cardinal de la
Rochefoucauld hiffed and hooted. The confufion is fo great, that the court
have only the troops to depend on ; and it is now faid confidently, that if an or=
der is given to the French guards to fire on the people, they will refufe obedi-
ence: this aftonithes all, except thofe who know how they have been difgufted
by the treatment, condu@®, and manceuvres of the duc de Chatelet, their co-
lonel: fo wretchedly have the affairs of the court, in every particular, been
managed ; fo miferable its choice of the men in offices, even fuch as are the
moft intimately conne&ted with its fafety, and even exiftence. What a leflon
to princes, how they allow intriguing courtiers, women, and fools, to interfere,
or aflame the power that can be lodged, with fafety, only in the hands of ability
and experience. It is afferted exprefsly, that thefe mobs have been excited
and inftigated by the leaders of the commons, and fome of them paid by the
duc d’Orleans. The diftraction of the miniftry is extreme.—At night to the
theatre Frangoifé ; the Earl of Eflex, and the Maifon de Moliere.

The 26th. Every hour that paffes feems to give the people freth fpirit :_the '

meetings at the Palais Royal are more pumerous, more violent, and more af~
fured ; and in the aflembly of ele&ors, at Paris, for fending a deputation to
the National Affembly, the language that was talked, by all ranks of people,
was nothing lefs than a revolution in the government, and the eftablithment
of a free conftitution : what they mean by a free contftitution, is eafily under-
ftood~—a republic ; for the dotrine of the times runs every day more and more
to that point ; yet they profefs, that the kingdom ought to be a monarchy too;
or, at leaft, that there ought to be a king. In the flreets one is ftunned by

the hawkers of feditious pamphlets, and defcriptions of pretended events, that’

all tend to keep the people equally ignorant and alarmed. The fupinenefs,
and even ftupidity of the court, is without exarple: the moment demands
the " greateft decifion,—and yefterday, while it was actually a queftion, whether

& If they had knocked him on the head, he would not have been an obje& of much pity. Ata
meeting of the fociety of agriculture in the country, where common farmers were admitted to dine
with people of the firft rank, this proud fool made difficulties of fitting down in fuch company.

: he
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he fhould be a doge of Venice, or a'king of France, the King went a hunting !
The fpedtacle the Palais Royal prefented this night, till eleven o’clock, and,
as we afterwards heard, almoft till morning, is curious. The croud was pro-
digious, and fire-works of all forts were played off, and all the building was
illuminated : thefe were faid to be rejoicings on account of the duc d’Orleans
and the nobility joining the commons; but united with the exceflive freedom,
and even licentioufnefs, of the orators, who harangue the people. With the
general movement which before was threatening, all this buftle and noife,
which will not leave them a moment tranquil, has a prodigious effet in pre-
paring them for whatever purpofes the leaders of the commons fhall have in
view ; confequently they are groflly and diametrically oppofite to the interefts
of the court ;=but all thefe are blind and infatuated. It is now underftood by

every body, that the King’s offers, in the fance royale, are out of the queftion.
The moment the commons found a relaxation, even in the trifling point of af-
fembling in the great hall, they difregarded all the reft, and confidered the
whole as null, and not to be taken notice of, unlefs enforced in a manner of
which there were no figns. They lay it down for a maxim, that they have a right
to a great deal more than what the King touched on, but that they will accept
of nothing as the conceflion of power : they will affume and fecure all to them-
felves, as matters of right. Many perfons I talk with, feem to think there is
nothing extraordinary in this,—but it appears, that fuch pretentions are equally
dangerous and inadmiffible, and lead diretly to a civil war, which would be
the height of madnefs and folly, when public liberty might certainly be fe-
cured, without any fuch extremity. If the commons are to affume every thing
as their right, what power is there in the ftate, fhort of arms, to prevent them
from afluming what is not their right ? They inftigate the people to the moft
extenfive expetations, and if they are not gratified, all muft be confufion;
and even the King himfelf, eafy and lethargic as he is, his indifference to
power will, by and by, be ferioufly alarmed, and then he will be ready to liften
to meafures, to which he will not at prefent give a moment’s attention. All
this {eems to point ftrongly to great confufion, and even civil commotions ; and
to make ‘it apparent, that to have accepted the King’s offers, and made them
the foundation of -future negociation, would have been the wifeft condu@, and

with that idea I fhall leave Paris. :

