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Mr. Edward Northey ;

o F

HACKNEY.

S I R,

I
Here Prefent you with a Method

of making Common-Places , for

which I need make no Apology, when
I mall have told you that it was writ

by that Great Mafter of Reafon and

Method, the late Learned Mr. Lock.
I know very well that nothing of

that Great Man's can fail of meeting
with a kind Reception from you, who

have fo often expreffed the Pleafure

and Advantage you receive from his

Writings $ and I make no doubt but

thisMethod will have its Share in your

Efteem, by being obferved in the Fu

ture Courfe of your Studies.
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Epifile Dedicatory.
I (hall forbear faying any Thing

of the Ufefulnefs of Common-Places in

General, it being Foreign to my pre-

fent Purpofe 5 neither is it my Bufi-

nefs here to relate how favourably the

Learned, both Ancient and Modern,
have fpoken of them, and with what

Succefs they have us'd 'em.

It will be abundantly fufficient to

wards their Recommendation if I tell

you that Tully was One among the

Fonner, and Mr. Lock, among the

Latter.

But I mall refer you to what I have

extracted from the very Learned Mon

fieur le Clerc concerning thisMatter,
It may be expected that I fhould

give fome Account of this Method i

all that I (hall fay at prefent is, That
Mr. Lock having drawn it up during
his Travels abroad, communicated it

to fcveral of his Friends, who mighti
ly importun'd him to make it Pub-

lick $ but he for a long Time declin'd

it, ( for Reafons which you will find

in his Epifile prefixed to this Treatife )
till at laft, in Compliance with their

repeated Requefts, he gave it to Mon

fieur le Clerc, who in the.Year 1686

PubliuYd it in French^ in the Second

Tome



Epifile Dedicatory.
Tome of the Bibliothecjue Univtv

felle.
^

This Method having met with Ge

neral Approbation from the Learned,
I thought it a Pity that any Thing of
Mr. Locl(s (hould be hid from any of

his Country-men,1 in an unknown

Tongue: I have therefore made it

fpeak Englijh, and taken the Freedom
ofDedicating it to you, with the Ad

dition of Two Letters, ( becaufe of
their Publick life) containing an

extraordinary and moft ufeful Me

thod how to Teach Deaf and Dumb

Folks to Speak andWrite aLanguage,
invented by that Great Man John
Wallir, Dr. in Divinity, Geometry
ProfefTor in Oxford, and Fellow of

the Royal Society : Who, let it be
Recorded to his Immortal Honour,
was the Firft in England that made
Art fupply the Defeds of Nature, in

learning Perfons that were Deaf and

Dumb to Speak and Write diftin&ly
and intelligibly. The Method that

the Doctor prefcribes is fo Plain, Fa

miliar and Demonftrative, that any
Perfon of Common Ingenuity may
attain this Art with Eafe, and abun

dance of Pleafure,

But
-



Epifile Dedicatory.
But I am afraid, Sir, I have been too

tedious, therefore 1 (ball only add this,

May you goon,asyou have already be

gun, to Cultivate a Uriel: Friendfhip
with Virtue and Learning 5 and while

many Young Gentlemen mind nought
but the Gratifying their foolifh Incli

nations, may you purfue the Ratio

nal Pleafures of the Mind, whefe

Fruits are Solid Joy and Comfort 5 in

cited thereto on the one Hand by the

good Example ofyour Worthy Pa

rents, as on the other by that

of your very Learned Uncle, who fo

Glorioudy Adorns the Great Pofl he
is in.

This, Sir, is the Hearty Wifh and

Defire of

Your Friend and moft

Humble Servant,



Monfieur Le Clerc s Cha

racter of Mr. LOCK'S

Method,
WITH HIS

ADVICE
About the

USE
O E

Common-Places.

IN
dll Sorts ofLearning, andypeci-

aUy in the Study of Languages, the
Memory is the Treafury or Store-houfe,
but the Judgment the Difpofcr, which
ranges in Order whatever it hath drawn
from the Memory : But leg the Me-

mpry JhouldU ktyrejfed, or Over-bur-^



** Mr. Le Clerc 's Advice about

then'd by too many Things, Order and
Method are to be called into its Affi-
ftavce. So that when we extract any

Thing out of an Author which k like to

be of future rOfe, we way be able to find
it without any Trouble. For it would be

to little Turpofe to fpend our Time in

Reading ofBooly, if we could not apply
what we read to our ufe. It would

bejujl for all the World as ferviceable
as a great deal ofHou (hold-Stuff, when

if we wanted any particular Thing we

* Columella could not tell where to find it.
* It is

S,0LCi2. an ,d Sayir)g> That that is the Trueft

Cap. u. Poverty, when if you have Occafion
for any Thing, you can't ufe it, be
caufe you know not where 'tis laid.

Many have Wrote much on this Subject,
and I have made Trial of them, but I
have never met with a better and more

eafieMethod, than that which 1 receiv'd

of ihx^Me-from * f Friend, andpublijh'd in French
thodoimx, [ome Timefince.

And I have found, upon feveral Tears

Experience, this Method, which is very
well adapted, not only to the Latin, but

alfo to the Greek Tongue, to be extraor

dinary ufiful. Neither do I ever loo^

upon my Latin or Greek Collections,
but I call to mind the Kindnefs of that

Ex-



the U-fc of Common-Places.

Excellent and Learned ?erfon, who

taught me that Method.

At the Entrance indeed upon any

Study, when the Judgment is notfufftcj'
enlly confirm d, nor the Stock ofKnow

ledge over large, fo that the Students

are not very well Acquainted with what is
worth Collecting, fcarce anything is Ex-
trailedjoht what will be ufefnlhutforalit
tle while ; becaufe as the judgmentgrowt
Ripe9 thofe Things are dejpis'd which

before were lad in efieem. v
Tet His of

Service to have Collections of thisKind,
both that Students may learn, the Art of

putting Things in Order
^

as aIJo the
better retain what they Read.
But hart are Two Things carefully to

be obfervtdi) the Firft is^that we ex-
trad only thofe Things which are Choice
.and Excellent

,
either for the Matter it

felf, orelfc for the Elegancy of the Ex-
tre$on* An^ *"* *?$# wnes next 3

for that Labour mould abate our

Defire to,go ontrith our Reading 5 nei

ther are we to think that, all thofe things
are to he writ put which are called fyufxau,
or Sentences. Thofe Things alone are

. to he picked fiutt which,we ckftnotfo rea

dily call to mind, orfor which wefhould
want proper Words and Exprejfions.

B For



Mr. Le Clerc's Advice about

'For IajUtutj although the Story in that
Place of Virgil where thefeWords dre1,

Difcite Juftitiam moniti, & non tem-

nere Divos.

Being warn'd, by attr^Ufe Things,
learn to do that which is Juft, and
not to defpifethe GodV,

is worth taking Notice of, yet 1would
not have yon Write thefe Words down,

becaufe there is Nothing in the Thing it

felf, or* in \he Manner of Bxpreffion,
that is above the Reach of any Ordinary
Capacity.

K" *' '

1

"The Second Thing which I would

have takenNotice of, is, that you don't

Write out too much, but onlywhat ismofi
Worthy of Obfervation, and to ntar\the
Place of the Authorfromwhenceyou Ex

tract it, for otherwife it will caufc the

Lofs of too mucbTime.
Neither ought any Ttfirig to be ColleU-

ed Jfhilji you are bufied in Readings if
by taking the Pen in Handtbe Thread of

your Reading be broken off, fir thai will

make theReading both Tedious andVn*

pltafant.

The



theUfe of Common-Places. V

The Places we deftgn to extract from
are to he marked upon a piece of Paper,
that we may do it after we have read the

Bookout$ neither is if to be donejufi
after the Firji Reading over ofthe Book,
but when we have read it a fecond time.

Thefe Things it's likelymay feemMi'

nute and Trivial, but without 'em great

"Thing* cannotfubftfl^ and thefe being neg-
le&ed caufe very great Canfufion both of
Memoryand Judgment,andthatwhich a-
bove all Things is moft to be valued, Lofs
of Time.

Some who otherwife were Men of mofi
extraordinary Parts, by theNegletityf
thefe things have committedgreat Errors,
which ifthey had been^fo happy as to have

avoided, theywould have beenmuchmore

ferviceable to the LearnedWorid, andfo
confequently toMankind.
And in good Truth, They who dejpife

fitch Things, do it not fo much from any

greater (hare of Wit that they have than
their Neighbours,asfromWantofJudg.
meht 3 whence it is thai they do not well

understand how Vfeful Things Order

and Method are.

B 2
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Epifile, Mr. LockV Letter to Monfienr Toi-

nard, containing a New and EaJc
Method of making Common-Place

Books, an exaB Index ofwhich may
be made in Two Pages.

I
Do at length, Sir, obey you in Pub

lishing my Methodofmaking Com

mon-?lace Books. I am afharaed
c
that I mould be fo backward in Comply-

c

ing with your Defires , but that which
'

you requefted of me, leemed to me a
'

Thing fo inconfiderable, that I thought
6

it not worthy of publick View, efpcci-
'

ally in an Age fo abounding with Fine In-
e

ventions as ours.
' You know that I voluntarily commu-

c
nicated this Method to you, as I have

c
done tomany others, to whom t believ'd

*
it would not be unacceptable. It was

e

not then, as if I defign'd it for my own
*

privateUfe alone, that I have hitherto re-
'
fus'd themaking of it Publick. Iwas ofO-
'

pinion, that theKefpeftwhichOne ought
6
to have for the Publick, would not fuller
'
me to prefent it with an Invention of
'
fo finall an Importance * but the Obliga-

'

dons which you have laid me under, and
*
our Common Friendfhip, do not permit
'

me any longer to decline the following
'

your Advice. Your laft, Sir, has wholly
'
determined me, and I believe that I ought

'not



C3)
'

not to flick at thePublifhingmyMethod
(

fince you tell me that you have found
c

it^ery ufcful after a Trial of feveral
c

Years, as well as thofe of your Friends,
'

to whom you haveCommunicated it. It
' is needlefs for me here to relate what

Profit I my felf have reap'd by theUfe
'
of it for above Twenty Years.
'
I have fufficiently Entertained you

*
with it when I was at Paris, about

* Seven or Eight Years ago, while I might
c
have receiv'd greatBenefit by your Learn*

c ed andAgreeable Convention. All the
'

Advantage that I aim at from this Wri-

ting is publickly to teftifie the Efteem
'

and Relpeft that I have for you, and to
' declare how much I am, Sir, Your*, &c.

