
Measurement of the Λ hyperon lifetime

S. Acharya et al.
*

(ALICE Collaboration)

(Received 7 April 2023; accepted 9 June 2023; published 11 August 2023)

A new, more precise measurement of the Λ hyperon lifetime is performed using a large data sample of
Pb–Pb collisions at

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 5.02 TeV with ALICE. The Λ and Λ̄ hyperons are reconstructed at

midrapidity using their two-body weak decay channel Λ → pþ π− and Λ̄ → p̄þ πþ. The measured
value of the Λ lifetime is τΛ ¼ ½261.07� 0.37ðstat:Þ � 0.72ðsyst:Þ� ps. The relative difference between the
lifetime of Λ and Λ̄, which represents an important test of CPT invariance in the strangeness sector, is also
measured. The obtained value ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ ¼ 0.0013� 0.0028ðstat:Þ � 0.0021ðsyst:Þ is consistent with
zero within the uncertainties. Both measurements of the Λ hyperon lifetime and of the relative difference
between τΛ and τΛ̄ are in agreement with the corresponding world averages of the Particle Data Group and
about a factor of three more precise.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevD.108.032009

I. INTRODUCTION

The Λ is the lightest hyperon, with strangeness S ¼ −1,
isospin I ¼ 0, and quark content uds. Its lifetime has been
measured in past experiments starting from 1963 using its
weak decay channels Λ → pþ π− and Λ̄ → p̄þ πþ. The
world average reported in the Review of Particle Physics of
the Particle Data Group (PDG) [1] is τΛ ¼ 263.2� 2.0 ps.
This is the result of averaging the measurements performed
in 1973 by Poulard et al. [2] and 1975 by Clayton et al. [3]
using Λ produced in interactions of low-energy charged
kaon beams with a fixed target, and the measurement of
Zech et al. [4] in 1977 using a neutral hyperon beam. These
results are based on data samples containing a maximum
of fifty-three thousand events. The relative difference
between the lifetimes of Λ and Λ̄ reported in the PDG is
ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ ¼ −0.001� 0.009, resulting from the aver-
age of two measurements, one performed in 1967 by Badier
et al. [5] and another one in 1996 by Barnes et al. [6], using
Λ and Λ̄ produced in low-energy pþ p̄ → Λþ Λ̄ reactions.
The excellent tracking and particle-identification capabil-
ities of ALICE over a broad momentum range and the large
amount of data collected during Run 2 of the LHC are
exploited to improve the current precision on the meas-
urement of the Λ lifetime and on the relative difference
between the lifetimes of Λ and Λ̄. The latter provides a

fundamental test of CPT invariance in the strangeness
sector.
This measurement is also a fundamental reference for the

studies of the properties of hypernuclear states created in
heavy-ion collisions and for future precision studies of
other hyperon properties. The analysis presented here is
performed in Pb–Pb collisions at a center-of-mass energyffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 5.02 TeV using the same data sample employed
for the measurements of the (anti)hypertriton lifetime andΛ
separation energy [7]. The latter measurements are funda-
mental to infer the internal structure of this hypernucleus as
well as the properties of hyperon–nucleon interaction in the
low-density limit, as described in [8].

II. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS

ALICE is one of the four large experiments at the LHC
and it is dedicated to the study of heavy-ion collisions at
ultrarelativistic energies. A detailed description of the
ALICE apparatus and its performance can be found in
Refs. [9,10]. In the following, only the subdetector systems
used for the analysis presented in this paper are described.
Trajectories of charged particles are reconstructed in the

ALICE central barrel with the inner tracking system (ITS)
[11] and the time projection chamber (TPC) [12]. These are
located within a large solenoidal magnet, providing a
highly homogeneous magnetic field of 0.5 T parallel to
the beam axis. The ITS consists of six cylindrical layers of
silicon detectors, concentric and coaxial to the beam pipe,
with a total pseudorapidity coverage jηj < 0.9 with respect
to the nominal interaction point. Three different technol-
ogies are used for this detector: the two innermost layers
consist of silicon pixel detectors (SPD), the two central
layers of silicon drift detectors (SDD), and the two
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outermost layers of double-sided silicon strip detectors
(SSD). This detector is used in the determination of primary
and secondary vertices, and in the track reconstruction.
The TPC is the largest detector in the ALICE central

