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Abstract

Results are presented from a search for charged-lepton flavor violating (CLFV) inter-
actions in top quark production and decay in pp collisions at a center-of-mass energy
of 13 TeV. The events are required to contain one oppositely charged electron-muon
pair in the final state, along with at least one jet identified as originating from a bottom
quark. The data correspond to an integrated luminosity of 138 fb−1, collected by the
CMS experiment at the LHC. This analysis includes both the production (q → eµt)
and decay (t → eµq) modes of the top quark through CLFV interactions, with q re-
ferring to a u or c quark. These interactions are parametrized using an effective field
theory approach. With no significant excess over the standard model expectation, the
results are interpreted in terms of vector-, scalar-, and tensor-like CLFV four-fermion
effective interactions. Finally, observed exclusion limits are set at 95% confidence
levels on the respective branching fractions of a top quark to an eµ pair and an up
(charm) quark of 0.13× 10−6 (1.31× 10−6), 0.07× 10−6 (0.89× 10−6), and 0.25× 10−6

(2.59× 10−6) for vector, scalar, and tensor CLFV interactions, respectively.
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1 Introduction
The framework of the standard model (SM) with massless neutrinos contains intrinsic global
symmetries such as those involving individual lepton flavor quantum numbers. As a conse-
quence, the mixing of neutrino flavors is forbidden and the flavor of charged leptons cannot be
changed in weak interactions. The discovery of neutrino oscillations proved that neutrinos are
massive particles and that lepton flavor is not always conserved in the neutral-lepton sector [1].
Neutrino oscillations also give rise to charged-lepton flavor violating (CLFV) processes; how-
ever, these processes are highly suppressed because of the small values of neutrino masses that
are far below experimental sensitivity. Any evidence for such rare processes would therefore
serve as a clear signature of physics beyond the SM.

There are many theoretical scenarios extending the SM, such as the two-Higgs doublet model
[2], the minimal supersymmetric model [3], and the inverse seesaw model [4], under which the
CLFV rate can be close to the current experimental sensitivity, and therefore be accessible to
study. Searches for CLFV processes can be divided into low- and high-energy categories [5].
The most promising low-energy channels are µ → eγ, µ → eee, and µ → e conversion in
nuclei, as well as similar CLFV processes involving τ leptons [6, 7]. The CERN LHC provides
the highest sensitivity to high-energy CLFV processes involving a heavy particle, such as the Z
boson, Higgs boson, or the top quark. In this context, the ATLAS and CMS experiments have
performed searches for CLFV decays of the Z boson in eµ, eτ , and µτ final states and of the
Higgs boson in eµ, eτ , and µτ channels in pp collisions at 13 TeV, finding no significant excess
of events over the expected SM background [8–13].

In the past few years, different measurements of B meson decays that involve leptons have
hinted at the presence of possible small violations of lepton universality [14, 15]. It has been
pointed out [16] that models accommodating such levels of violation of lepton universality
generally also lead to observable effects in lepton flavor violation. Moreover, physics models
with solutions to the possible anomalies seen in the bottom quark sector predict similar effects
in the top quark sector [17]. For example, certain leptoquark models can accommodate the ob-
served deviation in the measurements of the branching fraction ratios of B → D∗τ−ντ relative
to B → D∗`−ν̃ τ (where ` = e or µ) [18, 19]. These models would imply branching fractions of
t → ``′c reaching ≈ 10−6, with ` and `′ representing different-flavor charged leptons. Search-
ing for CLFV processes related to the top quark could therefore shed light on anomalies seen
in B meson decays.

Assuming the mass scale of new physics responsible for CLFV processes is larger than the en-
ergy scale directly accessible at the LHC, CLFV interactions of top quarks are described through
an effective Lagrangian consisting of dimension-six operators (Ox) weighted by the Wilson co-
efficients (Cx) over powers of the new mass scale (Λ),

L = LSM + Leff = LSM + ∑
x

Cx
Λ2 Ox + · · · (1)

In the Warsaw basis of dimension-six operators, the following operators give rise to top quark
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CLFV interactions [20]:

O(3)abcd
lq = (l aγµτ Ilb)(q cγµτ Iqd), (2)

O(1)abcd
lq = (l aγµlb)(q cγµqd), (3)

Oabcd
lu = (l aγµlb)(u cγµud), (4)

Oabcd
eq = (eaγµeb)(q cγµqd), (5)

Oabcd
eu = (eaγµeb)(u cγµud), (6)

O(1)abcd
lequ = (l aeb) ε (q cud), (7)

O(3)abcd
lequ = (l aσµνeb) ε (q cσµνud), (8)

where a 6= b are lepton-flavor indices, c and d are quark-flavor indices, q and l represent left-
handed fermion doublets, u and e the right-handed fermion singlets, τ I the Pauli matrices,
ε ≡ iτ2 is the antisymmetric SU(2) tensor, σµν = i

2 [γ
µ, γν], and γµ the Dirac matrices. To re-

duce the number of free parameters, we assume that all Wilson coefficients obtained from the
permutation of the lepton and quark flavors for a fixed set of abcd are equal. It can be shown
that the part of the O(3)abcd

lq operator that contributes to top quark CLFV processes has Lorentz

structure analogous to the O(1)abcd
lq operator [21]. The O(3)abcd

lq operator is therefore not included
in this analysis. The operators in Eqs. (3)–(8) are classified on the basis of their Lorentz struc-
ture as vector (O(1)abcd

lq , Oabcd
lu , Oabcd

eq , and Oabcd
eu ), scalar (O(1)abcd

lequ ), and tensor (O(3)abcd
lequ ) operators.

