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Communication 
Public Website 
www.bccdc.ca  
Food safety information for  

Consumers (Public)  

 

Guidelines for Industry and Inspection 

http://www.bccdc.ca/foodhealth/fish/default.htm 
http://www.bccdc.ca/foodhealth/fish/Provincial+Fish+Inspection.htm   

http://www.bccdc.ca/�
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Risk Messaging – 
Cadmium in Shellfish  
(Dec 2010) 

Who identified: 
Association for 
Responsible Shellfish 
Farming 
How it was received: 
Via web-site inquiry 
Is it an issue? 
Yes 
Other stakeholders? 
Yes 
 
Risk messaging 
“eating one BC oyster is 
equivalent to consuming 
40 cigarettes in terms of 
cadmium absorbed” 
 
 

http://www.bccdc.ca/foodhealth/fish/default.htm  
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Risk Messaging 
Botulism in home-
prepared foods (Oct 2012) 

Who identified: 

Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans 

How it was received: 

Phone call, in preparation 
for court case 

Is it an issue? 

Yes 

Other stakeholders? 

Yes 

 

Risk messaging 

Fish products and home 
prepared canned products 
are higher risk. http://www.bccdc.ca/foodhealth/fish/default.htm  

http://www.bccdc.ca/foodhealth/fish/default.htm�


Risk Messaging – Public 
Health Practitioners 
Who generates this data: 

CFIA & DFO (official site) 

 

Who receives this data: 

Industry, Federal shellfish plants, DFO, 
BCCDC-EH  

 

What can this data can tell us? 

Increases of marine toxins in shellfish 

 

What this data DOES NOT tell us…. 

That there will be an increase in 
shellfish related illness 

 

That these shellfish are commercially 
sold (they are not) 

Question to Public Health Practitioners  

(Environmental Health Officers, Medical Health Officers) 

 

Do you want to know when marine toxins (or Vibrio 

parahaemolytic) levels increase? 

 

When and under what conditions do you want to 
know? 
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