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A primary goal of the upcoming Deep Underground Neutrino Experiment (DUNE) is to measure
the O(10) MeV neutrinos produced by a Galactic core-collapse supernova if one should occur during
the lifetime of the experiment. The liquid-argon-based detectors planned for DUNE are expected to
be uniquely sensitive to the �e component of the supernova flux, enabling a wide variety of physics
and astrophysics measurements. A key requirement for a correct interpretation of these measure-
ments is a good understanding of the energy-dependent total cross section �(E�) for charged-current
�e absorption on argon. In the context of a simulated extraction of supernova �e spectral param-
eters from a toy analysis, we investigate the impact of �(E�) modeling uncertainties on DUNE’s
supernova neutrino physics sensitivity for the first time. We find that the currently large theoretical
uncertainties on �(E�) must be substantially reduced before the �e flux parameters can be extracted
reliably: in the absence of external constraints, a measurement of the integrated neutrino luminosity
with less than 10% bias with DUNE requires �(E�) to be known to about 5%. The neutrino spectral
shape parameters can be known to better than 10% for a 20% uncertainty on the cross-section scale,
although they will be sensitive to uncertainties on the shape of �(E�). A direct measurement of
low-energy �e-argon scattering would be invaluable for improving the theoretical precision to the
needed level.

I. INTRODUCTION

A massive star (M > 8M�) employs nuclear fusion
to sustain itself by first consuming lighter elements such
as hydrogen and helium and later consuming heavier ele-
ments. In the canonical narrative, at the end of the star’s
lifetime, the innermost nickel-iron core can no longer un-
dergo nuclear fusion. Gravity causes the core to collapse
into a proto-neutron star. Neutron degeneracy stalls the
collapse; the core rebounds and produces shock waves
which propagate outward from the core. Once the shock
waves breach the surface of the star, they expel stellar
material and leave behind a compact remnant. This pro-
cess is referred to as a core-collapse supernova.

A core collapse releases 99% of the star’s gravitational
potential energy via neutrinos in a prompt burst last-
ing several seconds [1]. While the proto-neutron star
traps photons and other particles with electromagnetic
and strong interactions, neutrinos easily escape because
they interact weakly. The neutrino flux is expected to
contain interesting signatures related to different phe-
nomena occurring during a core-collapse supernova [2–6],
including insight into the explosion mechanism. While
the neutrinos detected from SN1987A [7–10] did help to
confirm the basic outline of the core-collapse supernova
process, they did not provide tight constraints on astro-
physical models. Additional neutrino signals from core-
collapse supernovae observed in detectors worldwide [11]
will provide data to study the mechanism behind the core
collapse, as well as information on the properties of neu-
trinos themselves.

Obtaining a high-statistics measurement of core-
collapse supernova neutrinos is among the primary
physics goals for the Deep Underground Neutrino Ex-
periment (DUNE). To detect these low-energy neutrinos,
DUNE will utilize its far detector (relative to the beam
at Fermilab) located 1.5 km underground at the Sanford

Underground Research Facility in South Dakota. The
DUNE far detector is currently planned to consist of four
liquid argon time projection chambers (LArTPCs) each
with a total volume of around seventeen kilotons [12].
These LArTPC detectors will be sensitive to interactions
of neutrinos in the few tens of MeV range [13].

Among large neutrino experiments, DUNE will be
uniquely sensitive to the �e component of the supernova
signal via the charged-current reaction

�e + 40Ar! e� + 40K
�
: (1)

The �e component of the supernova neutrino flux is ex-
pected to contain unique features which make its fu-
ture detection with DUNE a valuable scientific oppor-
tunity [12].

The neutrinos generated by a core-collapse supernova
have much lower energies (few to tens of MeV) than
the GeV-scale neutrino beams of interest for DUNE’s
accelerator-based oscillation physics program. Below
100 MeV, no measurements of charged-current neutrino-
argon cross sections are currently available [14], and com-
peting theoretical calculations have significant discrep-
ancies [15]. While the importance of obtaining a pre-
cise understanding of neutrino-nucleus scattering at ac-
celerator energies is widely recognized [16–18], and the
impact of related uncertainties has been studied in de-
tail by the DUNE collaboration [19], the same cannot
yet be said for the tens of MeV regime relevant for su-
pernova neutrino detection. This situation exists despite
shared analysis challenges between the two energy scales:
in both cases, a reliable cross-section model is needed for
neutrino calorimetry, efficiency estimation, and removal
of some classes of background events. Theoretical uncer-
tainties on the cross-section model provide an important
limitation on the achievable experimental precision.

In this paper, we examine for the first time the impact
of cross-section uncertainties on the interpretation of a
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p o s si bl e f ut ur e o b s er v ati o n of s u p er n o v a n e utri n o s wit h
D U N E. N o att e m pt i s m a d e h er e t o b e c o m pr e h e n si v e
i n eit h e r t h e u n c ert ai nt y b u d g et or i n t h e a n al y si s t o pi c s
c o n si d er e d; f or i n st a n c e, t h e s e st u di e s a s s u m e t h at t h e
di st a n c e t o t h e c or e c oll a p s e i s k n o w n pr e ci s el y. O ur ai m
i s i n st e a d t o e x pl or e h o w v ari ati o n s of t h e a d o pt e d m o d el
of t h e n e utri n o- ar g o n cr o s s s e cti o n a ff e ct t h e r e s ult s of
a m e a s ur e m e nt of si m ul at e d d at a. T h e pr e s e nt st u d y
i s r e stri ct e d t o v ari ati o n s of σ (E ν ), t h e t ot al c h ar g e d-
c urr e nt cr o s s s e cti o n a s a f u n cti o n of n e utri n o e n er g y.
T h e st u di e s pr e s e nt e d i n t hi s p a p er u s e si m pli fi e d a s-
s u m pti o n s a b o ut d et e ct or r e s p o n s e, b ut a r e ali sti c e ffi-
ci e n c y f or D U N E i n cl u d e s s e n siti vit y t o n e utri n o e n er-
gi e s a s l o w a s 5 M e V [ 2 0 ]. Alt h o u g h t h e s e st u di e s r e q uir e
a n a s s u m pti o n a b o ut D U N E’ s e x p e ct e d e n er g y r e s ol u-
ti o n, si mil ar st u di e s p erf or m e d i n R ef. [ 1 2 ] s h o w t h at t h e
r e s ult s ar e n ot s e n siti v e t o t h e s p e ci fi c c h oi c e of e n er g y
r e s ol uti o n [ 2 1 ]. V ari ati o n s t o ot h er a s p e ct s of t h e n e u-
t ri n o i nt er a cti o n m o d el, i n cl u di n g pr e di cti o n s of e x cl u-
si v e fi n al- st at e di ff er e nti al di stri b uti o n s a n d t h e d e s cri p-
ti o n of 4 0 K

∗
n u cl e ar d e- e x cit ati o n s, a s w ell a s s u b d o mi-

n a nt n e utr al- c urr e nt a n d ν̄ e c h ar g e d- c urr e nt i nt er a cti o n s,
a r e l eft t o f ut ur e w or k, b ot h f or si m pli cit y a n d b e c a u s e
t h e r el at e d u n c ert ai nti e s ar e di ffi c ult t o f ull y q u a ntif y at
p r e s e nt.

T h e al g orit h m u s e d i n o ur m e a s ur e m e nt s t o e xtr a ct s u-
p er n o v a ν e fl u x p ar a m et er s fr o m si m ul at e d D U N E d at a
i s pr e s e nt e d i n S e c. II. I n S e c. III, w e d e s cri b e t hr e e dif-
f er e nt pr o c e d ur e s f or v ar yi n g t h e ν e − 4 0 Ar t ot al cr o s s
s e cti o n, a n d t h e i m p a ct o n t h e si m ul at e d m e a s ur e m e nt s
i s e x a mi n e d f or e a c h a p pr o a c h. We di s c u s s t h e r e s ult s,
t h eir i m pli c ati o n s f or D U N E’ s f ut ur e s u p er n o v a n e utri n o
e ff ort, a n d pr o s p e ct s f or t h e f ut ur e i n S e c. I V a n d c o n-
cl u d e i n S e c. V .

I I.  S U P E R N O V A P A R A M E T E R F I T T I N G

A.  Pi n c h e d - t h e r m al f o r m

A c o m m o nl y- u s e d r e pr e s e nt ati o n f or t h e s u p er n o v a
n e utri n o fl u e n c e (i. e., t h e ti m e i nt e gr al of t h e fl u x)
Φ p a s si n g t hr o u g h t h e E art h i s t h e pi n c h e d-t h er m al
f or m [2 2 , 2 3 ]:

Φ( E ν ) =
ε

4 π d 2
N

E ν

E ν

α

e x p − (α + 1)
E ν

E ν
, ( 2)

w h er e

N ≡
(α + 1) α + 1

E ν
2 Γ( α + 1)

, ( 3)

i s a n or m ali z ati o n c o n st a nt, ε i s t h e n e utri n o l u mi n o sit y,
E ν i s t h e n e utri n o e n er g y, E ν i s t h e m e a n n e utri n o
e n er g y (r el at e d t o t h e t e m p er at ur e of t h e s u p er n o v a),
a n d d i s t h e di st a n c e fr o m t h e s u p er n o v a t o E art h. T h e
“ pi n c hi n g p ar a m et er” α d e s cri b e s t h e s h a p e of t h e t ail s
of t h e n e utri n o e n er g y di stri b uti o n.