SEfore
we come to the Matter in Hand,

it may not be amifs to remark^ that
this Method is put in the fame Orders

that^the QolleUions ought to beput in. ToA

will perceive bythe Reading of that which

follows what the Heads mean, whichyoufee
at the TopqftheBack ofeveryLeaf and at
theBottom ofthis Page.

EBIONI T E$.] In theGofpel of the Ebio-
nites, which they called the Gofpel accord

ing to the Hebrews, the Hiftory which

is in Matthew XIX. 16. and the follow

ing ones, was thus altefd ; One of theRich
menJ"aidunto him,Mafier,Whatgood thing
ntuft 1 do that I may have Eternal Lifei
Jefusfaidunto him, obey the^Law and the

Prophets. He anfwered, I have done it.

14. Jefusfaidunto him, go fell 1



AdmrarJ- I take a ^vVhlte Paper Book of.what

?Mc- $ize I think fit, I divide the .Two Fjrft

XthTlS:Zd^& which face one another, by pMel
c/Common Lines, into Five and Twenty equal.Jpirts-,
Pbcei. with Black Lead ; after that, I cut ttoem

perpendicularly by other Lines, which I

draw from the Top of the Page to the

Bottom, as you may fee in the Table or

Index, which I have put before this Wri

ting. Afterwards I mark with Ink every
Firm J^ine;of theTwenty Five that I ja.fi
now fpoke of.

[ The tther lines are made with Red

hem, but for -Conveniency one may make

them with Black Lead, which it better for
Ufe than Red Lead.']

I pat at the Beginning of every Fjf\h
Space, or before the Middle, One of the

Twenty Letters which are. defign'd for this
life ; apa a little farther in every Space,
One of&e'Yowels in their Natural Order.
ThVis the Index or Table of the whole

Volume, be it of what Size foever.
The Index being thus made, I mark oat,

in the other Pages ofthe Book, theMarghj
with Black Lead ,

I make it about the big-
flefiof an Inch, or a little bigger, if tie
Volume be in folio, but in a lefs Volume

the Margin is, proportionably lefs alfo.

If I would put any Thing in my, Com-
mon Place Book, I look a Head to which

I may refer it, that I may be able to Enid



C 5 )
it when I have ;pcc$fion. Every Head

ought to begin with fome Confiderable

Word that is Effenjtial to the Matter treated

of, and of this Word one mud carefully

o$eive the Firft lifter, and the Vowel

which follows it ; for upon thefe Two

Letters depends the whole Ufe of our In

dex*

I. leave out Three Letters of the Alpha
bet as ufeleis, to wit, K, Y, W, which

are fiipplied by C, I, U, Letters ofa like
Power. I put the Letter Q, which.is al

ways followed by an U in the Fifth Space
of Z. By this throwing of the Letter

QLinto the laft Space of my Index, I pre-
ferve its Uniformity, and do not at all

fhorten the Length of it : For it veiy fel-
dom happens thar one meets with an Head

that begins with Z U, and I have not

found fo much a$ One ibr the Space of
Five and Twenty Years, during which

Time I have made ufe of this Method.
Yet nevertbelefj, if it be needful, nothing
will hinder but that you may put it in the

fame Space with Q.U, provided you make
fome Sort of Diftiu&ion.

Butone may, for moreExaSraeis, affign
to Q.a Place at the Bottom ofthe Index,
which I have done formerly.

.
When I meetwith aay thing worth put*

ting into my CommonrBlacetBook, Ipre-
C fendy



V. 0<50
A DYE R SA R 10RUM METHODUS.

fentiy' look for a proper.//^. Siippofe,
for Example, the Head were Epifile -, I

look in the Index the Firft Letter with

thq Vowel that follows, which in this

Cafe are E I. Ifthere is found any Num

ber in the Space marked E I, that fhows

methe Space defign'd for Words which

begin with E, and whpfe Vowel that im

mediately follows is t, I muff, refer to

the Word Epifile in that Page what I

have to take noticeo I write the Head

in pretty large Letters, fo that the princi
pal Word is found in the Margin, and I

continue the Line in writing on what I

have to remark. I conftantly obferve this

Method, that nought but the Headappear
in the Margin, and go on without carrying
the Line again into the Margin. When

one has thus.prefefv'd the Margin clear,
the Heads prefent themfelves at Firft Sight

If in the Index I fiixl noNumber in the

Space E I, I look in my Book the Firft

Backfide of the Page that I find blank,
which Backfide in a Book where there is

nothing elfe but the Index, muff be the

Second Page.
I'write then in my Index after E I the

Number 2, and the Head EPISTLE at

the Top of the Margin of the Second

Page, and all that is to be put under this

Head in the fame Page,' as you fee I have

done in the Second Page' of this Writing.
Since



O)
Since the Clafs EI. does folely.take.up
the Second and Third Page, one may tnake
Ufe ofthofe Pages only for Words which

begin,with E, and whole next Vowel is I,
as Epicurus *Ebionitcs, Epigram, Edi8,&c. * see the

The Reafon why I always begin at the Bottom of

Top of the Back of the Page, and thic I ^e
afffgn to one Clafs the Two Pages which

'

face one another, rather than a whole Leaf,
is that the Heads of this Clafs may appear
all at once, otherwife you muft be at die

Trouble of turning over the Leaf.

Whensoever I would write a new Head,
in my Common-Place Book, I look present
ly in my Index for the Chara$eriftic$cLet-
ters of the Word, and I fee by theNum

ber which follows them where the Page
aflign'd to the Clafs of this Head is. But

if there be no Number to be found, I muft
look/ the Firft Back ofthe next BlankPage.
I mark its Number in the Index, and fp
I preferve this page, with the Right.Side
of the following Leaf for this newClafs.
Let the Word be for Example Ad-vprfqria,
if I feenoNumber in the Space A E, 1 look
the Firft Empty Back of a Leaf, which
finding in the Fourth Page, I put" in the

Space A E the Number 4, and in the 4th
Page the Head Adverfaria, with all that

ought to be put under this Head, as I have

already done.

After that, this Fourth Page with the

V. Fifth' that follows it, is referv'd for

C 2 the
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ADVERSARJOR U.M METHODUS.

the Clafi A E ; that is to fay for

Heads which begin with A and where

the following Vowel in the Word is E,
as Agefibus Aeheron, Anger, i!?c.
When the Two- Pages deilgn'd for

this head are quite full, then look for

the Back of the next Blank Page : If

it is that which immediately follows,
I write at the Bottom of the Margin
in the Page that I have laft

filled up, the Letter V that is Yerte,
Turn over , and likewiie at the Top of

the Page following. If the Pageswhich

imrhediateiyN follow are already taken

up by other Claires, I write at the Bot
tom of the Page laft filled up the Num

ber of the next Back of the Page. I

fet down again the Head of which it

treats* under which I go on to w*Ke

what I have to put into my Common-

Place-Book, as if it were in the fame

Page. At the Top of this new Back I

fet down alfo the Number of the Page
which has been laft filled up. By thefe

Numbers, which refer to one another,
the i ft ofwhich is at theEnd ofonePage,
and the 2d at the Beginning dfanother,
one reads the Matter which is Separa
ted as well as if there was nothing be
tween them. For by this Reciprocal
Reference of Numbers, one turns over

as one Leaf all thofeWhich are between

t&em, as if they were join'd together.



(9)
You have an Example of it in the

Third and/Fourteenth Pages.
Every Time

'

1 put a Number at the

Bottom of a Page, I put it alfo in the

Index , but when I put only V, I make
no Alteration in the Index ; the Reafon

ofwhich you will learn by Ufe.

If the principal Word of the Head

be a Monofyllable, ( or aWord of One

Syllable) and beginswith a Vowel, this

Vowel is at the fame Time both the

irft Letter of the ^Vord, and the Cha-

ra&eriftick Vowel ; fo 1 write theWord

Art in A a, and Elf in E e.

It may be ieen by what I have faid,
that one is to begin to write every Glafe
of Words on the Back of the Page.
It may from thence happen that the

Backs of all the Pages may be full,
while there may be*Right Sides enough see the

which do yet remain empty. If you Fifteenth,

have a Mind then to fill up the Book, JygJ*
youmay affign thefeRight Sides, which %eBth pA\
are yet entirely blank, to new Clafies. &*> &c.

If any one thinks that thefe Hundred

Claires are not fufficient to take in all

Sorts of Subje&s without Conftfion, he
may, following the fame Method, in-

creafe the Number to Five Hundred, by
adding a Vowel. But having try'd both
the one and^the other Metftod; J pre
fer the. former, and Ufe will.comfcirjce

thofe that (hall make Tryal-of it that
Y.it is fufficient for all Subjects, elpecial-
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ly if they have a Book for every Sci

ence, in which they make their Colle

ctions, or at leaft Two, for the Two

Heads to which we may refer all our

Knowledge, to wit, Moral and Natu

ral Phi/oJophy.
One may alfo add to them a Third

Book, which you may call the Science^

or Knowledge ofS(>z/,which refpetlsthe
Ufe of Words, and is of far larger Ex
tent than the Ordinary Critical Art.

As .for the Language in which one

ought to exptels the Titles,! believe the
Latin Tongue to be the moft Conveni

ent, provided one always obferves the

Nominative Cafe, leaftin Difiyllables,
(or Words of Two Syllables; or in

Monofyllabieswhich begin with a Vow-

el,the Change, which happens in the Ob*

lique Cafeslhould cauf? Confufion. But

k does not,much matterwhat Language
you make Ufe of, provided you do not

mix the Heads of different Languages
together.
To remark a Place in an Author from

whom I would colleft any Thing j
make ufe' of this Method : Before j[ ,

write down any thing I put the Name,
of my Author in my Common-Placer

Book, and, under that Name, the Title
of the '. Treatife I am reading, the Vo-

jjwne, the Tttne and Place of the Edi

tion, and (what ought never to be o-

mitted J



mitted ) the Number of the Pages that
the whole Book contains. For Exam

ple, I put in the Clafs M. A. Mdr-

Jhami Canon Chronicur, JEgyptiacus,
Gracus, & Difquijitiones, Fo/. Lond.

