
 

 

Date: June 26, 2019    Administrative Circular:  2019:05 
 
ATTN: Medical Health Officers and Branch Offices 
 Public Health Nursing Administrators and Assistant Administrators 
 Holders of Communicable Disease Control Manuals 

 

 

Re: Update to Communicable Disease Control Manual, Chapter 2: Immunization: 

 Part 1 – Immunization Schedules 

 Part 2 – Immunization of Special Populations 

 Part 3 – Management of Anaphylaxis in a Non-Hospital Setting 

 Part 4 – Biological Products 

 Appendix C – Contraindications and Precautions for Immunization 

 Supporting documents – History of Immunization in BC 
  

 

Part 1 – Immunization Schedules 

 Schedule D: Adults Age 18 and Older When Starting or Resuming Immunization has 
been revised as per the updated human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine eligibility to 19 
years of age. Transgender individuals, high risk males and HIV positive individuals 
continue to be eligible up to 26 years of age (inclusive). 

 
Please remove page number: 9 dated June 2018  

Please add new page number: 9 dated June 2019 

 

Part 2 – Immunization of Special Populations 

Specific Immunocompromising Conditions 

Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation (HSCT) 

 Table 2.1, footnote D has been updated to indicate the use of 2 vials of RECOMBIVAX 
HB® (5 mcg/0.5 mL) pediatric presentation when RECOMBIVAX HB® (10 mcg/mL) adult 
presentation is unavailable. 
 

Please remove page number: 6 dated March 2017  
Please add new page number: 6 dated June 2019 
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Chronic Kidney Disease 

 The revision date for the BC Renal Agency Hepatitis B Guidelines has been updated to 
July 2018. 

 
Please remove page numbers: 1-3 dated January 2018 

Please add new page numbers: 1-3 dated June 2019 

 
 
Part 3 – Management of Anaphylaxis in a Non-Hospital Setting 

 The recommendation to alternate legs for multiple epinephrine IM doses has been re-
instated, as this was inadvertently missed with the previous updates to the guidelines.  
The rationale for this recommendation is to maximize absorption of the epinephrine.  

 
Please remove page numbers: 8 & 10 dated February 2019 

Please add new page numbers: 8 & 10 dated June 2019 

 
 
Part 4 – Biological Products 

Hepatitis Vaccines  

Hepatitis A Vaccine: Vaqta® 

 Latex has been added to the list of potential allergens. 
 

Please remove page numbers: 1 & 2 dated February 2017 
Please add new page numbers: 1 & 2 dated June 2019 

 
 

Hepatitis B Vaccine Program for Chronic Kidney Disease Clients  

 The revision date for the BC Renal Agency Hepatitis B Guidelines has been updated to 
July 2018. 
 

Please remove page number: 1 dated January 2018 
Please add new page number: 1 dated June 2019 
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Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccines 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Vaccine: Gardasil®9 

 Eligibility indications have been revised to indicate that those who do not commence an 
HPV series in grade 6 are eligible to initiate a series prior to age 19 (for males, born in 
2006 or later), but not thereafter. A series commenced prior to age 19 may be completed 
with publicly funded HPV vaccine prior to the 26th birthday. 

 Indications for ‘Recommended by the National Advisory Committee on Immunization But 
Not Provided Free in BC’ have been revised to indicate “women 19-45 years of age”.   
 

Please remove page numbers: 1-3 dated August 2017 
Please add new page numbers: 1-3 dated June 2019 

 
 

Appendix C – Contraindications and Precautions for Immunization  

 Immunization recommendations following convalescence from measles and varicella 
infection have been revised to include the deferral of live and inactivated vaccines until 4 
weeks after illness onset. However, immunization should be considered when such 
individuals are at high risk of disease (e.g., during an outbreak, traveling overseas). 

 
Please remove page number: 7 dated March 2017 
Please add new page number: 7 dated June 2019 

 
 

Supporting Documents 

History of Immunization in BC 

 Human Papillomavirus Vaccine has been updated to include the changes in eligibility to 19 
years of age for individuals who missed routine HPV vaccination in Grade 6. 

 Influenza Vaccine has been updated to include the products used for the 2018/19 flu season. 
 

Please remove page numbers: 9 & 12 dated August 2017 & October 2017  
Please add new page numbers: 9 & 12 dated June 2019 
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If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Christine Halpert, Senior Practice 
Leader, BCCDC (telephone: 604-707-2555 / email: christine.halpert@bccdc.ca) or Stephanie 
Meier, Public Health Resource Nurse, BCCDC (telephone: 604-707-2577 / email: 
stephanie.meier@bccdc.ca). 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Monika Naus MD MHSc FRCPC FACPM 
Medical Director 
Communicable Diseases & Immunization Service  
BC Centre for Disease Control 
 

pc:  
       Provincial Health Officer 
 Dr. Bonnie Henry 
 
 Dr. David Patrick 

 Interim Executive Lead 
 BC Centre for Disease Control 
 

BC Ministry of Health, Population & 
Public Health Division: 

  
 Craig Thompson 
 Director, Immunization 
 

 Wendy Trotter  
 Executive Director,  
       Public Health Services 
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