These CLFV vector, scalar, and tensor operators, denoted by Ovector, Oscalar, and Otensor, respec-
tively, are given by:

Ovector = Olq + Olu + Oeq + Oeu , (9)

Oscalar = O(1)
lequ + h.c, (10)

Otensor = O(3)
lequ + h.c, (11)

where Ovector represents the sum of the operators in Eqs. (3)–(6).

We probe three Wilson coefficients related to the operators, Cvector, Cscalar, and Ctensor. The
operators in Eqs. (9)–(11) can lead to four-fermion interactions involving the top quark, the
up or charm quark, and two leptons of different flavor. These four-fermion interactions open
new top quark decay modes, e.g., t → ``′q, where ` and `′ are charged leptons with different
flavors, and q is a u or c quark [22]. In addition to top quark decays, CLFV interactions at the
LHC contribute to single top quark production in association with a pair of leptons of different
flavor. Figure 1 displays representative Feynman diagrams for single top quark production
and decay of the top quark in top quark-antiquark pair production (tt) via CLFV interactions.

Final-state signatures are determined by the lepton flavors and decay modes of the W boson
from top quark decays. The W boson can decay either leptonically to a charged lepton and
a neutrino or to two quarks that develop into jets via quantum chromodynamics (QCD) pro-
cesses. Final states in which W bosons decay into quarks have cross sections larger than for
leptonic decays. This analysis combines first searches for “eµtu” and “eµtc” CLFV interac-
tions in top quark production with decays to the eµ final state at

√
s = 13 TeV. We select signal

events containing an oppositely charged eµ pair and a top quark that decays fully hadronically.
The data used in the analysis correspond to an integrated luminosity of 138 fb−1, collected by
the CMS experiment at the LHC during 2016–2018. The top quark production mode via CLFV
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Figure 1: Feynman diagrams for single top quark production (left and middle) and top quark
decays in SM tt events (right) via CLFV interactions. The CLFV vertex is marked as a filled
circle.

interactions plays a leading role in the sensitivity of the search compared to the decay mode.
The result is interpreted in terms of limits on vector, scalar, and tensor four-fermion interactions
originating from dimension-six operators within the framework of effective field theory.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 describes the main features of the CMS detector.
Section 3 provides the details of the Monte Carlo (MC) simulations of signal and background.
The event reconstruction is outlined in Section 4. In Section 5, we discuss the distinctive fea-
tures of signal relative to background, followed by a description of the signal extraction. Sys-
tematic uncertainties are discussed in Section 6. Section 7 presents the results, and Section 8
provides a summary of the paper.

2 The CMS detector
The central feature of the CMS apparatus is a superconducting solenoid of 6 m internal di-
ameter, providing a magnetic field of 3.8 T. Within the solenoid volume are a silicon pixel
and strip tracker, a lead tungstate crystal electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL), and a brass and
scintillator hadron calorimeter, each composed of a barrel and two endcap sections. Forward
calorimeters extend the pseudorapidity coverage provided by the barrel and endcap detectors.
Muons are measured in gas-ionization detectors embedded in the steel flux-return yoke out-
side the solenoid. A more detailed description of the CMS detector, together with a definition
of the coordinate system used and the relevant kinematic variables, can be found in Ref. [23].

Events of interest are selected using a two-tiered trigger system. The first level, composed of
custom hardware processors, uses information from the calorimeters and muon detectors to
select events at a rate of around 100 kHz within a fixed latency of about 4 µs [24]. The second
level, known as the high-level trigger, consists of a farm of processors running a version of the
full event reconstruction software optimized for fast processing, and reduces the event rate to
around 1 kHz before data storage [25].

3 Simulation of background and signal
Monte Carlo events are used to estimate the SM backgrounds and samples are simulated
through independent events generated for the years 2016, 2017, and 2018 so as to match the
different data-taking conditions. The SM tt, single top quark production in association with
a W boson (tW), and diboson events (including WW, WZ, and ZZ) are simulated at next-
to-leading order (NLO) using the POWHEG v2 event generator [26–29]. All other background
processes, including Drell–Yan processes produced with additional jets, a W boson with addi-



4

tional jets (W+jets), and W or Z bosons produced in association with tt (tt+Z/W) are simulated
using the MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO v2.4.2 (v2.2.2 for 2016) generator [30].

The cross sections are calculated at the highest orders of perturbative QCD currently avail-
able. This corresponds to next-to-NLO (NNLO) for Drell–Yan and W+jets [31], approximate
NNLO for single top quark in the tW channel [32], and NLO calculations for diboson [33] and
tt+Z/W [34]. The SM tt events are normalized to their NNLO cross sections (832+20

−29 (scale)±
35 (PDF + αS)pb) calculated with the TOP++2.0 program [35], where PDF is the parton distri-
bution function and αS is the strong coupling constant, assuming a top quark mass of 172.5 GeV.
To improve the modeling of the transverse momentum (pT) spectrum of the top quark in
POWHEG, simulated SM tt events are weighted as a function of the pT of the top quark to
match the expectations at NNLO QCD accuracy, including electroweak corrections [36].