16J2, p. 626. This Number of the

Pages ferves me for the future to mark

the Particular Treatife of the Author,
and the Edition that I make ufe of. 1

have no more Need to mark the Place

otherwife, than by putting in the Num

ber of the Page from whence I have

Collected/what I have wric over the

Number of the Pages of the whole Vo

lume. You will fee an Example of it
in Acbtrufia, where the Number 259
is over the Number 626, that is to fay,
theNumberofthe Pages where thePlace
is that is treated of, over the Number
of the Pages of all the Volume. So I not
only avoid the Trouble of writing Ca

non, V. but I can alfo, by the Help'of
the Rule of Three, find the fame PafTage
in any other Edition whatever, by look
ing the Number of Pages that the Edi
tion I have not made- ufe : of contains ;

fipce the Edition which I have ufed ha

ving 626 Pages, hath given me 259. I

confefs one does not always hit upon
tire very Page, becaufe of the Spaces
which may be made in different Editi
ons, which are not always propor-
tionably equal , but neverthelefs you are

V. never very far off of the Page'; and 1t- is

much
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much better to find out the Paflkgewith
in fome few Pages of the Place, than to
be at the Trouble of turning over the

whole Book to find it : as you muft
do if the Book has no Index, or where
the Index is not very correcL

ACHERUS IA. ] Pratum, Jula mortu-
orum Habitatio eft Locus prope Mem*

phim,juxta Paludem, quam vocant Ache-

rufiam, &c. This is a PafTage taken out
of the Firft Book of Diodorus Sicuius,
the Senfe ofwhich is this : The Fields,
where they feign the Habitation of the

Dead to be, is a Place not far from

Memphis, near theMatfh called Ache-

: rujia, where there are moft Delightful
Fields, with Lakes and Woods of Lotus

and Calamus*

It is not without Reafon then that

Orpheus lays the Dead inhabit thofe

Places, becaufe it is there that the moft
and greateft Funeral Solemnities of the

Mgyptjans are Celebrated ; they carry
the Dead over the River Nile, and the
Marfh Acherufia, and lay them in Sub-

terraneous Vaults.

There are other Stories among the

Grecians concerning the Shades below,
which are very like thofe Stories which

are invented at thisDay in JEgypt. For
they
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ihey call the Boat which carries over the
Dead Dark, and a Piece of Money is

given to the Waterman for his Paflage,
whofe Name in the Language of that

Country is called Charon. Not far from

this Place there is the Temple of

Gloomy Hecate, alfo the Gates of Cocy-
tus and Lethe, fhut up with great Bra

zen Bars ; there are alfo other Gates,
called the Gates of Truth, before which
ftands the Statue of Juftice without au
Head. Marfham |-i^.

V

D EBIO-
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EBIONITES.] S(U all tbaftfyubaft
and give -if to the P^f* j^** C'W ^?f
/?/Aw wr': But at that tpf.RfcbMan be

gan to fcratch his Head, and was not at
all pleas''d with the 'Advice that Jefue
Save him. And the torifaid unto bin?-
howJay you I have fulfilled the Lawajtq
the Prophets, fhce it is written in the
Law, thou fhalt love thy Neighbour as

ihyfelf-, and lo there are many of thy
"brethren, the Children ofAbraham, whpt
have bad Raiment, anddie viitbHunger*
while no Help is adminiftred to them

fromyou, thdyourHoufe abounds with all
Good Things ? Andhaving turnd to Si

mon, his Difciple, whofat next him, Si

mon, thou Son of Johanna, faid he, it
is eafier for a Camel to go through the

Eye of a Needle, thanfor a Rich Man

to enter into the kingdom of Heaven.
Ebion alter'd this Paflage of theGofpeL
becaufe he did not acknowledge Chrire
to be the Son ofGod, nor a Law-giver,
but a bare Interpreter of the Law which

was given by Mofes. Grotius 1$-.

HERE-
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HERETICKS.] Noftrum igitur fu.it
eligere & optare meliora, ut ad veflram
correQionem aditum haberemus. Augu-

fiinus Tom.^X, Col. \\6. fol. Bq/ilea
1542. contra Epijl.Manicbdi, quam va

cant fundamenti. "
We believed that

"
other Methods ought to be taken ,

in
" Order to make you TetracT: your Er-
"
rors , Affronts and Invetives are by

" all Means to be avoided, ill Ufage
"
and Perfecution are never likely to

"fucceed; but the only Way to draw
w

you is by kindDifcourfes and Exhorta-
"

tions, which may demonftrateourten-
" der Concern foryou 5 according to that
"
of the Scripture, a Servant of the

tc Lord ought not to.be Quarrelfom, but
"
Gentle to allMen -, Apt to teach,Patir!

"

ent,and withModefty,to reprove thofe
t( that are not like-minded.Let thofe Per-

fons rigoroufly treat you, who know not

how difficult it is'to come to the Know

ledge ofTruth, and to avoid Errors. Let

thofe Perfons rigoroufly treat you, who

know not how hard a Matter it is, and
and how feldom Effe&ed, to caufe

Carnal Imaginations to give way to Spi
ritual and Pious ones. Let thofe Perfons

rigoroufly treat you, who are not fenfi-

bleof the extreamDifficulties that there

are to purine the Eye of the inward

Man, in Order to make it capable of

perceiving Truth, which is the Sun of

jothe Soul. Let

CON-
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CONFESSION OF FAITH.] Pe-

riculofum nobis admodum atque etiam

miferabile eft,' tot nunc fides exiftere,
quot voluntates ; & tot nobis doUrinas

effe quot mores, &c. Hilarius, p. 211.
in Lib. ad Conjiantium Auguftum. Bafil.
1 570, Fol. It is a Thing both Deplora
ble and Dangerous, that there are now
as many Confeffions of Faith as there

are Wills, as many Opinions as Incli

nations, and as many Sources of Blaf

phemy as there are Vices, whilft we

make as many Confeffions ofFaith as we

pleaie, andGlofs upon them as we think

fit. And as there is but OneGod, One

Lord, and One Baptifm, fo there is but

OneTaith, which One Faith we Re

nounce when we make many different
Confeffions ; and certainly this Diverfi-

ty is the Caufe that there is no more

true Faith to be found. We are con

vince, that after the Council at Nice

there was nothing, either on one Side

or t'other, but writing Confeffions of

Faith. And while they contend about

Words, while they debate aboutNovel
Queftions, while they difpute about E-

quivocal Terms, while they complain
of Authors, while every Body endea

vours to advance his own Party, while

2400 one can agree,

HERE-



 



HERETICKS.] Let thofe Perfons rigo
roufly treatyou,who know not how many

Sighs and Groans it cofts before one can
attain to any fmall Knowledge of the

Divine Being. Finally, let thofe Per

fons rigoroufly treat you, who were ne
ver feduc'd 1>y fuch Errors as they fee

you have been deceiv'd by. I pals by
that moft pure Wifdom, to the Know

ledge of which very few Spiritual Per
fons arrive at in this Life , yet although
they know it but in very fmallMeafure,
becaufe they are Men, yet they know
it without doubting. For in theCatho-

lick Church it is not Penetration of

Wit, norDepth ofKnowledge, but the
. Simplicity of the Faith, which makes

People fure and fafe.

Barbari quippe homines Romano; imo.

potius human* eruditionis expertes, qui
nihil omnino fciunt, nifi quod a DoSori-
bus fuis audiunt ; quod audiunt hoc fe-
guunturrGfc. Salvianus -f-fi. The Senfe
ofwhich take as follows. This Bifhop
ipeaking of the Arian Gothk and Van

dals, They are a Barbarous People,
lays her who have not any Tafte of the
Roman Learning, and who are ignorant
even of thofe Thingswith which aimoft
all the reft of Mankind are acquainted ;

they know nothing but what they have

learnt from their Do&ors, and mind

nothing but what they have heard from
them. Whence People fo ignorant as

thefe
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tjjefe are^ find

themfelves under a Ne-

cecity oflearning the Myfteries of the

(Sojjpel, rather from the Inftrutions

liffcicii are given them, than from the

Idling ofBooks, Therefore the Tra-

ditionr .and receiv'd Doftrine of their

Mailers are the only Rule that they
iKuIqw, because they know nothing but
what they have taught 'cm. They are

HereticltSjbut theyknow,not that they are
to. They are lb indeed m our.Efteetn,
but they don't at all believe it $ yea, on
the contraty. they reckon themfelves to
be true Catholkks, ajid Brand us with

tie JPjtJe tf i Hereticks. '..They judge
therefore of us juft i^s^e do of them.
We are perftaded witii our felves that

they doWrong to the Divine Generati-

on,in maintaining the Son to be inferiour
to the Father. They imagine that we

derogate from the Glory of the Father
becaufe we believe them to be Equal.
TheTruth is on ourSide, but they pre*
tend it is on theirs. We give all due

Honour to God, and they think that

weir Belief tends more to the Honour

of God than ours. They are wanting
in their Duty to God, but this they
count the higheft Duty of Religion;
and they make true Piety to confift in

that which we have a quite contrary O-

pinion of. They are then in ah Error,
but yet they are Sincere-, and it proceeds

V. not from an Hatred, but Loveof God.

E HE-
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HERETICKS.] For they pretend that

by it they do better teftifie the Refpet
they have for God, and their Zeal for

his Glory. Therefore although they
have not a right Faith, yet they never-

thelefs look upon it as a perfect Love
of God.' How thefe Perfons will be

punifjipd'fbr their Errors at the Day of

Judgment the great Judge of the Uni-
verfe alone knows, in the mean Time

I believe that Qoi exercifes his Patience

towards them, becaufe he fees that their
Heart is more right than their Faith-

and that when they do deceive them-

Telves, it is an Affe&ion for Piety that

is the Caufe oftheir Error;

