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xxii INTRODUCTION.

experience suggested several improvements which
might be advantageously made in future equip-
ments.

On the 10th of January, 1850, we took our
departure from Woolwich, and after encountering
very boisterous weather in the Channel, reached
Plymouth on the morning of the 14th, where we
found the preserved meats awaiting our arrival. The
utmost dispatch was used in getting them on board,
and everything was completed for sailing on the
evening of the 19th of J anuary, when the ships were
reported ready for sea.



A List of the Officers and Men of H.M.S. ¢ Investigator, who
Discovered and Made the North-West Passage.

4

Name, Rank or Rating. Remarks.
Robt. J. L. M. McClure . | Commander.
Wm. H. Haswell . . .| Lieutenant.
Samuel G. Cresswell . . | Ditto.
Alex. Armstrong, M.D. . | Surgeon.
Robert J. Wynniatt Mate. Died on board H.M.8
: . ‘Resolute,’ off Cock-
Hubert H. Sainsbury . Ditto. }mrn, CEO" 14th, 183,
Henry Piers . . . Assistant-Surgeon. rom Consumption.
Ste;;,en Court . Second Master.
Joseph C. Paine. Clerk in Charge.
George J. Ford . . . | 2nd-Class Carpenter.
George Kennedy Acting Boatswain.
William Newton Ice-Mate.
Henry May . . Quartermaster.
Michael Flinn . . | Ditto. Rated rtermas
. ter,
George Brown . | Ditto. { Deo. 8 4&%50.
Edward Fawcett Boatswain’s Mate.
Henry Bluff . Ditto.
Joseph Facey. . . Sailmaker.
Isaac Stubberfield . Ship’s Cook. Died April 13th, 1853, on
John Kerr Gunner’s Mate. bl::l:g ltia; ogﬁm‘;
James Williams . Captain of the Hold. the effects of Scurvy.
John Calder . itto Forecastle.
Peter Thompson Ditto Fore-top.
Robert Tiffeny . Ditto Main-top.
James Evans . . Caulker.
Henry Stone . Blacksmith and Armourer.
Henry Gauen. . Carpenter’s Mate.
Cornglius Hulott Captain’s Coxswain.
‘Wm. Whitfield . Carpenter’s Crew.
John Wilecox . . . Paymaster’s Steward.
George L. Milner . cers’ Steward.
Henry Sugden . Ditto Cook.
Richard Ross Able Seaman.



List of the Officers and Crew of H.M.S. ¢ Investigator’—(Continued).

Name. Rank or Rating. Remarks.

James McDonald . . .| Able Seaman.

Wm. Batten . . . . .| Ditto.

Goorge Gibbs . . . .| Ditto. . Died on board the ¢ North

Star,” at Beechy Island,
Thomas Morgan. . | Ditto. May 92nd, 1864, from
the effects of Scurvy and

John Davies . . . Ditto. Secrofula.

Samuel Mackensie . Ditto.

D."ld Hlﬂ'll. PR Dltto. Dietd o‘?o bo"dt ht’heB.‘I?"
. ves r, in the

John Ames . Ditto. §Merlf; Apri 11tk 1854,

Charles Anderson . Ditto. from the effects of Scury.

Fredk. Taylor . . Ditto.

James Nelson . | Ditto.
itto.

Mark Bradbury . | Ditto.

John Ramsay . . | Ditto. Died on mhﬂ” B:I:
. vestigator,’ in the

John BO,IG ..... Ditto. {Metr:’STwA ril Bth, 1{5*

Thomas Toy . . . Ditto. from the elfects of Scurvy.

Samuel Bounsall . Ditto.

Ellis Griffiths. . . Ditto.

John Keefe . . . Ditto.

Mark Griffiths . . . Ditto.

Thos. 8. Carmichael Ditto.

Samuel Relfe . . Ditto. Promoted o bo Co

John Woon . . . . .| Berjeant Royal Marines. s,ﬁ:fnt lowr-

John B. Corporal  Ditto. Promoted to be Serjeant.

