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N =1 AND N = 2 SUPERGRAVITIES COUFLED TO MATTER:

SUPER-HIGGS EFFECT AND GEOMETRICAL STRUCTURE

J.-P. Derendinger and S. Ferrara
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ABSTRACT

In these 1lectures, we describe the spontaneous
breakdown of supersymmetry in N = 1 and N = 2
supergravity theories coupled to matter multiplets
(super-Higgs effect). Particular emphasis is de-
voted to those supergravity models which undergo
spontaneous supersymmetry breaking with vanishing
cosmological constant. Properties of the scalar
potential and of the o-model structure of extended
supergravity theories are also discussed.
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