barrel, with a pseudorapidity coverage jηj < 0.9. It is used
for charged-particle track reconstruction, momentum meas-
urement, and particle identification (PID) via the measure-
ment of the specific energy loss (dE=dx) of particles in the
TPC gas. This detector provides up to 159 spacial points
per track for charged-particle reconstruction. The resolution
in the measurement of the distance-of-closest approach of
primary tracks to the primary collision vertex, projected on
the transverse plane, ranges from about 200 μm at
0.2 GeV=c to about 10 μm at 10 GeV=c [10]. The trans-
verse-momentum (pT) resolution ranges from about 1% at
1 GeV=c to about 10% at 50 GeV=c in Pb–Pb collisions atffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 5.02 TeV [13]. The dE=dx resolution depends on
the event multiplicity and is about 5–6.5% for minimum-
ionizing particles crossing the full volume of the TPC [10].
The PID is complemented by the time-of-flight (TOF)

system [14]. This detector is made of multigap resistive
plate chambers (MRPC) and is located at a radial distance
of 3.7 m from the nominal interaction point. The TOF
detector measures the arrival time of particles relative to the
event collision time provided by the TOF detector itself or
by the T0 detectors, two arrays of Cherenkov counters
located at forward and backward rapidities [15]. The TOF
detector is used in this analysis for pile-up rejection, mostly
from out-of-bunch collisions, by requiring that at least one
of the Λ (Λ̄) charged decay-daughter tracks has an
associated hit in the TOF detector.
Collision events are triggered by two plastic scintillator

arrays, V0A and V0C [16], located on both sides of the
interaction point, covering the pseudorapidity regions
2.8 < η < 5.1 and −3.7 < η < −1.7, respectively. Each
array consists of four concentric rings, each ring compris-
ing eight cells with the same azimuthal coverage. The V0A
and V0C scintillators are used to determine the collision
centrality from the measured signals produced by charged
particles [17,18]. The centrality is defined in terms of
percentiles of the total hadronic cross section.

III. DATA ANALYSIS

A. Event selection

The data used for this analysis were collected in 2018
during the LHC Pb–Pb run at

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 5.02 TeV. A
minimum bias (MB) event trigger and two centrality
triggers were used. The MB trigger, fully efficient in the
centrality interval 0–90%, requires coincident signals in the
V0 detectors, synchronous with the bunch crossing time
defined by the LHC clock. The two centrality triggers, fully
efficient in the centrality classes 0%–10% and 30%–50%,
are based on the signal amplitude measured by the V0
scintillators, which is proportional to the charged-particle
multiplicity of the event. The analysis is performed in four

centrality classes: 0%–10%, 10%–30%, 30%–50%, and
50%–90%. The events in the centrality classes 0%–10%
and 30%–50% are selected using both the MB and central-
ity triggers, while the MB event trigger alone is used for the
other centrality classes. In order to keep the conditions of
the detectors as uniform as possible and reject background
collisions, the coordinate of the primary vertex along the
beam axis is required to be within 10 cm from the nominal
interaction point. Events with multiple vertices identified
with the SPD are tagged as pile-up and removed from the
analysis [10]. In addition, events with pile-up occurring
during the drift time of the TPC are rejected based on the
correlation between the number of SDD and SSD clusters
and the total number of clusters in the TPC, as described in
Ref. [19]. To further suppress the pile-up contribution,
mostly from out-of-bunch collisions, the Λ daughter tracks
are required to have an associated hit in the TOF detector.
This requirement is applied only for the centrality classes
30%–50% and 50%–90%. For the most central events, the
matching of daughter tracks with a TOF hit does not have a
significant impact on the fraction of Λ (Λ̄) from events with
out-of-bunch pile-up, which is found to be between 0.02%
and 0.07%. The total number of events selected for each
centrality class is reported in Table I.

B. Selection of Λ candidates

The two-body decay channels Λ → pþ π− and Λ̄ →
p̄þ πþ are used in this measurement. These have a
branching ratio BR of ð63.9� 0.5Þ% [1]. The Λ (Λ̄)
candidates are reconstructed using the standard ALICE
weak decay finder. This algorithm searches for weak decay
topologies, called V0, by reconstructing oppositely-charged
particle tracks originating from a displaced vertex as
described in Refs. [20,21]. In the case of a decay vertex
located inside the ITS volume, at least one hit in any of the
ITS layers is used in the reconstruction of the charged
tracks originating from the V0 decay. The reconstructed
tracks, selected in the pseudorapidity region jηj < 0.8, are
required to fulfil a set of quality criteria such as having a
number of TPC crossed rows larger than 80, a number of
TPC clusters used for the dE=dx calculation larger than 60
to ensure a good dE=dx resolution, a fraction of TPC
crossed rows and findable clusters larger than 70%, and a
good track fit χ2=NTPC

cls < 2.5, where NTPC
cls is the number of

TPC clusters.

TABLE I. Number of events used for the analysis.