The effective Lagrangian extracted from the operators defined in Eqs. (3)–(8) is implemented
in the FEYNRULES program [37, 38], and then used in the MADGRAPH5 aMC@NLO generator
for the cross section calculation and event generation at leading order. The top quark CLFV
signal has two components: (i) events from the production of SM tt followed by a CLFV decay
of one of the top quarks, and (ii) single top quark production in association with an eµ pair
via CLFV interactions, as shown in Fig. 1. Due to the fact that single top quark production
via eµtu CLFV interactions is initiated by a u quark, and u quarks are mostly proton valence
quarks with a very different Bjorken-x spectrum relative to sea quarks, the production rate and
kinematic distributions of final-state particles are different than when a sea quark is involved in
the interaction, as is the case for single top quark production via eµtc CLFV. Each component
of signal is therefore generated independently for the eµtu and eµtc CLFV interactions. Events
from the “eτtq” and “µτtq” CLFV interactions are not included in the signal samples. Since
there is no interference between the SM and the signal processes, signal events are generated
separately from the SM background. The new mass scale and the Wilson coefficients are arbi-
trarily chosen to be Λ = 1 TeV and Ceµtq

x = 1 for event generation. For SM tt production with
top quark CLFV decay, the cross section is calculated using the SM tt cross section at NNLO
times the branching fraction B(t → eµq), assuming Λ = 1 TeV and Ceµtq

x = 1 for both the
u and c quarks [39]. Theoretical cross sections, for single top quark production and top quark
decays via the vector, scalar, and tensor CLFV interactions are shown in table 1.

Table 1: Theoretical cross sections, in fb, for single top quark production and top quark decays
via the vector, scalar, and tensor CLFV interactions, assuming a top quark mass of 172.5 GeV,
the top quark decay width 1.33 GeV, Λ = 1 TeV and Ceµtq

x = 1. The uncertainties from the QCD
scales and PDF are given (σ+scale

−scale±PDF).

channel Vector Scalar Tensor
Production (eµtu) 634+113

−90 ± 8 139+26
−20 ± 2 2908+503

−401 ± 37
Production (eµtc) 58+9

−7 ± 8 12.1+2.0
−1.6 ± 1.8 292+42

−35 ± 37
Decay (eµtq) 32.0+0.8

−1.1 ± 1.3 4.0+0.1
−0.1 ± 0.2 187+5

−6 ± 8

The NLO PDF sets, NNPDF3.0 [40], are used in the generation of MC events collected in 2016,
while the NNLO PDF sets from NNPDF3.1 [41] are used for the 2017–2018 data. Parton show-
ering and hadronization are handled through PYTHIA v8.205 [42] using the underlying-event
tune CUETP8M1 [43] for 2016 data and tune CP5 [44] for 2017-2018. For SM tt production, the
CP5 tune is also used for 2016 data. Simulated minimum-bias events are added to the MC sim-
ulations to model the impact of additional pp interactions within the same or adjacent bunch
crossing (pileup). Simulated events are then reweighted to reproduce the pileup distribution
observed in data. All generated events undergo a full simulation of the detector response using



5

GEANT4 [45].

4 Event selection
Signal events contain an oppositely charged eµ pair together with multiple jets, one of which
is expected to stem from the hadronization of a bottom quark that originates from the t → bW
decay. The data for this analysis are collected using a combination of triggers designed to
record events containing a single muon, a single electron, or an eµ pair passing isolation and
identification criteria. For the single-electron (muon) trigger, at least one electron (muon) with
pT larger than 27, 35, and 32 (24, 27, and 24) GeV is required for 2016, 2017, and 2018 data,
respectively. The eµ trigger selects events having an electron with pT > 12 GeV and a muon
with pT > 23 GeV, or an electron with pT > 23 GeV and a muon with pT > 8 GeV, in all years.
The trigger efficiency within the detector acceptance is measured in data to be greater than 96%
for events with at least an eµ pair.

Events selected at the trigger level are reconstructed offline using the particle-flow (PF) algo-
rithm [46], which identifies and reconstructs each individual particle in an event through an
optimized combination of information from the various components of the CMS detector. The
candidate vertex with the largest value of summed physics-object p2

T is taken to be the primary
pp interaction vertex. The physics objects are the jets, clustered using the jet finding algorithm
(anti-kT) [47, 48] with the tracks assigned to candidate vertices as inputs, and the associated
missing transverse momentum, taken as the negative vector sum of the pT of those jets. Elec-
tron candidates are reconstructed from a combination of a track in the tracker and associated
energy deposition in the ECAL [49]. They are required to have pT > 20 GeV and to lie within
|η| < 2.4, except that candidates in the transition region between barrel and endcap calorime-
ters (1.44 < |η| < 1.57) are removed. A relative isolation requirement Irel < 0.05 is imposed
where Irel is the scalar-pT sum of all neutral and charged hadron, and photon candidates within
a distance of ∆R =

√
(∆η)2 + (∆φ)2 < 0.3 from the axis of the electron candidate, divided by

the pT of the electron candidate. In addition, stringent electron identification requirements are
applied to reject misidentified electron candidates and candidates originating from photon con-
versions in the detector materials [49]. Muon candidates are reconstructed by associating tracks
found in the muon system with tracks in the inner tracking systems [50]. They are required to
have pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.4. The relative isolation requirement Irel < 0.15 is applied
where Irel is calculated for all particles within a cone of radius ∆R < 0.4 from the muon trajec-
tory. A correction to suppress a residual effect of the pileup is included [50]. Muon candidates
must pass identification requirements [50]. In addition, some dedicated muon identification
requirements are applied to reject misidentified muon candidates of large pT [51]. Electrons
and muons are selected if they are compatible with originating from the primary vertex.