T h e e x pr e s si o n i n E q. 2 m a y b e u s e d t o r e pr e s e nt ei-
t h er a n i n st a nt a n e o u s fl u x ( wit h di m e n si o n s of n e utri n o s
p er ar e a p er ti m e) or a fl u e n c e i n a s p e ci fi c ti m e i nt er-
v al ( fl u x i nt e gr at e d o v er ti m e, wit h di m e n si o n s of n e u-
tri n o s p er ar e a), d e p e n di n g o n t h e u nit s u s e d f or ε . I n
t h e i n st a nt a n e o u s c a s e, t h e p ar a m et er s E ν ( M e V) a n d
α ( di m e n si o nl e s s) ar e i m pli citl y ti m e- d e p e n d e nt, w hil e
f or t h e ti m e-i nt e gr at e d c a s e t h e y s h o ul d b e i nt er pr et e d
a s a v er a g e v al u e s. T h e ti m e-i nt e gr at e d s p e ctr u m i s al s o
w ell d e s cri b e d b y E q. 2 , a n d t h e p ar a m et er s s h o ul d b e
i nt er pr et e d a s b ei n g a p pli e d t o t h e fl u e n c e s p e ctr u m o v er
t h e e ntir e b ur st. F or si m pli cit y, w e c h o o s e t o c o n si d er
o nl y t h e ti m e-i nt e gr at e d n e utri n o fl u x i n w hi c h ε m a y
b e e x pr e s s e d i n er g s.  A di st a n c e of d = 1 0 kil o p ar-
s e c s ( k p c) i s a s s u m e d t hr o u g h o ut. Di ff er e nt v al u e s of
t h e fl u x p ar a m et er s d e s cri b e e a c h n e utri n o s p e ci e s s e p-
ar at el y (i. e., t h e ν e p ar a m et er s ar e n ot t h e s a m e a s t h e
ν̄ e or ν x ≡ ν µ , ντ , ν µ , ν τ p ar a m et er s), b ut o nl y t h e ν e

p orti o n of t h e fl u x i s of i nt er e st f or t h e p r e s e nt st u d y
gi v e n it s d o mi n a n c e i n t h e e x p e ct e d s u p er n o v a si g n al i n
D U N E [ 1 2 ]. F or t h e st u di e s i n t hi s p a p er, w e a s s u m e
e q ui p artiti o n b et w e e n fl a v or s, i. e., α ν e

= α ν e
= α ν x

a n d
ε ν e

= ε ν e
= ε ν x

, a n d w e a d o pt t h e hi e r ar c h y i n R ef. [2 4 ]
f or t h e m e a n n e utri n o e n er gi e s. T h e si m ul at e d m e a s ur e-
m e nt s c o n si d er e d h er e i n v ol v e a n e xtr a cti o n of t h e ν e

pi n c h e d-t h er m al fl u x p ar a m et er s ε , E ν , a n d α fr o m
t h e r e c o n str u ct e d n e utri n o e n er g y s p e ctr u m e x p e ct e d f or
D U N E. Fi g ur e 1 s h o w s fl u e n c e s c al c ul at e d f or a pi n c h e d-
t h er m al fl u x.
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FI G. 1. Pi n c h e d- t h e r m al n e u t ri n o fl u e n c e s f o r a s u p e r n o v a
a t a di s t a n c e of 1 0 k p c.  F oll o wi n g R ef. [ 2 5 ], t h e r e s ul t s
a r e ti m e-i nt e g r a t e d o v e r t h e fi r s t t e n s e c o n d s.  T h e i ni-
ti al fl u e n c e p a r a m e t e r v al u e s f o r ν e a r e ( α 0 , E ν

0 , ε0 ) =
( 2 .5 , 9 .5 M e V , 5 × 1 0 5 2 e r g s ) , f o r ν̄ e a r e ( α 0 , E ν

0 , ε0 ) =
( 2 .5 , 1 2 .0 M e V , 5 × 1 0 5 2 e r g s ) , a n d f o r ν x a r e ( α 0 , E ν

0 , ε0 ) =
( 2 .5 , 1 5 .6 M e V , 5 × 1 0 5 2 e r g s ) . N o r m al m a s s o r d e ri n g a n d
Mi k h e y e v- S mi r n o v- W olf e n s t ei n ( M S W ) r e s o n a n c e s [ 2 6 , 2 7 ]
w e r e a s s u m e d vi a E q u a ti o n 5 .
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B. SNOwGLoBES

Beyond the neutrino-argon cross section, the super-
nova signal observed by DUNE will also be affected by the
supernova flux, the detector response, efficiency, and en-
ergy reconstruction. The SuperNova Observatories with
General Long-Baseline Experiment Simulator (SNOw-
GLoBES) software incorporates the effect of detector re-
sponse factors, including the cross section, into a simu-
lated supernova neutrino signal. This widely used, open-
source event rate calculation tool offers a quick option
to model the DUNE far detector response for supernova
neutrino signals [28].

SNOwGLoBES requires several inputs to perform the
simulation, including a cross-section model and a “smear-
ing matrix,” i.e., a transfer matrix that can be used to
calculate a reconstructed neutrino energy spectrum when
applied to the true neutrino energy spectrum (see Fig. 2).
In addition, there is an assumed post-smearing detection
efficiency. SNOwGLoBES makes use of GLoBES [29]
software to convolve a specified flux with a cross sec-
tion and a smearing matrix. We used fluxes given by
Eq. 2 and computed the smearing matrix using simulated
�e � 40Ar interactions produced by the MARLEY event
generator [30, 31] with 10% Gaussian smearing applied
to the visible energy. The exact value of 10% is modestly
optimistic for DUNE’s expected capabilities, but the re-
sults are not sensitive to the specific value [12].

For our simulated signal predictions, we adopted one of
the more optimistic neutrino energy reconstruction sce-
narios described in Ref. [30]. Under this scenario, the
reconstructed neutrino energy is taken to be the visible
energy Ereco

vis defined by the expression

Ereco
vis � Emin

bind + Ee + T
 + Tch : (4)

Here, Emin
bind = 0:99 MeV is the minimum possible change

in nuclear binding energy for the charged-current reac-
tion, Ee is the total energy of the outgoing electron, T

is the summed energy of all de-excitation 
-rays, and Tch
is the summed kinetic energy of all final-state charged
hadrons.

SNOwGLoBES outputs binned energy spectra (Asi-
mov data sets) corresponding to different detector pa-
rameter assumptions and for given pinched-thermal spec-
tral parameters (�; hE�i; "). Figure 3 shows the two
types of SNOwGLoBES output energy spectra; “interac-
tion rates” refers to the energies of neutrinos that inter-
acted (before detector response), while “observed rates”
refers to the prediction of the observed spectra in the
proposed detector. The observed rates are what the pro-
posed DUNE far detector would observe during the first
ten seconds of a 10 kpc supernova burst.

C. Mass ordering assumptions in SNOwGLoBES

The different neutrino flavor amplitudes will change as
they move through the collapsing star and in the vac-

uum of space toward Earth. These flavor transitions will
affect the �e flux that reaches the DUNE detector, and
consequently the flavor transitions will affect the �e-40Ar
event rates. SNOwGLoBES provides a simple evaluation
of the matter effect for both normal and inverted mass
ordering assumptions; we assumed �12 = 33:71� and the
following relations for flavor content for normal mass or-
dering (NMO) according to the standard prescription in
Ref. [32]:

F�e = F 0
�x ; (5a)

F�e = cos2(�12)F 0
�e + sin2(�12)F 0

�x : (5b)

Here, F� is the flux for one (or more) neutrino flavor,
and F 0

� is the flux before the flavor transition. In the
presence of flavor transitions, all produced flavors matter
for the observed �e rate at Earth. To take into account
effects produced by flavor transitions, we define a range
of flux parameters for �e and �x using the �e parameters
and the relations outlined in Section IIA.

D. Forward fitting

The resulting reconstructed energy spectra from
SNOwGLoBES are influenced by the choice of pinched-
thermal flux parameters. Measurements of the spectral
parameters might contain biases partly introduced by un-
certainties in our input assumptions such as the cross-
section model. We developed an algorithm that fits a
reconstructed neutrino energy spectrum to obtain esti-
mated values of the pinched-thermal parameters; this
then enables us to study the impact of the �e � 40Ar
cross section model on the fit results.

Our algorithm employs a “forward-fitting” approach as
an alternative to unfolding; in a forward-fitting approach,
a theory prediction convolved with the response of a given
detector is compared directly with data. Forward fitting
requires two inputs: (1) a reconstructed neutrino energy
spectrum produced by SNOwGLoBES for a supernova at
a given distance and (2) a “true” set of pinched-thermal
parameters (�0; hE�i0; "0). The algorithm uses this spec-
trum as a “true spectrum” to compare against a reference
grid of reconstructed energy spectra generated with many
different combinations of (�; hE�i; "). In this paper, the
true spectrum refers to the assumed true spectrum un-
der test in the algorithm. To quantify goodness-of-fit,
the algorithm uses a �2 function defined by

�2 �
nbX
i=1

�
Ni(�; hE�i; ")�Ni(�0; hE�i0; "0)

�2
�2
i

: (6)

Here nb is the number of reconstructed energy bins, Ni
is the number of events in the ith bin, �i is the statistical
uncertainty on the number of events in the ith bin of the
true spectrum, (�; hE�i; ") is the set of flux parameters
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0 , ε0 ) ar e t h e fl u x p ar a m et er s u s e d t o
g e n er at e t h e tr u e s p e ctr u m. We a s s u m e st ati sti c s c orr e-
s p o n di n g t o t h e a p pr o xi m at el y e x p e ct e d fl u x f or a c or e
c oll a p s e at 1 0 k p c.

0 1 0 2 0 3 0 4 0 5 0 6 0
O b s er v e d E n er g y ( M e V)

0

1 0 0

2 0 0

3 0 0

4 0 0

5 0 0

6 0 0

7 0 0

8 0 0

Ev
e
nt

s 
(
p
er

 
0.