Centrality
Number of

events (×106)

0%–10% 70.97
10%–30% 18.43
30%–50% 61.43
50%–90% 36.86
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To reduce the combinatorial background, a set of
topological selections are applied, i.e. the distance of
closest approach (DCA) between the V0 daughter tracks
is required to be less than 1 cm, the DCA between the V0

and the primary collision vertex less than 0.5 cm, the radial
distance between primary and secondary vertices larger
than 3 cm, and cosðθpÞ > 0.995, where θp is the angle
between the vector connecting the primary and secondary
vertices and the total V0 momentum (p⃗V0 ¼ p⃗p þ p⃗π). The
selection criteria applied for this measurement are similar to
those already used in previous measurements [21–23].
The particle identification is based on the energy loss per

unit of track length measured by the TPC. Protons and
pions are identified by requiring that their measured dE=dx
is within 3σdE=dx from the expected average calculated
using the Bethe–Bloch, where σdE=dx is the dE=dx reso-
lution. Proton and pion candidates are selected in the
transverse-momentum intervals 0.2 < pπ

T < 2 GeV=c and
0.2 < pp

T < 10 GeV=c, respectively.

C. Signal extraction

The Λ and Λ̄ lifetimes are extracted from a fit to their
proper decay length distributions using the exponential
function exp ð−Lproper=hLproperiÞ. The proper decay length
is calculated for every Λ (Λ̄) as

Lproper ¼ Llab=βγ ¼ MΛ
Llab

p
; ð1Þ

where Llab is the decay length measured in the laboratory
system as the distance between primary and secondary
vertices, MΛ is the Λ mass taken from the PDG
(MΛ ¼ 1115.683 MeV=c2) [1], and p is the total momen-
tum of the Λ (Λ̄) measured at the decay point. The number
of signal counts in each Lproper interval is obtained using the
following procedure, which is illustrated in Fig. 1:

(1) Location of the peak region: the invariant mass of the
decay daughters is calculated and the region around
the maximum of the invariant-mass distribution is
fitted using a Gaussian function. The peak region is
defined as ½M0 − 8σ;M0 þ 10σ�, where M0 is the
mean and σ is the standard deviation of the Gaussian
fit. The choice of such a wide signal region is
motivated by the fact that the peak has two long tails
and is slightly asymmetric, especially for low values
of Lproper. This asymmetry is an effect of residual
imperfections in tracking and energy loss correc-
tions, which affect candidates with invariant masses
above and below the expected mass differently.

(2) Fit of the background: the background on the side
bands of the peak is fitted using a continuous
function to extrapolate the expected background
inside the peak region. Since the background shape
changes with Lproper, a third-order polynomial func-
tion is used to fit the background at low Lproper while
the sum of a power-law and a linear function is used
at high Lproper values. These functions have the
minimum number of parameters that guarantees a
data-to-fit ratio consistent with unity within statis-
tical uncertainties in the sidebands.

(3) Signal extraction: the signal is extracted in each
Lproper interval by subtracting the estimated back-
ground from the invariant mass distribution and
counting the entries inside the peak region.

The total number of Λ and Λ̄ raw counts within the peak
region are reported in Table II for each centrality interval.

D. Efficiency and secondary Λ corrections

The raw Lproper spectrum of Λ (Λ̄) is corrected for the
reconstruction efficiency, the feed-down contribution from
higher-mass baryons and secondary Λ (Λ̄) originating from
interactions of particles with the detector material as
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FIG. 1. Invariant mass spectra of pπ pairs measured in central collisions (0%–10%) at low (left) and large (right) Lproper. The green
area indicates the peak region.
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�
dNΛ

dLproper

�
corr

¼ 1

ϵðLproperÞ
× fprimðLproperÞ ×

�
dNΛ

dLproper

�
raw

;

ð2Þ

where ϵðLproperÞ is the efficiency of primary Λ (Λ̄) and
fprimðLproperÞ is the fraction of primary Λ (Λ̄). The
dominant feed-down contributions are given by the weak
decays of Ξ�, Ξ0, and Ω�: [1]

(i) Ξ0ðΞ̄0Þ → ΛðΛ̄Þ þ π0 BR ¼ ð99.524� 0.012Þ%,
(ii) Ξ� → Λþ π� BR ¼ ð99.887� 0.035Þ%,
(iii) Ω� → Λþ K� BR ¼ ð67.8� 0.7Þ%,
(iv) Ω�→Ξ0þπ� and Ω�→Ξ�þπ0BR¼ð32.2�0.8Þ%.
These corrections are calculated using Monte Carlo

(MC) simulations. Collision events between lead ions
are simulated using the HIJING event generator [24] and
the passage of particles through the experimental apparatus
is simulated using GEANT3 [25] as transport code.
Considering that the pT distributions of particles and their
relative abundances in MC simulations are different from
data, centrality and pT-dependent corrections are applied in
MC simulations using weights. These are defined, for
different centrality classes, as the ratio of the pT spectrum
measured by ALICE and the pT spectrum generated
by HIJING.
The ALICE measurements of the pT spectra of Λ, Ξ�,

and Ω� [21,26] in Pb–Pb collisions at
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 2.76 TeV,
scaled by the ratio of the proton pT spectra measured atffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 5.02 TeV [27] and
ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
sNN

p ¼ 2.76 TeV [28], are
used to calculate the weights for different centralities.