The PF candidates are clustered into jets using the anti-kT algorithm with a distance parameter
R = 0.4. The charged hadron subtraction procedure [52] mitigates event by event the effect
of tracks coming from pileup on the transverse energy of the jet. Jets are calibrated in simula-
tion and separately in data, accounting for energy depositions from pileup and from imprecise
detector response [53]. Jets with pT > 30 GeV and |η| < 2.4 are selected for further study. To
prevent overlap between selected jets and selected leptons, jets that are found within a cone
of ∆R < 0.4 around any of the selected leptons are removed from the selected set of jets. Jets
originating from the hadronization of bottom quarks are identified (“b tagged”) using deep
machine learning algorithms [54] with an efficiency of 68% and a 1% misidentification rate for
gluon and light-flavor quark jets. The missing transverse momentum vector ~pmiss

T is computed
as the negative vector pT sum of all the PF candidates in an event, and its magnitude is denoted
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as pmiss
T [55].

Events with an oppositely charged eµ pair and at least one jet are selected. The leading lepton
must have pT > 25 GeV. Events are rejected if the invariant mass of the eµ pair is less than
20 GeV [56]. Since the top quark CLFV signal has one b quark, events are required to have at
least one b tagged jet.

5 Signal extraction
The contributions from the SM are estimated using the simulated events introduced in Section 3
normalized to the integrated luminosity of the data. After requiring at least one b tagged jet, the
dominant source of background originates from SM tt events, which contribute ≈90% of the
total background. To control this background, events are subdivided according to the number
of b tagged jets, irrespective of the number of untagged jets. The signal region includes events
with one b tagged jet while events with at least two such jets are assigned to the tt control
region. The numbers of events with one and greater than one b tagged jets are shown in Table 2,
together with the expected number of background events in the combined Run-2 data. The
overall number of events is well described by the expectations in both regions. In Table 2, we
give the expected number of events for single top quark production and top quark decay in the
signal channels (cf. Fig. 1), assuming Cx/Λ2 = 1 TeV−2. Signal channels are further categorized
by the CLFV interaction (vector, scalar, or tensor) and the u or c quark flavor.

Table 2: The number of expected events from SM tt, tW, and from the other backgrounds;
and the total background expectation and the number of events observed in data collected
during 2016–2018, after all selections in signal (1 b tagged) and control (>1 b tagged) regions.
The total uncertainty, including both statistical and unfited systematic components, is quoted
in quadrature for the expected backgrounds. The expected signal yields for single top quark
production and top quark decays via the vector, scalar, and tensor CLFV interactions are also
shown with their MC statistical uncertainties, assuming Cx/Λ2 = 1 TeV−2.

Channel 1 b tagged >1 b tagged
tt 477800± 7900 265000± 7100
tW 49100± 1300 7710± 250
Other 7950± 670 850± 70
Total background prediction 534900± 8000 273600± 7100
Data 537236 268781

eµtu

Vector
t decay 604± 2 45.2± 0.4
t production 17103± 29 1557± 9

Scalar
t decay 78.2± 0.2 6.1± 0.1
t production 3670± 6 336± 2

Tensor
t decay 3499± 9 266± 2
t production 61011± 107 5567± 33

eµtc

Vector
t decay 596± 2 90.4± 0.5
t production 1711± 3 166± 1

Scalar
t decay 77.7± 0.2 11.4± 0.1
t production 294± 1 28.5± 0.2

Tensor
t decay 3467± 8 534± 3
t production 6329± 13 621± 4

The background in the signal region consists mostly of SM tt events where both W bosons
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decay leptonically. Several differences between the signal and the SM tt events are used to
construct a discriminating observable. For example, the sources of pmiss

T in signal events are due
to detector resolutions, while SM tt events have genuine pmiss

T produced by neutrinos from the
W boson decays. Leptons in SM tt events arise from the decay of W bosons and have different
angular separations and energy spectra relative to signal dilepton events. Furthermore, signal
events have a larger number of light-flavor quark jets because of the multijet top quark decays
in signal events. To maximize the sensitivity of the search, a boosted decision tree (BDT) that
combines several discriminating variables is defined in the toolkit for multivariate analysis [57]
and used to distinguish signal from SM tt events.

The BDT uses 5 variables: the pT of the leading lepton (p`1
T where ` refers to e or µ), the pT of the

leading jet, the distance between the electron and muon [∆R(e, µ) =
√
(ηe − ηµ)2 + (φe − φµ)2],

pmiss
T , and the number of jets. Figures 2 and 3 provide distributions of the BDT input variables

in data and simulations for signal and tt control regions. A good description of the data is ob-
served for the background model. The leading lepton distribution is somewhat softer in data,
although it is within the estimated systematic uncertainties after pT reweighting of simulated
SM tt events to the most precise cross section available (cf. Section 3) [56].