5 
M
e

V)

T e st S p e ctr u m: ( 2. 5, 9. 5, 0. 5 0 e 5 3)

( 3. 8, 1 0. 2, 0. 5 0 e 5 3)
 = 4. 8 5:2χGri d El e m e nt 1 8 6 0 9 9, R e d. 

Tr u e S p e ct r u m:

FI G. 4. E v e nt r a t e s c al c ul a t e d u si n g S N O w G L o B E S f o r a t r u e
s p e c t r u m wi t h i ni ti al fl u e n c e p a r a m e t e r s ( α 0 , E ν

0 , ε0 ) =
( 2 .5 , 9 .5 M e V , 5 × 1 0 5 2 e r g s ) a n d a n e x a m pl e g ri d el e m e nt
wi t h fl u e n c e p a r a m e t e r s ( α 0 , E ν

0 , ε0 ) = ( 3 .8 , 1 0 .2 M e V , 5 ×
1 0 5 2 e r g s ) a n d r e d u c e d χ 2 = 4 .8 5 b a s e d o n E q. 6 . T h e e r r o r
b a r s a r e s t a ti s ti c al.

Fi g ur e 4 s h o w s a n e x a m pl e c o m p ari s o n of a tr u e s p e c-
t r u m a g ai n st o n e ar bitr ar y gri d el e m e nt. B ot h s p e ctr a
a r e r e pr e s e nt e d b y A si m o v d at a s et s; t h e err or b ar s of
t h e tr u e s p e ctr u m ar e d eri v e d fr o m t h e P oi s s o n di stri b u-
ti o n. T h e tr u e s p e ctr u m r e pr e s e nt s t h e pr e di ct e d d at a
t h at D U N E w o ul d o b s er v e d uri n g a s u p er n o v a b ur st.

T h e c oll e cti o n of χ 2 v al u e s f or e a c h of t h e gri d el e m e nt s
i s u s e d t o d et er mi n e t h e m e a s ur e m e nt u n c ert ai nt y of t h e
pi n c h e d-t h er m al p ar a m et er s. We c o n si d er u n c ert ai nt y r e-
gi o n s i n 2 D p ar a m et er s p a c e s ( E ν , α), ( E ν , ε), a n d
(α, ε ), w h er e t h e s m all e st χ 2 i s d et er mi n e d b y pr o fili n g
o v er t h e t hir d p ar a m et er. We d et er mi n e t h e a p pr o xi m at e
“ s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s” b y pl a ci n g a c ut of χ 2 − χ 2

mi n = 4 .6 1
c orr e s p o n di n g t o a 9 0 % c o n fi d e n c e l e v el f or t w o fr e e p a-
r a m et er s [ 3 3 ][3 4 ]. A s e n siti vit y r e gi o n i s e q ui v al e nt t o t h e
A si m o v c o n fi d e n c e r e gi o n f or a p erf e ct pr e di cti o n [ 3 5 ].

Fi g ur e 5 s h o w s s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s i n ( E ν , ε) s p a c e f or
t hr e e di ff er e nt s u p er n o v a di st a n c e s; t h e n u m b er of e v e nt s
s c al e s wit h t h e s u p er n o v a di st a n c e, m e a ni n g t h e r e gi o n s
will gr o w l ar g er f or a m or e di st a nt s u p er n o v a.

E.  Fi g u r e of m e ri t f o r f o r w a r d fi t ti n g

We d e v el o p e d a fi g ur e of m erit a s a pr o x y f or t h e s y s-
t e m ati c err or d u e t o t h e cr o s s s e cti o n u n c ert ai nt y, w h er e
t h e fi g ur e of m erit d e s cri b e s t h e b e st- fit m e a s ur e m e nt a n d
c h ar a ct eri z e s D U N E’ s e x p e ct e d s e n siti vit y t o t h e s u p er-
n o v a fl u x p ar a m et er s. T h e fi g ur e of m erit B x i s d e fi n e d
a s t h e fr a cti o n al bi a s o n t h e m e a s ur e m e nt of a p ar a m et er
x o bt ai n e d fr o m t h e fitti n g pr o c e d ur e:

B x ≡
x b.f. − x 0

x 0
. ( 7)

T h e fi g ur e of m erit d e p e n d s o n t h e b e st- fit v al u e x b.f.

a n d tr u e v al u e x 0 of x ∈ { α, E ν , ε} , w h er e h er e w e
e x pr e s s E ν i n M e V a n d ε i n er g s.

F or t h e st u di e s pr e s e nt e d i n t hi s p a p er, w e d e fi n e all
of o ur gri d s u si n g t h e s a m e r a n g e of α a n d E ν v al u e s.
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FI G. 5. S e n si ti vi t y r e gi o n s i n ( E ν , ε) s p a c e f o r t h r e e di ff e r-
e nt s u p e r n o v a di s t a n c e s. T h e s e r e gi o n s w e r e g e n e r a t e d f r o m
t h e s m e a ri n g m a t ri x s h o w n i n Fi g. 2 , a c r o s s s e c ti o n m o d el
f r o m M A R L E Y [3 1 ], a n d a s t e p e ffi ci e n c y f u n c ti o n wi t h a
5 M e V d e t e c ti o n t h r e s h ol d.

T h e all o w e d r a n g e s ar e d e fi n e d u si n g t h e ν e tr ut h v al-
u e s (α 0 , E ν

0 , ε0 ) = ( 2 .5 , 9 .5 , 5 × 1 0 5 2 ) a n d t h e f oll o wi n g
b o u n d s f or r e a s o n a bl e α a n d E ν v al u e s ar e t a k e n fr o m
R ef. [ 2 5 ]:

• α ∈ [ 0.1 , 7 .0] wit h 0 .1 s p a ci n g, c orr e s p o n di n g t o
fr a cti o n al bi a s v al u e s B α ∈ [− 0 .9 6 , 1 .8]

• E ν ∈ [ 5.0 , 2 0 .0] wit h 0 .1 s p a ci n g, c orr e-
s p o n di n g t o fr a cti o n al bi a s v al u e s B E ν

∈
[− 0 .4 7 , 1 .1 0]

F or t h e ε p ar a m et er, R ef. [ 2 5 ] d e fi n e d a r e a s o n a bl e
r a n g e of [ 2 × 1 0 5 2 , 1 × 1 0 5 3 ] wit h 2 .5 × 1 0 5 1 s p a ci n g, c or-
r e s p o n di n g t o bi a s v al u e s B ε ∈ [− 0 .6 , 1 .0] . We u s e d t hi s
r a n g e f or t h e st u d y o utli n e d i n S e c. III B. H o w e v er, f or
t h e st u di e s o utli n e d i n S e c s. III C a n d III E, t hi s r a n g e
w a s i n s u ffi ci e nt t o st u d y t h e t ot alit y of t h e cr o s s- s e cti o n
s p a c e c o v er e d b y t h e v ari o u s ν e -4 0 Ar s c att eri n g m o d el s
u s e d i n t hi s p a p er. T h er ef or e, w e u s e d t h e f oll o wi n g
( m or e c o n s er v ati v e) r a n g e of ε ∈ [ 1.0 × 1 0 5 1 , 1 .0 × 1 0 5 4 ]
o v er s e v er al gri d s wit h s p a ci n g s r a n gi n g fr o m 2 × 1 0 5 1 t o
5 × 1 0 5 2 ; t h e t ot al r a n g e of ε v al u e s c orr e s p o n d s t o bi a s
v al u e s B ε ∈ [− 1 .0 , 1 9 .0] .

F.  S t u d y a s s u m p ti o n s

H er e w e s u m m ari z e t h e a s s u m pti o n s u s e d f or t h e st u d-
i e s pr e s e nt e d i n t hi s p a p er:

• All n e utri n o s p e ci e s c o ntri b ut e t o t h e pi n c h e d-
t h er m al fl u x, w h er e t h e tr u e p ar a m et e r s f or e a c h
fl a v or ( b ef or e a n y fl a v or tr a n siti o n) ar e d e fi n e d b e-
l o w [2 5 ].

– ν e fl u x: (α 0 , E ν
0 , ε0 ) = ( 2 .5 , 9 .5 , 5 × 1 0 5 2 )

– ν e fl u x: (α 0 , E ν
0 , ε0 ) = ( 2 .5 , 1 2 .0 , 5 × 1 0 5 2 )

– ν x ≡ ν µ , ντ , ν µ , ν τ

fl u x: (α 0 , E ν
0 , ε0 ) = ( 2 .5 , 1 5 .6 , 5 × 1 0 5 2 )

• A p ur e pi n c h e d-t h er m al s u p er n o v a fl u x.

• N or m al m a s s or d eri n g wit h st a n d ar d M S W tr a n si-
ti o n e ff e ct s i m pl e m e nt e d u si n g E q. 5 ; n o “ c oll e cti v e "
e ff e ct s, s p e ctr al s w a p s or n o n- st a n d ar d fl a v or tr a n si-
ti o n e ff e ct s.

• A s u p e r n o v a di st a n c e of 1 0 k p c wit h n o di st a n c e u n-
c ert ai nt y.

• E v e nt r at e s i nt e gr at e d o v er a s u p er n o v a b ur st l a sti n g
1 0 s e c o n d s.

• O nl y c h ar g e d- c urr e nt ν e − 4 0 Ar i nt er a cti o n s i n t h e
si m ul at e d o b s er v e d si g n al.

• S N O w G L o B E S s m e ari n g m atri x m a d e wit h M A R-
L E Y m o d eli n g [ 3 1 ] a n d 1 0 % G a u s si a n s m e ari n g.

• P o st- s m e ari n g e ffi ci e n ci e s i n S N O w G L o B E S of 1 0 0 %
e ffi ci e n c y a b o v e a 5 M e V d et e cti o n t hr e s h ol d.