CON
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CONFESSION OF FAITH.] While no

one can agree, while they Anathema

tize one another, there is fcarce any that
flicks clofe to JefusChrift. WhatChange
was there in theConfeflion of Faith but

laft Year ? The Firft Synod of the Jv7-

cene Council ordains that nothing fhould
be faid concerning the Homoufign , the

Second orders and ordains that they
fhould fpeak of it ; the Third excufes

the Fathers ofthe Council, and pretends
that they took the Word Oufia limply ,
laftly, the Fourth, inftead of excufing,
condemns "em. As to the Refemblance

ofthe Son with his Father, which is the

Confeflion of Faith of thefe unhappy
Times, they difpute whether he is like
in the Whole, or only in Part. Behold

whatFine Inquirers thefe are into the Se
crets of Heaven ! In the mean while,
it is upon the Account of thefe Confef

fions of Faith about the invifible Myftc*
ries, and about our Faith in God, that

we thus Calumniate one another. We

make Confeffions every Year, and alio
every Month $ we Repent of what we
have done,weDefend thofe thatRepent
of 'em, and afterwards Anathematize
thofe we have defended : So we Con
demn either the Opinions of others in
our felves, or our own Opinions in o-

thers; and in thus Tearing one another

to Pieces, we have been theCaufeof

each other's Ruin.

flNlS.
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A Lett* ofDoctor John Wallis to Ro-

beffBoyle, Efy$ concerning thefad
DoHors Efay of Teaching a Perfb*
Dumb and Deaf to Speak, and to

tlnderftand a Language, together
with the Succefs thereof* made appa
rent to his Majefiy, the RoyalSociety,
and theVniverfity of'Oxford.

SIR,

I
Did acquaint you a while fince, That

( befide the Consideration of
,

which 1 had in Hand ) I had under

taken another Task, (almoft as Hard as

to make Mr. underftand Reafon) to

Teach a Perlbn Dumb and Deaf3to Speak,
ix&KsUnderftanda Language. Ofwhich if
he coulddo <$ther,theotherwould be more

eafie 5 but his knowing neithej? makes
both larder: And tho' the Ibrmer may
be thought the more difficult, the latter

may perhaps require as much of Time.
For if -a cdhfiderable Time be requifite,
tdf him that can fpeak One, to learn a Se
cond Language, much more for him that

knows None, to learn the Firft.

I
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I told you in my laft, that my Mute was

now at leaftSemivocalis ; whereof becaufe

you defire a more particular Information,
I thought my felfobligM'to' give you this

briefAccount of that whole Affair , that

you may at once perceive, as weilvupon
what Oonfideraripns I was induced: to At

tempt that Work, and what I did.propofe
to my' felf as Feafible therein, as whpt
Succefs"had hitherto attended that Ef^.
The fask hr felf confifts of Two Very

different PartSi each of which doth render

the other more difficult. For, befidethat

which appears upon the Firft View, to

teach a Perfon who cannot Hear to Pro

nounce the Sound of Words ; there is that

other, of teaching him to Underftand a

Languagev^&ui know the Signification of
thofe Woife whether Spoken orWritte^
whereby' he may both exprefc his own

Senfe, and underftand the Thoughts of o-

thersV wit^qut which latter, that former

were only to fpeak like a Parrot, or to

write;like aiScrivener, who underftanding
no Language but Englifh^ tranferibes a

Piece otLatfn^Welfh, or IHfh , or like a
Printer o\Greek or Arabiek, who knows

neither the" Sound nor Significationofwhat

hePrinteth, .

Now. ijhopgh I did nolt apprehend ei

ther of thefe} impoffiblei . yet, that each

ofthem dqth render the other more h^rd,
was loobvious. as that I could not be igno
rant of it. For how eafily thetlnderftand-

ing
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ing of a Language is attain'd by the Bene

fit of Difcourfe we fee every Day ; not

only in thofe who knowing One

Language already, are now to learn a Se

cond ; but (which doth more referrible

the prefent Cafe ) in Children, who as yet

knowing none, are now to learn their Firft

Language.
For it is very certain, that no Two Lan

guages can be fo much different the one

from the other, but that the Knowledge of
the one will be fubfervisnt to the Gaining
of the other , not only becaufe there is

now a Common Language, wherein the

Teacher may Interpret to the Learner the

Signification of thofe Words and Notions

which he knows not, and exprefs his own

Thoughts to him; but; likew tie '(which
is very confiderable) becaufe the'' Cbmmon

Notions 0/'Language', wherein ail or moft

Languages do agree, and alfofo many of

the Particularities thereof a are common

to the Language he knows; already, and;
that which he is to learn, ( vyhich will be ;
very many) are already, kn'oVni and

therefore a very confiderable P^rt already
difpatch'd of that Work, which will be

neceffary for the Teaching of a Firft Lan
guage to hirh who as yet knows none.

i But to this t)ifadvantage ( of teaching
a Firft Language) when that ofDeafnefs
is fuperadded it muft needs4 augment- the

Difficulty , fince it is' jtiimifeftly^evident
from Experience, that'the^rrfoft ittftanri-

geous



geous Way of Teaching a Child his Fitft

Language is that of'PerpetualDifcourfe ;
not only what is particularly addrefs'd to

himfelf, as well in pleafing Divertile-

ments, or delightful Sportings, (and
therefore infinuates itfelfwithout any irk-
fome or tedious Labour) as what is direct
ly intended for his more ferious Infor
mation : But that Difcourfe alio which

pafleth between others
, .where, without

Pains or Study, he takes Notice ofWhat

Actions in the Speaker do accompany fuch
Words, and what EfFe&s they do produce
in thole towhom they are direfted'; which
doth, byDegrees, infinuate the Intendments.
of thofe Words.

(

And as thatDeafnefs makes it themore
difficult to teach him a Language, fo on

the other Hand that Want of Language
makes it more hard to teach him how to

fpeak or pronounce the Sounds. For there

being no other Way to direct his Speech,
than by teaching him how the Tongue,
the Lips, the Palate, and other Organs of
Speech are to be apply'd and mov'd in the

Forming of fuch Sounds as are required ;

to the End that he may, by Art, pronounce
thofe Sounds which others do by Cuffom,
they know not how. It may be thought
fiard enough to exprefs in Writing, even
to one who underftands, it very well, thofe

veryNiceCuriofities and DelicaciesofMo

tion, which moft be obferved (though
we heed it not) by him, who without



Help ofhis Ear to guide his Tongue, fhall
form that Variety of Sounds we ufe in

Speaking : Many of which Curiofities

are fo Nice and Delicate, and the Differ

rence in Forming thofe Sounds fo very Sub

tile, that moft of our felves, who pro
nounce them every Day, are not able,
without a very Serious Confideration, to

give an Account by what Art or Motion

our felves form them ; much lefs to teach

another how it is to be done. Arid if,
by writing to one who underftands a Lan

guage, it be thus difficult to give Inftru-

Clions, how, without the Help of Hear

ing, he muft utter thofe Sounds, it muft
needs increafe the Difficulty, when there

is no other Language to exprefs it in, but
that ofDumb Signs.
Thefe Difficulties (ofwhich I was well

aware ) did not yet fo far difcourage me
from thatUndertaking, but that I did ft ill

conceive it poffible that both Parts of this
Task might be effected.

As to the Firft of them ; Tho' I did not
doubt but that the E?r doth as much guide
the Tongue in Spewing, as the Eye doth
the Hand in Writing, or Playing on the

Lute i and therefore thofe who by Acci
dent do wholly lofe their Hearing, lofe al
io their Speech, and confequently become
Dumb as well as Deaf; (for it is in a
manner the fame Difficulty for one that

Hears not, to fpeak well, as for him that

is Blind, to write a fair Hand ). Yet fince
F^ we
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we fee that 'tis poffible for a Lady to at

tain fo great a Dexterity,jis, in theDark,
to play on a Lute, though to that Va

riety of nimble Motions, the Eyes Dire

ction, as well as the Judgment of the Ear,
might feem neceflary to guide the Hand ;
I did not think it impofiible, but that the

Organs of Speech might be taught to ob

serve their due Poftures, though neither
the Eye behold their Motion, nor the Ear
difcern the Sound they make,

And as to the other, that "of Language,
might feem yet more poffible : For fince

that in Children, every Day the Know

ledge of Words, with their various Con-

ftru&ions and Significations, is by degrees
attain'd by the Ear, fo that in a few Years

they arrive to a competent Ability of ex-

preuing themfelves in their FirftLanguage,
at leaft as to the more ufual Parts and No*

tions of it, why fhould it be thought
impoffible that the Eye (though with

fome Disadvantage) might as well apply
fuch Complication of Letters, or other

Characters, to reprefent the various Con

ceptions of the Mind, as the Ear, a like

Complication of Sounds? For though,
as things now are, it be very true that7

Letters are, with us, the immediate Chara

cters of Sounds, as thofe of Sounds are of

Conceptions, yet is there nothing, in the

Nature of the Thing it felf, why Letters
and Characters might not as properly be

applied to reprefent immediately, as by
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the Intervention ofSounds, what our Con

ceptions are.
Which is fo.great a Truth, (though

not fo generally taken Notice of) that

'tis pra&iced every Day j not only by the

Chjnefes, whofe whole Language is faid

to be made up of fuch Characters as to

tfcprefent Things and Notions indepen
dent on the Sound ofWords ; and is there
fore indifterently fpokeb by thofe who

differ not in the Writing of it , ( like as

whar, in Figures,, we write i, 2^, 3, for

One, Two, Three \: a Frenchman, for Ex

ample, reads Un, Deux, Trok) But, in

Part, alio amongft our felves , as in the

Numeral Figures now mentioned, and ma-

nyiother Characters; of Weights and Me

tals, ufed indifferently by divers Nations

to fignihe the fame Conceptions, though
expreffed by a different ^ou^ncV of-Words-j
and more frequently in the^jFr^iee of