The CLFV single top quark production and top quark decay events, weighted according to
their cross sections, are compared against the SM tt events in the BDT training. The BDT
is trained and tested on independent samples with no evidence of overtraining or bias. As
shown in Table 2, the CLFV single top quark production channel has higher yields than the
CLFV top quark decay channel in all signal samples. In addition, events from the CLFV single
top quark production channel result in higher pT on average for the final-state particles when
compared to the CLFV decay channel. Therefore, events from the CLFV single top quark pro-
duction channel play a leading role in the BDT discrimination. The vector, scalar, and tensor
CLFV samples show similar distributions in the selected BDT input variables. A single BDT
is therefore trained using all signal samples in the region with one b tagged jet, and is used to
probe all of the CLFV Wilson coefficients. To control the background uncertainties in the fit,
the trained BDT in the signal region is used in the tt control region.
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Figure 2: The distributions of the leading lepton pT (upper row), ∆R(e, µ) (middle row), and
pmiss

T (lower row) are shown for data (points) and simulation (histograms). Events in the signal
region (one b tagged jet) and tt control region (more than one b tagged jets) are shown in the left
and right column, respectively. The hatched bands indicate the total uncertainty (statistical and
systematic taken in quadrature) for the SM background predictions (cf. Section 6). Overflow
events are added to the last bin. Examples of the predicted signal contribution for the vector
type CLFV interactions via eµtu and eµtc vertices are shown, assuming Cx/Λ2 = 1 TeV−2. The
signal production- and decay-mode contributions are summed. The eµtc signal cross section
is scaled up by a factor of 10 for improved visualization.
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Figure 3: The distributions of the leading jet pT (upper row) and the number of jets (lower
row) are shown for data (points) and simulation (histograms). Events in the signal region (one
b tagged jet) and tt control region (more than one b tagged jets) are shown in the left and
right column, respectively. The hatched bands indicate the total uncertainty (statistical and
systematic taken in quadrature) for the SM background predictions (cf. Section 6). Overflow
events are added to the last bin. Examples of the predicted signal contribution for the vector
type CLFV interactions via eµtu and eµtc vertices are shown, assuming Cx/Λ2 = 1 TeV−2. The
signal production- and decay-mode contributions are summed. The eµtc signal cross section
is scaled up by a factor of 10 for improved visualization.
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6 Systematic uncertainties
Various sources of systematic uncertainty affect the final signal and background yields and
distributions. The systematic uncertainties are categorized into two classes: experimental un-
certainties arising from modeling of the detector response, and theoretical uncertainties arising
from the modeling of the signal and background processes in the MC simulation. The uncer-
tainties that do not depend on run conditions, such as theoretical uncertainties, are treated as
correlated across the different data-taking periods. The systematic uncertainties for the three
data-taking years are treated as correlated unless noted otherwise.

Lepton reconstruction, identification, and isolation efficiencies are determined using Z → ``
events, and scale factors (SF) are applied to all MC simulations to correct any discrepancies
between data and simulation [49, 58]. The SFs depend on lepton pT and η. The uncertain-
ties in lepton momentum scale and resolution are computed by changing the simulated pT by
their uncertainties, and then repeating the analysis [51, 59]. The trigger efficiency in data is
measured through a pmiss

T requirement since the efficiency of the pmiss
T trigger is independent

of the dilepton trigger. The SFs are applied to account for the differences in trigger efficiencies
between data and simulation as functions of leading and sub-leading lepton pT. The trigger
uncertainty is estimated by changing the trigger scale factors by their uncertainties originating
from sample size, event topology, and lepton SFs [56]. The trigger uncertainty is considered
uncorrelated among different years.

The uncertainty arising from the jet energy scale is calculated from 27 sources, where each
source is either fully correlated or uncorrelated among the years. Each source of uncertainty
depends on jet pT and η [53]. The uncertainty in jet energy resolution is considered uncorre-
lated among different years. The quantity pmiss

T is recalculated whenever the jet momenta are
rescaled to estimate its uncertainty. An additional uncertainty in the calculation of pmiss

T is es-
timated through changes in the energies of reconstructed particles that are not clustered into
jets by their respective resolutions, and then recalculating the pmiss

T . The uncertainties associ-
ated with b tagging are determined by changing the related SFs by one standard deviation [54].
These uncertainties depend on the pT of each jet and amount to approximately 1–5% per jet.

The integrated luminosities of the 2016, 2017, and 2018 data-taking periods are individually
known with uncertainties in the 1.2–2.5% range [60–62], while the total Run-2 (2016–2018) in-
tegrated luminosity has an uncertainty of 1.6%, the improvement in precision reflecting the
reduction of errors when combining some uncorrelated systematic effects. The uncertainty as-
sociated with modeling pileup is estimated by changing the pp total inelastic cross section by
±4.6% [63].

The impact of theoretical assumptions in modeling signal or SM tt background is determined
by repeating the analysis and replacing the nominal events by dedicated simulation sam-
ples with altered parameters or by changing the reference simulation using the source-related
weights. The uncertainty arising from missing higher-order QCD terms in the simulation of
the signal and SM tt processes at matrix-element (ME) level is assessed by changing the renor-
malization and factorization scales up and down by factors of two relative to the nominal val-
ues. Unphysical cases, where one scale fluctuates up while the other fluctuates down, are not
considered. The uncertainty related to the choice of PDF is evaluated using replicas of the
NNPDF3.0 and NNPDF3.1 parameters [40, 41, 64]. Uncertainties in initial- and final-state QCD
radiation (ISR and FSR) are evaluated by changing the renormalization scale for QCD emis-
sions in ISR and FSR up and down by a factor of 2. The three mentioned sources of modeling
uncertainties are considered for both signal and SM tt processes. In addition, uncertainties
originating from the scheme used to match the ME-level calculation to the parton-shower (PS)
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simulation, the modeling of the underlying event defined in PYTHIA tunes (UE tune), and the
models of color reconnection for the SM tt process according to what is described in Ref. [56]
are included. The tt and signal modeling uncertainties refer to the impact on the acceptance
only. For uncertainties related to SM tt, tW, and other background contributions, we use nor-
malization uncertainties of 5, 10, and 30% [56, 65].