G.  A d di ti o n al i nf o r m a ti o n t o r e p r o d u c e t h e r e s ul t s

T h e st u di e s i n t hi s p a p er u s e d t h e f oll o wi n g s oft w ar e:

• S N O w G L o B E S 1. 2 [ 2 8 ]

• M A R L E Y 1. 2. 0 [ 3 1 ]

• R O O T 6. 2 0 [ 3 6 ]

T h e st u di e s r el y h e a vil y o n si m ul at e d s u p er n o v a e v e nt
r at e s c al c ul at e d wit h S N O w G L o B E S. I n str u cti o n s f or
h o w t o pr o d u c e si n gl e e v e nt r at e fil e s, al o n g wit h gri d s
of fl u x fil e s, ar e i n cl u d e d i n t h e S N O w G L o B E S s oft-
w ar e p a c k a g e.  We u s e d t h e M A R L E Y e v e nt g e n er a-
t or t o si m ul at e ν e − 4 0 Ar i nt er a cti o n s w hil e cr e ati n g a
s m e ari n g m atri x f or u s a g e i n S N O w G L o B E S. T h e s m e ar-
i n g m atri x w a s cr e at e d u si n g S N O w G L o B E S wit h 1 0 %
G a u s si a n s m e ari n g a p pli e d.  T h e f or w ar d- fitti n g al g o-
rit h m a n d st u di e s w er e c o n d u ct e d u si n g R O O T; t h e
f or w ar d- fitti n g al g orit h m i s p u bli cl y a v ail a bl e o n Git H u b
at h t t p s : / / g i t h u b . c o m / e r i n e c o n / f o r w a r d - f i t t i n g .

I I I.  C R O S S - S E C T I O N S T U D I E S

Wit h t h e f or w ar d- fitti n g al g orit h m i m pl e m e nt e d t o
m e a s ur e t h e s p e ctr al p ar a m et er s, c o n str u ct s e n siti vit y r e-
gi o n s, a n d c al c ul at e t h e bi a s fi g ur e of m erit, w e st u di e d
h o w t h e c h oi c e of ν e − 4 0 Ar cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el c o ul d i m-
p a ct a s u p er n o v a n e utri n o m e a s ur e m e nt i n D U N E. U n-
d er st a n di n g s y st e m ati c u n c ert ai nti e s a n d p ot e nti al bi a s e s
i ntr o d u c e d b y mi s m o d eli n g of t h e cr o s s s e cti o n will b e
e s s e nti al f or a c orr e ct i nt er pr et ati o n of a n y f ut ur e c or e-
c oll a p s e s u p er n o v a o b s er v ati o n.

https://github.com/erinecon/forward-fitting
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FI G. 6. C r o s s- s e c ti o n c al c ul a ti o n s f o r t h e ν e − 4 0 A r i nt e r a c ti o n
f r o m R ef s. [2 8 ], [3 7 , 3 8 ], [3 9 ], [4 0 ], [4 1 ], [4 2 ], a n d [4 3 ]. T h e
l a b el s a r e e x pl ai n e d i n T a bl e I. N o t e t h e l o g s c al e o n t h e y-
a xi s.
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FI G. 7. C r o s s s e c ti o n c al c ul a ti o n s f o r t h e ν e − 4 0 A r i nt e r a c ti o n
f r o m R ef s. [3 0 ] a n d [4 4 ]. T h e l a b el s a r e e x pl ai n e d i n T a bl e I.
T h e y- a xi s r a n g e i s t h e s a m e a s Fi g. 6 .

A.  N e u t ri n o - a r g o n c r o s s s e c ti o n m o d el s

M a n y c al c ul ati o n s of t h e ν e − 4 0 Ar cr o s s s e cti o n h a v e
e m er g e d o v er ti m e u si n g v ari o u s n u cl e ar str u ct u r e m o d-
el s. I n t h e st u di e s p erf or m e d f or t hi s p a p er, t w el v e cr o s s-
s e cti o n m o d el s ar e c o n si d er e d. T a bl e I bri e fl y s u m m ari z e s
t h e f e at ur e s of t h e m o d el s. Fi g ur e s 6 a n d 7 s h o w t h e t o-
t al c h ar g e d- c urr e nt cr o s s s e cti o n s pr e di ct e d b y e a c h of
t h e m o d el s i n t h e e n er g y r e gi o n of i nt er e st. T h e m o d-
el s w er e s plit i nt o t w o pl ot s f or e a si er r e a d a bilit y; t h e
R P A m o d el s ar e all c o nt ai n e d i n Fi g. 6 , w hil e t h e G T B D
m o d el a n d t h e cr o s s- s e cti o n s c al c ul at e d b y M A R L E Y ar e
c o nt ai n e d i n Fi g. 7 .

T h e m aj orit y of t h e s e cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el s ar e b a s e d
o n mi cr o s c o pi c c al c ul ati o n s u si n g f or m ali s m s s u c h a s t h e
R a n d o m P h a s e A p pr o xi m ati o n ( R P A) or Q u a si p arti cl e
R P A ( Q R P A). U n d er t h e s e a p pr o a c h e s, c oll e cti v e st at e s
of n u cl ei ar e d e s cri b e d u si n g p arti cl e- h ol e ( q u a si p arti cl e)
e x cit ati o n s. T h e R P A- b a s e d c al c ul ati o n s i n cl u d e c o ntri-
b uti o n s fr o m f or bi d d e n ( or hi g h- m ulti p ol e- or d er) n u cl e ar
t r a n siti o n s, w hi c h b e c o m e e s p e ci all y i m p ort a nt f or n e u-
t ri n o s wit h E ν > 5 0 M e V. A h y bri d mi cr o s c o pi c c al c u-
l ati o n [4 0 ] i n w hi c h t h e all o w e d (l o w e st- m ulti p ol e- or d er,
i. e., Fer mi a n d G a m o w- Tell er tr a n siti o n s) c o ntri b uti o n s
w er e c o m p ut e d u si n g t h e n u cl e ar s h ell m o d el ( N S M) a n d
t h e f or bi d d e n c o ntri b uti o n s w er e tr e at e d u si n g t h e R P A
i s al s o c o n si d er e d. Alt er n ati v e m a cr o s c o pi c m o d el s li k e
t h at i n R ef. [ 4 4 ] u s e c al c ul ati o n s b a s e d o n t h e gr o s s t h e or y
of b et a d e c a y ( G T B D) t h at d e s cri b e t h e gl o b al pr o p er-
ti e s of all o w e d β - d e c a y pr o c e s s e s. T h e c al c ul ati o n s fr o m
M A R L E Y [ 3 1 ] ar e p arti all y d at a- dri v e n a n d n e gl e ct f or-
bi d d e n n u cl e ar tr a n siti o n s. A Q R P A c al c ul ati o n i s u s e d
b y M A R L E Y at e x cit ati o n e n er gi e s w h er e r el e v a nt d at a
a r e n ot c urr e ntl y a v ail a bl e.
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FI G. 8. ν e − 4 0 A r c r o s s s e c ti o n v e r s u s e n e r g y wi t h v a ri o u s
s c ali n g f a c t o r s a p pli e d. R ef. [ 3 0 ] p r o vi d e d t h e c r o s s s e c ti o n
m o d el o b t ai n e d f r o m B h a t t a c h a r y a ( 2 0 0 9 ) d a t a [ 4 9 ].

B.  C r o s s s e c ti o n n o r m ali z a ti o n u n c e r t ai n t y

A s a fir st e x a mi n ati o n of t h e i m p a ct of cr o s s- s e cti o n
u n c ert ai nti e s o n t h e e xtr a cti o n of s u p e r n o v a fl u x p ar a m-
et er s fr o m a f ut ur e D U N E d at a s et, w e c o n si d er m o d el
v ari ati o n s t h at i n v ol v e t h e a p pli c ati o n of a c o n st a nt o v er-
all s c ali n g f a ct or. T h e s e v ari ati o n s s hift a pl ot of σ (E ν )
v erti c all y w hil e l e a vi n g t h e s h a p e u n c h a n g e d ( s e e Fi g.
8 ). We a d o pt a s a r ef er e n c e m o d el a cr o s s s e cti o n fr o m
M A R L E Y v er si o n 1. 2. 0 [ 3 0 ] [5 0 ].

T h e d at a- dri v e n n u cl e ar m atri x el e m e nt s i n t hi s m o d el
w er e o bt ai n e d fr o m a m e a s ur e m e nt of v er y f or w ar d (p, n )
s c att eri n g r e p ort e d i n R ef. [ 4 9 ]. T h e u n alt er e d r ef er e n c e
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T A B L E I. B ri ef f e a t u r e s of ν e − 4 0 A r c r o s s- s e c ti o n m o d el s u s e d i n t hi s w o r k.

C r o s s s e c ti o n m o d el M o d el n a m e C o m m e nt s
D ef a ul t m o d el i m pl e m e nt e d i n
S N O w G L o B E S [ 2 8 ]

S N O w G L o B E S o r S B a s e d o n R P A c al c ul a ti o n s f o r all m ul ti p ol e t r a n si ti o n s
u p t o J π = 4 ± .

C al c ul a ti o n b y M a r ti n e z- Pi n e d o
e t al. [ 3 7 , 3 8 ]

R P A B a s e d o n R P A c al c ul a ti o n s i n cl u di n g all t h e m ul ti p ol e
t r a n si ti o n s u p t o J π = 6 ± .

C al c ul a ti o n b y M. C h e o u n e t al.
[4 2 ]

Q R P A- C B a s e d o n Q R P A c al c ul a ti o n s. T h e r e s ul t s a r e c o n si s t e nt
wi t h d a t a f r o m ( p, n ) s c a t t e ri n g r e a c ti o n s a n d G a m o w-
Tell e r s t r e n g t h s.