Based on isospin symmetry, the pT spectra of Ξ0 are
assumed to be identical to those of Ξ�. Centrality depen-
dent factors, given by the ratios ðΞ=ΛÞdata=ðΞ=ΛÞMC and
ðΩ=ΛÞdata=ðΩ=ΛÞMC, are also included to reproduce the
centrality dependence of the particle ratios observed in
data. The efficiency is calculated as the ratio between
reconstructed and generated primary Λ in the simulation

ϵðLproperÞ ¼
½ dNΛ
dLproper

�
rec

½ dNΛ
dLproper

�
gen

: ð3Þ

The efficiencies of Λ and Λ̄ for central Pb–Pb collisions
(0–10%) as a function of Lproper are shown in Fig. 2 (left).
The correction for secondary Λ (Λ̄) from material and weak
decays is applied by scaling the raw Lproper spectrum by the
fraction of primary Λ (Λ̄) given by

fprimðLproperÞ ¼ 1 −
dNΛsec

=dLproper

dNΛall
=dLproper

: ð4Þ

The fraction of secondary Λ and Λ̄ for central Pb–Pb
(0%–10%) is shown as a function of Lproper in the right
panel of Fig. 2. The individual contributions from material
and weak decays are shown in addition to the total fraction
for illustration. The observed trend of the fraction of
secondary Λ (Λ̄) from weak decays with Lproper is due
to an interplay between the efficiency and decay time of the
Λ (Λ̄) mother particle. For secondary Λ (Λ̄) from material,
it is due to a combined effect of efficiency and the radial
distance at which the secondary Λ (Λ̄) is produced.

IV. SYSTEMATIC UNCERTAINTIES

The dominant sources of systematic uncertainties on the
Λ and Λ̄ lifetime measurements are related to the track
and V0 selections, signal extraction, efficiency and feed-
down corrections. These are summarized in Table III.
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FIG. 2. Reconstruction efficiency of primary Λ (Λ̄) (left) and fraction of secondary Λ (Λ̄) (right) in central Pb–Pb collisions (0–10%).

TABLE II. Raw counts of Λ and Λ̄ for different centralities.

Centrality Λ (×106) Λ̄ (×106)

0–10% 312.6 296.4
10–30% 49.7 47.2
30–50% 41.2 35.9
50–90% 4.2 3.6
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The methods used to estimate the systematic uncertainties
from these sources are illustrated in the following. In
addition, effects of the material budget uncertainty, the
uncertainty on the hadronic interaction of Λ, Λ̄, and their
decay daughters, and potential effects of residual pile-up—
which are found to be negligible—are also discussed.

A. Systematic uncertainty from track and V0 selection

The systematic uncertainty due to the track and V0

selection criteria is estimated by repeating the full analysis
chain using one hundred different analysis parameters,
where the single-track, topological, and particle-identifica-
tion selection criteria are varied, such that they produce a
maximum variation of �10% in the raw signal yield,
similarly to the approach used in Refs. [21–23]. The
systematic uncertainty from the track and V0 selection is
calculated by fitting the distribution of lifetime values
obtained from different selection criteria using a
Gaussian function and taking the σ of the Gaussian fit
as an uncertainty. The obtained uncertainties are 0.55 ps for
τΛ, 0.69 ps for τΛ̄, and 0.65 ps for τΛþΛ̄. This contribution is
the dominant source of systematic uncertainty.