The systematic uncertainties in signal and SM tt selection efficiencies are summarized in Ta-
ble 3. The largest uncertainty is from the b tagging SF since we have used SFs that are mea-
sured in inclusive multijet samples instead of dilepton tt events to reduce a potential bias. Al-
though only a representative signal sample is shown in Table 3, all signal samples have similar
uncertainties. Except the uncertainties in total integrated luminosities and background nor-
malizations, all other uncertainties affect both the background rate and the shape of the BDT
distributions.
Table 3: Summary of representative systematic uncertainties in selection efficiency for the SM
tt process and for single top quark production and decays via vector eµtu CLFV interactions
in the signal plus tt control regions.

Source tt (%) CLFV signal
decay (%) production (%)

Trigger 1.2 1.2 2.9
Electron identification and isolation 1.6 1.6 3.9
Muon identification and isolation 0.6 0.6 0.7
Electron energy scale and resolution <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
Muon momentum scale and resolution <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
Jet energy scale and resolution 2.5 2.1 1.2
b tagging 3.1 3.9 4.5
Pileup 0.3 0.3 0.2
ME scale 0.9 0.8 0.7
ISR/FSR scale 1.5 2.9 1.9
PDF 0.8 0.8 0.9
UE tune 0.4 — —
ME/PS matching <0.1 — —
Color reconnection 1.0 — —
MC statistical <0.1 <0.1 <0.1

7 Results
The final BDT discriminant distributions for the three data-taking years and two data regions
(signal region and tt control region) are jointly used to test for the presence of signal events. A
binned likelihood function L(µ, θ) constructed as a product of Poisson probability terms over
all bins is used for the statistical analysis where µ is the signal-strength parameter and θ is a
set of nuisance parameters. The parameter of interest, µ, changes the cross sections of both
signal channels, top quark CLFV production and decay, by exactly the same scale. The cross
sections of both signal channels depend quadratically on the CLFV Wilson coefficients. Since
our signal samples are normalized to the cross sections at Cx/Λ2 = 1 TeV−2,

√
µ and Cx/Λ2 are

equivalent parameters. All the systematic uncertainties defined in Section 6 are treated as nui-
sance parameters θ, assuming a log normal prior for normalization parameters, and Gaussian
priors for BDT shape uncertainties. The uncertainties due to the limited number of simulated
events used for signal and background expectations are taken into account using “the Barlow–
Beeston lite” method [66]. The data are found to be consistent with expectations of the SM in
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the absence of signal. The observed distributions of the BDT discriminant, together with the
SM background expectations, before and after a fit to signal plus background hypothesis are
shown in Fig. 4.

210

310

410

510

610

710

E
ve

nt
s

CMS  (13 TeV)-1138 fb

µe
1 b-jet

Data
Other
tW
tt

 syst. ⊕Stat. 
 10×tc-Vector µe

tu-Vectorµe

0.8

1

1.2

 P
re

-f
it

 D
at

a/
P

re
d.

0.4− 0.3− 0.2− 0.1− 0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
BDT discriminant

0.8

1

1.2

P
os

t-
fit

D
at

a/
P

re
d.

210

310

410

510

610

710

E
ve

nt
s

CMS  (13 TeV)-1138 fb

µe
>1 b-jets

Data
Other
tW
tt

 syst. ⊕Stat. 
 10×tc-Vector µe

tu-Vectorµe

0.8

1

1.2
 P

re
-f

it
 D

at
a/

P
re

d.

0.4− 0.3− 0.2− 0.1− 0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6
BDT discriminant

0.8

1

1.2

P
os

t-
fit

D
at

a/
P

re
d.

Figure 4: The BDT output distributions for data (points) and backgrounds (histograms) with
the ratio of data to the total background yield, before (middle panel) and after (lower panel)
the fit. Events in the signal region (one b tagged jet) and tt control region (more than one b
tagged jets) are shown in the left and right column, respectively. The hatched bands indicate
the total uncertainty (statistical and systematic taken in quadrature) for the SM background
predictions (cf. Section 6). Examples of the predicted signal contribution for the vector type
CLFV interactions via eµtu and eµtc vertices are shown, assuming Cx/Λ2 = 1 TeV−2. The
signal production- and decay-mode contributions are summed. The eµtc signal cross section
is scaled up by a factor of 10 for improved visualization.

Upper limits on the production cross section for signal are set at 95% confidence level (CL) us-
ing the modified frequentist CLs method [67, 68], with a likelihood ratio as a test statistic. The
limit setting procedure is performed for a given individual Wilson coefficient (Cvector, Cscalar,
or Ctensor) while the other Wilson coefficients are set to zero. Consequently, upper limits on
the Wilson coefficients are translated to limits on the related top quark CLFV branching frac-
tions [39]. Limits obtained for vector-, scalar- and tensor-like interactions are summarized in
Table 4. The measured one-dimensional exclusion limits are also interpreted for the scenario
of the non-vanishing eµtu and eµtc CLFV couplings via a linear interpolation. The results for
two-dimensional limits on CLFV Wilson coefficients and branching fractions are displayed in
Fig. 5. The sources of systematic uncertainty with the largest impact on the estimated signal
contribution depend on the CLFV interaction type. The three main sources of uncertainty that
are common among the CLFV interaction types are uncertainties in SM tt FSR, electron SFs,
and the normalization of the SM tt process. The other backgrounds have a negligible influence
on the limits.

The limit obtained on the tensor CLFV Wilson coefficient is more stringent than those on scalar
and vector coefficients because of its larger relative production cross section, as presented in
Table 2. Tabulated results are provided in HEPDATA [69]. When translated into limits on
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the branching fractions to CLFV final states, the relative contributions of the tensor and scalar
operators to the decay translate into more stringent limits on the scalar operators [39].