Specious Arithmetick, and Operations of
Algebra, exprefled in fuch,Symbols, as fo
little need the Intervention ot ^ords to
make known their; Meaning, that, when
.different Perfdns: come to expiels, i aWords
the Senfe of thofe Characters, /ttejfwUl as
little agree upon the fame Words, tho'
all ekprefe the fame Senfe, asTwoTranfla-
torS of one and the fame Book into ano

ther Language.
And though f will not difpu'te the Pra-"

tical Poffibility of introducing, anVniver-

fal CbaraQir, in which all Nations, tho*

F,i 'of
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of different Speech, (hall exprefs their
commonConceptions; yet that fome Two j

orThree(ormore) Perfons may,by Confcnt,
agree upon fuchCharacters, whereby to ex*

preis each to other their Senfe in Writing,
without attending the Sound of Words, is
fo far from an Impoffibility, that it muft
needs be allowed to be very Feafible/ if
not Facile. And if it may be done by new?
invented Characters, why not as well by
thofe already in ufe? < Which though to

thofe who know their common Ufe may

fignihe Sounds; yet to thofe who know it

not, or do not attend it, may be as imme

diately applied to fignifie Things or Noti
ons, as if they fignified nothing elfe -, and
fo long as it is purely Arbitrary by what

Character to exprefs fuch a Thing or No

tion, we may as well make ufe of that

Character or Collection of Letters, to ex
prefs the Thing to the Byes of him that is

Deaf, by which others exprefs the Sound

or Name of it to thofe that Hear. So that

indeed that fhall be to him a real Chara

cter, which exptefleth to another a Vocal

Sound, but fignifieth to both the fame

Conception ; which is to underftand the

Language. :

To thefe Fundamental Grounds of Pof-

fibility in Nature, I may next add a Con

federation which made me think itMoral

ly poffible ; that is, not impoflible to fuc-

ceed in Practice. And becaufe I am now

giving an Account to One who is fo good
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a Friend to Mathematicks, and Profi

cient therein, I (hall not doubt but this

Confideration will have the Force of a

great Suafive. Confidering therefore from
how few and defpicable Principles the

whole Body of Geometry, by continual

Confequence, is inforced ^ if fo fair a Pile,
and curious Structure, may be rais'd, and
ftand faft upon fo fmall aBottom, I could

not think it incredible, that we might at
tain fome confiderable Succefs in this De-

fign, how little foever we had firft to be

gin upon ; and from, thofe little Anions

andGeftures, which have a kind of Na

tural Significancy in them, we might, if
well managed, proceed gradually to the

Explication ofa Compleat Language, and
withal direcl: to thofe Curiofities ofMoti

on and Pofture in the Organs of Speech,
requifite to the Formation of a Sound de-

fired, and, fo to efteSt both Parts ofwhat
we intend.

My next Inducement to undertake it,
was aConfideration of the Perfon (which,
in a Work of thjsr>Jaturev. is of no fmall
Concernment),; who wat repfefented to

me as very Ingenious and Apprehenlive,
(and therefore a very fit Subject: to make
an Eflky upon) and fo fat at feaft a Ma

thematician as to draw Pictures*, wherein,
I was told he had attain'd fo good Ability,
which did induce me to believe that he

was not uncapable of the Patience, which
Will be neceuary to attend the,Curiosity of

thofe
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Aofe futte Varieties in the Articulation of

Sounds, being already accuftomed to ob-

ferve and imitate thofe little Niceties in

a Face, without which it is not poflible to
Draw a Pj&ure Well.

I fhall add this alfo, That, once, he could
have fpoken, though fo long ago that ( I

think) he doth fcarce remember it. But

having, by Accident, when about 'Five

Years ofAge, loft his Hearing, he confe-

quently loft his Speech alfo; not all at

once, but by degrees, in about half a

Year's Time : Which though it do con

firm what Iwas faying but now, how need

ful it is for the Ear to guide the TOngae
in Speaking, (fince that Habit of peak
ing, which was attain'd by Hearing, was'

loft with it) and might therefore difeou-

rage the Uriderftandfng -, yet I was there

by ^ery much fecured, that Jjis Want of

Speech was but a Confequeht of hisWant

ofHearing, and did not proceed original*
ly from an Indifpofition in the Organs of

^Speech to form thofe Sounds. And tho"

the NeglecV of it in his younger Years.

when the Organs ofSpeech being yet tern

der, were more pliable, might now rendrt

them lefs Capable of that AccutatertKt
which thofe of Children attain uirfb,
(whereof we have daily Experience^ it

being found very difficult, if not impoffr
He, to teach a Foreigner well in Years the
Accurate Pronouncing of that Sound ot

Language, which, in his tender Years, .he
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had not learned )
fpeak but fo wellf as^a Foreigner,
Years, may l&xtMo^pd!Jfougli/bji&at^
ftiall be farther WMtjtDg.to that Accurr
nefs which a Nativev^)Afiu1$;(p
attains unto, may, to^TtixlLffiJruifC^ElTi-
ma te, be very well difpenced with ?

Having thus acquainted you with thofe

Confiderations which did induce me to at

tempt it, left you may think I build too

confidently there upon, and judge me guil
ty of too much Vanity, in promifing my
felfa greater Succefs than can in Reafon

be hoped for, it will next be neceftary to
give you fome Account what Meafure of

Succefs I might propbfe to my felf as pro
bable in fuch an Uaderraking.

And as to the Firft Part of it, (that of

Speakiag) though I did believe, thatmuch
more & to be Effected than is commonly
thought Feafible ; and that it was poffible
for him fo to fpeak as to be underftood;
yet I cannot promife my felfthat he fhall
ipeak fo Accurately, but that a Critical
Ear may eafily difcerii lome Failures, or
little Differences from the ordinary Tone
or Pronunciation of other Men ; (Juice
that we fee the like every Day, when not
Foreigners only, but thofe of our own

Nation in the femoter Parts of it, can

hardly fpeak fo Accurately, as riot to dif-
covtr a confiderable Difference from what
is the commonDialed orTone at London.)
And this not only upon the Confidexation

laft
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laft mentioned, concerning the Organs,of
Speech lels pliable to thofe Sounds to

which they were not from the Firft accu-

ftomed) but efpecially upon that other

Confideration, concerning the Ears Ufeful-
nefs to guide and correQ: the Tongue. For

as I doubt not but that a Perfonwho knows

well how to Write, may attain by Cuftom
fuch a Dexterity as to Write in the Dark

tolerably well, yet it could not be expect
ed that he fhould perform it with the fame

Elegancy as if he law the Motions of his

Hands ; fo neither is it reafonable to be

expected, that he who cannot Hear, tho'
he may know how to Speak truly, fhould

yet perform it fo Accurately as if he had

the Advantage ofhis Ear alfo.
Nor can I promife, nor indeed hope,

that how Accurately foever he may learn

to Speak, he fhould be able to make fo

great Ufe of it as others do. For fince

that he cannot Hear what others fay to

him, as well as exprefs his own Thoughts
to them, he cannot make fuch Ufe of it

in Difcourfe as others may. And though
it may be thought poffible that he may in

Time difcern by the Motion of the Lips,
vifible to the Eye, what is faid to hitnj
(of which I am loth to deliver a pofitive
Judgment, fince much may be faid conje-
fturally both Ways), yet this cannot be

expected, till at leaft he be fo perfe&ly
Mafter of the Language, as that, by a

few Letters known, he may be able to fun*

ply
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ply the reft of the Word ; and by a few

Words, the reft of the Sentence, or at leaft
the Senfe of it, hy a probable Conje&ure,
(as when we Decipher Letters written in

Cipher) For, that the Eye can actually
difeern ail the Varietiesrof Motion, in the

Organs of. Speech, and fee what Sounds

are made by thefe Motions, (of which

many are inward, and are not expos*d to
the Eye at all) is not imaginable; ,

But as to the other Branch of our De-

fign, concerning the Underftanding of a

Language, I fee nojleafbn at all to doubt,
but that he may attain This; as perfectly as
thofe that Hear * and that, allowing the
like Time and Exercife, as to other Men

is requifite to attain the Perfection of a

Language, and the Elegance of it, he may
Underftand as well, ard Write as good
Language as other Men* and (abating
only what doth. directly depend upon

Sound, as Tones, Cadencies,, and fuch

Punctilio's)nowhit inferior towhat he may
attain to, if he had his Hearing as others.

have. And what I fpeak of him in parti
cular, I mean as well of any other Ingeni
ous Perfon in his Condition , who, I be

lieve,, might be taught to ufe their Book

and Pen aswellasothers, if a right Courfe
were taken to that Purpoie.
To tell you next, what Courfe I have

hitherto ufed towards this Defign, it will.
not be fb neceflary. For fhould I defeend to

Particulars, it would be too tedious , ef-

G pecially
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pecially fince they are to be ufed very in

differently, aqd varied as the prefent Cafe
and Ciiicumftance do require ; and as to

the General Way, it is fufficiently intima

ted, already.
As' to that of Speech* 1 muft firft, by

the moft flghWicant Signs I can, make him
to underftand in what Poftare and Motion

f would have him apply hisTongue, Lips,
and therOrgans Of Speech, to the fortn-

ihg of fuch a Sound as 1 direct. Which

if 1. hit right, I confirm him in it-, if he

mifs, 1 fignifie to bjm in what he differed

from my Direction,2 and to what Circurn-

ffances be itiuft attend to mend it. By
which Means, with rfonie Trials atid a

little Patience, he teams firft One, then
another Sound i and, by frequent&epeti-
tions, Is cohfirm'd ih itL, or (if he chance

to forget) recovers k again.
'

mi...

And for this Work I was fo far prepa
red beforehand, that I had heretofore.

upon -another Occafion, ( in my Treatife

DeLdqutla, prefixed to VRfGramma* for
the Effglijh Tongue) 'confideted very ex-

ac%, (yrhat few Attend to) the Accurate
Formation of all Sounds' in Speaking,; ( at
leaft as to our own Language, and thofe I

knew) without- which it-were in vaih to

fet upon the Task. Fdr^lfwe donotkowi
or not confider, howweApply our ownOr
gans ifi forining thofeSounds we fpeak, it
Jsnbt likely, that we IhaM, thisWayTeacfe
another.