B. Signal extraction uncertainty

The systematic uncertainty from the signal extraction
includes two contributions: the choice of the background fit
range and the integration range used for the raw yield
extraction. For both contributions, one hundred different
intervals are randomly generated, with a uniform proba-
bility distribution between two extremes, and the signal
extraction procedure is repeated for each of these intervals.
The limits used are specified in Table IV.
The standard deviation of the distribution of raw yields in

each Lproper interval is taken as the systematic uncertainty.
These two contributions are independent and added in

quadrature. The stability of the results was tested against
different choices of the fit functions used to model the
background. In particular, linear and second-order poly-
nomials were also tried at low Lproper, while an exponential
(power-law) for the left and second-order polynomial
(exponential) for the right side of the background were
also used at high Lproper. The use of alternative fit functions
to model the background resulted in negligible changes in
the extracted yield. For this reason, this contribution to the
signal extraction uncertainty is considered negligible. The
uncertainty on the lifetime is calculated by replacing
the statistical uncertainties on the corrected Lproper spectrum
with the signal extraction uncertainties, which are bin-by-
bin uncorrelated, and taking the uncertainty from the
exponential fit as the systematic uncertainty. This contri-
bution is found to be ðΔτÞsystsignal ¼ 0.03 ps for both τΛ and
τΛ̄, and 0.02 ps for τΛþΛ̄.

C. Systematic uncertainty from efficiency
and feed-down corrections

The systematic uncertainty related to the efficiency and
feed-down corrections is estimated by varying: (i) the pT-
dependent weights used to adjust the input pT distributions
of Λ, Ξ, and Ω in the simulations, (ii) the Λ, Ξ, and Ω
lifetimes by the PDG uncertainties [1] and (iii) the Λ=Ξ and
Λ=Ω ratios by the measured uncertainties. The Ω is found
to give a negligible contribution to the systematic uncer-
tainties. To vary the lifetimes implemented in the
simulations, which are taken from the PDG [1], Lproper-
dependent weights are used. These are obtained as the ratio
between the Lproper spectrum with modified lifetime and the
default spectrum. To estimate the total contribution of these
sources, a set of five hundred different efficiency and feed-
down corrections is generated. Each of them is obtained
using a different set of weights where the pT spectra of Λ,
Ξ, and Ω, their lifetimes and particle ratios are varied by a
fraction of their uncertainty. Such a fraction is extracted
randomly from a Gaussian distribution centered at zero and
with a width equal to 1. When modifying the pT spectra
measured in data to recalculate the weights, the correlated
and uncorrelated uncertainties with pT are treated
differently:
(1) pT-correlated uncertainties: all data points of the pT

spectrum are shifted coherently upward and down-
ward by a fraction of their systematic uncertainty in
each pT interval.

(2) pT-uncorrelated uncertainties: the data points are
moved independently by a fraction of their uncorre-
lated uncertainty in each pT interval.

These five hundred different efficiencies and fractions of
secondary Λ (Λ̄) are then used to correct the raw-Lproper

spectrum measured in data. The lifetime is extracted for
each corrected spectrum and the standard deviation of the
distribution of lifetimes is taken as an estimate of the

TABLE III. Summary of the systematic uncertainties on the Λ
and Λ̄ lifetime measurements. All values are in ps.

Source Λ Λ̄ Λþ Λ̄

Track and V0 selections 0.55 0.69 0.65
Signal extraction 0.03 0.03 0.02
Efficiency and feed-down corrections 0.30 0.33 0.30
Total 0.63 0.77 0.72

TABLE IV. Invariant-mass intervals used for the signal extrac-
tion systematic uncertainty.

Left extreme Right extreme

Background
fit range

½M0−14σ;M0−11σ� ½M0þ20σ;M0þ32σ�

Signal integration
range

½M0−13σ;M0−7σ� ½M0þ5σ;M0þ11σ�
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systematic uncertainty from efficiency and feed-down
corrections. The obtained uncertainties are 0.30 ps for
τΛ, 0.33 ps for τΛ̄, and 0.30 ps for τΛþΛ̄.

D. Inelastic interaction with the detector materials

The default efficiency is based on GEANT3 transport
package. The effect of (anti)matter absorption was studied
by comparing the default efficiency with that obtained
using a MC production based on GEANT4 [29], which
contains slightly different parametrizations of the inelastic
cross sections of (anti)matter particles. The GEANT3 and
GEANT4-based efficiencies are consistent within uncertain-
ties. TheΛ and Λ̄ lifetimes are found to be consistent within
uncertainties, and therefore, no systematic uncertainty is
assigned due to this effect.

E. Material budget

The ALICE detector material is known with a precision
of 4.5% [10]. The effect of the limited knowledge of the
material budget, which could affect the efficiency and the
fraction of secondary Λ (Λ̄) from material and its depend-
ence on Lproper, is studied by comparing the efficiency and
corrections for secondaryΛ (Λ̄) usingMC productions with
increased and decreased material density by 4.5%. The
difference in the mean lifetime is found to not be sta-
tistically significant and therefore this contribution is
neglected.