The 27th.  The whole bufinefs now feems over, and the revolution complete.
The King has been frightened by the mobs into overturning his own a& of the
Jeéance royale, by writing to the prefidents of the orders of the nobility and clergy,
requiring them to join the commons,—full in the teeth of what he had ordained
before. It was reprefented to him, that the want of bread was fo great in every -
part of the kingdom, that there was no extremity to which the people might
R 2 not
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not be driven: that they were nearly ftarving, and confequently ready to liften -
¢o any fuggeftions, and on the gus vive for all forts of mifchief: that Paris and
Verfailles would inevitably be buint; and, in a word, that all forts of mifery
. and confufion would follow his adherence to the fyftem announced in the fance
royale. His apprehenfions got the better of the party, who had for fome days
guided him ; and he was thus induced to take this ftep, which is of fuch im-
portance, that he will never more know where to ftop, or what to refufe; or ra-
ther he will find, that in the future arrangement of the kingdom, his fituation
will be very nearly that of Charles I. a fpecator, without power, of the effeCtive
refolutions of a long patliament. ' The joy.this ftep occafioned was infinite ; the
affembly, uniting with the people, all hurried to the chateau. Five /e Ro:
might have been heard at Marly: the King and Queen-appeared in the balcony,
and were received with the loudeft thouts of applaufe ; the leaders, who govern-
ed thefe motions, knew the value of the conceflion much better than thofe who
made it. I have to-day had converfation with many perfons on this bufinefs ;
and, to my amazement, theré is an idea, and even among many of the nobility,
that this union of the orders is only for the verification of their powers, and for
making the conflitution, which is a new term they have adopted ; and which
they ufe as if a conftitution was a pudding to be made by a receipt: In vain
I have afked, where is the power that can'feparate them hereafter, if the com-
mons infift on remaining together, which may be fuppofed, as fuch an-arrange-,
ment will leave all the power in their own hands?* And in vain I appeal to
the evidence of the pamphlets written by the leaders of that affembly, in
which they hold the Englith conftitution cheap, becaufe the people have not
power enough, owing to that of the Crown and the Houfe of Lords. The event
now appears fo clear, as not to be difficult to predi: all real power will be
henceforward in the commons, having fo much inflamed the people in the exer-
cife of it, they will find themfelves unable to ufe it temperately ; the court can-
not fit to have their hands tied behind them; the clergy, nobility, parliaments,
and army, will, when they find themfelves all in danger of annihilation, unite
in their mutual defence ; but as fuch an union will demand time, they will find
the people armed, and a bloody civil war muft be the refult. I have more than
once declared this as my opinion, but do not find that others unite in it *.- At
all events, however, the tide now runs fo ftrongly in favour of the people, and

* I may remark at prefent, long after this was written, that, although I was totally miftaken in
my prediftion, yet, on a revifion, I think I was right in it, and that the common courfe of events
would have produced fuch a civil war, to which every thing tended, from the moment the commons
rejected the King’s propofitions of the feance royale, which I now think, more than ever, that they
ought, with qualifications, to have accepted. The events that followed were as little to be thought
of as of myfelf being made King of France. - ’

‘ ‘ the
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the condu of the court feems to be fo weak, divided, and blind, that little can
happen that will not clearly date from the prefent moment. Vigour and abili-
ties would have turned every thing on the fide of the court; for the great mafs
of nobility in the kingdom, the higher clergy, the parliaments, and the army,
were with the crown ; but this defertion cf the condud, that was neceffary to
fecure its power, at a moment {o critical, muft lead to all forts of pretenfions. -
At night the fire-works, and illuminations, and mob, and noife, at the Palais
Royal increafed ; the expence muft be enormous ; and yet nobody knows with
certainty from whence it arifes: thops there are, however, that for 12 fus, give as
many fquibs and ferpents as would coft five livres. There is no doubt of its
being the duc d’Orlean’s money : the people are thus kept in a continual fer-
ment, are for ever affembled, and ready to be in the laft degree of commotion
whenever called on by the men they have confidence in. Lately a company of
Swifs would have crufhed all this ; a regiment would do it now if led with firm-
nefs ; but, let it laft a fortnight longer, and an army will be wanting.—At the
play, Mademoifelle Conts, in the Mifanthrope of Moliere, charmed me. She is
truly a great aCtrefs ; eaft, grace, perfon, beauty, wit, and foul. Mola did the
mifanthrope, admirably. I will not take leave of the theatre F rén;ois without
‘once more giving it the preference to all I have ever feen. I fhall leave Paris,
however, truly rejoiced that the reprefentatives of the people have it undoubt-
“edly in their power {0 to improve the conftitution of their country, as to render
all great abufes in future, if not impoflible, at leaft exceedingly difficult, and
confequently will eftablith to all ufeful purpofes an undoubted political liberty ;
and if they effe&t this, it cannot.be doubted but that they will have a thoufand
opportunities to fecure to their fellow-fubje@s the invaluable blefling of civil
liberty alfo. The ftate of the finances is fuch, that the government may eafily
be kept virtually dependent on the ftates, and their periodical exiftence abfo-
lutely fecured. Such benefits will confer happinefs on 2§ millions of people; a
> noble and animating idea, that ought to fill the mind of every citizen of the
world, whatever be his country, religion, or purfuit. I will not allow myfelf to
believe for 2 moment, that the reprefentatives of the people can ever fo far forget
their duty to the French nation, to humanity, and their own fame, as to fuffer
any inordinate and impra&icable views,—any vifionary or theoretic {yftems,~
any frivolous ideas of fpeculative perfecion; much lefs any ambitious private
views, to impede their progrefs, or turn afide their exertions, from that fecurity
which is in their hands, to place on the chance and hazard of public commotion
and civil war, the invaluable bleflings which are certainly in their power. I
_will not conceive it poffible, that men who have eternal fame within their grafp,
will place the rich inheritance on the caft of a die, and, lofing the venture, be

damned among the worit and moft profligate adventurers that ever difgraced
' humanity.
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humanity.—The duc de Liancourt having made an immenfe colle&tion of pamph-
lets, buying every thing that has a relation to the prefent period ; and, among
the reft, the cahiers of all the diftricts and towns of France of the three or-
ders ; it was a great obje@® with me to read thefe, as I was fure of finding in
them a reprefentation of the grievances of the three orders, and an explanation
of the improvements withed for in the government and adminiftration. Thefe
cahiers being inftruions given to their deputies, I have now gone through
them. all, with a pen in hand, to make extralls, and ihall therefore leave
Paris to-morrow.