Table 4: Expected and observed 95% CL upper limits on the CLFV Wilson coefficients and top
quark CLFV branching fractions.

Vertex Int. Ceµtq/Λ2 [TeV −2] B(10−6)

type Exp Obs Exp Obs

eµtu
Vector 0.12 0.12 0.14 0.13
Scalar 0.23 0.24 0.06 0.07
Tensor 0.07 0.06 0.27 0.25

eµtc
Vector 0.39 0.37 1.49 1.31
Scalar 0.87 0.86 0.91 0.89
Tensor 0.24 0.21 3.16 2.59

]-2 [TeV2Λ/tuµeC
0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0.25 0.3 0.35

]
-2

 [
T

eV
2

Λ/
tcµe

C

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2
95% CL excluded region

Vector
Scalar
Tensor

σ 1±CLFV       Obs     Exp 

CMS  (13 TeV)-1138 fb

-6 10×u ) µ e→B(t
0 0.05 0.1 0.15 0.2 0.25 0.3 0.35 0.4 0.45

-6
 1

0
×

c 
) 

µ
 e

→
B

(t

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

4.5
95% CL excluded region

Vector
Scalar
Tensor

σ 1±CLFV       Obs     Exp 

CMS  (13 TeV)-1138 fb

Figure 5: The observed 95% CL exclusion limits on the eµtc; of the eµtu Wilson coefficient (left)
and B(t → eµc) as a function of B(t → eµu) (right) for the vector-, scalar-, and tensor-like
CLFV interactions. The hatched bands indicate the regions containing 68% of the distribution
of limits expected under the background-only hypothesis.

8 Summary
A search is reported for charged-lepton flavor violation in top quark production and decay.
The analysis is based on pp collisions collected by the CMS detector at the LHC at a center-
of-mass energy of 13 TeV, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 138 fb−1. Events are
selected if they contain an oppositely charged electron-muon pair and at least one b tagged
jet. An effective field theory approach is used for parametrizing top quark lepton flavor vio-
lating interactions. The production and decay modes of the top quark through these effective
interactions are included in this analysis.

A boosted decision tree is used to distinguish signal from background. No significant excess is
observed over the expectations from the standard model. Upper limits are set on the strength
of the individual vector-, scalar-, and tensor-like four-fermion effective operators. These are
converted to limits on the branching fractions of the top quark B(t → eµq), q = u (c) quark,
<0.13× 10−6 (1.31× 10−6), 0.07× 10−6 (0.89× 10−6), and 0.25× 10−6 (2.59× 10−6) for vector,
scalar, and tensor CLFV interactions, respectively. The resulting limits are the most restrictive
bounds to date.
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W. Lange, J. Lidrych , K. Lipka, W. Lohmann23, R. Mankel, I.-A. Melzer-Pellmann ,
M. Mendizabal Morentin, J. Metwally, A.B. Meyer , M. Meyer , J. Mnich , A. Mussgiller,
Y. Otarid, D. Pérez Adán , D. Pitzl, A. Raspereza, B. Ribeiro Lopes, J. Rübenach, A. Saggio ,
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F. Feindt, A. Fröhlich, C. Garbers , E. Garutti , P. Gunnellini, M. Hajheidari, J. Haller ,
A. Hinzmann , G. Kasieczka, R. Klanner , R. Kogler , T. Kramer, V. Kutzner, J. Lange ,
T. Lange , A. Lobanov , A. Malara , A. Nigamova, K.J. Pena Rodriguez, O. Rieger,
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Budapest, Hungary
M. Csanad , K. Farkas, M.M.A. Gadallah25 , S. Lökös26 , P. Major, K. Mandal ,
A. Mehta , G. Pasztor , A.J. Rádl, O. Surányi, G.I. Veres
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Laboratório de Instrumentação e Fı́sica Experimental de Partı́culas, Lisboa, Portugal
M. Araujo, P. Bargassa , D. Bastos, A. Boletti , P. Faccioli , M. Gallinaro , J. Hollar ,
N. Leonardo , T. Niknejad, M. Pisano, J. Seixas , O. Toldaiev , J. Varela

Joint Institute for Nuclear Research, Dubna, Russia
S. Afanasiev, D. Budkouski, I. Golutvin, I. Gorbunov , V. Karjavine, V. Korenkov , A. Lanev,
A. Malakhov, V. Matveev49,50, V. Palichik, V. Perelygin, M. Savina, D. Seitova, V. Shalaev,
S. Shmatov, S. Shulha, V. Smirnov, O. Teryaev, N. Voytishin, B.S. Yuldashev51, A. Zarubin,
I. Zhizhin

Petersburg Nuclear Physics Institute, Gatchina (St. Petersburg), Russia
G. Gavrilov , V. Golovtcov, Y. Ivanov, V. Kim52 , E. Kuznetsova53, V. Murzin, V. Oreshkin,
I. Smirnov, D. Sosnov , V. Sulimov, L. Uvarov, S. Volkov, A. Vorobyev

Institute for Nuclear Research, Moscow, Russia
Yu. Andreev , A. Dermenev, S. Gninenko , N. Golubev, A. Karneyeu , D. Kirpichnikov ,
M. Kirsanov, N. Krasnikov, A. Pashenkov, G. Pivovarov , A. Toropin