George Parfitt . Private  Ditto.

Elias Bow. . . . Private  Ditto.

James Biggs . . . . . Private Ditto.

Thomas oroft . . Private  Ditto.

Thomas King. . . . Private  Ditto.

James Saunders . . . Private Ditto.

John A. Meirtsching . Esquimaux Interpreter.
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Departure from England—Weather—First Disaster at Sea—OQOur
Crew—Heavy Gale—Ship Leaky—Results—Part Company
with our Consort—Change of Weather—Means adopted for
Drying Ship — Cause of Leakage — Results of our hasty
Departure from England—Lime-juice—Enter the Tropics—
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SOUTH-WEST GALE. 15

conveying the peculiar sensations experienced from
southerly winds in our own climate. The barometers
become depressed, the temperature elevated, and
heavy dews are deposited at night ; while the southerly
winds, coming from the Antarctic Ocean, have an
effect precisely the opposite ; are cool, dry and invigo-
rating, and a rise in the barometer with a fall in the
thermometer invariably foretel their coming.

On the 30th of March, we were off the entrance
to the River Plate in long. 50° 12 W., as was evi-
denced from the altered appearance of the water, its
deep blue colour having been exchanged for the
peculiar greenish, muddy hue, caused by the admixture
of fresh water. Its density had decreased to 1023,
and we ascertained at the same time, that we had a
current setting to the southward, in our favour, at the
rate of twenty miles per day.

On Sunday, the 31st, we had reached the latitude
of 49° 9’ 8., long. 52° 40" W., and were steering a
course for Cape Virgins, the north-eastern extreme
of the Straits of Magellan, which then bore S. 42 W.
distant 979 miles. The morning was ushered in with
a dense, hazy atmosphere, occasional rain, and a heavy
sea running. The general aspect betokened a change
of wind; and at 11 A.mM., the ship was suddenly
taken aback by a squall from the south-west. We
immediately shortened sail, sent the royal masts on
deck, secured the boats, and made every preparation
for a heavy gale from the south-west, which obliged









18 THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

hours, and the barometers were steadily in the as-
cendant. At noon, we found our position to be in lat.
86° 4'. 8. long. 52° 1’ W., having thus lost nearly two
degrees since the commencement of the tempest.
Towards evening the gale had evidently diminished in
force, and throughout the night continued steadily to
moderate. On the morning of the 2nd, it had nearly
subsided, but a heavy sea still remained fo remind us
of the past, rolling sluggishly along from the south-
ward, which rendered the ship very uneasy. The
storm birds had nearly deserted us, (a favourable
indication of the weather) and those that remained
appeared evidently much more sluggish in their
flight.

On the 3rd, the wind had gradually come round
to the northward, which enabled us to shape a course
once more for Cape Virgins, then S. 40°, W. 1076
miles distant, but our progress was much retarded
by a strong current against us from the south-west.
With the change of wind, the barometer and
thermometer had undergone a corresponding change
of depression and elevation ; sea-water likewise became
more elevated in temperature. We picked up several
pieces of sea-weed (Alge) and found it beautifally
studded with groups of the “ Cirrhopoda,” young but
healthy ; the pedicle by which they were attached
quite clear and gelatinous in appearance.

Several Whales (Physeter Macrocephalus) were ob-
served at some distance, going to the southward ; they



APPROACH THE LAND. 19

rather enlivened the dulness of all around, as they dis-
turbed the surface of the now tranquil sea, with their
huge cawdal fin, and the picturesque jets of water, which
they spouted into the air, as they sluggishly pursued
- their onward course. We also saw a small butterfly
fluttering about the ship for some time, but failed to
secure him, as a victim to science.