The 28th. Having provided myfelf a light French cabriolet for one horfe,
or gig Anglois, and a horfe, I left Paris, taking leave of my excellent friend,
Monf. Lazowiki, whofe anxiety for the fate of his country, made me re-
fpe@ his charalter as much as I had reafon to love it for the thoufand atten-
tions I was in the daily habit of receiving from him. My kind prote&refs,
the dutchefs d’Eftifiac, had the goodnefs to make me promife, that I
would return again to her hofpitable hotel, when I had finithed the journey
I was about to undertake. Of the place I dined at on my road to Nangis, I
forget the name, but it is a poft-houfe on the left, at a fmall diftance out of the
road. It afforded me a bad room, bare walls, cold raw weather, and no fire;
for, when lighted, it fmoked too much to be borne ;—I was thoroughly out of
humour : I had pafled fome time at Paris amidit the fire, energy, and animation
of a great revolution. And for thofe moments not filled by political events, I
had enjoyed the refources of liberal and inftruing converfation; the amufe-
ments of the firft theatre in the world, and the fafcinating accents of Mandini,
had by turns folaced and charmed the fleeting moments : the change to inns,
and thofe French inns ; the ignorance of evety body of thofe gvents that were
now paffing, and which fo intimately concerned them; the deteftable circum-
ftance of having no newfpapers, with a prefs much freer than the Englifh, alto-
gether formed fuch a contraft, that my heart funk with depreflion. At Guignes,
an itinerant dancing-mafter was fiddling to fome children, of tradefmen; to
relieve my fadnefs, I became a fpe@ator of their innocent pleafures, and, with
great magnificence I gave four 12/ pieces for a cake for the children, which
made them dance with frefth animation ; but my hoft, the poftmafter, who is a
furly pickpocket, thought that if I was fo rich, he ought alfp to receive the
~ benefit, and made me pay g liv. 10/ for a miferable tough chicken, a cutlet, a
fallad, and a bottle of forry wine. Such a dirty, pilfering difpofition, did not
tend to bring me into better humour.===30 miles.

The 29th. To Nangis, the chateau of which belongs to the marquis de
Guerchy, who laft year at Caen had kindly made me promife to fpend a few

days here. A houfe almoft full of company, and fome of them agreeable, with
the
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the eagernefs of Monf. de Guerchy for farming, and the amiable narveté of the
marchionefs, whether in life, politics, or a farm, were well calculated to bring
me into tune again. But I found myfelf in a circle of politicians, with whom I
could agree in hardly any other particular, except the general one of cordially
wifhing that France might eftablifh an indeftrucible {yftem of liberty ; but for
the means of doing it, we were far as the poles afunder. The chaplain of Monf.
de Guerchy’s regiment, who has a cure here, and I had known at Caen, Monf.
YAbbé de » was particularly ftrenuous for what is called the regenera~
tion of the kingdom, by which it is impoflible, from the explanation, to under-
ftand any thing more than a theoretic perfetion of government; queftionable in
its origin, hazardous in its progrefs, and vifionary in its end; but always pre-
fenting itfelf under a moft fufpicious appearance to me, becaufe its advocates,
from the pamphlets of the leaders in the National Aflembly, to the gentlemen
who make its panegyric at prefent, all affe to hold the conftitution of Eng-
land cheap in refpe@ of liberty: and as that is unqueftionably, and by their
own admiffion the beft the world ever faw, they profefs to appeal from practice
to theory, which, in the arrangement of a queftion of fcience, might be admit-
ted (though with caution) ; but, in eftablithing the complex interefts of a great
kingdom, in fecuring freedom to 25 millions of people, feems to me the very
acimé of imprudence, the very quinteflence of infanity., My argument was an
appeal to the Englith conflitution ; take it at once, which is the bufinefs of a
fingle vote ; by your pofleffion of a real and equal reprefentation of the people,
you have freed it from its only great objection’; in the remaining circumftances,
which are but of fmall importance, improve it—but improve it cautioufly ; for
furely that ought to be touched with caution, which has given from the mo-
ment of its eftablithment, felicity to a great nation ; which has given greatne(s
to a people defigned by nature to be little ; and, from being the humble copiers .
of every neighbour, has rendered them, in a fingle century, rivals to the moft
fuccefsful nations in thofe decorative arts that embellith human life : and the
mafters of the world in all thofe that contribute to its convenience. I was
commended for my attachment to wbhas I thought was lberty; but anfwered,
that the King of France muft have no vefo on the will of the nation; and that
the army muft be in the hands of the provinces, with an hundred ideas equally
impraQicable and prepofterous. Yet thefe are the fentiments which the court
has done all in its power to fpread through the kingdom ; for, will pofterity
believe, that while the prefs has fwarmed with inflammatory productions, that
tend to prove the bleflings of theoretical confufion, and fpeculative licentiouf-
nefs, not one writer of talents has been employed to refute and confound the
fafthionable do@rines, nor the leaft care taken to diffeminate works of another