C al c ul a ti o n b y N. P a a r e t al.
[3 9 ]

R Q R P A B a s e d o n a s elf- c o n si s t e nt t h e o r y f r a m e w o r k f o r a r el a-
ti vi s ti c n u cl e a r e n e r g y d e n si t y f u n c ti o n al. T h e c r o s s s e c-
ti o n s a r e i n cl u di n g hi g h e r- o r d e r m ul ti p ol e t r a n si ti o n s u p
t o J π = 5 ± . T h e c al c ul a ti o n s p r o vi d e a l a r g e r c r o s s s e c-
ti o n s f o r 4 0 A r.

C al c ul a ti o n b y A. S a m a n a e t al.
[4 1 ]

P Q R P A B a s e d o n p r oj e c t e d n u m b e r Q R P A i n cl u di n g hi g h e r- o r d e r
m ul ti p ol e t r a n si ti o n s u p t o J π = 6 ± . T h e s e c al c ul a ti o n s
w e r e a bl e t o d e s c ri b e c o n si s t e ntl y t h e w e a k p r o c e s s e s o n
1 2 C [ 4 1 ] u si n g a p r oj e c ti o n n u m b e r p a r ti cl e p r o c e d u r e.

C al c ul a ti o n b y A. S a m a n a e t al.
[4 4 , 4 5 ]

G T B D B a s e d o n G r o s s T h e o r y of B e t a D e c a y, t h a t d e s c ri b e s
gl o b al p r o p e r ti e s of β - d e c a y p r o c e s s e s.  R ef s. [4 4 , 4 5 ]
s t a t e t h a t t hi s m o d el f o r h e a v y el e m e nt s o v e r e s ti m a t e d
a v ail a bl e d a t a. R ef. [ 4 6 ] s t a t e s t h a t G T B D i s l e s s r eli a bl e
c o m p a r e d t o ( p, n ) s c a t t e ri n g d a t a.

C al c ul a ti o n b y T. S u z u ki a n d
M. H o n m a [ 4 0 ]

N S M R P A o r N S M + R P A  B a s e d o n a h y b ri d m o d el c al c ul a ti o n w h e r e p a r ti al c r o s s
s e c ti o n s f o r Fe r mi a n d G a m o w- Tell e r t r a n si ti o n s o b t ai n e d
u si n g N S M, w hil e o t h e r m ul ti p ol e s c o m p u t e d u si n g R P A
c al c ul a ti o n s.

M A R L E Y c al c ul a ti o n b a s e d
u p o n 4 0 Ti β d e c a y d a t a [ 3 1 ]

B 1 9 9 8 G a m o w- Tell e r m a t ri x el e m e nt s w e r e e x t r a c t e d f r o m a
1 9 9 8 m e a s u r e m e nt b y B h a t t a c h a r y a et al. [4 7 ]. T h e s e a r e
s u p pl e m e nt e d wi t h Q R P A m a t ri x el e m e nt s f r o m R ef. [ 4 2 ]
a t hi g h e x ci t a ti o n e n e r gi e s.

M A R L E Y c al c ul a ti o n b a s e d
u p o n a n al t e r n a ti v e 4 0 Ti β
d e c a y d a t a s e t [ 3 1 ]

L 1 9 9 8 G a m o w- Tell e r m a t ri x el e m e nt s w e r e e x t r a c t e d f r o m a
1 9 9 8 m e a s u r e m e nt b y Li u et al. [4 8 ].  T h e s e a r e s u p-
pl e m e nt e d wi t h Q R P A m a t ri x el e m e nt s f r o m R ef. [ 4 2 ] a t
hi g h e x ci t a ti o n e n e r gi e s.

M A R L E Y c al c ul a ti o n b a s e d
u p o n ( p, n ) s c a t t e ri n g d a t a [ 3 1 ]

B 2 0 0 9 G a m o w- Tell e r m a t ri x el e m e nt s w e r e e x t r a c t e d f r o m a
2 0 0 9 m e a s u r e m e nt b y B h a t t a c h a r y a et al. [4 9 ]. T h e s e a r e
s u p pl e m e nt e d wi t h Q R P A m a t ri x el e m e nt s f r o m R ef. [ 4 2 ]
a t hi g h e x ci t a ti o n e n e r gi e s.

U n p u bli s h e d c al c ul a ti o n b y
S a m a n a a n d d o s S a nt o s [ 4 3 ]

Q R P A- S B a s e d o n Q R P A c al c ul a ti o n s a n d u si n g t h e s a m e
p a r a m e t ri z a ti o n of p r e s e nt P Q R P A, i n cl u di n g hi g h e r-
o r d e r m ul ti p ol e t r a n si ti o n s u p t o J π = 6 ± .

m o d el i s u s e d t o g et h er wit h v er si o n s c h a n g e d b y f a ct or s
of ± ( 5 t o 2 0) % i n 5 % st e p s, ± 5 0 %, a n d + 1 0 0 %. T hi s
p r o c e d ur e yi el d s a t ot al of t w el v e u ni q u e cr o s s s e cti o n
m o d el s, a n d t h o s e m o d el s g e n er at e di ff er e nt tr u e s p e ctr a
a n d gri d s t h at w e u s e d a s i n p ut i nt o t h e f or w ar d- fitti n g
al g orit h m.
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FI G. 9. S e n si ti vi t y r e gi o n s ( 9 0 % C. L. ) f o r a 1 0 k p c s u p e r n o v a
t o s t u d y di ff e r e nt c o m bi n a ti o n s of a s s u m e d a n d t r u e t o t al
c r o s s s e c ti o n n o r m ali z a ti o n s.
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Figure 9 shows sensitivity regions for a 10 kpc super-
nova, the true scenario outlined in Sec. II F, and three
different sets of assumptions. The sensitivity regions shift
for changes in "; the cross section scaling factors affect
the statistics and thus ". The sensitivity regions shift
vertically for change in cross-section normalization, with
near-negligible shape change, as expected.

Figure 10 shows the bias in the best-fit parameter val-
ues for each possible combination of true cross-section
model (i.e., the model used to simulate the fake data set)
and assumed cross-section model (i.e., the model used
to perform the parameter fits). The best fit within the
grid bounds is determined, and that constraint can in-
troduce an artificial bias to the best fit once a boundary
is reached for one or more parameters. The results are
shown separately for �, hE�i, and ". For each parameter,
a two-dimensional histogram is plotted in which each bin
represents a particular combination of cross-section mod-
els. The color of the bin represents the bias value, i.e.,
the fractional difference between the best-fit parameter
value and its true value.

We first notice that the biases on � and hE�i are rel-
atively small unless the assumptions significantly differ
from reality. If we assume an enhanced cross section
(using positive scaling factors), the large mismatch in
statistics causes an " under-estimation. The difference
in statistics forces the algorithm to select lower " val-
ues. If we assume a reduced cross section (using negative
scaling factors), we expect a lower event rate than we ac-
tually observe; thus the forward-fitting algorithm prefers
higher " values to compensate for the discrepancy. When
the algorithm reaches a boundary (i.e., at the minimum
or maximum " value allowed), the biases in � and hE�i
will increase to compensate for spectral shape differences
between the true spectrum and grid elements.

C. Physics content of the reference cross-section
models

As mentioned above, Table I summarizes the features
of the cross-section models used in this work. The mod-
els include those based on microscopic formalisms such
as RPA [37, 38], QRPA [42], PQRPA [41], RQRPA [39],
and NSM+RPA [40]; macroscopic models such as GTBD
[44, 45]; and the MARLEY [31] phenomenological calcu-
lation based on a Monte Carlo approach. In the absence
of any direct measurements of charged-current neutrino-
argon scattering in the relevant energy range, experi-
mental constraints on these theoretical approaches are
poor. Nevertheless, we can make some general observa-
tions about the physics content of these models.

First, all of the microscopic models used here em-
ploy different residual interactions. These include the
Skyrme interaction (including a spin-orbit term) in the
RPA calculation, the Bonn CD potential in QRPA, the
�-interaction in PQRPA, the DDME2 relativistic nuclear
energy density functional in RQRPA, and the monopole-

based-universal interaction (VMU) in NSM+RPA. The
choice of residual interaction in each case was motivated
by a successful description of some relevant experimen-
tal data, such as Gamow-Teller (GT) strengths, �-decay
rates, or energies of odd-odd neighboring nuclei.

Second, using a sufficiently large configuration space of
nucleon states is important to prevent underestimation
of the energy-dependent total cross section �(E�) as the
neutrino energy rises. This is due in part to the increasing
contribution of higher-order multipoles at high energies.
The inclusive or total cross section as function of neutrino
energy is a sum over all nuclear multipoles states:

�(E�) = �(E� ; 0
+) + �(E� ; 1

+)

+ �(E� ; 0
�) + �(E� ; 1

�) +
JmaxX

J� � 2�

�(E� ; J
�) :(8)

Here, �(E� ; J
�) is the cross section contribution due to

multipole J�; for example, see Eq. 2.25 in Ref. [51], or
Eq. 3 in Ref. [40] for integration over neutrino angle.
Usually, the contribution of the multipoles 0+ and 1+,
allowed transitions, are the most important below neu-
trino energies of 50 MeV. Previous work with PQRPA
and RQRPA on (�=��) reactions on 12C has examined the
variation of �(E�) as a function of the space of single par-
ticle energies and the chosen value of the multipole cutoff
Jmax [51]. It was found that the magnitudes of the result-
ing cross sections were close to the sum-rule limit at low
energies but significantly smaller than this limit at high
energies. As the size of the configuration space is aug-
mented, �(E�) increases steadily, particularly for (�=��)
energies greater than 200 MeV. Convergence is achieved
when the configuration space and multipole cutoff (Jmax)
are both chosen to be sufficiently large [51].