A*



(39)
As to that of Teaching him the Lan

guage, I muft, (as Mathematicians do

from a few Principles firft granted) from

that little Stock (that we have to begin
upon) of fuch Actions and Geftures asfiatfe
a kind of Natural Significancy,' or fome

few-Signs, which himfel'f had before ta

ken up to exprefs his Tjioughrs asWell as

he could, Proceed to Tepch him what I

mean byrfbmewhat el(e$ and fo, by Steps,
to more and more : And this, fo far -as
wejl I can, in fuch Methods, as that what

he knows already may be a 'Step to what

he is next to learn ; as in Mathematitks,
we make,ufe, not of Principles only, ?b'ut

Fropofitions already derhonftrared, in the
Demonftration of that which follows. ",v>

It remains now, for the Perfecting the
Account which at prefent you defire ofme,
only to tell you, what frogrefs we have al

ready made; which had not your Defires

commanded from me, I fhould fraVe' re-

fpjced a while longer, till 1 might have
made it fomewhat Fuller.

'
^

'He hath been already withme fomewhat
more than Two Months, in which Time,
though I cannot be thought, to have Fi-

nifjhed fuch a Work, yet the Succefs is not
falittle 33 to Difcourage the Underraking,
but as much as I could hope for in fo thou

a Time, and more than I did expect; So

that J may %,, the greateft Difficulty of
both Parts being atmoft over, what Re

main^ is little more than the Work of

G 2 Time
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Time and Exercife. There is hardly any

Word, which (with Deliberation) he can

not fpeak; but to do it Accurately, and

with Expedition, we muft allow him the

Practice of fome confiderable Time, to

make it familiar to him.

And, as to the Language, though it were

very indifferent to him, who knew none,
which to begin withal ; yet fince it is out

ofQueftion, that Englijh, to him, is like

to be the moft Ufeful and Neceflary, it
was not advifeable to begin with any other.
For though he can pronounce the Latin

with much more Eafe, (as being lels per
plexed with a Multitude of concurring
Confonants) yet this is a Confideration of

much lefs Concernment than the other.
*

To this therefore having apply'd Tumi

felf, he hath already Learned a greatma

ny Words, and, I may fay, a confideraMe

Part of the Eqgl'Jh, as to Words of moft

frequent Ufe : |hit the whole Language
being fo Copious, tho' otherwife Eafie,
will require a longer Time to perfectwhat
he hath begun.

And this, Sir, is the full Hiftory ofout

Progrefs hitherto. If you fhall hereafter

efteem our future Succefs"worthy your ta

king notice of,^rou may command that,pr
what elfe is within the Power, of

Oxford, S I R, Tour Honour's
March 14.

*66. very. Humble Servant,

JOHN WALLIS.
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The following Account was Writ

by the late Ingenious Mr. Ol

denburg, Secretary of the

Royal Society,

THE, Perfon, to whom the foregoing
Letter doth refer, is Mr. Daniel

Whaley, ( Son of Mr Whaley, late
01Northampton, andMayor ofthat Town)
He was (Toon after the Date of this Let

ter) on the 21ft of May 1662, prefent at
a Meeting of the Royal Society, (ofwhich
the Regifter of that Day's Proceedings
takes particular Notice) and did in their

Prefence, to their great Satisfiaion, pro
nounce diftinftly enough fuch Words as
by the Company were propofed to him 5
and though not altogether with the ufual
Tone or Accent, yet fo as eafily to be un-

derftood: Whereupon alfo the faid Do-
Oor was, by the fame Aflembly, encou
raged to purfue what he had fo ingenioufty
and fuccefifully begun. About the fcme
Time alfo (his Majefty having heard of
it, and being willing to' fee him) he did
the like feveral Times ^Whitehall, in the
Frefence of His Majefty, his Highneis

Prince
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Prince Rupert, and divers others of the

Nobility, tho' he had then employ'd but a

fmall Time in acquiring this Ability. In

the Space of One Year, which was the

whole Time of his Stay with Dr. Wallis,
he had read over a great Partof the Er.g-
lifb Bible, and had attain'd fo much Skill,
as to exprefs hirhfelr' intelligibly in ordina

ry A&airsj to underftand Letters written

to him, and to write Anfwers to them,
tho' not Elegantly, yet fo as to be under

stood -, and in the Prefence of many Fo

reigners (who out ofCuriofity have come

to fee him ) hath oft-times not only read

Englijh and Latin to them, but pronoun-
ced the moft difficult Words of their Lan

guages (even Polilh it felfJ which they
could propofe to him. Since that Time,
tho1 he hath not had Opportunity of ma

king much farther Improvement, forwant
of an Inftructor, yet he doth yet retain

what he had attain'd to ; or wherein he

may have forgot the Nicenefs reqoifite in
the Pronunciation of fome Sounds, doth

eafily recover it with a little Helpv
'

Nor is this the only Perfon on whom

the faid Doctor hath ftiewed the Effect of

his Skill, but he hath fince done the like

for another, (a young Gentleman ofa ve

ry-good Family and a fairEftatej who

did-from his Birth want his Hearing. On

thisOccafion I thought it very fuitable to

give Notice ofa fmall Latin Trearife, ef

thii fame Author, firft Publjfhed in rte
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Year 1653, intituled De Loquela, [of
Speech ~\ prefixed to his Grammar of the

Englifh Tongue, written alfo in Latin. In

which Treatife of Speech, ( to which he

refers in this Difcourfe, and on Confidence

of which he durft undertake that difficult

Task) he doth very diftinctly lay down
theManner ofForming all Sounds of Let
ters ufual in Speech, as well of the Eng*
Rfh as of other Languages , which is, I

think, the Firft Book evet Publifhed of

that Kind -, ( for tho' feme Writers for

merly have here and there occafionally
faid fomething of the Formation of fome

particular Letters, yet none, that I know

of, had before him undertaken to give an
Account of ail. J Whether any fince him

have with more Judgment and Accyrate-
oefs performed the fame, I wjll not tale
upon me to determine. In his Grammar

of the Etngiijh Tongue, (to which this of
*
Speech is prefixed) he hath fb briefly

*
Aftanf.

and clearly given an Account of this tan- l?'T[thit(
guage, as may be very Advantageous, not s^tch %
onty to Strangers, for. the eafie Attain- Mmife' /
mem thereof^ but even to theEnglifh them- the Gr*m-

felves, for the clear Discovering (which* ?""'' "7f*
few take Notice of) the- true Genm of(XtS
their own Language. u/rfutMix

tions, itpre'
M'nffir tbe.Prefs ; the Whole mil le l&oJsfd over hyfeveral Learn
ed Aten, foth ofTom and the Vnruerfttieh Ifmy Gentlemen that
hate made Oifervat'wu on the- Engiifh Tongue, will te pleas 'd ta

commmcatt them to the faafyW/fe*', they fhatl b carefully inftrtti
in their proper Placet*
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A Letter of Dr. John Wallis*

(Gm. Prof. Oxon, and $.
R.S.) to Mr. Thomas Be

verly, concerning bis Method

for inftrutting Perfons Deaf,
and Dumb.

SIR,

IHave
receiv'd your Letter ofSept. 22.

wherein you tell me theCafe of a Fa

mily, wherein you are concern'd;
which is really very fad. Of Eight Chilr
dren now living, Five are Deaf and Dumb.

( And,1 1 fuppofe, Dumb becaufe DeaJ).
You defire my Directions, how beft to

Ripply that Defect : Having had fome

Acquaintance (I underftand) with Mr.

Alexander Fopham, (who, I think, is yet
living) whom ( being Born Deaf) I taught
(about Four or Five and Thirty Years ago^
to fpeak diftinctly, (though I doubt he

may, now have forgot much of it) and to

underftand a Language, fo as to exprefi
his Mind ( tolerably well ) by Writing,
and to underftand what is written to him

by others. As I had, before, taught Mr.

Daniel
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Daniel Whaley ; Who was Deaf alfo j

but is lately dead.

Others, who were not Deaf, but had

great Impediments in rheir Speech, (who
Stutter'd extremely, or who have not been

able to prtinbunce fome Letters, ) I have

taught to Speaksvery Diftinctly, and to

Pronounce thofe Letters which b-fore they
could not : So as perfectly to Conquer
that Difficulty ; at leaft.fo as that it was

very little (if 'at. all) difce-rnable.

Some other Deaf Perfons, I have not

attempted reaching them to Speak ; but

only fo as (iri good Meafure) tO u-iderr

ftand a Language, and to exprefs their

Mind (tolerably well) in Writing. Who

have thereby attained a much greater

Meafure of Knowledge in mariy Things,
than was thought attainable to P^rfonsin

the"ir Circumftances , and become capable
(upon farmer Improvement) offuch fur
ther Knowledge as is attainable by Read

ing.
The former Part of this Work (reach

ing to- Speak,- or to fpeak Plain) is to he

done, by Directing them to Apply their

Tongue, Lips, andotber Organs of Speech,
to fuch' Poftures and Motions, as are pro

per for the Formation of fuch and fuch

Sounds (rfefpecfively) as reufcd inSpeech.
And, then, the Breirb, emitted from the

Lungs, will Form 'thofe Sounds ( whether

the Perfon Speaking do hear him felf, or
not.

H Of
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Of which refpective Formation, of all

Sounds commonly ufed in Speech, I have

given a f .dl Account (and, I think, I am

the Firft who have done it) in my Trea-

tife De hoquela , prefixed to my Grammar

of the Englifh Tongue firft Publifhed in

the Year i <5 5 3. In Purfuance of which,
I attempted the Teaching ofDeaf Perfons
to fpeak.

And this is indeed the fhorter Work

of the Two. (However looked up
on the more Stupendous. ) But this,
without the other, would be of little
Ufe. For, to pronounce Words only as a

Parrot, without knowing what they figni-
fie, would do us but little Service. And
it would by~Degrees ( without a Director
to correct; Miftakes ) come to be loft in
Part. .For, like as one who Writes a fair

Hand, if he become Blind, would foon

forget the exact Draught I of his Letters,
for want of an Eye .to direct his Hand ;

So he, who doth not Hear himfelf Speak,
muft needs be apt to forget theNicenefs of
Formation, (without a Prompter) for
want of an Ear to regulate his Tongue.
The other Part of the Work ( to teach

a Language) is what you now inquire a-
bout.