complexion? By the way, when the court found that the flates could not be
: affembled
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aflembled on ‘the old plan, and that great innovations muft accordingly be
made, they ought to have taken the conftitution of England for their model;
in the mode of affembling, they fhould have thrown the clergy and nobles into
one chamber, with a throne for the King, when prefent. The commons thould
have aflembled in another, and each chamber have, as in England, verified their
powers only to themfelves. And when the King held a feance royale, the
commons fhould have been fent for to the bar of the lords, where feats
fhould have been provided ; and the King, in the edit that conftituted the
ftates, thould have copied from England enough of the rules and orders of pro-
ceeding to' prevent thofe prchmmary difcuffions, which in France loft two
months, and gave time for heated- imaginations to work upon the people too
much. By taking fuch fteps, fecurity would have been had, that if changes or
events unforefeen arofe, they would at leaft be met with in no fuch dangerous
channel as another form and order of arrangement would permit.——1 5 miles.
The 30th. My friend’s chateau is a confiderable one, and much better built
than was common in England in the fame period, 200 years ago; I believe,
however, that this fuperiority was univerfal in France, in all the arts. They were,
I apprehend in the reign of Henry IV. far beyond us in towns, houfes, ftreets,
roads, and, in fhort, in every thing. We have fince, thanks to lnbcrty, con-
 trived to turn the tables on them. Like all the chateaus I have feen in France,
it ftands clofe to the town, indeed joining the end of it ; but the back frons, by
fome very judicious plantations, has entirely the air of the country, without-the
fight of any buildings. There the prefent marquis has formed an Englith
lawn, with fome agreeable winding walks of gravel, and other decorations, to
fkirt it. In this lawn they are making hay ; and I have had the marquis, Monlf.
I'Abbé¢, and fome others on the ftack to thew them how to make and tread it :
fuch hot politicians !—it is well they did not fet the ftack on fire. Nangis is
near enough to Paris for zbe people to be politicians ; the perruquier that dreffed .
me this morning tells me, that every body is determined to pay no taxes, fhould
the National Aflembly fo ordain. But the foldiers will have fomething to fay.
No, Sir, never :—be affured as we are, that the French foldiers will never fire
on the people : but, if they fhould, it is better to be fthot than ftarved. He
gave me a frightful account of the mifery of the people; whole families in the.
utmoft diftrefs ; thofe that work have a pay infufficient to feed them—and many
that find it difficult to get work at all. I enquired of Monf. de Guerchy con-
cerning this, and found it true. By order of the magiftrates no perfon is
allowed to buy more than two bufhels of wheat at a market, to. prevent mono-
polizing. It is clear to common fcnfc, that all fuch regulations have a dire@
tendency to increafe the evil, but it is in vain to reafon with people whofe ideas
are immoveably fixed. Being here on a market-day, I attended, and faw the

wheat
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wheat fold out under this regulation, with a party of dragoons drawn up before
the market-crofs to prevent violence. The people quarrel with the bakers,
afferting the prices they demand for bread are beyond the proportion of wheat,
and proceeding from words to fcuffling, raife a riot, and then run away with
bread and wheat for nothing: this has happened at Nangis, and many other
markets ; the confequence was, that neither farmers nor bakers would fupply
, them till they were in danger of ftarving, and, when they did come, prices
under fuch circumftances muft neceffarily rife enormoufly, which aggravated
the mifchief, till troops became really neceffary to give fecurity to thofe who
fupplied-the markets. I have been fifting Madame de Guerchy on the expences
of living ; our friend Monf. I’Abbé joined the converfation, and I colle¢t from
it, that to live in a chateau like this, with fix men-fervants, five maids, eight
horfes, a garden, and a regular table, with company, but never to go to Paris,
might be done for 1000 louis a year. It would in England coft 2000; the
mode of living (not the price of things) is therefore cent. per cent. different.—
There are gentlemen (noblefle) that live in this country on 6 or 8coo liv.
(2621. to 350l.), that keep two men, two maids, three horfes, ‘and a cabriolet; -
there are the fame in England, but they are fools. Among the neighbours that
vifited Nangis was Monf. Frudaine de Montigny, with his new and pretty
wife, to return the firft vifit of ceremony: he has a fine chateau at Montigny,
‘and an eftate of 4000 louis a year. This lady was Mademdifelle de Cour Breton,
niece to Madame Calonne ; the was to have been married to the fon of Monf.
Lamoignon, but much agamﬂ: her inclinations ; finding that common refufals
- had no avail, the determined on a very uncommon one, which was to go to
church, in obedience to her father’s orders, and give a folemn No inftead of a
yea. She was afterwards at Dijon, and never ftirred but the was received with
huzzas and acclamations by the people for refufing to be allied with la Cour
. Pleniere ; and her firmnefs was every where fpoken of much to her advantage.
- Monf. la Luzerne was with them, nephew to the French ambaffador at Lon-
don, who, in fome broken Englith, informed me, that he had learned to box
‘of Mendoza. -No one can fay that he has travelled without making acquifitions.
Has the duc d’Orleans learned to box alfo ? The news from Paris is bad: the
commotions increafe greatly : and fuch an alarm has fpread, that the Queen has
called the marechal de Broglio to the King’s clofet; he has had feveral confe-
rences : the report is, that an army will be colle@ed under him. It may be now
neceflary ; but woeful management to have made it fo.

Juuy 2. To Meaux. Monf. de Guerchy was fo kind asto accomany me to
Columiers ; I had a letter to Monf. Anveé Dumeé. Pafs Rofoy to Maupertius,
through a country chearfully diverfified by woods, and fcattered with villages ;

and fingle farms fpread every where as about Nangis. Maupertms feems to have
been
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been the creation of the marquis de Montefquieu, who has here a very fine
" chateau of his own building ; an extenfive Englith garden, made by -the count
d’Artoi¢’ gardener, with the town, has all been of his own forming. I viewed
the garden with pleafure ; a proper advantage hag been taken of a2 good command
of aftream, and many fine fprings which rife in the grounds; they are well
conducted, and the whole-executed with tafte. In the kitchen-garden, which
is on the flope of a hil, one of thefe fprings has been applied to excellent ufe:
it is made to wind in many doubles through the whole on a paved bed, forming
numerous bafons for watering the gardcn, and mlght, with little trouble, be
conducted alternately to every bed as in Spain. ‘This is a hint of real utility to
“all thofe who form gardens on the fides of hills ; for watering with pots and-
pails is a miferable, as well as expenfive fuccedaneum to this infinitely moare

effeCtive method. There is but one fault in this garden, which is its being

placed near the houfe, where there fhould be nothing but lawn and fcattered

trees when viewed from the chateau. The road might be hidden by a judi-

cious ufe of planting. The road to Columiers is admirably formed of broken

flone, like gravel, by the marquis of Montefquieu, partly at his own expenfe.