A few words are necessary for the GTBD result. This
is a parametric model for �-decay rates, which includes
statistical arguments in a phenomenological way through
a convolution between the independent particle model �-
amplitude and the level density of the Fermi gas model
corrected to take into account shell effects. The GTBD
calculation considers only the contributions of allowed
transitions, �(E� ; 0

+) and �(E� ; 1
+), with a realistic de-

scription of the energy of the GT resonance peak [44, 45].
Third, some calculations use an effective (or quenched)

value of the nucleon axial-vector coupling constant for
which its bare value gA = 1:2756 from the experimental
data [33] is multiplied by a factor of around 0.8. There
is still a lack of consensus in the nuclear physics com-
munity about whether this quenching is needed. For
the family of models considered in this paper, the RPA
calculations do not use a re-normalization of gA [38],
while the RQRPA model used gA = 1. The PQRPA
calculations also adopted gA = 1 to be consistent with
comparisons of 2s1d and 2p1f shell- model predictions
with measured allowed �-decay rates [51] and with re-
cent double beta decay calculations. The QRPA cal-
culations reported in Ref. [42] use a universal quench-
ing factor fq = geffA =gA = 0:74 to reproduce measured
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FI G. 1 0. 2 D f r a c ti o n al di ff e r e n c e pl o t s t o s t u d y e ff e c t s p r o d u c e d b y n o r m ali z a ti o n u n c e r t ai nti e s o n t h e t o t al c r o s s s e c ti o n.

G T str e n gt h di stri b uti o n s. T h e N S M + R P A c al c ul ati o n s
wit hi n t h e V M U p ot e nti al u s e d a si mil ar q u e n c hi n g f a c-
t or f q = 0 .7 7 5 wit h g A = 1 .2 6 3 . T hi s c h oi c e e n a bl e d t h e
N S M + R P A m o d el t o d e s cri b e t h e e x p eri m e nt al c u m ul a-
ti v e s u m of t h e G T str e n gt h r at h er w ell. O n t h e ot h er
h a n d, r e c e nt st u di e s o n v ari ati o n s of g A i n t h e G T B D
h a v e s h o w n t h at b e st r e s ult s f or a s et of 9 4 n u cl ei of
i nt er e st ar e o bt ai n e d wit h g A = 1 [5 2 ]. T h e G T di stri b u-
ti o n u s e d f or t h e N S M + R P A c al c ul ati o n i s s hift e d t o w ar d
hi g h er e n er g y v al u e s wit h si g ni fi c a ntl y s m all er str e n gt h s
f or < 1 0 M e V n e utri n o e n er gi e s, r e s ulti n g i n a c h ar a ct er-
i sti c c ut- o ff at e n er gi e s b el o w a b o ut 8 M e V.

D e s pit e t h e di ff er e n c e s e x pl or e d a b o v e, t h e m ai n f e a-
t ur e s of m e a s ur e d w e a k i nt er a cti o n o b s er v a bl e s, s u c h
a s β - d e c a y str e n gt h s a n d i n cl u si v e m u o n c a pt ur e r at e s,
a r e r e a s o n a bl y w ell d e s cri b e d f or m ulti pl e n u cl ei b y
t h e m aj orit y of t h e n u cl e ar str u ct ur e m o d el s c o n si d er e d
h er ei n. B y i n c or p or ati n g t h e s e cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el s i nt o
o ur S N O w G L o B E S c al c ul ati o n s, w e st u di e d t h e i m p a ct
of v ari ati o n s i n t h e s h a p e of σ (E ν ) o n t h e si m ul at e d
m e a s ur e m e nt s of s u p er n o v a n e utri n o fl u x p ar a m et er s.
M a n y of t h e cr o s s s e cti o n m o d el s r e q uir e d r e-f or m atti n g
wit h e xtr a d at a- p oi nt s f or u s a g e i n S N O w G L o B E S; a p-
p e n di x A pr o vi d e s m or e d et ail s o n t h e i nt er p ol ati o n pr o-
c e d ur e t h at w a s u s e d. Fi g ur e s 6 a n d 7 s h o w t h at t h e
c r o s s- s e cti o n m o d el s di ff er c o n si d er a bl y a n d l e a d t o a
wi d e r a n g e of pr e di cti o n s f or t h e s u p er n o v a ν e si g n al i n

D U N E. A p p e n di x B pr o vi d e s a t a bl e of t h e c orr e s p o n di n g
e v e nt r at e s a s o ut p ut b y S N O w G L o B E S.
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FI G. 1 1. S N O w G L o B E S e v e nt r a t e s f o r s el e c t c r o s s- s e c ti o n
c al c ul a ti o n s f r o m R ef s. [ 3 0 , 4 0 , 4 2 – 4 5 ]. N o t e t h a t “ Q R P A- C”
a n d “ Q R P A- S” c o nt ai n t h e s a m e t y p e of c al c ul a ti o n p e rf o r m e d
b y di ff e r e nt g r o u p s, wi t h t h e f o r m e r b y M. C h e o u n e t al. [ 4 2 ]
a n d t h e l a t t e r b y S a m a n a a n d d o s S a nt o s [ 4 3 ]. M o r e d e t ail s
a b o u t t h e v a ri o u s m o d el s a r e p r o vi d e d i n T a bl e I. T h e e r r o r
b a r s a r e s t a ti s ti c al.

Fi g ur e 1 1 s h o w s r e pr e s e nt ati v e e x p e ct e d e v e nt r at e s i n
D U N E f or t h e C C ν e -4 0 Ar a b s or pti o n p r o c e s s a n d a s u-
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p er n o v a at a di st a n c e of 1 0 k p c fr o m E art h. T h e l ar g e
di ff er e n c e s i n t h e cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el pr e di cti o n s at l o w
n e utri n o e n er g y tr a n sl at e t o l ar g e v ari ati o n s i n t h e pl ot-
t e d o b s er v e d e n er g y di stri b uti o n s. A p art fr o m e ff e ct s of
c r o s s- s e cti o n mi s m o d eli n g ( w hi c h ar e c o n si d e r e d i n t h e
n e xt s e cti o n), t h e e x p e ct e d st ati sti c al u n c ert ai nt y o n t h e
e v e nt r at e h a s a str o n g e ff e ct o n t h e pr e ci si o n wit h w hi c h
t h e s u p er n o v a fl u x p ar a m et er v al u e s m a y b e m e a s ur e d.
T h e s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s s h o w n i n Fi g. 1 2 ar e o bt ai n e d b y
c o n si d eri n g t h e st ati sti c al u n c ert ai nt y a n d u si n g t h e s a m e
c r o s s- s e cti o n m o d el t o g e n e r at e t h e f a k e d at a a n d e xtr a ct
t h e r e s ult s. T h e G T B D cr o s s s e cti o n m o d el, w hi c h pr e-
di ct s 7 7 7 0 ν e C C e v e nt s, r e s ult s i n t h e ti g ht e st c o n str ai nt s
o n t h e fl u x p ar a m et er s. T h e Q R P A- C m o d el pr e di ct s
1 3 8 3 e v e nt s a n d t h u s pr o vi d e s t h e l o o s e st c o n str ai nt s.
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FI G. 1 2. S e n si ti vi t y r e gi o n s ( 9 0 % C. L. ) i n ( E ν , ε) s p a c e
g e n e r a t e d f r o m t h e c r o s s- s e c ti o n m o d el s i n R ef s. [ 3 0 , 4 3 , 4 4 ].
O nl y s t a ti s ti c al u n c e r t ai nti e s a r e c o n si d e r e d. I n e a c h c a s e,
t h e s a m e c r o s s- s e c ti o n m o d el i s u s e d b o t h t o p r o d u c e t h e f a k e
d a t a a n d t o c al c ul a t e t h e s e n si ti vi t y r e gi o n.

D.  C o m bi n e d c r o s s - s e c ti o n n o r m ali z a ti o n a n d
s h a p e u n c e r t ai n t y

T o c h ar a ct eri z e t h e i m p a ct of u si n g a n i n a c c ur at e
c r o s s- s e cti o n m o d el t o e xtr a ct v al u e s of t h e s u p er n o v a
fl u x p ar a m et e r s, w e c o n si d er s c e n ari o s i n w hi c h di ff er-
e nt c o m bi n ati o n s of t h e t h e or eti c al m o d el s d e s cri b e d i n
S e c. III C ar e u s e d t o ( 1) si m ul at e a f a k e d at a s et, a n d
( 2) p erf or m fit s of t h e fl u x p ar a m et er s. Fi g ur e 1 3 di s-
pl a y s t h e 2 D bi a s pl ot s f or t h e di ff er e nt c o m bi n ati o n s of
a s s u m e d a n d tr u e t ot al cr o s s s e cti o n m o d el s. A l o g arit h-
mi c c ol or s c al e i s u s e d f or ε d u e t o t h e v e r y l ar g e r a n g e of
bi a s e s all o w e d f or t h at p ar a m et er. I n t h e 2 D pl ot s, t h e
c r o s s- s e cti o n m o d el s ar e or d er e d al o n g e a c h hi st o gr a m
a xi s fr o m s m all e st t o l ar g e st e x p e ct e d n u m b er of e v e nt s
i nt e gr at e d o v er a n e utri n o e n er g y r a n g e of [ 5, 1 5] M e V.
A p p e n di x B al s o c o nt ai n s t h e n u m eri c al v al u e s f or t h e

e x p e ct e d e v e nt c o u nt s f or e a c h m o d el i n t h e [ 5, 1 5] M e V
r a n g e.