F. Pile-up effects

Simultaneous collisions with displaced vertices (pile-up)
could, in principle, create a bias in the measurement of the

Λ (Λ̄) decay length due to the wrong V0–vertex association.
The tight selection on the cosðθpÞ allows the matching
between a reconstructed V0 and the wrong vertex only for
close vertices. This happens with very low probability and
is found to give a negligible bias in the decay length
measurement. To further cross-check potential pile-up
effects, the analysis is repeated removing all pile-up
rejections. The Λ (Λ̄) lifetimes, in this case, are found to
be consistent with the value using default pile-up rejection
within the statistical uncertainties. It is concluded that the
pile-up effects combined with rather strong topological
selections used in this analysis give a negligible effect on
the Λ (Λ̄) lifetime.

V. RESULTS

The Lproper spectra of Λ and Λ̄ measured in each
centrality interval are corrected for the corresponding
efficiency, feed-down from higher mass baryons, and the
fraction of secondary Λ (Λ̄) from the material. The use of
centrality triggers in the data used in this analysis leads to a
nonuniform centrality distribution. In order to restore the
correct relative contribution from different centralities, the
Lproper spectra measured in the centrality intervals 10%–
30%, 30%–50%, and 50%–90% are scaled by a factor

ki ¼
N0−10%

events =w0−10%

Ni
events=wi

wi; ð5Þ

where Ni
events and wi are the number of events and the

centrality bin width of the ith centrality interval and N0−10%
events

and w0−10% ¼ 10 are those related to the reference
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FIG. 3. Lproper spectra of Λ (left), Λ̄ (middle) and their sum (right), and exponential fits for the lifetime extractions. Only statistical
uncertainties are shown for each data point and for the mean lifetime extracted from the exponential fit.

S. ACHARYA et al. PHYS. REV. D 108, 032009 (2023)

032009-6



centrality interval 0%–10%. The obtained spectrum is
normalized to unity and fitted with an exponential function
in the Lproper interval [3,30] cm to extract the mean lifetime.
The fit results for Λ, Λ̄ and their sum are shown in Fig. 3,
which also contains the data-to-fit ratios in the bottom
panels. The data-to-fit ratio in each interval is obtained as
the ratio between the interval content and the weighted
average of the fit function within the interval, with weight
given by the exponential function. In this figure, only
statistical uncertainties in each Lproper interval and on the
mean lifetime are shown. The systematic uncertainties are
calculated using the procedure described in Sec. IVand are
reported only for the final result of the lifetime in the
0%–90% centrality class. The fit is stable when changing
fit range (Lmin

proper ¼ 1; 2; 3; 4; 5;…, 10 cm) and binning
(width ¼ 0.5; 1; 2 cm) leading to results that are consistent
within the statistical uncertainties.
The measured lifetimes of Λ and Λ̄ with statistical and

systematic uncertainties, are

τΛ ¼ ½261.20� 0.49ðstatÞ � 0.63ðsystÞ� ps;
τΛ̄ ¼ ½260.86� 0.55ðstatÞ � 0.77ðsystÞ� ps;

τΛþΛ̄ ¼ ½261.07� 0.37ðstatÞ � 0.72ðsystÞ� ps:

The lifetimes extracted in different centrality intervals
are consistent within their statistical uncertainties, as shown
in Fig. 4. As a cross-check, the lifetime is also calculated as
the weighted average of the results in different centrality
intervals, with weights given by the inverse of the statistical
uncertainties squared. The result is fully consistent with
that extracted from the Lproper distribution obtained
using Eq. (5).
The present measurement is compared with previous

results in Fig. 5. The STAR measurement is taken from

Ref. [30]. For this comparison, statistical and systematic
uncertainties are added in quadrature.
Assuming CPT invariance, the lifetimes of the Λ and Λ̄

are expected to be consistent within uncertainties. To test
CPT invariance, the relative difference ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ is
measured. Statistical uncertainties on τΛ and τΛ̄ and the
systematic uncertainties originating from the signal extrac-
tion are uncorrelated and propagated independently. On the
other hand, the systematic uncertainties on the efficiency
and feed-down corrections as well as those on the track
and V0 selections of Λ and Λ̄ are partially correlated.
The systematic uncertainty on the relative difference
ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ from the former contribution is considered
as half of the interval with the following extremes

�
τΛ̄
τΛ

�
upper

¼ τΛ̄ þ ΔτΛ̄ðcorrectionsÞ
τΛ þ ΔτΛðcorrectionsÞ

; ð6Þ

�
τΛ̄
τΛ

�
lower

¼ τΛ̄ − ΔτΛ̄ðcorrectionsÞ
τΛ − ΔτΛðcorrectionsÞ

; ð7Þ

and is found to be 1.1 × 10−4. To take into account the
correlation between the uncertainties from the track and V0

selections, the relative difference ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ is calculated
for each of the different analysis settings used. The uncer-
tainty is given by the standard deviation of the distribution of
ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ values and is found to be 0.0021, which is the
largest contribution to the total systematic uncertainty. The
measured value of the relative difference between the Λ and
Λ̄ lifetimes is

ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ ¼ 0.0013� 0.0028ðstat:Þ � 0.0021ðsyst:Þ;
ð8Þ
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FIG. 4. Λ lifetime measured in different centrality intervals.
Only statistical uncertainties are shown.
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while that reported in the PDG is ðτΛ − τΛ̄Þ=τΛ ¼ −0.001�
0.009 [1]. The present measurement is consistent with zero
with an overall improvement of the absolute precision with
respect to the PDG by approximately a factor of three.

VI. SUMMARY

Unprecedentedly precise measurements of the Λ (Λ̄)
lifetime and of the relative difference between the lifetimes
of Λ and Λ̄ are presented. The latter represents an important
test of the CPT symmetry in the strangeness sector. The
confidence range of the Λ (Λ̄) lifetime is reduced by
approximately a factor of three with respect to the PDG
average.
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R. Averbeck ,97 M. D. Azmi ,15 A. Badalà ,52 J. Bae ,104 Y.W. Baek ,40 X. Bai ,118 R. Bailhache ,63 Y. Bailung ,47

A. Balbino ,29 A. Baldisseri ,128 B. Balis ,2 D. Banerjee ,4 Z. Banoo ,91 R. Barbera ,26 F. Barile ,31 L. Barioglio ,95

M. Barlou,78 G. G. Barnaföldi ,136 L. S. Barnby ,85 V. Barret ,125 L. Barreto ,110 C. Bartels ,117 K. Barth ,32

E. Bartsch ,63 N. Bastid ,125 S. Basu ,75 G. Batigne ,103 D. Battistini ,95 B. Batyunya ,141 D. Bauri,46

J. L. Bazo Alba ,101 I. G. Bearden ,83 C. Beattie ,137 P. Becht ,97 D. Behera ,47 I. Belikov ,127

MEASUREMENT OF THE Λ HYPERON LIFETIME PHYS. REV. D 108, 032009 (2023)

032009-9

https://doi.org/10.1093/ptep/ptac097
https://doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(73)90498-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/0550-3213(75)90484-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/0550-3213(77)90414-X
https://doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(67)90212-2
https://doi.org/10.1016/0370-2693(67)90212-2
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.54.1877
https://arXiv.org/abs/2209.07360
https://arXiv.org/abs/2211.04384
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/3/08/S08002
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0217751X14300440
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0217751X14300440
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/5/03/P03003
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/5/03/P03003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nima.2010.04.042
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nima.2010.04.042
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP11(2018)013
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP11(2018)013
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjp/i2013-13044-x
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjp/i2017-11279-1
https://doi.org/10.1088/1748-0221/8/10/P10016
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.88.044909
https://cds.cern.ch/record/2636623
https://cds.cern.ch/record/2636623
https://cds.cern.ch/record/2636623
https://cds.cern.ch/record/2636623
https://doi.org/10.1007/JHEP10(2020)141
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-011-1594-5
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.111.222301
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevLett.111.222301
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-020-7673-8
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjc/s10052-020-7673-8
https://doi.org/10.1038/nphys4111
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevD.44.3501
https://doi.org/10.17181/CERN.MUHF.DMJ1
https://doi.org/10.17181/CERN.MUHF.DMJ1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2013.11.048
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2014.05.052
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.physletb.2014.05.052
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.101.044907
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.101.044907
https://doi.org/10.1103/PhysRevC.88.044910
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0168-9002(03)01368-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0168-9002(03)01368-8
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.1183980
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9213-5329
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0504-7428
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9611-3696
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0760-5075
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0348-9836
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5241-7412
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0497-5705
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8847-489X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4417-1392
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7388-3022
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8071-4497
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9719-7035
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9680-4940
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5659-2119
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4713-7069
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0877-7979
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3618-4617
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-7365-1064
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2205-5761
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0177-0536
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8910-9173
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4862-5370
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8079-7026
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6180-4243
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8535-0680
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2372-6117
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-0236-2680
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7366-8891
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7516-3726
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5478-6120
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7662-3878
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0614-7671
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-1990-7289
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6367-9215
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3142-6787
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6698-9577
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5194-2079
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2316-9565
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3888-8303
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-5460-6805
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4277-4963
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2501-6856
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0569-4828
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-4806-8019
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4343-4883
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-9085-079X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7987-4592
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1172-0225
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0359-1403
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6186-289X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3082-4209
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5743-7578
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7178-3001
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5971-6415
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2088-1290
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7328-9154
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9223-6480
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7357-9904
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0611-9283
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6454-0052
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-3371-4483
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7633-1189
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-7928-4203
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6905-8345
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0687-8124
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8638-6300
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-0199-3372
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-2974-6985
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9148-9101
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2784-3094
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7431-4051
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7908-3288
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2599-7957
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5922-8936