_Before I finith with this nobleman, let me obferve, that he is commonly efteem-
ed the fecond family in France, and by fome who admit his pretenfions, even the

firft ; he claims from the houfe of Armagnac, which was undoubtedly from

Charlemagne the prefent King of France, when he figned fome paper relative

to this family, that feemed to admit the claim, or refer to it, remarked, that it

was declaring one of his fubje@s to be a better gentleman than himfelf. But

the houfe of Montmorenci, of which family are the dukes of Luxembourg and

Laval, and the prince of Robec, is generally admitted to be the firft. Monf. de

Montefquleu isa deputy in the ftates, one of the quarante in the French academy,

> having written feveral pieces: he is alfo chief minifter to Monfieur, the King’s
brother, an office that is worth 100,000 liv. a year(4,3751.) Dine with Monf.
and Madame Dumeé; converfation here, as in every other town of the country,
feems more occupied by the dearnefs of wheat than on any other' circamftance ;
yefterday was market-day, and a riot enfued of the populace, in fpite of the
troops, that were drawn up as ufual te prote the corn: it rifes to 46 Jiv. (21. gd.)
the feptier, or half-quarter,—and fome is fold yet higher. To Meaux. —32 miles.
The 3d. Meaux was by no means in my direct road ; but its diftri&,
Brie, is fo highly celebrated for fertility, that it was an obje& not to omit. I
was provided with letters for M. Bernier, a confiderable farmer, at €haucaunin,
near Meaux ; and for M. Gibert, of Neuf Moutier, a confiderable cultivator,
whofe father and himfelf had between them made a fortune by agriculture.
The former gentleman was not at home; by the latter I was rececived with
great hofpitality ; and I found in him the ftrongeft defire to give me every in-
. formation
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formation I withed. Monf. Gibert has built a very handfome and commodious
houfe, with farming-offices, on the moft ample and folid fcale. I was pleafed to
find his wealth, which is not inconfiderable, to have arifen all from the plough.
He did not forget to let me know, that he was noble, and exempted from all
tailles ; and that he had the honours of the chace, his father having purchafed
the charge of Secretaire du Roi : but he very wifely lives en fermier. His wife
made ready the table for dinner, and his bailiff, with the female domeftic, who

has the charge of the dairy, &c. both dined withus. This is in a true farming
" ftyle ; it has many conveniencies, and looks like a plan of living, which does
not promife, like the foppith modes of little gentlemen, to run through a for-
tune, from falfe thame and filly pretenfions. I can find no other fault with his
fyftem than having built a houfe enormoufly beyond his plan of living, which
can have no other effe& than tempting fome fucceflor, lefs prudent than him-
felf into expences that might diffipate all his and his father’s favmgs In Eng-
land that would certainly be the cafe: the danger, however, is not equal in
France.

The 4th. To Chateau Thiery, following the courfe of the Marne. The
caquntry is pleafantly varied, and hilly enough to render it a conftant picture,
were it inclofed. Thiery is beautifully fituated on the fame river. I arrived there
. by five o’clock, and withed, in a period fo interefting to France, and indeed to
all Europe, to foc a newfpaper. I afked for a coffee-houfe, not one in the
town. Here are two parithes, and fome thoufands of inhabitants, and not a
newfpaper to be feen by a traveller, even in a moment when all ought to be
anxiety.—What ftupidity, poverty, and want of circulation! This people
hardly deferve to be free ; and fhould there be the leaft attempt with vigour to
keep them otherwife, it can hardly fail of fucceeding. To thofe who have
been ufed to travel amidft the energic and rapid circulation of wealth, ani-
mation, and intelligence of England, it is not poflible to defcribe, in words
adequate to one’s feelings, the dulnefs and ftupidity of France. I have
been to day on one of their greateft roads, within thirty miles of Paris, yet I
have not feen one diligence, and met but a fingle gentleman’s carriage, nor
any thing elfe on the road that looked like a gentleman.——30 miles.

The sth. To Mareuil. ‘The Marne, about 25 rods broad, flows in anarable -
vale to the nght The country hxlly, and parts of it pleafant ; from one eleva-
tion there is a noble view of the river. Mareuil is the refidence of Monf. Le
Blanc, of whofe hufbandry and improvements, particularly in fheep of Spain,
and cows of Switzerland, Monf. de Brouflonet had fpoken very advantageoufly.
This was the gentléman alfo on whom I depended for information relative to
the famous vineyards of Epeinay, that produce the fine Champagne. What
therefore was my dxfappomtmcnt, when his fervants informed me that he was