In order to this ; it is Necefiary in the

Firft Place, That the Deaf Perfon be

taught to Write. That there may be fome-

what to exprefs to the. Eye, what the

Sound (of Letters) reprefents to the Ear.

Twill
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'Twill next b^ very Convenient

. (be:
caufe Pen and Ink is not always, at.Hand )
that he be taught, How to dejign each Let
ter, by fome certain Place, Pofition, or
Motion of a Finger, Hand,, or other Part
of the Body,* (which may ferve inftead

ofWriting.) As for Inftance, The Five

Vowels ae iow, by pointing to the Top
of the Five Fingers: .,And the other Let
ters be d, 8tc. by fuch other Place or Po-i

fture of a Finger, or otherwise, as fhall be

agreed upon.
.After this-, a Language, j^to.be taught

this D*^Perfon, by like.Methbds asChil

dren are at firft ;taughtTa Language\ (tho5
the Thing perhaps be not heeded.) Only
with this Difference : > Children learn
Sounds by the Ear ; biut the DeafPerfon
is to learn Marjis (of thofe Sounds)

'

by
the Eye. Butxbeth the one and the other,
do equally fignifie the fame Things or No
tions -, and are ^equ,ally (fgnjMcantia ad

placitum) of meer Arbitrary Significati
on.

'Tis then moft natural (as Children

learn the Names of Things) to furnifh
him (by Degrees) with a 'Nomenclator -,

containing a competent Number of Names

ofThingscommon and obvious to the Eye ,
(that you may fhew the Thing aofwering
to fuch a Name.) And thefe digefted un
der convenient Titles , and placed (under
them) in fuch convenient Order, (infe-
veral Columnes, or other orderly Situati-

H 2 on



oti in the Paper) as (by their fofirion )
beft to exprefs,' to the Eye, tfaeir Relation
or Refpect to one another. As -, Contraries

or Correlatives, one over agair*ft,trie other 5,

Subordinate's or Appurtenances, undef their

Principals. Which may"'ferve' as a kind of

Local Memory.

Thus, (in one Paper ) under the Title

Mankind, may t>e pl^cejd,' ( not Confuted.
ly, but in Decent Qrder) nMan^ Woman,
Child, (boy,' girl) -And, if you pleafe,
the Names of fome known Pferfons, (of
r$e Family, or others, ) w^tlriSpaces left
to be fupplied with other likelNames oi

Words, as after "there may be Occafi

on.

Then ( in another Paper) under the Ti*
tie Zfc^' may ^e'written (in like conve

nient Order ) "Head, (hair', skin, ear, )
facf, forehead, eye, ( eyeHd, eyebrow,)
cheek, nofe, (nofiril3) mouth, (lip, chin.)
Neck, (throat.) Back, Breaft, Side\
(right-fide, left-fide. ) Belly, Shoulder,
Arm% (ejbovo, W$-> hand, ( back, palm,)
finger, (thuynb, knucklef hail.) Thigh.
knee, leg,1 (jiin, calf, anffle,) 'foe*, (htoeA
fole,) toe. With like Spaces, as before,
for more to be added, as there is Occafi

on,

And when he hath learned the Import
ofWords in each Paper, let hicn write

them ( in like manner) in diftinct Leaves

or Pages of a Bpok (prepared for that

pur-
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purpofe) to confirm his Memory, and to

have Recourfe to it upon Occafiou.

In a Third Paper, you may give him

the Inward Parts. As, Scul, ( brain, )
Throat, ( wind-pipe, gullet,) Jiomacb,
(guts,) heart, lungs, liver, jplene, kidney,
bladder, (urine,) vein, ( blood,) bone,
(marrow,) fleflj, fat, &c.

In another Paper, under the Title Beaft,
may be placed ; horfe, (ftone horfe,geld
ing,) mare, (colt.) Bull, (ox,) cow,

calf Sheep, ram, (wether,) ew, (lamb.)
Hog, boar, fow, pig. D<g, (maftijf,
hound, grey-hound, fpamel,) bitch, (whelp,
puppy. ) Hare

,
rabbet. Cat

, moufc ,
rat, &c.

Under the Title Bird, or fowl, put

Cock, (capon,) hen, chick. Goofe, (gan
der,) go/ling. Duck, (drake,) Swan, Crow,
Kite, Lark, $cc.
Under the Title Yifh, put Pike, Ee/%

Plaice, Salmon, Lobftar, Crab, Oijier,
Crawfifh, &c.

You may then put Plants or Vegetables
under feveral Heads, oxKSubdivisions of
rhe fame Head. As, Tree, (root, body,
bark, bough, leaf, fruit;) Oak, afh, ap
ple-tree, pear -tree\ vine, &c. Fruit, ap
ple, pear, plumb, cherry, grape, nut, o-

range, lemon. Flower \ refv, tylip, gilo-
fer. Herb, {weed,) grafs. Cc>ii\xhcat,
barly, rye, pea, beanf

And the like, of; Ipanimates. As, Hear
ven ; fun, moon, ftar. Elements ; earth,

water,
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water, air, fire. And (under the Title
Earth -, ) ilay, /and, gravel, fione. Me

tal; gold, fther, brafs, (copper,) iron,
(fleetJ lead, tin, {pewter, ) gldfs. Un

der the Title Water C put Sea, pond, ri

ver, firearn. Under that of Air j put

Light, dark, mifi, fog. Cloud -, wind,
rain, hail, Jnow ; thunder , lightning,
rainbow. Under that of fire ; ; Coal

,

flame, fmodk, foot, afhes,
Under the Title Clothes-, put Woollen,

( cloth, fluff, ) Linnen ; (holland, lawn

lockarum) Silk, (Satin^Velvet.) Hat,
cap, band, doublet, breeches, coat, cloak-,

flocking, fhooe , boot, fhirt, petticoat,

gown, &c.^
Under trie Title' Houfe 5 put Wall,

roof, door, window, (cafement,) room.

Under Room ; put Shop, hall, parlour,
dining-room, chamber,, (Jfudy, dofct,)
kitchin, cellar, ftable, &c.

And, under each of thefe, (as diftinct

Heads,) the Furniture or VtenJUs belong
ing thereunto , (with Diyifions and Sub-

divifions, as there is Occafion ; ) which I

forbear to mention, that I be not too pro

lix.

And, in like manner, from time to

time, may be added more Collections or

Gaffes of Names or Words, conveniently
digefted under diftinct Heads, and fuita-

ble Diftributions , to be written in di

ftinct Leaves or Pages ofhis Book ; in fuch

Order
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Order as may feem convenient : Which I

leave to the Prudence of the Teacher.

When he is furnifhed with a competent
Number of Names, ( though not fo many

as I have mentioned : ) it will be feafona-
ble to teach him (under the Titles Singu
lar, Plural,) the Formation of Plurals

from Singulars ; by adding s or es. As,
Hand, hands ; Face, faces ; Fifh, fifhes ;
Sfc. with fome few Irregulars -, As, Man,
Men -, Woman, women ; Foot, feet -, . Tooth,
teeth; Moufe, mice-, Lowfe, lice-, Ox,
Oxen, &c.
Which (except the Irregulars) will

ferve for Poffeffives ( to be after taught
him, ) which are formed from their Pri

mitives, by like Addition of s or es. Ex

cept fome few Irregulars ; As My, mine ;
Thy, thine -, Our, ours ; Tour,yours ; His,
Her, hers ; Their, theirs, 8cc.

And in all thofe, and other like Cafes,
it will be proper firft to ihew him the

Particulars, and then the General Ti

tle.

Then teach him ( in another Page, or
Paper ) the Particles ; A, an ; The, this,
that ; Thefe, thofe.

And the Pronouns , I, me, my, mine ;

Thou, thee, thy, thine -, We, us, our, ours ;

Te, you, your, yours ; He, him, his ; She,
her, hers ; It, its ; They, them, their,
theirs ; Who, whom, who's.

Then, under the Titles AdjeUive, Sub-

fiamive , teach him to connect thefe. As,
My
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My hand, Tour head, His foot. His feet,
Her arm, arms, Our hats, Their fhocs,
John's coat, William's band, &c.

And, in order to furniih him with more

Adjectives; Under the Title Colours, you
may place Black, white, gray, green, blue,
yellow, red, Kc. And, having (hewed the
Particulars \ let him know, Thefe ate cal
led Colours.

The like for Tajle, and Smell; As,
Sweet, bitter, foure, ftink.

And for Hearing ; Sound, noife, word.

Then, for Touch or Feeling > Hot,

(warm,) Cold, (cool,) Wet, (motft,)
Dry Hard, Joft ; Tough, brittle ; Hea

vy, light, Kg
From whence you may fumifh him

with more Examples of Adjetl'rves with

Subftantives; As, White bread, Brown

bread, Green grafs , Scftcheeje, Hard

cheefe, Black hat, my black hat, &C.

And then, inverting the Order, Sabftan-

flantive and Adjetfive (with the VeibCo-

pulative between:) As; Silver is white-,
Gold is yellow-, Lead is heavy ; Wood, is

light , Snow is white -, Ink is black ; Fltfb
is Joft ; Bone is hard', I am fiek ; I am

not well, 8Cc. Which will begin to-give
him fome Notion ofSyntax.