Our progress to the southward, notwithstanding
the fair wind with which we were favoured, was slow,
owing to the existence of a strong current against us, |
the power of which was, however, fortunately anta-
gonized in the course of thirty-six hours by the
continuance of the northerly winds that blew with
variable force, attended by the deposition of heavy
dew at night, and all the other characteristics I have
previously alluded to. On the 65th of April, in lat.
41°, 8., long. 54° 35" W., the deep sea lead, with a
self-registering thermometer attached, was sent down
to the depth of 150 fathoms, and no soundings ob-
tained : the temperature of the water was found to
be 40°, and at the surface 59°, with a density of 1,025.

-The weather continued changeable, occasional squalls
with rain, thunder and lightning, but the wind, for-
. ‘tunately, was for the most part fair; and as we steadily
increased our latitude, we experienced a daily diminu-
tion of temperature.

On the 9th, we were afforded the pleasing evidence
of our gradual approach to the land, although Cape
Virgins was still 379 miles distant, having obtained
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30 THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

CHAPTER II.

Preparations for leaving the Strait—Medical Survey— Specimens
obtained—Departure— Aspect of the land— Fuegians—Their
appearance, &c.—Enter the Pacific—Weather—Towing— Part
company with ¢Enterprise’ and ¢ Gorgon’ — Heavy Gale,
driven to the latitude of Cape Horn—State of Ship—A Spar
seen—Damage sustained— Disaster — Loss of Masts —Man
overboard—Whales— Recover Life-buoy—State of the Crew
—Storm Birds — Incidents — Wandering Albatross — Their
capture—Sooty Albatross—Deep Sea Soundings, and Tem-
perature of Water—Loss of Bread from leakage—Reflections
on the Voyage—Tropic Birds—Enter the Tropics—Shape
course for Owhyee—Progress—Cross the Equator—Rain—
Trade Winds — Temperature of Air and Water—Sight of
Land—Mona Roa, its height, appearance, character, &c.—
Feelings on seeing it—Islands of Mowee and Morotoi—
Appearances, &c.—Ship—Oahu—Flying Fish — Arrival of
Pilot—Intelligence of our Consort—Anchor in the Roads—
H.M.S. Swift’— Appearauce and Character of Island —
Entrance to Harbour — Preparations for Sea — Honolulu,
Government, &c.—Missionaries—Their Laws and Influence—
Protectorate of Great Britain — Commerce — Supply and
demand for all articles—Houses, Natives, Appearance, Dress,
Character, &c.—Laws existing—Incidents attending Excur-


























































































60 THE NORTH-WEBT PASSAGE.

nation was taken, without our then exactly seeing the
mode in which it was to be carried out, that Behring’s
Strait must be reached in the proper time, to prevent
what we all individually and collectively would have
considered a misfortune no less heavy than unde-
served—our being debarred from taking our proper
place in prosecuting the search for Franklin and his
brave associates.







































































































































































































































GARRY . ISLAND. 153

selves with the reflection that we had left nothing
undone. Although we did not obtain success, we
fancied that we deserved it.

For the few preceding days, we had been quite
forsaken by all the feathery tribe, whose frequent
appearance in flocks was gladly hailed, enlivening as
they did, the cheerless aspect around. Not a seal
even was visible, nor a trace of apimated nature
anywhere to be seen. Nothing was to be heard but the
sound of the rippling current against the neigh-
bouring floes, which, together with’ the measured
stroke of the oarsin the boats towing, as it fell faintly
on the ear, alone broke the dreary, solitary stillness
which everywhere prevailed. Snow falling heavily
contributed much to the gloomy and cheerless aspect
of the evening. '

At 5 A.M, on the morning of the 21st, a light
breeze sprung up from the N.E., when we weighed
anchor, made sail, and stood away to the southward,
that we might get clear of the heavy, loose ice which
surrounded us; and pursuing this course for a few
hours, we got into water comparatively free; and
land was again seen from the mast-head, which
subsequently proved to be Garry Island. About
10 a.m., we passed through a distinct line of tide,
running N.E. and S.W. The water, at the same time,
on the inshore boundary of the line, rose in tempera-
ture from 31° to 39°, that of air rose suddenly from
80° to 88° The former became discoloured and












MACKENZIE RIVER. 157

firmatory of the recorded observations made by Sir
John Richardson in his early explorations of this
.pa.rt of the coast, and more recently in his able and
interesting account of a boat voyage from this river to
the Coppermine.*

* « Richardson’s Boat Voyage through Rupert’s Land.”




















































































BIRDS. 169

ice formed in the rigging which was showered about
us plentifully in working the ship.