S2 nine
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" nine leagues off on bufinefs. Is Madame Le Blanc at home? No, fbe is af
Dormans. My complaining ejaculations were interrupted by the approach of a
very pretty young lady, whom I found to be Mademoifelle Le Blanc. Her mama
would return to dinner, ber papa at night ; and, if I wifbed to fee bim, I bad better
Jflay. 'When perfuafion takes fo pleafing a form, it is not eafy to refift it. There
is a manner of doing every thing that either leaves it abfolutely indifferent or
that interefts. The unaffe@ted good humour and fimplicity of Mademoifelle Le
Blanc entertained me till the return of her mama, and made me fay to myfelf;,
you will make a good farmer’s wife. Madame Le Blanc, when fhe returned, con-

firmed the native hofpitality of her daughter ; affured me, that her hufband

would be at home early in the morning, as fhe muft difpatch a meﬂ'enger to

him on other bufinefs. In the evening we fuppcd with Monf.. B. in the fame

village, who married Madame Le Blanc’s niece; to pafs Mareuil, it has the
appearance of 2 fmall hamlet of inconfiderable farmers, with the houfes of their
labourers; and the fentiment that would arife in moft bofoms, would be that of

pi@uring the banithment of being condemned to live in it. 'Who would think -

that there thould be two gentlemen’s families in it; and that in one I fhould
find Mademoifelle Le Blanc finging to her {yftrum, and in the other Madame
B. young and handfome, performing on an excellent Englith piano forte ? Com-
pared notes of the expences of living in Champagne and Suffolk ;~~agreed, that
100 louis d’or a year in Champagne, were as good an income as 180 in Eng-
land, which I believe true. On his return, Mon{. Le Blanc, in the moft oblig-
mg manner, fatxsﬁed all my enquiries, and gave me letters to the moft celebrated
wine diftricts.

The 7th. To Epernay, famous for its wines. I had letters for Monf. Pare-
tilaine, one of the moft confiderable merchants, who was fo obliging as to
enter, with two other gentlemen, into a minute difquifition of the produce and
profit of the fine vineyards. The bote/ de Roban here is a very good inn, where
I folaced myfelf with a bottle of excellent vin mouffeux, for 40/. and drank
profperity to ¢rue liberty in France.———12 miles.

The 8th. To Ay, a village not far out of the road to Rheims, very famous '

for its wines. I had a letter for Mon{. Lafnier, who has 60,000 bottles in his
cellar, but- unfortunately he was not at home. Monf. Dorfé has from 30 to
40,000. All through this country the crop promifes miferably, not owing to
the great froft, but the cold weather of laft week.

To Rheims, ‘through a foreft of five miles, on the crown of the hill, whnch
feparates the narrow vale of Epernay from the great plin of Rheims. The
firft view of that city from this hill, juft before the defcent, at the diftance of
about four miles, is magnificent. The cathedral makes a great figure, and the

church of St. Remy. terminates the -town’ proudly. Many times I have had -

fuch
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"fuch a view of towns in France, but when you enter them, all is a clutter of
narrow, crooked, dark, and dirty lanes. At Rheims it is very different : the
ftreets are almoft all broad, ftrait, and well built, equal in that refpe& to any
I have feen ; and the inn, the hote/ de Moulinet, is {o large and well-ferved as
not to check the emotions raifed by agreeable objects, by giving an impulfe to-
contrary vibrations in the bofom of the traveller, which at inns in France is
too often the cafe. At dinner they gave me alfo a bottle of excellent wine. I
fuppofe fixed air is good for the rhieumatifm ; I had fome writhes of it before I
entered Champagne, but the vin mouffeux has abfolutely banifhed it. I had
letters for Monf, Cadot L’ainé, a confiderable manufaurer, and the poffeffor
of a large vineyard, which he cultivates himfelf; he was therefore a double
fund to me. He received me very politely, anfwered my enquiries, and fhewed
me his fabric. The cathedra] is large, but does not ftrike me like that of
Amiens, yet ornamented, and many painted windows. They fhewed me the
fpot where the kings are crowned. You enter and quit Rheims through fuperb
and elegant iron gates: in fuch public decorations, promenades, &c. French
towns are much beyond Englith ones. Stopped at Sillery, to view the wine
prefs of the marquis de Sillery ; he is the greateft wine-farmer in all Cham-
pagne, having in his own hands 180 arpents. Till I got to Sillery, I knew not
that it belonged to the hufband of Madame de Genlis ; but I determined, on
hearing that it did, to pluck up impudence enough to introduce myfelf to the
marquis, fhould he be at home: I did not like to pafs the door of Madame de
Genlis without feeing her: her writings are too celebrated. La Petite Loge,
where I flept, is bad enough of all confcience, but fuch a reflexion would have
made it ten times worfe : the abfence, however, of both Monf. and Madame
quieted both my withes and anxicties. © He is in the ftates.——28 miles.

The gth. To Chalons, through a poor country and poor crops. M. de Brouf-
fonet had given me a letter to Monf. Sabbatier, fecretary to the academy of
fciences, but he was abfent. A regiment pafling to Paris, an officer at the
inn addrefled me in Englith .—He had learned, he faid, in America, damme !—
He had taken lord Cornwallis, damme ! ——Marechal Broglio was appointed to
command an army of §0,coo men near Paris—it was neceflary—the #rers etdt
were running mad—and wanted fome wholefome correction ,—thcy want to
eftablith a rcpubhc-abfurd' Pray, Sir, what did you fight for in America?
To eftablith a republic. 'What was fo good for the Americans, is it fo bad for
the French ? " Aye, damme! that is the way the Englith want to be revenged..
It is, to be fure, no bad opportunity. Can the Englith follow a better example?
He then made many enquiries about what we thought and faid upon it in Eng-
land: and I may remark, that almoft every perfon I meet with has the fame
idea—Tbe Englifb muft be very well contented at our confufion.. They feel pretty.
pointedly what they deferve.——=124 miles. L