In like manner, when Subfiantive and

Subfiatftive are fo connected. As^ Gold is

a Metal . A Rofe is a Flower -, We are

Men ; They are Women ; Horjes are

Beajts ; Geeje are Fowls; Larks are

Birds, &c. Then
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Then, as thofe' before' relate to Quality,

you may give him fome otherWords reta-

ting to Quantity. As, Long, Jhort -, Broad,'
narrow ; Thick, thin -,

I High, (tall,) low ;

Deep, fhallow -, Great, (big,) fmall, (lit

tle;) Much, little-, Many, few; Full,

empty Whole, part, ( piece ; ) All, fome,
none -, Strong, weak ; Shtick, flow ; Equal,
unequal; Bigger, lejs.
Then, Words of Figure ; As, Strcight,

crooked; Plain, bowed; Concave, (hollow)
convex ; Round, Jquare, three-Jquare -,

Sphere, (globe, ball, boul) Cube, (die,)
"Upright, floping ; Leaning forward, lean^
ing backward -, Like, unlike.
OfGeflurc -, As, Stand, lye, fit, kneel,

(loop.
Of Motion ; As, Move, (flir,) refl ;

Walk, (go, come; ) Run ; Leap ; Ride ;

Fall, rife; Swim, fink, (drown-,) Slide;
Creep, (crawl;) Fly; Pull,(draw,) thruft,
throw ; Bring, fetch, carry.
Then, Words relating to Time,- Place,

Number, Weight, Meafure, Money, &c.

are (in convenient time) to be (hewed

him diftinctly. For which the Teacher,
according to his Difcretion, may"- take a

convenient Seafon.

As likewife, the Time ofthe Day; The

Days ofthe Week ; TheDays of theMonth ;
The Months of the Tear ; and other things
relating to the Almanack. \ Which'he will

quickly be capable to underftand, if once

Methodically fhewed him.

I As
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As likewife, the *.ames ad Situations,

of Places, and Countries, which are con

veniens for him to know. Which may

be orderly written in his Book ; and ihew-

ed him in Maps of London, England, Eu

rope, the World, Kc.
But thefe may be done at leifure ; As

likewife the Prat'ce ol Arithmetick, and
othc like pieces ut Learning.
lu the mean Time, ( afr.-r the Concord

of Subftactive and Adjetlive,) he is to be

fhewed (by conveniens Examples) that

of the Ncminative a?i\ Verb. As for In

ftance, \ go, Toufee, He fits, They ftand,
the Fire burns, the Sun fhines, the Wind

blows, the Rain falls, the Water runs ;

and the like : with ".he Titles in the Top,
Nominathf

,
Verb.

After this ( under the Titles, Nomina

tive, Verb, Accufative,) give him Exam

ples of \etbsTranfitives ; As, IJeeycu,
Toujee me, The Fire burns the Wood, The

Boy makes a Fire, The Cook roafts the

Meat, Th Butler lays the Cloth, We eat

our Dinr.er.

Or e- en with a Double Accufative ; as

Tou te->ch me (Writing, or ) to write;
John eacheth me to Danee-, Thomas tells

me a Tale, 8fC,

After this 5 you may teach himjhei
flexion or Conjugation of a Verb ; or what

is equivalent thereunto. For, in our Eng
lifh Tongue, each Verb hath but TwoTen-

fes, ( the Prefent and the Preter ) and

Two



C 5J )
Two Participles, theMive afnd the J^
yJttf.j All the reft is performed by Au

xiliaries. Which (Auxiliaries) have no
more Tenfes, than the other Verbs.

Thofe Auxiliaries are, Do, did; Will,
would; Shall,fhould'; Ma}, might; Can,
could; Muft, ought to ; Have, had-, Am,
(fie,) Was. Amfc if, by Examples, yqu
can infinuate the fignification of thefe Few
Words: you have taught him the whole

Flexion ofthe Verb.

And here It wfll be convenient, (once
for all,) to write him out a full Para

digm of fome oneVerb, ( fuppofe, to See,)
trough all thofe Auxiliaries.

The Verb it felf, hath but thefe Four

Words to be learned ; See, Jaw, feeing,
Jeen. Save that, after Thou in the Second

Perfon lingular (in both Tenfes) we add

eft; and in the Third Perfon Angular (in
the Prefent Tehfe ) eth or es : Or, in
ftead thereof, ft, th, s. And fo in all

Verbs.

-Then, to the Auxiliaries, Do did, Will

would, Shall fhould, May might, Can could,
flkift, ought to, we adjoin the Indefinite

See. And, after Have bad-i A** (0e) tads,
the Paffive Participle Seen. And fo for

all other Verbs.

Bat the Auxiliary Am or .Be,, islome-

what Irregular^ in a double Form :,

Am, art, a Pluraf, Are. Weu^ waft,
was\ Plaral, Were.

I 2 &.
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Be, keeft; be ; Plural, Be* Were, wert,

were \ Plural, Were.

Be ( am, ) was, being, been.
Which -'(attended with'the other Aux

iliaries ) make up the whole Paffive Voice.

All Verbs (Without Exception ) in the

AShe Participle, are formed by adding
ing ; As, See,feeing ; i Teach, Teaching,&c.
I he Prefer Tenfe, and the Paffive Par

ticiple, are formed ( regularly ) by adding
ed. But are oft fubject. xaiContra&ions,
and other Irregularities,

'

(ibmetime, the
fame in both \, fometime, different.) And

therefore it is convenient, here, to give a
Table of Verbs (efpecially the moft ufu-

al ) for thofe Three Cafes. (Which

may, at once, teach their Signification,
and Formation.) As, Boil, boiled, boiled;
Reft, rofted, rofted; Bake, baked, baked,
&c. Teach, taught, taught ; Bring, brought,
'brougtit ; Buy, bought, bought, &c. See,
Jaw,Jeen~; Give, gave-, given-, Take, took,
taken ; forjake, forfook, forjaken -, Writ,
wrote, written, &c. With many more, fit

. to be learned.

The Verbs being thus difpatched ; he is

then to learn the Prepofitions. Wherein

lies the whole Regimen of the Noun.

(For Diverfity of Cafes we have none.)
The force ofwhich is to be infinuated by
convenient Examples, fuited to their diffe

rent Significations. As, for inftance,
Of, A piece ofbread; A pint ofWine ;

The cover of a pot ; The colour of gold;
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A ring,f gpfd\ A i cup of Silver % the

'Mayor of London\ Tbelongeftpfal^ 8cc.

And in. like manner for, Off; on, upon ;

To, unto, til^ until; Frok\ At ; In

(within, ) out (without >, ) Into, out of;
About

x over, under ; Above, below ; Be

tween, among ; Before, behind, after ; For,
By, With, through ; tagainft\ Concerning *

Andj by this Time, he will be pretty well

inabled to underftand a Single Sentence,
In the laft^Place,; he is ( in' like man

ner) to be taught CdnjuxSicns. (Which
ferye to connect,.not Words only,but ;Sen~
tences. ) A$i And, alfo, likewife 5 Either,
or, whether ; Neither, nor; If, .hen

;

Why, (wherefpre,) becaufe^ therefore ;
But, maugh, yet, &c. And thefe illuftra-

ted'% convenient Exampjies, in each Cafe,
As,
Becaufe I am cold; ihereforeA go to

tl?e Fire ; that I may be warm ; For it, is

cold Weather.,
If it were fair, then u would be good

walking : Bur ( however ) though it rain,
^/rmuftgo; fcr^Ipromifedi With
other like Iriftances.

And, by this time,, his Book, (ifwell
fumifhed with pjenty of Words i and

thofe well digefted, und^er feveral Heads^
Md in good OrdeD; and well recruited,
from time to time, asriew Words occur ;)
will ferve him In the Nature of a bifiior>

nary and Grammar.

And



( 58 )
And, in Cafe the Deaf Perfon be other-

wife of a good Natural Capacity -, and

the Teacher of a good Sagacity -, By this
Method ( proceeding gradually, ftep by
fteP>) you may (with Diligence and due
Application, of Teacher and Learner,) in
a Year's Time, or thereabouts, perceive a
greatet Progrefs than you would expect :
and a good Foundation laid for further In-
ftruction, inMatters ofReligion, and other
Knowledge which may be taught by Books.
It will be convenient, all along, to have

Pen, Ink and Paper ready atHand, to write

down in Words, what you fignifie to him
by Signs , and caufe Him to write, ( or
Ihew him how to write) what He figni*
fies by Signs. Which way (of fignif^
ing their Mind by Signs) Deaf perfons
are often very good at. And we muft en

deavour to learn their language, if I

may lb call it) in oH^r-to teach them"

ours : By fhewing what Words anfwer
to their Signs;4
'Twill be convenient alio, as you go a-

long, (after feme convenient progrefs
made ) to exprefs ( in as plain Language
as may be) the import of fome of the
Tables. As, for inftance,
The Head is the Higheft part of tie

Body-, the Feet, the Loweft part; The

aee is the Fore-part of the Head; The
forehead is Over the Eyes ; TbeCheeks are
Under the Eyes ; The Nofe is Between the

Cheeks;
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Cheeks \ The Mouth is Under the Nofe,
and Above the Chin, &c.
And fuch plain Difcourfe, put into

Writing, and particularly explain'd ; will

teach him by Degrees to u.iderftand Plain

Sentences. And like Advantages, a Saga
cious Teacher, may take as Occafion of

fers it felf from time co time.

Thus I have, in a long Letter, given
you a Short Account of my Methods,
( ufed, in fuch Cafes, with good Succefs )
which to do at Large, would require a
Book.

I have taken the pains to draw up this

Method, (which is what I have purfued
my felf in the like Cafe,) as appprehend-
ing it may be of ufe to fome others when I
am dead. And I am not defirous'it fhould
die with me*
And I baaaitote&t as plainly as I could

that it may be the better underltood.
I have givdr^jrlr fome fhort Specimens

of fuch Tables as I had made for my own

Ufe, and the,Ufe of thofe whom I was to

inftruct -, but to give them at large, would
be more than the Work of a Letter ; and

they are to be varied, as the Circumftan-
ces of the Perfons, and the Places may re-

uire, or the Prudence of a Teacher fhall
nd expedient.
It is adjuffed to the Englifh Tongue,- "be

caufe fuch were the Perfons I had to" deal
with.

I

To
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To thofe of another Language, it .rriurt

be fo altered as fuch Language requires*
And perhaps will not be fo eafily done

for another Language as !for the Eng
lifh. The Flexion ofNotans, the Conjuga
tion of Verbs, the Difference of Genders,
the Variety of Syntax, &c. doth in other

Languages give a great deal of Trouble,
which the"Simplicity of our Language
doth free us from. But this is not my

prefent Bufinefs.

I Am,

SIR,

Tours to ServeTou,

JOHN WALLIS.

^.'ii ' f^wwwmwr**"^1 -t 't *. <
* i

FINIS.
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