A. D. C. Bell Hechavarria ,135 F. Bellini ,25 R. Bellwied ,114 S. Belokurova ,140 V. Belyaev ,140 G. Bencedi ,136

S. Beole ,24 A. Bercuci ,45 Y. Berdnikov ,140 A. Berdnikova ,94 L. Bergmann ,94 M. G. Besoiu ,62 L. Betev ,32

P. P. Bhaduri ,132 A. Bhasin ,91 M. A. Bhat ,4 B. Bhattacharjee ,41 L. Bianchi ,24 N. Bianchi ,48 J. Bielčík ,35

J. Bielčíková ,86 J. Biernat ,107 A. P. Bigot ,127 A. Bilandzic ,95 G. Biro ,136 S. Biswas ,4 N. Bize ,103 J. T. Blair ,108

D. Blau ,140 M. B. Blidaru ,97 N. Bluhme,38 C. Blume ,63 G. Boca ,21,54 F. Bock ,87 T. Bodova ,20 A. Bogdanov,140

S. Boi ,22 J. Bok ,57 L. Boldizsár ,136 M. Bombara ,37 P. M. Bond ,32 G. Bonomi ,54,131 H. Borel ,128 A. Borissov ,140

A. G. Borquez Carcamo ,94 H. Bossi ,137 E. Botta ,24 Y. E. M. Bouziani ,63 L. Bratrud ,63 P. Braun-Munzinger ,97

M. Bregant ,110 M. Broz ,35 G. E. Bruno ,96,31 M. D. Buckland ,23 D. Budnikov ,140 H. Buesching ,63 S. Bufalino ,29

P. Buhler ,102 Z. Buthelezi ,67,121 A. Bylinkin ,20 S. A. Bysiak,107 M. Cai ,6 H. Caines ,137 A. Caliva ,97

E. Calvo Villar ,101 J. M. M. Camacho ,109 P. Camerini ,23 F. D. M. Canedo ,110 M. Carabas ,124 A. A. Carballo ,32

F. Carnesecchi ,32 R. Caron ,126 L. A. D. Carvalho ,110 J. Castillo Castellanos ,128 F. Catalano ,24

C. Ceballos Sanchez ,141 I. Chakaberia ,74 P. Chakraborty ,46 S. Chandra ,132 S. Chapeland ,32 M. Chartier ,117

S. Chattopadhyay ,132 S. Chattopadhyay ,99 T. G. Chavez ,44 T. Cheng ,6,97 C. Cheshkov ,126 B. Cheynis ,126

V. Chibante Barroso ,32 D. D. Chinellato ,111 E. S. Chizzali ,95,‡ J. Cho ,57 S. Cho ,57 P. Chochula ,32

P. Christakoglou ,84 C. H. Christensen ,83 P. Christiansen ,75 T. Chujo ,123 M. Ciacco ,29 C. Cicalo ,51 F. Cindolo ,50

M. R. Ciupek,97 G. Clai,50,§ F. Colamaria ,49 J. S. Colburn,100 D. Colella ,96,31 M. Colocci ,25 G. Conesa Balbastre ,73

Z. Conesa del Valle ,72 G. Contin ,23 J. G. Contreras ,35 M. L. Coquet ,128 T. M. Cormier,87,† P. Cortese ,55,130

M. R. Cosentino ,112 F. Costa ,32 S. Costanza ,21,54 C. Cot ,72 J. Crkovská ,94 P. Crochet ,125 R. Cruz-Torres ,74

P. Cui ,6 A. Dainese ,53 M. C. Danisch ,94 A. Danu ,62 P. Das ,80 P. Das ,4 S. Das ,4 A. R. Dash ,135 S. Dash ,46

R. M. H. David,44 A. De Caro ,28 G. de Cataldo ,49 J. de Cuveland,38 A. De Falco ,22 D. De Gruttola ,28

N. De Marco ,55 C. De Martin ,23 S. De Pasquale ,28 R. Deb,131 S. Deb ,47 R. J. Debski ,2 K. R. Deja,133

R. Del Grande ,95 L. Dello Stritto ,28 W. Deng ,6 P. Dhankher ,18 D. Di Bari ,31 A. Di Mauro ,32 R. A. Diaz ,7,141
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65Instituto de Física, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Porto Alegre, Brazil

66Instituto de Física, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City, Mexico
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