F urt h er i n si g ht i nt o cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el e ff e ct s o n t h e
e xtr a cti o n of s u p er n o v a n e utri n o fl u x p ar a m et er s c a n b e
g ai n e d fr o m Fi g. 1 4 , w hi c h s h o w s s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s c o m-
p ut e d b a s e d o n a f a k e d at a s et pr o d u c e d u si n g t h e M A R-
L E Y B 2 0 0 9 cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el. W h e n s u p er n o v a fl u x
p ar a m et er s ar e e xtr a ct e d u si n g t h e s a m e cr o s s- s e cti o n
m o d el (r e d s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s), t h e b e st- fit v al u e s (r e d
st ar s) ar e i d e nti c al t o t h e tr u e o n e s b y c o n str u cti o n. A
s m all bi a s i s s e e n w h e n t h e e xtr a cti o n pr o c e d ur e i s r e-
p e at e d u si n g t h e M A R L E Y L 1 9 9 8 m o d el ( bl a c k st ar s).
H o w e v er, t h e di ff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e a s s u m e d ( L 1 9 9 8)
a n d tr u e ( B 2 0 0 9) cr o s s s e cti o n s i s s m all e n o u g h t h at t h e
gr a y s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s o bt ai n e d fr o m t h e n e w fit c o v er
t h e tr u e p ar a m et er v al u e s i n all c a s e s. A m or e pr o b-
l e m ati c bi a s ( gr e e n st ar s) i s s e e n w h e n t h e fit i s r e p e at e d
u si n g t h e P Q R P A m o d el a s t h e a s s u m e d cr o s s s e cti o n. I n
t hi s c a s e, t h e di ff er e n c e b et w e e n t h e P R Q P A a n d M A R-
L E Y B 2 0 0 9 pr e di cti o n s i s l ar g e e n o u g h t o l e a d t o gr e e n
s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s w hi c h d o n ot e n cl o s e t h e tr u e r e s ult s.
T hi s bi a s w o ul d n e e d t o b e c orr e ct e d i n t h e c o nt e xt of
a r e al a n al y si s b y i ntr o d u ci n g a cr o s s- s e cti o n-r el at e d s y s-
t e m ati c u n c ert ai nt y t o i n fl at e t h e s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s. T h e
si g ni fi c a nt c orr e s p o n di n g l o s s of pr e ci si o n c a n b e vi s u all y
e sti m at e d fr o m Fi g. 1 4 b y e x a mi ni n g t h e d e gr e e t o w hi c h
t h e gr e e n s e n siti vit y r e gi o n s “ mi s s” t h e r e d st ar t h at r e p-
r e s e nt s t h e tr u e p ar a m et er v al u e s.

S o m e g e n er al tr e n d s w er e s e e n i n t h e c o ur s e of t h e s e
f a k e d at a st u di e s. If t h e cr o s s- s e cti o n m o d el u s e d f or
fitti n g gi v e s hi g h er v al u e s t h a n t h e tr u e o n e u s e d t o g e n-
er at e t h e f a k e d at a, t h e n t h e fitti n g al g orit h m t e n d s t o
o v er e sti m at e α a n d E ν w hil e u n d er e sti m ati n g ε . B e-
c a u s e ε i s dir e ctl y pr o p orti o n al t o t h e e x p e ct e d n u m b er
of e v e nt s, t h e b e st- fit v al u e of ε i s dri v e n l o w er f or f a k e
d at a s et s wit h l o w st ati sti c s.
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E. Total cross section uncertainty envelope

The cross-section models considered above are not ex-
pected to produce results of equal quality in the energy
region of interest for supernova neutrinos (see, e.g., the
discussion in the supplemental materials from Ref. [46]),
and furthermore, uncertainties are typically not available
for them. As a means of assigning a theoretical uncer-
tainty which neglects implausibly extreme variations, we
consider the spread between three cross-section predic-
tions: the partially data-driven MARLEY models [30],
the NSM+RPA calculation [40], and the QRPA-S calcu-
lation [43]. In the absence of a direct measurement of
the �e capture process on argon, we selected this subset
of the available models based upon purely a priori con-
siderations. Predictions from our chosen subset of cross-
section models are shown in Fig. 15. An uncertainty
envelope defined as the range between the minimum and
maximum cross-section predictions from this subset of
models is also shown as the crosshatched region. Pre-
dicted supernova neutrino event rates in DUNE for each
of the models used to define the envelope are displayed
in Fig. 17.

With a restricted range of cross-section variations de-
fined in this way, we repeated our fake data studies us-
ing a new family of toy cross section models. The lower
(Min) and upper (Max) bounds of the uncertainty en-
velope were treated as two of the new models, and the
MARLEY B 2009 cross section [31] was treated as a mid-
point. We further define four additional toy models in
which three of the models attempt to cover the lower half
of the envelope. The first toy model (“Lower bound toy
model 1”) is an average between the MARLEY B 2009
cross section and the lower (Min) bound. The second toy
model (“Lower bound toy model 2”) is defined as the aver-
age between the first toy model and the MARLEY B 2009
cross section. Finally, the third toy model (“Lower bound
toy model 3”) is defined as the average between the first
toy model and the lower (Min) bound. The complete set
of toy cross section models is shown in Fig. 16. Note that
the two “kinks” in the Min model are artifacts from linear
interpolations of the NSM+RPA [40] and QRPA-S [43]
models, respectively.

Figure 18 shows the 2D fractional difference plots for
the toy cross section models within the uncertainty en-
velope. When compared to Fig. 13, the biases are less
extreme for all three parameters. Similar to the previous
fake data studies, extraction of best-fit values for � and
hE�i is less affected by cross-section mismodeling while
estimation of " is impacted the most. Also similar to the
previous studies, assuming a cross-section higher than
the true one leads to an underestimation of ". Example
sensitivity regions are shown in Fig. 19 using several as-
sumed cross sections for fake data generated using the
MARLEY B 2009 model. In this case, the black star
represents the true parameter values. The observed bi-
ases are still significant for " but relatively modest for
the other supernova flux parameters.

IV. DISCUSSION

A proper interpretation of a DUNE supernova neu-
trino data set will require a good understanding of
neutrino-argon scattering cross sections in the tens of
MeV regime. Since direct measurements of the dom-
inant charged-current �e absorption process on argon
are currently unavailable, our present consideration of
cross-section uncertainties necessarily relies on calcula-
tions available in the theoretical literature. Furthermore,
because few published calculations of observables beyond
energy-dependent total cross sections �(E�) are available
for CC �e-40Ar scattering, we focus entirely upon varia-
tions to the total cross section. For the studies reported
here, the remaining aspects of the interaction modeling
needed to connect the true neutrino energy to the ob-
served energy distribution in DUNE are provided by the
MARLEY event generator, which currently implements
the only realistic predictions of complete final states for
low-energy CC neutrino-argon scattering. We expect the
theoretical uncertainties on these additional modeling de-
tails to be significant, and future work will be needed to
reliably quantify them.

To examine the impact of total cross-section mismod-
eling on the interpretation of DUNE supernova neu-
trino data, we employed three strategies for model vari-
ations: applying a constant scaling factor to the MAR-
LEY B 2009 model (Sec. III B), considering the full range
of a variety of cross-section predictions (Sec. IIID), and
defining an uncertainty envelope based on the spread of
a subset of selected predictions (Sec. III E). Beyond the
phenomenological models available in MARLEY, the the-
oretical calculations that we reviewed and employed for
the latter two strategies included the global GTBD treat-
ment and microscopic evaluations such as the QRPA,
PQRPA, NSM, and hybrid approaches. All of these mod-
els have significant differences coming from the descrip-
tion of nuclear correlations, the residual interaction, and
the value of the nucleon axial-vector coupling. Neverthe-
less, these models reasonably describe the main features
of measured weak interaction observables such as �-decay
strengths and inclusive muon capture rates.

For all three strategies, the cross-section model vari-
ations were applied to toy measurements of supernova
neutrino flux parameters performed using fake data sets
produced using the SNOwGLoBES framework. Different
combinations of true and assumed cross section models
(used to create the fake data and interpret the toy mea-
surement results, respectively) were employed, and the
impact on the extracted values of the flux parameters
was assessed.

Table II provides a high-level summary of the conclu-
sions from our fake data studies. For each of the three su-
pernova neutrino flux parameters that we considered, an
uncertainty on the total CC neutrino-argon cross-section
of -50/+100% and �20% is translated into a correspond-
ing range of observed biases on the best-fit parameter
value extracted from the toy measurements. The val-
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ues of the bias were read directly off the 2D fractional
difference plots. For the -50/+100% combination, the
forward-fitting algorithm reached the most extreme al-
lowed values of ", causing the biases in � and hE�i to
increase in an attempt to compensate for the spectral
shape differences between the true spectrum and grid el-
ements.

For total cross section known at about the 20% level,
bias on best-fit � and hE�i is in the 3-8% range. Achiev-
ing less than 10% bias on the best-fit value of " requires
the cross section to be known to about 5%. These re-
quirements may be somewhat relaxed in light of possible
constraints from simultaneous observations of the super-
nova by other detectors, which we do not consider here.
On the other hand, more stringent requirements may ul-
timately be needed when additional interaction modeling
uncertainties (beyond those on the total cross section) are
fully taken into account.

While we are optimistic that the theoretical under-
standing of low-energy neutrino-argon cross sections will
continue to improve, there is no substitute for actually
measuring the cross sections with a well-characterized
neutrino flux. Pions decaying at rest represent a near-
ideal source of neutrinos for such measurements. Decays
of �+ produce monochromatic �� on a short timescale,
plus ��� and �e from delayed decay of the stopped daugh-
ter muon on a 2.2 �s timescale. The spectrum and
timing are very well understood. The neutrino ener-
gies extend to 52 MeV, overlapping nicely with the su-
pernova spectrum. It is also possible to study neutral-
current argon inelastic events given the time structure of
the beam. Spallation-based neutron beams such as the
Spallation Neutron Source at Oak Ridge National Lab-
oratory [53], the Lujan Neutron Science Center at Los
Alamos National Laboratory [54], the J-PARC Spalla-
tion Neutron Source [55], and the future European Spal-
lation Source [56] (currently under construction) are in-
tense sources of pion decay-at-rest neutrinos. Measure-
ments of these neutrinos may also be possible at high-
energy physics facilities including the Large Hadron Col-
lider beam dump [57] and the meson decay-in-flight neu-
trino beams at Fermilab [58].