The
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" The 1oth. To Ove. Pafs Courtiffeau, a fmall village, with a great church;
and though a good fitream, not an'idea of irrigation. Roofs of houfes almoft

flat, with proje@ing eaves, refembling thofe from Pau to Bayonne. At St.
Menehoud a dreadful tempeft, after a burning day, with fuch a fall of rain,
that I could hardly get to Monf. I’Abbé Michel, to whom I had a letter.
When I found him, the inceflant flathes of lightning would allow me no con-
verfation ; for all the females of the houfe came into the room for the Abbé’s
* prote&ion I fuppofe, fo I took leave. The win de Champagne, which is 40/ at
Rheims, is j3liv. at Chalons and here, and execrably bad; fo there is an end
of my phyfic for the rheumatifm.~——2¢ miles. ~
The 11th. Pafs Iflets, a town (or rather colleion of dirt and dung) of
new features, that feem to mark, thh the faces of the people, a country not

French.——235 miles.

The 12th. Walking up a long hxll to eafe my mare, I was joined by a
poor woman, who complained of the times, and that it .was a fad country;
demanding her reafons, the faid her hufband had but a morfel of land, one cow,
and a poor little horfe, yet they had a franchar (421b.) of wheat, and three
chickens, to pay as a quit-rent to one Seigneur ; and four franchar of oats, one
chicken and 1/. to pay to another, befides very heavy tailles and other taxes.
She had feven children, and the cow’s milk helped to make the foup. But
why, inftead of a horfe, do not you keep another cow ? Oh, her hufband could
not carry his prodace fo well without 2 horfe; and affes are little ufed in the
country. It was faid, at prefent, that fomething was to be done by fome great
Solks for fuch poor ones, but fbe did not know wbo nor bow, but God fend us better,
car les tatlles & les droits nous ecrafent ~This woman, at no great diftance, might
have been taken for fixty or feventy, her figure was fo bent, and her face fo
furrowed and hardened by labour,—but fhe faid fhe was only twenty-eight.
An Englithman who has not travelled, cannot imagine the figure made by infi-
nitely the greater part of the countrywomen in France; it fpeaks, at the firft
fight, hard and fevere labour: I am inclined to think, that they work harder
than the men, and this, united with the more miferable labour of bringing a new
race of flaves into the world, deftroys abfolutely all fymmietry of perfon and every
feminine appearance. To what are we to attribute this difference.in the man-
ners of the lower people in the two kingdoms? To GovERNMENT.—23 miles.
The 13th. Leave Mar-le-Tour at four in the morning : the village herdfman
was founding his horn; and it was droll to fee every ‘door vomiting out its
hogs or theep, and fome a few goats, the flock colle@ing as it advances. Very
poor fheep, and the pigs with mathematical backs, large fegments of fmall
circles. They muft have abundance of commons here, but, if I may judge by
the report of the animals carcafes, dreadfully overftocked. To Metz, one of
the
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the ftrongeft places in France ; pafs.three draw-bridges, but the command of
water muft give a ftrength equal to its works. The common garrifon is 10,000
men, but thereare fewer at prefent. Waited on M. de Payen, fecretary of the
academy of {ciences; he atked my plan,which I explained; he appointed me at four
in the afternoon at the academy, as there would be a fance held; and he promifed
to.introduce me to fome perfons who could anfwer my enquiries. I attended
accordingly, . when I found the academy affembled at one of their weekly
mectings. Mon{. Payen introduced me to the members, and, before they pro- .
ceeded to their bufinefs, they had the goodnefs to fit in council on my enquiries, ~
and to refolve many of them. In the A/manach des Trois Evechés, 1789, this
academy is faid to have been inftituted particularly for agriculture ; I turned to
the lift of their honorary members to fee what attention they had paid to the
men who, in the prefent age, have advanced that art. I found an Englithman,
Dom Cowley, of London.” Who is Dom Cowley ?==Dined-at the table d*héte,
with feven officers, out of whofe mouths, at this important moment, in which
converfation is as free as the prefs, not one word iffued for which I would give
a ftraw, nor a fubje& touched on of more importance, than a coat, or a -puppy
dog. At table d’'hétes of officers, you have a voluble garniture of bawdry or
nonfenfe; at thofe of merchants, a mournful and flupid filence. Take the mafs
of mankind, and you have more good fenfe in half an hour in England than
in half a year in France.—~Government! Again:—all—=all—is government.——
15 miles. ' -
The 14th. They have a cabinez literaire at Metz, fomething like that
-defcribed at Nantes, but not on {o great a plan ; and they admit any perfon to
read or go in and out for a day, on paying 4/.. To this I eagerly reforted, and
the news from Paris, both in the public prints, and by the information of a
gentleman, I found to be interefting. Verfailles and Paris are furrounded by
troops : 35,000 men are affembled, and 20,000 more on the road, large trains of
artillery colle@®ed, and all the preparations of war. The affembling of fucha
number of troops has added to the fcarcity of bread; and the magazines that
have been made for their fupport, are not eafily by the people diftinguifhed from
thofe they fufpe& of being colleGted by monopolifts. This has aggravated their
evils almoft to,madnefs; fo that the confufion and tumult of the capital are ex-
treme. A gentleman of an excellent underftanding, and apparently of confide-
ration, from the attention paid him, with whom I had fome converfation on the
. fubje&, lamented, in the moft pathetic terms, the fituation of his country ; he
confiders a civil war as impoffible to be avoided. There is not, he added, a
doubt but the court, finding it impoffible to bring the National Aflembly to
terms, will get rid of them; a bankruptcy at the fame moment is inevitable;