Institute for Theoretical and Experimental Physics named by A.I. Alikhanov of NRC ‘Kur-
chatov Institute’, Moscow, Russia
V. Epshteyn, V. Gavrilov, N. Lychkovskaya, A. Nikitenko54, V. Popov, A. Stepennov, M. Toms,
E. Vlasov , A. Zhokin

Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology, Moscow, Russia
T. Aushev

National Research Nuclear University ’Moscow Engineering Physics Institute’ (MEPhI),
Moscow, Russia
O. Bychkova, M. Chadeeva55 , A. Oskin, E. Popova, V. Rusinov, D. Selivanova

P.N. Lebedev Physical Institute, Moscow, Russia
V. Andreev, M. Azarkin, I. Dremin , M. Kirakosyan, A. Terkulov

Skobeltsyn Institute of Nuclear Physics, Lomonosov Moscow State University, Moscow,
Russia
A. Belyaev, E. Boos , V. Bunichev, M. Dubinin56 , L. Dudko , A. Gribushin, V. Klyukhin ,
N. Korneeva , I. Lokhtin , S. Obraztsov, M. Perfilov, V. Savrin, P. Volkov

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5494-7302
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9878-2140
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6791-8252
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3846-9483
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1229-1442
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4200-1541
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1697-004X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1280-5493
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9482-4841
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3055-0236
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8612-3332
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3288-7737
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1849-6692
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1261-2277
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8664-0134
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9746-4594
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7531-0842
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8286-8780
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2613-3146
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3777-6606
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2342-7862
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3968-0253
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7161-2133
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7452-8380
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7397-9665
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6495-7619
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9983-1004
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7177-077X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6435-4463
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8628-2090
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1814-1218
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7451-247X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0193-5073
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7766-7175
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4462-3192
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8577-6531
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2461-6419
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4457-8678


30

Novosibirsk State University (NSU), Novosibirsk, Russia
V. Blinov57, T. Dimova57, L. Kardapoltsev57, A. Kozyrev57, I. Ovtin57, Y. Skovpen57

Institute for High Energy Physics of National Research Centre ‘Kurchatov Institute’,
Protvino, Russia
I. Azhgirey , I. Bayshev, D. Elumakhov, V. Kachanov, D. Konstantinov , P. Mandrik ,
V. Petrov, R. Ryutin, S. Slabospitskii , A. Sobol, S. Troshin , N. Tyurin, A. Uzunian, A. Volkov

National Research Tomsk Polytechnic University, Tomsk, Russia
A. Babaev, V. Okhotnikov

Tomsk State University, Tomsk, Russia
V. Borshch, V. Ivanchenko , E. Tcherniaev

University of Belgrade: Faculty of Physics and VINCA Institute of Nuclear Sciences,
Belgrade, Serbia
P. Adzic58 , M. Dordevic , P. Milenovic , J. Milosevic
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M. Dittmar, M. Donegà, C. Dorfer , F. Eble, K. Gedia, F. Glessgen, T.A. Gómez Espinosa ,
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3: Also at Université Libre de Bruxelles, Bruxelles, Belgium
4: Also at Universidade Estadual de Campinas, Campinas, Brazil
5: Also at Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, Brazil
6: Also at The University of the State of Amazonas, Manaus, Brazil
7: Also at University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China
8: Also at Department of Physics, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China
9: Also at UFMS, Nova Andradina, Brazil
10: Also at Nanjing Normal University Department of Physics, Nanjing, China
11: Now at The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, USA
12: Also at Institute for Theoretical and Experimental Physics named by A.I. Alikhanov of
NRC ‘Kurchatov Institute’, Moscow, Russia
13: Also at Joint Institute for Nuclear Research, Dubna, Russia
14: Now at British University in Egypt, Cairo, Egypt
15: Now at Cairo University, Cairo, Egypt
16: Also at Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana, USA

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1407-1972
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7640-5264
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6315-905X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4860-3233
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4871-5449
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3584-7856
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2831-463X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2785-3762
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0228-9760
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4995-9285
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8856-7401
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1469-0335
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3027-0752
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1252-6213
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3273-9419
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8438-3197
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7139-7322
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0137-136X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3453-7204
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4986-1728
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3122-4245
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8420-1488
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9497-5471
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3388-8339
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0432-6895
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4732-4008
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3389-4584
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2793-4052
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7251-9125
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1297-6065
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1550-5223
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1423-5241
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6188-1011
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3752-4759
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8045-7806
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9586-3316
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0304-6330
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1112-5880
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4861-0943
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3644-8627
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0199-8864
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5570-8095
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6181-4935
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6553-4933
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4278-3464
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7320-5080
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8026-5380
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5993-9045
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1704-4360
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3848-324X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5978-4952
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3043-1090
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2590-763X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1287-1471
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3195-0909
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1058-1163


37

17: Also at Université de Haute Alsace, Mulhouse, France
18: Also at Erzincan Binali Yildirim University, Erzincan, Turkey
19: Also at CERN, European Organization for Nuclear Research, Geneva, Switzerland
20: Also at RWTH Aachen University, III. Physikalisches Institut A, Aachen, Germany
21: Also at University of Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany
22: Also at Isfahan University of Technology, Isfahan, Iran
23: Also at Brandenburg University of Technology, Cottbus, Germany
24: Also at Forschungszentrum Jülich, Juelich, Germany
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63: Also at Universität Zürich, Zurich, Switzerland
64: Also at Stefan Meyer Institute for Subatomic Physics, Vienna, Austria
65: Also at Laboratoire d’Annecy-le-Vieux de Physique des Particules, IN2P3-CNRS, Annecy-
le-Vieux, France
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