Future direct measurements of CC �e-argon cross sec-
tions using a pion decay-at-rest source could pursue sev-
eral distinct observables to better constrain interaction

TABLE II. Parameter biases caused by normalization uncer-
tainties on the total cross section.

�(E�) uncertainty Parameter Measurement bias

-50/+100%
� -80% to +176%
hE�i -41.1% to +47.4%
" -60% to +100%

�20%
� 0% to +8%
hE�i -3% to 0%
" -45% to +50%

modeling uncertainties for the DUNE supernova neutrino
program. The most straightforward of these (and most
directly relevant to the specific uncertainties considered
in this paper) would be an inclusive total cross section
h�i averaged over the �e flux �(E�) from �+ decays at
rest:

h�i �
Rm�=2
0

�(E�)�(E�) dE�Rm�=2
0

�(E�) dE�
; (9)

where m� is the muon mass and

�(E�) / E2
� m
�4
� (m� � 2E�) : (10)

Measurements of both h�i and a differential cross section
as a function of the total visible energy would likely be
obtainable with a suitably large (several-ton-scale) argon
detector. As an example, 5-10% statistical uncertainty on
the total cross section could be obtained in a few years
with a ton-scale detector a few tens of meters from the
Spallation Neutron Source.

The fine spatial resolution of a LArTPC detector would
potentially allow for more detailed measurements. In
particular, topological separation between the outgoing
electron and 
-rays emitted due to neutrino-induced nu-
clear de-excitations could allow separate measurements
of differential distributions for both particle species. Re-
cent studies (e.g., Ref. [59]) suggest that such a separa-
tion would be feasible, and a successful implementation
would yield a rich data set: the inclusive electron en-
ergy and angular distributions are known to be sensitive
to the modeling of forbidden contributions to the cross
section [60], while the 
-rays would provide a helpful con-
straint on de-excitation modeling and, in principle, the
opportunity to measure partial cross sections for specific
nuclear transitions. Measuring the neutrino angular dis-
tribution is particularly important for supernova point-
ing measurements relevant for prompt multi-messenger
astrophysics [12, 61].

An especially impactful but highly challenging mea-
surement would involve the detection of final-state neu-
trons produced by CC �e-argon interactions. Missing en-
ergy attributable to these neutrons is expected to have a
significant impact on neutrino energy reconstruction at
supernova energies [30], and the modeling needed to ac-
count for it is complicated and poorly constrained by ex-
perimental data. In the absence of any new experimental
techniques to increase the sensitivity of argon-based de-
tectors to neutrons at and below MeV energies, external
instrumentation designed to capture and detect escaping
neutrons would likely be the only means of attempting
such a measurement.

V. CONCLUSION

A possible future observation by DUNE of neutrinos
from a core-collapse supernova would represent a rare



23

and valuable scientific opportunity. In particular, the
unique sensitivity of DUNE’s LArTPC detectors to the
�e component of the supernova neutrino flux would be
highly complementary to other current and anticipated
large neutrino experiments. In the studies reported in
this paper, we have examined the effects of cross-section
modeling uncertainties on a simulated analysis of super-
nova neutrinos in DUNE.

Significant experimental and theoretical challenges re-
main before a precise understanding of tens of MeV
neutrino-argon scattering can be achieved. Nevertheless,
pursuing this understanding will be essential to maxi-
mize the discovery potential from a core-collapse super-
nova observation (and a potentially broader program of
low-energy physics) in DUNE. We hope that the initial
studies of neutrino-argon interaction modeling uncertain-
ties reported here may serve as a useful foundation for the
more comprehensive investigations that will be required
in the future.
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Appendix A: Interpolation/extrapolation methods
used on cross section models

In order to study the measurement biases introduced
by the cross-section modeling, we obtained numerical ta-
bles of model predictions for the total charged-current
�e-40Ar cross section (see Table I). SNOwGLoBES re-
quires 1001 data points in a cross section file for neutrino
energies between 5-100 MeV. While some of the models of
interest are already available within SNOwGLoBES (in-
cluding its default cross section model, along with some
MARLEY cross section models from Ref. [30]), input files
for the other models required extra preparation to con-
form to the requirements of the SNOwGLoBES format.

Table III summarizes the interpolation and extrapo-
lation methods used for the various models. Excluding
the cross section models already available within SNOw-
GLoBES, all models required interpolation between their
tabulated data points to obtain cross section values at
intermediate neutrino energies. For models which were
tabulated over the entire energy range of interest, either
a cubic spline or a linear spline was used to interpolate
between the given data points. A cubic spline was gen-
erally preferred, but the linear spline was used in cases
where the cubic spline caused unphysical fluctuations in
the interpolated total cross section.

The available cross-section tables for some models did
not cover the entire 5–100 MeV energy range required by
SNOwGLoBES. In such cases, extrapolation techniques
were used to extend the existing predictions. The mod-
els from Refs. [37, 38, 40, 44, 45] required extrapolation
down to 5 MeV, while the model from Ref. [42] required
extrapolation down to 5 MeV and up to 100 MeV. All
of the extrapolations used to prepare the SNOwGLoBES
input files employed a quadratic fit of the form

�(E�) = p0(E� � p1)2 (A1)

where p0 and p1 are the free parameters used for fitting.
All extrapolation fits used five data points.

In the fits for low energies, p1 (which has units of
MeV) holds special significance as the “endpoint” of the
cross section model because it is the minimum of the
quadratic function. For p1 > 5 MeV, the fit would in-
troduce unphysical behavior into the model in the form
of an increasing cross section as the neutrino energy E�
approaches 5 MeV from above. To prevent this behavior,
the total cross section �(E�) was zeroed out for all ener-
gies E� < p1 whenever p1 > 5 MeV. The same quadratic
functional form was also fit to the last five data points of
the model from Ref. [42] to extrapolate up to 100 MeV.
In this case, the low- and high-energy fits were handled
independently. In order to avoid discontinuities between
the interpolation and extrapolation methods, the fits per-
formed at low (high) neutrino energy were required to
pass through the first (last) tabulated data point for the
cross-section model of interest. Fig. 20 shows the cross
section model from Refs. [44, 45] as an example of the
interpolation between points (in this case, with a linear
spline) as well as an extrapolation to low energies.
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FIG. 20. Cross section model from Ref. [44, 45] with the interpolation (with a linear spline) and extrapolation (using a
quadratic fit) shown. See Table III for the quadratic fit parameters for the low-energy fit.

TABLE III. Table summarizing the interpolation and extrapolation methods performed on the various cross section models to
format them for usage in SNOwGLoBES [28]. Parameters from the quadratic fits described in the text are also given when
extrapolation was used.

Cross section model Interpolation method used Extrapolation method used
SNOwGLoBES [28] N/A N/A

RPA [37, 38] Linear spline Low-energy quadratic fit: � = 1:35027e-05(E � 0:567063)2

QRPA-C [42] Linear spline Low-energy quadratic fit: � = 7:29830e-06(E � 6:67699)2; for
all energy values below p1 = 6:68 MeV, the cross section was set
to zero.
High-energy quadratic fit: � = 1:83273e-05(E � 12:3510)2

GTBD [44, 45] Linear spline Low-energy quadratic fit: � = 2:26358e-05(E + 0:761242)2

NSM+RPA [40] Linear spline Low-energy quadratic fit: � = 1:49812e-04(E � 7:45969)2; for
all energy values below p1 = 7:46 MeV, the cross section was set
to zero.

QRPA-S [43] Linear spline N/A
RQRPA [39] Cubic spline N/A
PQRPA [41] Cubic spline N/A
B 1998 [31] Cubic spline N/A
B 2009 [31] Cubic spline N/A
L 2009 [31] Cubic spline N/A

Appendix B: SNOwGLoBES event rates for
different cross section models

TABLE IV. SNOwGLoBES estimated number of �eCC
events in the DUNE far detectors for pinched-thermal flux
parameters (�; hE�i; ") = (2:5; 9:5; 5� 1052) for the �e flavor,
a 10-kpc supernova, and assuming NMO and MSW oscilla-
tions via Equation 5.

Cross section model Number of �eCC
events

Number of �eCC
events between
[5; 15] MeV

QRPA-C [42] 1383 134
RQRPA [39] 2243 220
QRPA-S [43] 2791 243
SNOwGLoBES [28] 4486 624
B 1998 [31] 6307 874
L 1998 [31] 6390 883
NSM+RPA [40] 6391 897
B 2009 [31] 6852 988
PQRPA [41] 4562 909
RPA [37, 38] 5064 998
GTBD [44, 45] 7770 2070

Appendix C: Interpolating sensitivity regions

To keep computation time reasonable, the algorithm
used to compute flux parameter sensitivity regions (see
Sec. IID) uses a limited number of elements in the grid of
reference (�; hE�i ; ") values. The limited number of grid
elements leads to unphysical jagged edges in plots of the
90% confidence contours used in this paper to estimate
DUNE sensitivity regions for the supernova spectral pa-
rameters. To remove these artifacts from the sensitivity
region plots, we developed an interpolation technique to
smooth the contour edges. Each contour was stored as
a two-dimensional histogram, where the weight in each
bin was calculated as the minimum �2 value obtained in
that region of 2D flux parameter space. Bilinear interpo-
lation [62] between histogram bins was then used to in-
crease the number of bins along each axis to 1000. Exam-
ple sensitivity regions for the MARLEY B 2009 model are
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shown in Fig. 21 before (black) and after (blue) applying
the smoothing procedure. The impact of the smoothing
is most noticeable in the plots involving " since the ref-

erence grid is coarsest for that parameter. Specifically,
the interpolated contours are slightly smaller than the
original contours.
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