the union of fuch confufion muft be a civil war; and it is now only by torrents
' : : of
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of blood that we have any hope of eftablithing a freer conftitution : yet it muft be
eftablithed ; for the old government is rivetted to abufes that are infupportable.
He agreed with mé entirely, that the propofitions of the feance royale, though
certainly not fufficiently fatisfattory, yet, were the ground for a negotiation, that
would have fecured by degrees all even that the fword can give us, let it be as fuc-
cefsful as it will. The purfe—the power of the purfé is every thing ; fRslfully managed,
with fo neceffitous a government as ours, it would, one after anotber, haue gained
all we wifhed. As to a war, Heaven knows the event ; and if we bave fuccefs,
Succefs itfelf may ruin us ; France may bave a Cromwell in its bofom, as well as
England. Metz is, without exception, the cheapeﬁ town I have been in.
The table d’hdte is 56 /. a head, plenty of good wine included. We were ten,
- and had two courfes and a deffert of ten dithes each, and thofe courfes plentiful.
The fupper is the fame; I had mine, of 2 pint of wine and a large plate of
chaudiés, in my chambcr, for 10/. a horfe, hay, and corn 235/, and nothing for
the apartment ; my expence was therefore 71/, a day, or 2s.114d. ; and with the
. table d’héte for fupper, would have been but 97/ or 4s. oid.=In addition, much
+ civility and good att’cndancc It is at the Fasfan. Why are the cheapeft inns
in France the beft #¥—The country to Pont-a-Mouflon is al of bold features.—
The river Mofelle, which is confiderable, runs in the vale, and the hills on
either fide are high. Not far from Metz there are the remains of an ancient
aqueduc for conduing the waters of a fpring.acrofs the Mofelle: there are
many arches left on this fide, with the houfes of poor people built between them.
At Pont-a-Mouflfon Monf. Pichon, the fub- deleguc of the intendant, to whom I
had letters, received me politely, fatisfied my enquiries, which he was well able
to do from his office, and conducted me to fee whatever was worth viewing
in the town. It daes not contain much ; the deole militaire, for the fons of the
poor nobility, alfo the couvent de Premont?, which has a very fine library, 1oy’
feet long and 25 broad. I was introduced to the abbot as a perfon who had
fome knowledge in agriculture.—— 17 miles.

The 15th. - I went to Nancy, with great expe@ation, having heard it repre-
fented as the prettieft town in France. I think, on the whole, it is not unde-
ferving the charadter in point of building, direction, and breadth of ftreets.—
Bourdeaux' is far more magmﬁcncnt Bayounne and_Nantcs are more lively ;
but there is more equality in Nancy; it is almoft all good; and the pub-
lic buildings are numerous. “The place royale, and the adjoining area are
fuberb. Letters from Paris! all confufion! the miniftry removed: Monf.
Necker ordered to quit the kingdom without noife. The effe on the people
of Nancy was confiderable.—I was with Monf. Willemet when his letters ar~
rived, and for fome time his houfe was full of enquirers ; all agreed, that it wag
fatal news, and that it would occafion great commotions. Hhat wzll be the re~

Jult
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Jult at Nancy? The anfwer was in effe® the- fame from all I put this queftion.
. to: We are a provincial town, we muff wait to fee what is done at Paris; but
every thing is to be feared from the people, becaufe bread is fo dear, they are balf
ﬁarwd and are confequently ready for commotion.—This is the general feel-
ing ; they are as nearly concerned as Paris; but they dare not ftir; they dare

not even have an opinion of their own till they know what Paris thinks;

fo that if a ftarving populace were not in queftion, no one would dream of
- moving. This confirms what I have often heard remarked, that the deficit
would not have produced the revolution but in concurrence with the price
-of bread. Does not this thew the infinite confequence of great cities to the
‘liberty of mankind ? Without Paris, I queftion whether the prefent revolution,
which is faft working in France, could poflibly have had an origin. It is not
in the villages of Syria or Diarbekir that the Grand Seigneur meets with a mur-
mur againft his will ; it is at Conftantinople that he is obliged to manage and:

mix caution even with defpotifm. Mr. Willemet, who is demonftrator of

botany, fhewed me the botanical garden, but it is in a condition that fpeaks the

want of better funds. He introduced me to a Monf. Durival, who has written”
on the vine, and gave me one of his treatifes, and alfo two of his own on

botanical fubje@s. He alfo conduéted me to Monf. I’Abbé Grandpére, a
gentleman curious in gardening, who, as foon as he knew that I was an Eng-.
lithman, whimfically took it info his head to introduce me to a lady, my coun-

trywoman, who hired, he faid, the greateft part of his houfe. I remonftrated

againft the impropriety of this, but all in vain; the Abbé had never travelled,.
and thought that if he were at the diftance of England from France (the French
are not commonly good geographers) he fhould be very glad to fee a French-
man; and that, by parity of reafoning, this lady muft be the fame to meet a coun-
trynfan fhe never faw or heard of. Away he went, and would not reft till I was.
conduéted into her apartment. It was the dowager Lady Douglas;. the was
unaffeted, and good enough not to be offended at fuch a ftrange intrufion.—
She had been here but a few days ; had two fine daughters with her, and a beau-
tiful Kamchatka dog’; the'was much troubled with the intelligence her friends.
in the town had juft given her, that the would, in all probability, be forced to.
move again, as the news of Mon{. Necker’s removal, and the new miniftry
being appointed, would certainly occafion {uch dreadful tumults, that a foreign.
family would probably find it equally dangero