‘When on shore several Ducks and Gulls were shot,
and the Great Northern Diver (Colymbus Glacialis)
was seen for the first time; several flocks of Ducks
were also seen all going to the southward—increasing
the unpleasant evidence, that the short Arctic sum-
mer was drawing to a close.















































































































































































































































































































270 THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

character of these islands from the specimens obtained,
is, therefore, associated with the Carboniferous era of
the earth’s formation.

Nothing of any consequence occurred for the next
few days; and we were gradually becoming initiated
into the usual winter’s routine. The weather had
maintained a pretty favourable character, such as
pertains to a closing season; and on the evening of
Sunday the 20th, all the travelling preparations were
completed for the journey to the northward.








































































294 THE ¥GETH-WESY PASSAGEL

Deorrmber differed but Intie from the previocs month ;
b tue ond was considerstly srezter, baving ranged
f'v-::. Fuwir .:e::‘-r 1ere. wihn a resn of —23° 36,

sz o e oweT £4“4 zr.é tbe iorce of wind

Tnelf;t deyvs of this evertiul year dosed on us,
preserirgz a picture of wildness it is difficalt to
omceive. A keavy, norb-westerly gale and dense
snow-drift conficed us to the stip; and thankfol were
we for such comforiable sheiter from the pitiless blast
that swept over ts—to which we could not for an
instart expose ourscives with safety.

































































































































































































































POSITION OF THE SHIP. 369

thoight of soon passing to the northward of this
extreme; all manifested a like anxiety for the :
attainment of this much desired object.

On the 11th, we found, at noon, that we had drifted
a mile in the previous twenty-four hours, and we ob-
served that the ice had opened out considerably to the
southward, but not in our immediate vicinity. It be-
came generally loose, and in the event of a fresh breeze,
would, we hoped, open out a good space of sea.
This, however, did not come ; and our position on the
following day brought with it no change, except a slight
increase to our mnortherly drift. Some of the ultra-
sanguine amongst us, fancied that they could discern
Melville Island from the crow’s-nest; but, in con-
sequence of the distance, this was considered by no
means probable. The highly refractive state of the
atmosphere, for the few previous days might, how-
ever, from its action on vapour in that direction,
have given it an appearance of land. This famed
locality was a subject of such frequent conversation,
that it became easy for a vivid fancy to pourtray its
outline. .

On the 13th, the wind still continued from the
north-east, with the ice everywhere around us, appa-
rently loose, and more in motion than it had been for
some days. A large expanse of water could be
seen to the southward, extending along the eastern
shore a considerable way northward of our position.
To reach it would then have been a great object,
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426 THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGK.

(Hierofalco Candicans) was shot on the 5th, when
fiving over the ship; several were seen at the close
of this and subsequent seasons. They are a great
enemy of the Lemming (Mus Hudsonius) that were
abundantly met with on this land. On the Yth, a
Bear, with two cubs, were observed from the ship, on
the ice, coming towards the shore; after wandering
about on the floe for a short time sniffing the air in
their usual style, they sagaciously betook themselves
to flight, and spoiled our anticipated sport. A black
Fox was also seen by one of our men, on the land,
(the first of that species we had met with) but which
fled at the report of his gun, when firing at a small
pack of Ptarmigan. Another Bear was encountered
upwards of a mile inland, by two men, who wounded
him, and hastened his journey to the beach, whence
he proceeded over the ice.  'This was the first instance
of this animal having been met inland.

