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Java Resources 

•                    Regular text  eTextbook 
•  Java download 

–  http://www.java.com/getjava/ 
•  The Java API (bookmark it, either version 6 or 7!) 

–  http://docs.oracle.com/javase/6/docs/api/ 
•  A Java for Python Programmers doc 

–  on the course website 
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Outline for Today 

•  Course website update (Yousuf’s office hours) : 
–  www.cs.cmu.edu/~mjs/121 

•  New room on Thursdays: 1202, not 1190 
•  Some Java basics 

– Classes & Files: main/blocks/scoping 
•  Basic Types 

– Variables & Types (primitive/reference) 
– TypeDemo.java, StringDemo.java 
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Creating and Executing programs 

•  Source code → byte code → execution/run 
   compilation  jvm 
•  Python is interpreted (compiled/translated as you 

go); Java is compiled 
•  An example to illustrate the difference: 
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Basic Types 
•  Primitives 

–  int (4 bytes == ? bits; max value == Integer.MAX_VALUE) 
–  double (8 bytes; max value == Double.MAX_VALUE) 
–  boolean (2 values: true and false); operators !, &&, | | 
–  char (2 bytes; max value?) 

•  String (not a primitive, a class) 
–  Strings are immutable! 
–  useful operations (methods): 

•  charAt, compareTo, contains, equals (not ==), length, substring, trim 

–  there are many more - check out the String API 
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ASCII table 
 