The ice remained stationary until the 10th, when
a strong southerly wind set in, having moved round
from the eastward, which caused the temperature to
rise from 25° to 39°—the sky cloudy and overcast
with passing showers of rain. These favourable cir-
cumstances began very soon to manifest their effect
on the ice. At S A.M. a lane of water was observed
about half a mile to scaward of our position, extend-
ing from west to east, for three or four miles, gra-
dually increasing as the ice opened out, which was
dnfted off by the force of the wind then blowing off






























436 THR NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

Ptarmigan, and saw numerous tracks of Bears and
Musk Oxen.

Several of our people had given up hope of doing
anything more this season, and the rudder was
again unshipped with but little apparent chance of
using it again. Nothing could have presented a
more dreary aspect than this locality then wore ; still
we hoped for a better fate than a winter’s sojonrn
in such an abode.























































































OUR SECOND DISCOVERY. 465

decreed—so anxious were we to make the North-West
Passage in the ship, and bring the ‘Investigator’ in
safety to England. I am, therefore, firmly convinced,
that had we not entered this bay, but boldly pushed
into the pack, it would have led to a consummation
of all our ardent hopes and wishes.

There are few states of mind from which one
cannot draw some degree of consolation, however
great may be the disappointment or deep the regret ;
and we then drew largely on ours. It was, however,
satisfactory to reflect that, although the ship had only
been actually under weigh for five days during the
season, we had prosecuted the search over a wide ex-
tent of coast line, and added largely to Geographical
science by establishing the insular character of Baring
Island, besides discovering a second ‘North-West
Passage” between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in
a direct line through Banks’ Strait, in a voyage that
stands unparalleled, as the most perilous ever made in
the Polar Sea.

We, therefore, entered this bay,* disappointed as we
felt in doing so, with a firm reliance on Providence
that we might be enabled to leave on the following

* The bay subsequently received the name of Mercy, in
remembrance of the perils we had escaped; but some amongst
us not inappropriately said, it ought to have been so called,
from the fact that it would have been a mercy Aad we never
entered it.
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REDUCTION OF PROVISIONS. 467
»
for the first time on the night of the 29th, extending
east and west to the southward of our position. As
the ship was at this date firmly frozen in, the anchors -
were hove up and secured. On the 30th, the tempera-
ture fell to 1°. and thus passed our second September
in these regions—a month no less eventful than that
of the previous year.

From the 1st of October, the rigour of an Arctic
winter may be fairly said to commence. The tem-
perature had fallen to 4°; all our preparations for
housing in were completed, and the same routine
established that had previously been attended with
such beneficial results. It was at this time deemed
necessary to place us on two-thirds allowance of pro-
visions ; the loss of beef we had sustained on first
entering the ice, and the dépdt left at the Princess
Royal Islands having very considerably curtailed the
quantity on board. The reduction of provisions after
two seasons’ sojourn in the Polar Seais an experiment
more or less hazardous, considering the exigencies
and rigour of a climate that urgently demands a very
liberal supply of animal food for man’s sustenance;
not only to maintain unimpaired his physical power,
but to enable him to resist the inroads of that terrible
scourge of icy seas (scurvy), which under less favour-
able circumstances is certain to appear. The full
scale of victualling allowed on Polar service, has for
its basis, one pound of meat daily—salt beef, pork and
preserved meat on alternate days, with a fair pro-
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482 THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE.

gazing at the hunter, who generally prostrates himself
on the snow as they advance ; when satisfied by their
strong instinctive feeling of the threatened danger, they
instantly take to flight, rejoin the herd, who are all
this time interesting spectators of the scene, and the
next moment are bounding over the hills—the old
bucks leading and flanking the herd; thereby pre-
serving a close and well-ordered flight.



















































































































































































































































































































































ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND,—CONCLUSION. 596

gation were honourably acquitted. The President
of the Court, on the termination of the trial, was
pleased to pass a high encomium on our conduct ; no
less for the hardships and privations we had under-
gone, than for the good service we had done our
country, by the important Discovery we had made—
Tae NortH-WEsT Passack.
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